


><>  Editor’s Letter ><> 
Dear Church Family, 
Happy Summer!  A couple of updates... 
New WELCOME CARD—Soon you will see a new card in the 
chair pockets for Sunday Mornings.  We are calling it a 

and it will be on bright yellow cardstock.  
A variety of people of varying ages 
have prayed over this and have 
given me input on the content.  
Also, I have gathered cards from 
other churches as well.  This card 
will allow us to better connect with 
you, as well as any new 
attendees.  One way we can better 
do that, is for you to fill it in every 
week.  You can fill in just your 
name and the Service you 
attended, or there are additional 
options for updating your 
information and for providing any 
prayer requests and praises.  
Thank you for taking the time to fill 
this in each week and place in the 
offering basket.  (If you are using 
our new online giving system, it 
may be the only thing you are 
placing in the offering basket.  :-) 
 
With regard to our new online 

giving system, Paul and I are so excited.  We write two 
checks a month—One to SPC and one to NID… Not 
anymore—we only write one to NID and everything else we 
do online, which saves us time, mailing, etc.  Also, we have 
recently been out of town, and we wanted to give a little 
extra, so in addition to our monthly tithe which is already 
automated, we gave an additional one-time donation and 
could designate which fund to put it towards (i.e., The 
STORY, the General 
Fund, etc.).  Not bragging 
about what we gave, but 
definitely bragging about 
how we did it.  It is an 
amazingly easy system on the payee’s side and on SPC’s 
side and will save time in posting transactions. 
 
If you have any questions about doing a one-time donation or 
setting up an account for recurring donations, please do not 
hesitate to call me at the number below. 

 
><> Cecilia Shampay><> 
cecilia@sierrapres.com / 530-575-6637 
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AUGUST SIERRA STORY ARTICLES:  Please submit 
all Sierra Story articles by FRIDAY, July 25th email: 

cecilia@sierrapres.com 
 

BULLETIN ARTICLES: Submit all weekly articles by 
Tuesday for the upcoming Sunday Bulletin 

THANK YOU JULIE CLUTTER 
A HUGE “Thank You” to Julie Clutter.  I so appreciate you for 
putting our Welcome Cards and other items in the back chair 
pockets in the Sanctuary each week.  I think about you and 
your service when I look at the pockets each Sunday, and I 
am especially thinking of you as we get ready to launch this 
new CONNECT Card sometime this month.  Thank you for 
serving, and please call me if the initial trade-out of cards is 
overwhelming… I’d love to help and hang out with you a bit!   

 
THANK YOU FOR SERVING OUR COMMUNITY 

I also want to thank everyone who came out to our Service IS 
Worship Day on Sunday, June 29th.  Also, thank you to those 
who were behind the scenes praying for the day.  This is one 
of my favorite days of the year, and we were out of town at a 
wedding.  I was thinking about you and praying for you and 
love seeing all the pictures coming in from the day.  Keep 

sending them!  Have a Jubilant July! Cecilia 

mailto:cecilia@sierrapres.com?subject=Sierra%20Story%20Article


         

 
“With many similar parables Jesus spoke the word to them, as much as they could 
understand.  He did not say anything to them without using a parable.  But when he was 
alone with his own disciples, he explained everything.” ~Mark 4:33-34. 
 
If one explores the teaching ministry of Jesus as recorded in the gospels, they will notice 
something fairly quickly.  Jesus most often taught through images or word pictures which 
were known as parables.  These stories which captured his hearer’s interest and passed on 
significant spiritual truths enabled others to picture these profound principles in language 
and thought forms that made sense to them.  Today, some 2,000 years later, Jesus’ 
parables still stand as the most spiritually significant teaching ever recorded. 

