


><>  Editor’s Letter ><> 
Praise God for all this rain (and even a little snow) 
and for your faithful prayers!  Let’s all pray for Karen 

Tyner as she moves to another location, and pray for 
ourselves as we grieve her absence :-/.  Although I haven’t 
had the pleasure of being counseled by her, I have had the 
pleasure to work with her on staff and become friends with 
her.  I have not known her nearly as long as many of you, but 
I’ve known her long enough to know that she is a very caring, 
compassionate friend, mom and grandma.  Also, she has 
brought much comfort to many in the grief counseling 
services she offered here at Sierra Pres.  Karen will be 
moving to Santa Cruz to live in between her two daughters to 
love on them and her grandchildren.  It’s been a while since 
we’ve enjoyed her “Scripture Sunbeams” articles- I found this 
one from the April, 2011 Sierra Story.  Thank you, Karen!!! 
 ><> Cecilia Shampay><> 
cecilia@sierrapres.com / 530-575-6637 

Scripture Sunbeams  
by Karen Tyner 

 
EASTER:  The very word brings up so many 
memories.  It reminds me of Spring and the way 
God faithfully paints His landscape every year.  He 
mixes colors and creates designs that I would never 
think of.  His bouquets to us are beyond our 
imagination!  He freshens the earth creating an 
environment in which we can grow:  spiritually, 
mentally and physically.  EASTER reminds me of 
family reunions; shopping for that special Easter 
outfit as a little child; surprise baby chicks and 
powder-puff bunnies.  Being a participant of an 
Easter egg hunt as a child and then later as a 
parent or friend hiding eggs for others to find.  
EASTER makes me think of Easter Sunrise 
Services that we held at our little Congregational 
church when I was growing up.  My mother was the 
organist so we attended everything!  But I loved it!  
Most Easter times held good memories, some 
remain bittersweet.   
 Oh Spring…you are welcome!  We need 
your gracious nudging.  We need to be stirred from 
our slumber, we need gentle breezes to blow away 
the threatening clouds so we can see again the 
mountains of challenge that make us want to climb 
higher.  The blessing of Spring, and Easter, is this:  
our Lord who renews the trees with buds and 
blossoms, who renews the grass with green in 
place of brown, is ready to renew your life and mine 
with hope and courage.  The promise of change is 
all around.  The promises of our Lord never fails.  
Easter is here!!   
 Lamentations 3:22-23 “Because of the 
LORD’s great love we are not consumed, for His 
compassions never fail.  They are new every 
morning; great is your faithfulness.” 
 1Peter 1:3  “Praise be to the God and Father 
of our Lord Jesus Christ!  In His great mercy He has 
given us new birth into a living hope through the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.” 
 A blessed Easter time to you all!  Try 
planting some “spring thoughts” in your heart, and 
the heart of a friend or loved one, today!  Ask our 
Lord how to arrange your bouquet for that person.  
Then deliver it with joy and anticipation! 
 

Karen, We Love You and We Will Miss You Dearly! 
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To be Strategically Engaged in God’s Mission Locally, Regionally, and Globally. 
 

One of our Church Leadership’s identified goals is that of being strategically engaged in God’s mission 

locally, regionally, and globally.  We seek to fulfill this goal in obedience to Jesus’ call to be his “witnesses in 

Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth” (Acts 1:8).  In our context this looks like 

serving as Christ’s witness in Western Nevada County, in Northern California, and beyond.  The question is what 

does that look like? 

 

Worship in Service- In this past year, we as a church have placed a greater emphasis on how our worship can be 

expressed in practical service to others.  Jesus came not to be served but to serve and to give his life as a ransom 

for many (Mark 10:45).  In practical expression of this, Jesus would later wash his disciples feet, saying, “I have 

set you an example that you should do as I have done for you” (John 13:15).  In following his example then, we 

seek to give practical expression to our worship of God by the way we serve others in our community.  Carrying 

this out once again, we are looking forward to Sunday, June 29th as our next Worship in Service Sunday.  As 

detailed in upcoming Sunday bulletins and future Sierra Stories, we will share a time of fellowship and then have 

a brief commissioning service before we go out and worship God in our community through tangible acts of 

service.  Soon, we will be looking for ideas from you as to how we might express our worship in serving our 

community for Christ’s sake. 