 Echoing this in the last century, C.S. Lewis sought to explain aspects of Christian faith 
through his various writings.  Early in his career his writing was more didactic, he taught 
truths directly and powerfully through such books as Mere Christianity, Miracles, and the 
Problem of Pain.  At the same time however, he came to realize that his books weren’t 
always reaching those he wanted to impact, that in fact may people would never pick-up, 
much less read, one of these “Christian” books.  So, he changed his approach.  As his 
writing career went along, he increasingly wrote works of fiction that taught many of the 
same truths but this time through pictures, images and stories.  In this way he believed he 
could sneak spiritual truths “past watchful dragons” and perhaps into people’s hearts and 
lives. 

 And so today, in a similar way, movies are often the medium by which many people 
may be exposed to the spiritual truths of the Christian faith.  Those that may never 
come to worship on a Sunday morning may see a film and consider its’ meaning 
and/or implications for their lives.  So, we look forward to an upcoming sermon 
series entitled Movies with a Message.  Beginning Sunday, July 13

th
 through 

Sunday, August 3
rd

 the Sunday morning message will include a video clip from a 
movie that will then be shown in its’ entirety the following Wednesday at 6:30pm at the 
church.  The first two films, Frozen and Up are designed to be family friendly the other two, 
“42” (Based on the life of Jackie Robinson) and “God’s Not Dead” may not be as 
appropriate for children but also contain a meaningful message.  Each Wednesday night we 
will have a discussion following the film and/or you will receive questions that could guide 
you and your family in a discussion of the film at another time.  In this way, we hope to put 
the message of God’s grace and the adventure of a life of faith in language and pictures 
that people can make sense of.  We encourage you to plan to invite family and friends for 
those Sundays and Wednesdays.  (See Page 13). 

 It is my firm belief that as followers of Jesus Christ, we have the best story.  We have 
found in scripture that God delights to save us through the giving of his Son Jesus.  This is 
not just good news for us; this is good news worth sharing.  So, may our community come 
to see and know the grace of God evident and at work in our lives, so that they may come 
to see it, taste it, and know it for themselves. 

Grace & Peace, 
         Pastor Mike 

         



  

Your Session at Work in June 

 

Statistics: Membership as of June 10:    365  

  Average worship attendance for May:  261 

   

This month Session met with the incoming elders and deacons. They welcomed 

incoming Elders: Craig Burgess, Jeff Patton, Pam Sufleski, and returning Elder Mary 

Reeve; and incoming Deacons: Deni Dax, Jeff Hall, Anna Ogden, and Karen Walden. 

 

Elder Dave Anderson reported on attending a wonderful ceremony on June 8 at the New 

Life Community Church for commissioning to the EPC. 

 

Session heard reports that: 

 The Hope Tea was a huge success 

 New small groups will be forming for The STORY in the fall 

Approximately 30 people showed up for the church work day 

 – Thanks! 

  

Submitted by your Clerk of Session 

Melinda Ronka 

         

Stephen Ministry Is Here For You  ~  It’s Okay To Be Human 
We’re brought up to be strong, self-sufficient, independent people.  We tend to think that if 
we ask for help, it’s a sign of weakness.  So, we try to keep our struggles hidden, stuffed 
deep inside.  However, that is not God’s plan.  Galatians 6:2 says, “Bear one another’s 
burdens and in this way fulfill the law of Christ.”  God want us to care for others and allow 
others to care for us in our time of need. 
So, which is it for you right at this moment?  Are you in need?...Give us a call.  We’re ready 
to listen, and we care.  Perhaps you’re feeling God’s nudge to stretch a bit and learn how to 
reach out and care for another?  We’re ready to talk with you and give you 
information about what it takes to be a Stephen Minister. 
There is a Stephen Minister card in the sanctuary chair pockets for you to 
fill out and you may turn it in at the Information Center.  We look forward to 
hearing from you.  This ministry is her for you! 
Together We Care…. 

Your Stephen Ministry Team 

 



  

One of the ways the Deacon Board members reach out to our 
congregation is to take a turn at writing an article for The Sierra Story.  I 

really look forward to reading each monthly article, and appreciate how 
much thought each deacon has put into his/her turn in their own unique style. 

 
It is now time to bid farewell to the outgoing deacons, Ruth Ann Riese, who 
served as our secretary; Evelyn Krein, who served as our treasurer; Dave and 
Nurene Bundock, who served as Communion server schedulers; and Dana 
Ritzman, who served as Sunshine, responsible for sending out the many cards 
to our parish members as needed.  The board extends a heart felt thanks for 
their faithful service these past three years.  We welcome our new board 
members, Deni Dax, Jeff Hall, Anna Ogden, and Karen Walden. 
 
There are many members in our congregation who have the spiritual gifts of 
nurturing, caring, and compassion.  Every year the Nominating Committee 
spends many hours in meetings prayerfully searching for deacon candidates 
with these spiritual gifts.  If you have been blessed with these gifts, I urge you to 
please pray about answering God’s call to serve in this capacity. 
 
We thank our congregation for their generous gifts to the deacon fund each 
month.  We have been able to provide assistance to those in need because of 
this fund. 
 
We are very grateful to the women on the Memorial Committee for their 
dedication in making our Memorial Receptions so special and beautiful.  They 
are much appreciated! 
 
I am looking forward to serving the last year of my three year term on the board.  
It’s been such a rewarding experience to serve God in an area where I can use 
my spiritual gifts. 
 
     The Lord is my rock, my fortress and my deliverer; my God is my rock, 

in whom I take refuge. 
      He is my shield and the horn of my salvation, my stronghold.   

Psalm 18:2 
 

Joan Ortlieb, Moderator and Parish 10 Deacon 



HEALING PRAYER—Prayer for 
God's healing touch on any area   
of your life is offered after each 
Sunday worship service in the 
Prayer Room. On the third Sunday 
of each month, Prayer Stations are 

set up inside the Sanctuary. All prayers are 
strictly confidential. 
 
Prayer teams are available for those who are 
in need of a home visit or are hospitalized.  
Call Caroline Obermuller (265-1910) or     
Marie Alden (265-5459). 
 
Healing Rooms of Nevada County takes place 
each Thursday evening from 7:00pm to 
9:00pm at Sierra Nevada Memorial Hospital in 
the Chapel—Located at 155 Glasson Way. 
Enter through the main entry doors. Christian 
prayer for healing in a small group setting. For 
more information, please call 478-1478. 

         

Pray Nevada County  
Each Tuesday, Noon-1:00 PM  
Open to all for Christian prayer,  

Pray Nevada County meets each 
Tuesday to pray for  

~ our county  
~ schools and families 

~ businesses and media 
~ governments and their services 

~ churches and parachurch ministries 

 
July 2014 

Empire Mine State Park 

Enter the main gate.  Proceed to the left across 

the parking lot  at picnic area. 
HEALING PRAYER 

Name Branch/Div/Location Family/Friend 

Thomas Akin Army Betz’s Family Friend 

Rick Atmospera U.S. Army—Hawaii 
Stan & Claudia Shurtz  

Son-in-Law 

Jason Bailey U.S. Army Rangers  Dennis & Bobbie Bailey 

James Brown U.S. Navy Lea William’s Son-in-Law 

Chris Burkhart Edwards Air Force Base, CA 
Amanda Burkhart—Husband 

The Burkhart's—Son 

Darrin Campbell U.S. Navy—Bahrain Patrick Campbell's Grandson 

Jacob Delaney U.S. Army—Iraq Susan Colbert—Nephew 

Matthew Doyle U.S. Navy—Lemoore, CA Judy Doyle—Son 

Matt Dusch 
U.S. Army—Warrant Officer 

Colorado Springs, CO 
Stan & Claudia Shurtz  

Stepson 

Uriah Gibson Afghanistan Millie Raiche—g. grandson 

Anthony Gilleland 
Staff Sgt.—Marines 

Afghanistan 
Bob & Gladys Joost 

Great Nephew 

Steven Harvey 
US Coast Guard Reserves 

Guantanamo Bay, Cuba 
Jonathan & Denise Harvey's 

Son 

Shane Havle Marines—Iraq Betz Family Friend 

Casey Haynes Iraq Tish Wathen— Neighbor’s son 

Scott Lawson 
AF Major/Flight Instructor 

Little Rock, Arkansas 
Don & Loretta Lawson 

Casey Lee 
U.S. Army 

Colorado Springs, CO 
Greg Lee’s Son 

Staff Sgt.  
Larry Moorhead 

U.S. Air Force 
Charleston, S.C. 