 

San Francisco Church Plant-On Sunday, March 30th we had the pleasure of having Troy Wilson who is the 

pastor for our Presbytery’s Church Plant in San Francisco, come and share the message for that morning.  While 

our church’s leadership team (Session) has already had the chance to meet Troy and we as a church are already 

supporting this venture financially, we wanted to give the congregation an opportunity to catch the vision for 

planting churches in our region and how we can be a part of it.  We look forward to how this partnership will be 

expressed in further ways in the future. 

 

Mexicali Mission Trip-From April 12-19th we are sending a mission team to Mexicali, Mexico.  This team will be 

commissioned in worship on Sunday, April 6th.  We will then have the joy of hearing of their experience as they 

lead us in worship on Sunday, April 27th.  While we might not be able to go ourselves, we have financially 

supported the team by purchasing pre-made dinners, and can commit to praying for them and learning from them 

upon their return.  In this way we serve as Christ’s witnesses out into the world. 

 

Ongoing Adventures in Acts-Part 3 (Acts 15-21)-Beginning May 25th we will pick-up where we left off in a 

series of sermons on the Book of Acts.  Acts is the travel journal of the early church as it spread the message of 

Christ out into the world.  As we seek to continue to be a part of God’s mission in the world; we look forward to 

ways that this part of Acts will challenge us and encourage us to serve as Christ’s witnesses in our day. 

 

Adult Education Classes & Visits from Some of our Missionaries-We always have more we can learn about how 

the world is being impacted for Christ.  One way we can do this is by learning from missionaries as they return 

from service.  These partners in the work of the gospel have given their lives in Christ’s service in various parts 

of the world.  We look forward then, to having mission partners like the Linquist’s, Curry’s, and Schoch’s visit 

us this summer so that we can increase our partnership with them through prayer, giving, and receiving from 

their experience. 

 

Certainly these are not the only ways we fulfill our call to strategically engage in God/s mission.  Rather, Paul 

tells us that “Whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to 

God the Father through him” (Colossians 3:17).  In other words, we can engage in God’s mission each and every 

day through our words and through tangible acts of service that points others to Christ.  So let us engage… 

         



  

Your Session at Work in March 
 

Statistics: Membership as of March 11:    371  
  Average worship attendance for December:  290 
 

 The Armory Team reported that talks are still in progress about the use of a portion of the 
Armory building. 

 Session approved the “Worship in Service” weekend to be held June 28
th
 and 29

th
. 

 Session also approved some upcoming events to be held on the SPC campus: the 
Bidwell Presbyterian Church’s (Chico) couples retreat, the Sierra College Voice Class’ 
final recital, and the 15

th
 Annual Cancer Support Potluck. 

 Karen Tyner was honored before the March Session meeting for all her service to the 
church. 

 

Submitted by your Clerk of Session, Melinda Ronka 

 Here's what's happening in Children's Ministries:  Kids are showing up!  (Maybe you've seen them 

on a Sunday morning.)  Well, we want to be prepared.  Next fall, we are planning to put together a Sunday 

morning program for children ages 2 years old through the fifth grade.  We have found a curriculum called 

TRU which is a program from David C. Cook Publishing that helps families train up their children in their 

Christian faith at home while Children's Ministry staff and volunteers teach lessons at church.  Together we 

plan to raise lifelong followers of Jesus. 

 This program is going to take quite a bit of preparation and lots of help from the people (who 

love children) from Sierra Pres! 

 This will be affecting our summer plans.  Although we will still be having PTO (Parent Time Outs) 

and a children's camp experience, we will NOT be hosting our usual Summer Sensation this year.  We are 

sad about this, but know that there is not enough time to get all of it done by this summer.  So, those of you 

who look forward to participating in, or just love hearing about the excitement of having a lot of children 

running around our church for a week, we will have to wait until next year for the next fun-filled, God-

centered program we call Summer Sensation. 

 Other family friendly events happening this summer are the Message & Movie Nights that Pastor 

Mike is planning. 

 We are moving forward in loving our children and looking for ways to reach them and their families 

with the Good News of the Gospel.  For any questions, please call Beth Grebe, Children's Ministry elder. 

-Submitted by Beth Grebe, Elder of Children’s Ministries 

  



  

DEACON’S CORNER… 
 

Communion and Communion Servers 
 

While they were eating, Jesus took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to His disciples, 
saying:  “Take it, this is my body”. 
 
Then He took the cup, gave thanks and offered it to them, and they all drank from it. 
 