Beth & Jack Moorhead 
Grandson 

Matthew Nesselroad  U.S. Army, Kuwait 
Dick & Joan Ortlieb 

Grandson 

Lt. Megan Pascoe U.S. Army The Spreiers—Daughter 

Jeff Price Afghanistan The Pleski’s Grandson 

Lt Cmdr. Phil Pelikan Chaplain-USS Essex Karen Tyner 

Alec Schreiber  
Lance Corp. USMC  

Camp Pendleton, CA  
Paul Schreiber’s Grand-

son 

Matt Schreiber  M/Sgt. USMC Okinawa  Paul Schreiber’s Son 

Matthew Ward Afghanistan—July 
Charles & Norma Black 

Nephew 

Walter Wiggins U.S. Army Special Forces Nate & Betty Beason 

Evan Wolverton, LCpl USMC—Camp Pendleton Denise Harvey’s nephew 



  

Adult Sunday School 
We want to thank Jim Line for his well-researched and in depth teaching on the Torah Series which 

is the first 5 books of the Old Testament.  We also want to thank Jeff Patton for his well received 

teaching on the Holy Spirit using videos by Francis Chan.  Look for this class in the future at the 

9:00 hour. 

Adult Sunday School Schedule-July and August 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



         

07/02—Rivercats Baseball Game (Youth & Young Families) 
07/06-08/31—Mission Fields-Summer Adult Sunday School 
07/13—The STORY—Small Group Orientation Meeting @12 
07/13—Helen Allison Memorial @1:30pm 
07/14—Paul Fleischman Memorial Service (call office) 
07/16—The STORY Team Meeting @ 3:30pm 
07/16—”FROZEN” plays @6:30pm 
07/16 & 07/23—Family Movie Nights (sermon Series) 
07/20—Jenene Sowell, MFT Open House-Downstairs 
07/23—”UP” plays @6:30pm 
07/25—Bill Marshall Memorial—11:30am 
07/27—Discovery Membership Class 
07/28-08/03—Ankor Youth Backpack Trip 
07/29—40 Days of Prayer for The STORY begins 
07/30—Movie Night: “42” 
09/07—The STORY Begins!!! 
09/11—Sierra Bible Study Begins 
09/19-21—Men’s Retreat 
10/03—National Day of Repentance - Location TBD  

EVERY 
Sunday: 

EVERY 
Monday: 

EVERY 
Tuesday: 

EVERY 
Wednesday: 

EVERY 
Thursday: 

EVERY 
Friday: 

EVERY 
Saturday: 

Worship Services: 
9:00 Traditional 
10:30 Contemporary 

PRAISERCISE for 
Women:  
7:30am to 9am - 
Activity Room 

Men’s Bible  
Breakfast: 6:30am 

PRAISERCISE for 
Women:  
7:30am to 9am - 
Activity Room 

SIERRA WOMEN’S 
BIBLE STUDY 9am 
in Ryosa –resumes 
in September. 

PRAISERCISE for 
Women:  
7:30am to 9am - 
Activity Room 

 

HEALING PRAYER 
after Services 

PRAYER TEAM: 
1:30-2:30 
 

SPC Staff Meeting 
and Devotional 
10-11:30—Library 

 SPC Men's Small 
Groups 8:00-
9:30am (Room B) 

Holy Helpers 
(church bulletins)
9:00am-10:30am 
in the Library 

 

ADULT SUNDAY 
SCHOOL 
9AM & 10:30AM 
Details on our 
website 

*Stephen Minister 
Support on the 
2nd and 4th 
Mondays in  
Room B/C 
11am-1pm 

Worship Planning 
Meeting—1:00pm 
Cecilia’s Office 

Christian Women 
in Stitches Quilting 
Group meets on 
the 3rd 
Wednesday 10-2 in 
Room C 

 Mom’s 4 Mom’s 
Group Walks  
2nd & 4th Fridays 
at 9:30am at the 
Fairgrounds Gate 1 

  

KidVENTURE  
CHILDREN’S      
PROGRAMS: 
9:00am & 10:30am 

Third Sunday 
Worship Team 
Practice  
5pm-6:30pm  
in the Sanctuary 

PRAY NEVADA 
COUNTY:  
12-1pm:  

Empire Mine 

State Park (main 

gate @ picnic 

tables) 

ankor Youth:  
5pm-8pm 
Hatcher 1 

*Praise Choir  
Practice: 
6:00pm 

Primary Purpose AA 
Group-Hatcher 1 
6:30-8:30pm 

AA Group- 
Hatcher 3 
11am-12pm 

  

ankor Youth:  
10:15-11:30 
“ankored” 
Meet in Hatcher  
 

  *Praise Band  
Practice: 7:30-9pm 
*AV Practice 
7:15pm-8:30pm 

    

 Eskaton Bible 
Study on the 1st & 
3rd Mondays at 
7:00pm 

BULLETIN 
ARTICLES FOR THE 

UPCOMING 
SUNDAY ARE DUE 

ON TUESDAYS 

AA Group in Hatcher 2 & 
3 12-1pm 
Sierra Services for the 
Blind—1st & 3rd 
Thursdays 
1:30-3pm—Room B 

Grief & Loss 
Support Group 

10:30am  
Counseling Office 

1st & 3rd 
Thursdays 

   

Coming up: 

(Events in italics are outside 

groups) 

* See Weekly Calendar 

in the Sunday Bulletin 

for any rehearsal or 

other updates, 

especially through the 

Summer 

SAVE  THE  DATE 
September 11

th
  

 
Sierra Women’s Bible Study 

begins 
Proverbs and 2 Corinthians 

 
Thursday mornings from 9 – 11:15 

Call Betty Beason 
for further information: 470-9074 

Family  
Wednesdays 
Mautino Park 
9:30am-12pm 
Thru July 23 

http://sierrapres.com/#/sundays-at-sierra/current-series
http://sierrapres.com/#/ministries/womens-ministry
http://sierrapres.com/#/ministries/womens-ministry
http://sierrapres.com/#/ministries/prayer-ministry
http://sierrapres.com/#/sundays-at-sierra/adults-sundays
http://sierrapres.com/#/sundays-at-sierra/adults-sundays
http://sierrapres.com/#/sundays-at-sierra/adults-sundays
http://sierrapres.com/#/sundays-at-sierra/adults-sundays
http://sierrapres.com/#/kidventure
http://sierrapres.com/#/kidventure
http://sierrapres.com/#/kidventure
http://sierrapres.com/#/ankor-youth/ankor-mid-week
sierrapres.com/#/ankor-youth/ankor-on-sundays


SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

  1 2 3 4 5 

    

 

 

    

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

 

    

 

 

    

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

 

        

 

 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

 

     

August Sierra Story 
Articles Due—email to: 

cecilia@sierrapres.com 

 

27 28 29 30 31   

       

Session Meeting 
6:00pm 

Elder Reports Due Staff Reports Due 

Deacon Meeting 
3:00pm-4:30pm 

Finance Team 
Meeting 4pm 

RiverCats Game 

Properties 
Team Meeting 

3:00pm 

Mission Team 
Meeting 4:30-6pm 

SWAT Worship 
Planning 
Meeting 

4:30—Library 

Helen Allison 
Memorial 
@1:30pm 

Ankor Youth Day 
Hike—Grouse 
Ridge 8:45am 

 