“This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many,” He said to them.  “I tell you the 
truth, I will not drink again of the fruit of the vine until that day when I drink it a new in the Kingdom 
of God.”  (Mark 14:  22-25). 
 
It is the practice at Sierra Presbyterian Church to observe Communion (also known as the Lord’s 
Supper, or Eucharist) on the first Sunday of each month and on Maundy Thursday.  There are 
some faiths that observe the Lord’s Supper on each Sunday. 
 
One of the pre-requisites for a Communion Server in the Presbyterian Church is to be an active 
Elder or Deacon, or to have been an elder or deacon in the past. At Sierra Presbyterian Church 
there are approximately 85 active people who fall into this category.  There are actually more, but 
because of physical limitations or age they are no longer able to help with the serving. 
 
As Deacons for the past three years, it has been our responsibility to have sixteen individuals 
ready to serve communion on the first Sunday of each month, eight for the first service and eight 
for the second service.  In the first service, the communion elements are served to the 
congregation, and in the second service members of the congregation who are physically able go 
forward to be served, and those who are not able to go forward are served in their seats. 
 
The servers assemble at the front of the sanctuary about fifteen minutes prior to the beginning of 
the worship service for instructions, assignments and prayer.  Then the communion, the bread and 
the juice, is served at the scheduled time in the service.  As the elements are served, the servers 
are instructed to say (for the bread) “In remembrance of Christ’s body given for you” and (for the 
juice) “In remembrance of Christ’s blood shed for you” to the person they are serving, who in turn 
repeats this to the person they are serving.  Things don’t always work out this way, but that is the 
goal. 
 
Our three year tenure of service ends on June 30 of this year, and we would like to thank all of the 
elders and deacons who are currently serving and those who have served on boards previously 
for their willingness to serve you, the congregation, and for their devotion, humbleness and 
professionalism.  It has been a pleasure for us to serve in this capacity and we wish to thank you 

very much. 
 

Blessings to all of you – Nurene and Dave Bundock 
                                        Deacons, Parish 9 



HEALING PRAYER—Prayer for 
God's healing touch on any area   
of your life is offered after each 
Sunday worship service in the 
Prayer Room. On the third Sunday 
of each month, Prayer Stations are 

set up inside the Sanctuary. All prayers are 
strictly confidential. 
 
Prayer teams are available for those who are 
in need of a home visit or are hospitalized.  
Call Caroline Obermuller (265-1910) or     
Marie Alden (265-5459). 
 
Healing Rooms of Nevada County takes place 
each Thursday evening from 7:00pm to 
9:00pm at Sierra Nevada Memorial Hospital in 
the Chapel—Located at 155 Glasson Way. 
Enter through the main entry doors. Christian 
prayer for healing in a small group setting. For 
more information, please call 478-1478. 

         

Pray Nevada County  
Each Tuesday, Noon-1:00 PM  
Open to all for Christian prayer,  

Pray Nevada County meets each 
Tuesday to pray for  

~ our county  
~ schools and families 

~ businesses and media 
~ governments and their services 

~ churches and parachurch ministries 

 
April 2014 

SIERRA Presbyterian Church 

HEALING PRAYER 

Name Branch/Div/Location Family/Friend 

Thomas Akin Army Betz’s Family Friend 

Rick Atmospera U.S. Army—Ft. Lewis, WA 
Stan & Claudia Shurtz  

Son-in-Law 

Jason Bailey U.S. Army Rangers  Dennis & Bobbie Bailey 

James Brown U.S. Navy Lea William’s Son-in-Law 

Chris Burkhart Edwards Air Force Base, CA 
Amanda Burkhart—Husband 

The Burkhart's—Son 

Darrin Campbell U.S. Navy—Bahrain Patrick Campbell's Grandson 

Jacob Delaney U.S. Army—Iraq Susan Colbert—Nephew 

Matthew Doyle U.S. Navy—Lemoore, CA Judy Doyle—Son 

Matt Dusch 
U.S. Army—Warrant Officer 

Colorado Springs, CO 
Stan & Claudia Shurtz  

Stepson 

Uriah Gibson Afghanistan Millie Raiche—g. grandson 

Anthony Gilleland 
Staff Sgt.—Marines 

Afghanistan 
Bob & Gladys Joost 

Great Nephew 

Steven Harvey 
US Coast Guard  

Port Security, San Francisco 
Jonathan & Denise Harvey's 

Son 

Shane Havle Marines—Iraq Betz Family Friend 

Casey Haynes Iraq Tish Wathen— Neighbor’s son 

Scott Lawson 
AF Major/Flight Instructor 

Little Rock, Arkansas 
Don & Loretta Lawson 

Casey Lee U.S. Army—Afghanistan Greg Lee’s Son 

Staff Sgt.  
Larry Moorhead 

U.S. Air Force 
Charleston, S.C. 