Parent’s Time Out 
Free Childcare 
5-8pm RSVP 

Ankor Youth Day 
Hike—Castle 
Park 8:45am 

Ankor Backpack Overnighter 

Ankor Youth 
Mandatory 

Backpack Meeting  
3pm in Hatcher 

Please see the 
facing page for 

Weekly and  
Bi-Weekly Events 

Jenene Sowell 
“Open House” in 
the Counseling 
Office after both 

Services 

The STORY 
Adult Sunday 

School 
Orientation 

New Officer 
Ordination and 

Installation 

Outreach 
Committee 

Meeting 1pm 

Sermon on 
Movie: Frozen 

Sermon on 
Movie: UP 

Family Movie 
Night: 

6:30-8pm 

Family Movie 
Night: 

6:30-8pm 

Bill Marshall 
Memorial Service 

11:30am 

Discovery 
Membership 

Class: 12-4:30pm 

Ankor Backpack Trip—Ansel Adams Wilderness (07/28-08/03) 

40 Days of 
Prayer for The 
STORY begins 

Sermon on 
Movie: 42 

Movie Night: 
6:30-8pm 

Paul Fleishman 
Memorial—

Contact the office 
for details 



         

 NOTES FROM THE CHRISTIAN COUNSELING SERVICES 

I would like to extend greetings from Sierra Presbyterian Church Counseling Ministry and provide an 
update on events and activities provided by this branch of caring services.       

This Church ministry began approximately five years ago under the guidance of Karen Tyner, MFT.  Karen 
began facilitation of the Grief Group and provided counseling services to members of Sierra Presbyterian 
Church during her tenure.  Karen was a valued member of our congregation and in her ministry brought 
skills to those in need while working collaboratively with Stephen Ministers, PIP’s and Deacons.  Recently, 
Karen moved out of the area leaving her position vacant. 

I have been privileged to accept the call to become the new Director of Counseling Ministries.  I am a 
member of Sierra Presbyterian Church and believe deeply that God has presented me with this opportunity 
to further serve Him in this capacity.  Professionally, I am a licensed Marriage Family Therapist, having 
served most recently with Nevada County Behavioral Health and in private practice.  I have worked with 
individuals across the life span.   My areas of specialty include grief and loss, chronic, pervasive mental 
illness and domestic violence.  I count myself as blessed to be able to serve as a Christian counselor.  

During Karen’s absence, the Grief Group continued with the support of Pastor Mike and Audrey McIntosh.  
I have begun facilitation of this group which continues to meet the first and third Thursdays of each month.  
I would like to extend an invitation to anyone experiencing grief/loss issues to consider the Grief Group as 
an option for healing from a Christian perspective. 

The Counseling Ministry office is located in Room A below the sanctuary.  Currently I am in my office 
Tuesdays, Wednesday afternoons and Thursdays; other times by prior arrangement.   I welcome inquiries 
and suggestions.  I may be reached at 902-3391 and/or 478-1210 or through the church telephone number 
at extension 24. 

I would like to extend an invitation to meet you between services during the month of July in the Lobby.  

Also, I will have an Open House in the Counseling Office Downstairs after both Services on Sunday, July 

20th.  I’m looking forward to meeting you soon! 

-Jenene Sowell, MFT 

Welcome Jenene Sowell!   

While familiar to many of you, we welcome Jenene into an independent contractor relationship with the 
church for coordination of counseling ministry.  What this means, is that while not a paid position, the 
church has agreed to give Jenene the use of office space (Downstairs off the multi-purpose room) while 
she performs counseling for individuals and families of all ages, i.e. children to late adulthood.  She will 
also facilitate support groups such as a our current Grief Support Group, provide counseling resources as 
needed for church members, staff and community and do consultation and referrals to appropriate 
professionals.  We look forward to how Jenene’s background in mental health and other counseling skills 
will contribute to the caring ministries of Sierra Presbyterian Church.  Plan now to stop by and say “Hi” to 
Jenene at the open house that will be held on Sunday, July 20

th
, downstairs in the Counseling Office.   

 
-Pastor Mike 

         



         

The STORY tells the grandest, most compelling saga of all time: The STORY of a God who loves his 
children, who established for them a way of salvation and provided a route to eternity.  The last few 
weeks we have heard from Pastor Mike and Pastor Linda how we at Sierra will be able to participate in 
The STORY experience starting in September with Sunday sermons, Sunday school classes and small 
groups.  I want to tell you how we at can gift this story to the Nevada City and Grass Valley 
communities, with your help. 

Many churches that have used The STORY program have seen miraculous growth, with people they 
have been trying to get into fellowship for years joining.  The great commission is the instruction of the 
resurrected Christ to his disciples that they spread his teachings to all.  As Christ followers, we are the 
disciples of Nevada County. 

Tuesday nights, starting Sept 9
th
, The STORY will be offered in a book club form to our community.  Do 

you have neighbors, children or grandchildren who don’t know or understand God’s love for them or 
God’s plans for them?   In a non-threatening, loving manner, Jim Line will lead the study of the Old 
Testament story, followed by Pastor Mike in the spring with the New Testament.   We will be 
advertizing this opportunity to the community in several ways, including newspaper and radio ads plus 
face-to-face at local, public events. 

Three things we need from you: 

1. Prayer…please pray daily for all who will be involved in presenting The STORY and those attending 
that they come to know our Lord. 

2. We need volunteers to teach the children’s program Tuesday nights during the Book club. We are 
praying that as many as 200 of our neighbors attend and bring their families. They need to see our 
love for them. 

3. Lastly, we need monetary support.  There will be a nominal charge for The STORY Book and 
student guide...With your donations we would be able to lower the cost of these books, plus NIV 
Bibles that we would like to have on hand to offer to our guests.  We would also like to be able to 
gift these books to those who cannot afford to buy them.  If you are willing to help us monetarily 
please write your check to SPC & note “The STORY” in the memo section.  Or you can make a one 
time donation to The STORY by going to the church website.  

 As Jesus told us in Matthew 28:16-20: “Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them 
in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit and teaching them to obey everything that I 
have commanded you and surely I am with you always, to the end of the age.” 

 This is our chance to follow that command in our own community. 

Thank you for your support.  Judy Doyle (Program Manager) 



  

We are looking forward to visiting with and hearing from many of our global and local missionaries this 

summer! Check over the schedule on Page 7, and make sure you are here for all the news! 

DAVID AND JULEE SCHOCH and family will be leaving Albania for the summer and coming to visit their 
sponsoring churches as well as settling their son, Timothy, in San Luis Obispo for his first year at Cal Poly.  
They will also check on the independent living arrangements for their son, Matthew who just finished his 
second year of college.  They ask for prayers for Timothy as he makes such big changes in adjusting to life 
in the USA.  They also pray that the believers who have been gathering faithfully will continue while they 
are gone and that the teammates can hold the fort! 

TROY AND CAROLINE WILSON, San Francisco.  The name of the new start up church is The Table!  
Troy says, "I believe Jesus when He said: "I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never be 
hungry again. Whoever believes in me will never be thirsty.' We wanted a name that evoked the following 
emotions: Jesus is real and present, San Franciscans are hungry, there's room for everyone. Comment 
from a grad student who lives in their building: "Troy, I love the name, The Table.  We're all hungry aren't 
we?! I want to come." Another comment from an artist: "The Table is a great name for San Francisco 
because we're all foodies here and we love organic and love to get to know one another around the table.  
It sounds like everyone can come. "  Pray that this will be a successful, welcoming venture. 

MARK AND DAYNA BLAIR, Beijing, China, are realizing they will soon be saying "good-bye" to dozens of 
their members who'll graduate from their Bachelor's, Master's, and Ph.d programs. Almost 100 nations will 
be changed by these dynamic Gospel-servants who have become more mature leaders here in China.  
June also marks five years of Mark and Dayna's pastoral ministry in Beijing...where did the time go? 