Beth & Jack Moorhead 
Grandson 

Matthew Nesselroad  U.S. Army, Kuwait 
Dick & Joan Ortlieb 

Grandson 

Lt. Megan Pascoe U.S. Army The Spreiers—Daughter 

Jeff Price Afghanistan The Pleski’s Grandson 

Lt Cmdr. Phil Pelikan Chaplain-USS Essex Karen Tyner 

Alec Schreiber  
Lance Corp. USMC  

Camp Pendleton, CA  
Paul Schreiber’s Grand-

son 

Matt Schreiber  M/Sgt. USMC Okinawa  Paul Schreiber’s Son 

Matthew Ward Afghanistan—July 
Charles & Norma Black 

Nephew 

Walter Wiggins U.S. Army Special Forces Nate & Betty Beason 

Evan Wolverton, LCpl USMC—Camp Pendleton Denise Harvey’s nephew 



  

  

Why a Seder? 
 The Seder dinner, which marks the beginning of Jewish Passover, 

commemorates the deliverance of the Jews out of Egypt.  This 
is where we first get the concept of salvation in our Christian 
faith.  Egypt becomes an image of slavery to sin, and the 
Exodus an image an experience of salvation, of being saved 
from sin.  The word “Exodus” literally means, “The Way Out” 
as in:  The way out of sin.  The blood of the lamb that saved 
the Jews is commemorated in the Seder meal, and we 

understand this to be fulfilled in the blood of Jesus, “our Passover lamb, who 
has been sacrificed” (1 Corinthians 5:7).  The “cup of the new covenant”     
(1 Corinthians 11:25) that Jesus told his disciples to drink was the cup of his 
blood.  The bread which Jesus told his disciples to eat in remembrance of him, 
was the unleavened bread of the Passover.   

If you want to gain a better understanding of Salvation, Communion, Jesus, and 
Christianity you can learn a lot from Judaism. 

 

Join us for these upcoming Services 

Sunday, April 6th:  Because of the Resurrection… 
We Can Be Joined Together in Christ—Pastor Mike 
(And Commissioning of the Mexicali Mission Team) 

 
April 13th: Palm Sunday: The Disciples’ Big Day—Pastor Linda 

 
Maundy Thursday—7:00pm—Seder Dinner Message by Pastor Mike 

 
Good Friday Community Service—Noon—Message by Rev. Dan Prout 

 
Easter Sunday—Message by Pastor Mike 

 
Sunday, April 27—Led by the Mexicali Mission team 



         

4/3, 5/1, 6/5—Mom’s Group Meets 
04/11—The Marriage Course 
04/12-04/19—Mexicali Mission Trip 
04/17—Maundy Thursday Service @ SIERRA Pres 
04/18—Good Friday Service, Noon at SIERRA Pres 
04/18—PTO– Parent’s Time Out Free Childcare 
04/20—Easter Sunday 
04/25-27, 2014—Women’s Retreat at Lake Tahoe 
04/27—Mexicali Mission Team Leads us in Worship 
05/01—National Day of Prayer, 7 PM - Location TBD 
05/03—Grass Valley Male Voice Choir Spring Concert 
05/17—H.O.P.E. Tea 
05/17—LivingWell Medical Clinic Walk for Life 
06/29—Worship in Service 
10/03—National Day of Repentance - Location TBD  
11/02 or 11/03—Prayer for National Election  

EVERY 
Sunday: 

EVERY 
Monday: 

EVERY 
Tuesday: 

EVERY 
Wednesday: 

EVERY 
Thursday: 

EVERY 
Friday: 

EVERY 
Saturday: 

Worship Services: 
9:00 Traditional 
10:30 Contemporary 

PRAISERCISE for 
Women:  
7:30am to 9am - 
Activity Room 

Men’s Bible  
Breakfast: 6:30am 

PRAISERCISE for 
Women:  
7:30am to 9am - 
Activity Room 

SIERRA WOMEN’S 
BIBLE STUDY 9am 
in Ryosa  

PRAISERCISE for 
Women:  
7:30am to 9am - 
Activity Room 

 

HEALING PRAYER 
after Services 

PRAYER TEAM: 
1:30-2:30 
 

SPC Staff Meeting 
and Devotional 
10-11:30—Library 

Christian Women 
in Stitches Quilting 
Group meets on 
the 3rd 
Wednesday 10-2 in 
Room C 

SPC Men's Small 
Groups 8:00-
9:30am (Room B) 

Holy Helpers 
(church bulletins)
9:00am-10:30am 
in the Library 

 

ADULT SUNDAY 
SCHOOL 
9AM & 10:30AM 
Details on our 
website 

*Stephen Minister 
Support on the 
2nd and 4th 
Mondays in  
Room B/C 
11am-1pm 

Worship Planning 
Meeting—1:00pm 
Cecilia’s Office 

AA Group in 
Hatcher 2 & 3 
12-1pm 

*Bells Practice: 5:15pm 
*Ensemble  Practice:  
6:45-7:15pm 
*Choir  Practice: 
7:15pm 

Mom’s 4 Mom’s 
Group Walks  
2nd & 4th Fridays 
at 9:30am at the 
Fairgrounds Gate 1 

  

KidVENTURE  
CHILDREN’S      
PROGRAMS: 
9:00am & 10:30am 

Third Sunday 
Worship Team 
Practice  
5pm-6:30pm  
in the Sanctuary 

PRAY NEVADA 
COUNTY:  
12-1pm:  

SIERRA 

PRESBYTERIAN 

CHURCH 

ankor Youth:  
5:30pm-8pm 
Hatcher 1 

*Praise Choir  
Practice: 
6:00pm 

Primary Purpose AA 
Group-Hatcher 1 
6:30-8:30pm 

AA Group- 
Hatcher 3 
11am-12pm 

  

ankor Youth:  
10:15-11:30 
“ankored” 
Meet in Hatcher  
 

  *Praise Band  
Practice: 7:30-9pm 
*AV Practice 
7:15pm-8:30pm 

Mom’s 4 Mom’s 
Meets the  

First Thursday of 
every month  
4:45-7:15pm 

   

 Eskaton Bible 
Study on the 1st & 
3rd Mondays at 
7:00pm 

BULLETIN 
ARTICLES FOR THE 

UPCOMING 
SUNDAY ARE DUE 

ON TUESDAYS 

Sierra Services for 
the Blind—1st & 
3rd Thursdays 
1:30-3pm—Room B 

Grief & Loss 
Support Group 

10:30am  
Counseling Office 

1st & 3rd 
Thursdays 

   

Coming up: 

(Events in italics are outside 

groups) 

* See Weekly Calendar 

in the Sunday Bulletin 

for any rehearsal or 

other updates. 

WORSHIP IN SERVICE IS 
COMING!!!!!!!!!!Save the date for 
this enriching experience. – Sunday, 
June 29

th
. Details coming soon. 

http://sierrapres.com/#/sundays-at-sierra/current-series
http://sierrapres.com/#/ministries/womens-ministry
http://sierrapres.com/#/ministries/womens-ministry
http://sierrapres.com/#/ministries/prayer-ministry
http://sierrapres.com/#/sundays-at-sierra/adults-sundays
http://sierrapres.com/#/sundays-at-sierra/adults-sundays
http://sierrapres.com/#/sundays-at-sierra/adults-sundays
http://sierrapres.com/#/sundays-at-sierra/adults-sundays
http://sierrapres.com/#/kidventure
http://sierrapres.com/#/kidventure
http://sierrapres.com/#/kidventure
http://sierrapres.com/#/ankor-youth/ankor-mid-week
sierrapres.com/#/ankor-youth/ankor-on-sundays


SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

  1 2 3 4 5 

    

 

 

    

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

 

 

AARP Renewal 
Driving Class 

4H Dog Training Class 

   

 

 

    

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

 

        

 

 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

 

 

April Sierra Story 
Articles Due—email to: 

cecilia@sierrapres.com     

 

27 28 29 30    

       