CRAIG AND LOREN LINQUIST, Entebbe, Uganda, came to visit with us recently and are now back in 

Uganda for the graduation of their son, Jonathan from RVA.  They are looking forward to having family visit 

with them (including our own Meryl Wilson...proud grandma!) for the graduation and for a fun holiday.  As 

Craig shared with us when he was here, it is hard for them to realize that they have been in the field as 

missionaries in Uganda for ten years already! 

Submitted by Jeanne Kraft for the Missions Team 

SCHOOL BACKPACK MINISTRY 
 
The Backpack/School Outreach Ministry Team have been making connections and organizing concerned 
thoughts with Women of Worth for the up coming second annual School Backpack Ministry.  PLEASE 
WATCH FOR FUTURE INFORMATION.  We will start disbursing flyers that will have a list of the needed 
school supplies and a display table with the needed school supplies between services on July 13th, 20th, 
27th and Aug. 3rd. We will also, accept money donations.  PLEASE KEEP THE TEAM IN PRAYER. THE 
BACKPACKS AND SCHOOL SUPPLIES ARE A REAL NEED FOR HOMELESS AND VERY POOR 
STUDENTS.  The team has been blessed with highly complimentary feed back from school officials, 
teachers, parents and the community.  We thank you in advance for your prayers and concern.  
 

Submitted by Anna Ogden 

  



 

         



  

MEN’S RETREAT 
Register now, Pick Up Brochure 

@Information Booth 

 

September 19-21, 2014 
Grizzly Creek Ranch, Portola, CA 

 

“ANSWERING GOD’S CALL” 
Drawing closer to God & Intimacy with Jesus 

Finding your place in ministry and the church 

Discerning your spiritual gifts 

Growing in relationship with other men 

Enjoying God’s creation as we spend time together 

RYOSA KITCHEN UPDATE 
As of July 1, 2014, we have a little over $93,000 in the Ryosa kitchen ex-
pansion fund. Our kitchen remodel team estimates we can begin construc-
tion to double our kitchen’s size when we have approximately $150,000 in 
the fund -  so we are almost 2/3 of the way to our goal!  
We are receiving roughly $5,000 a year from your donations. In addition, 
the HOPE team raised a little over $6,000 from their recent women’s tea. A 
BIG THANK YOU TO EVERYONE THAT SUPPORTED THE LAST HOPE 
TEA! And, another BIG thank you to everyone that has helped in raising 
money for this much needed kitchen project. 

We Appreciate You Lisa and Gayle!! 
 
We want to thank Lisa Vossmeyer for 
her many years of service to Sierra Pres. 

managing the 
library.  She has kept the 
library in immaculate 
condition and has 
continually updated the 
library with valuable new 
books using great 

spiritual discernment. She is stepping 
down from this position in mid July.  We 
will miss her very much.  Gail Parle, her 
assistant has been a valuable asset for 
Lisa.  She will also be retiring in mid-
July.  Be sure to say “thank you” when 
you see them! 

Thank you to everyone who Served in Our Community and at SPC, and those who were in prayer 
for the projects. 
Here are a couple of “Thank You’s” we received from IFM: 
 

Sierra Presbyterian Church…to the rescue. 
Interfaith Food Ministry has been in its new building for 3 months.  With 100-200 families 
coming through our doors 3 days a week for groceries and numerous volunteers helping 7 
days a week making sure the food is organized and given out, the building was in need of 
some general clean up.  On Sunday, June 29th, your congregation went out into the 
community to serve.  You put action to your claim to love others.  Thank you to the team of 
people who came to clean up IFM and thank you to everyone involved in organizing a day 
that was a blessing to so many in our community. -Sue Van Son, IFM Executive Director  
 
Bill, I just wanted to thank you and your volunteers for all the support and hard work 
yesterday on behalf of Interfaith Food Ministry.  It was a pleasure working with all of you – 
what superb individuals.  Thanks for your efforts.  -Regards, Myra Arstein 



 