Session Meeting 
6:00pm 

Elder Reports Due Staff Reports Due 

Deacon Meeting 
2:30-4pm 

Finance Team 
Meeting 4pm 

Level 1 
Women’s 

Mentoring 6pm 
Fellowship Hall 

Advanced 
Women’s 
Mentoring 
2:30pm 

Fellowship Hall 

Men’s 
Mentoring  

6:00pm-8pm 
in Room B 

MOM’S GROUP 
4:45-7:15pm 

In Ryosa 

Prayer Admin 
Team Meeting 

12pm 

Properties 
Team Meeting 

3:00pm 

Final Marriage 
Course 

Mission Team 
Meeting 

4:30-6pm 
in Ryosa 

SWAT Worship 
Planning 
Meeting 

4:30—Library 
Library Work Day 

12:30-3:30pm 

Young Families Small 
Group in Ryosa 

Small Group Vision 
Team in the Library 

Mexicali Mission Trip (04/12-04/19) - Please pray for the Team 

PALM SUNDAY 

Easter Break—Sonshine Preschool 

Maundy 

Thursday 

Service: 7pm 

Good Friday 

Community 

Service  

SPC @Noon 

EASTER 

SUNDAY 

Women’s Retreat @Lake 
Tahoe 04/25-04/27 

Women’s 
Retreat  

@Lake Tahoe 
04/25-04/27 

AARP 
“Car Fit” 

9am-12pm 

Parent’s Time Out 
Free Childcare 
5-8pm RSVP 

Mexicali 
Mission Team 
Leads Worship 

9am Traditional  
10:30am 

Contemporary 



         
MISSIONARY UPDATE APRIL 2014 

Matthew 24:14 Jesus said: ”And the Gospel of the Kingdom will be preached in the whole world 
as a testimony to all nations, and then the end will come.” 

CRAIG AND LOREN LINQUIST, Potter’s Field Ministries, Entebbe, Uganda 

The Linquists continue to be extremely busy, having had a constant flow of visiting Teams to help in the 
ministry since January. Some highlights: At the church they are having a course on marriage counseling, in 
which 16 couples (who co-habit) 6 married couples, and 15 singles (mainly in their teens or early 20’s) are 
attending. In Uganda, a marriage certificate cannot be signed unless the parents sign it, and the dowry has 
been paid. The dowry is usually too much for a young person to pay, so co-habiting is prevalent. To guide 
them Biblically through this process is a challenge…but rewarding. A short boat ride away where Pastor 
Deus has the farm, which mainly helps the widows, the Teams have helped to build a church and a guest 
house. The ministry over there is thriving, and Deus is a true evangelist. The school at the church opened 
in January with 220 students. Barbara is the principal. Dianna the nurse, who no longer is working with the 
church due to some of the things she was doing, continues to be a problem. Recently she tried to imprison 
one of the Island Pastors. In May Craig and Loren will be taking a break. They will visit relatives in 
England, then attend a Pastor’s conference in Philadelphia before making their way to California! 

STEVE AND LORI CURRY, Wycliffe, Papua New Guinea. 

They, (and of course we) are thanking the Lord for healing Lori of cancer. At the end of March she will be 
returning to Papua New Guinea to join her family. In June they will be ending their 4 year assignment, and 
will return for a year of “home assignment” (furlough).  Then in June 2015 they will return to PNG so that 
Daniel can graduate from 12

th
 grade. Their home assignment will be spent in Redding, California, and 

during that time they will be seeking the Lord’s will for their future, after Daniel’s graduation. Pray for them 
as they go through these years of transition. 

CHRIS JACKSON, Wycliffe,  Cameroon, West Africa. 
His great letter tells of a literacy workshop for adults who had never learned to read, and the freedom they 
enjoy when they can read and write. They are also thanking God for early rains. There was a dispute in the 
village over fair usage of water, so one of the neighbors dug up the water pipes, which interrupted the flow 
to Chris’ house. But God sent early rains, so the water off the roof was channeled into tanks, which have 
been kept full by God’s provision. It has been one year since Karen died. It is Cameroonian tradition to hold 
a memorial/thanksgiving celebration one year after the passing of a loved one. The Jackson’s decided to 
observe this time with family and close friends doing what Karen loved to do. They went to a nearby lake 
and spent the day swimming, sailing a 2-man sailboat, picnicking, having S’mores around a campfire, 
where they shared precious memories of Karen. They ended the day by lighting tea candles on small 
bamboo rafts, and set them adrift on the lake. Their little flames radiated light over the darkness of the 
water, just as Karen’s love and faith pierced the darkness all around her. 



         

         

Stephen Ministry Is Here For You 
Would you like someone to talk with?  Someone who is trained to listen, to 

pray with you and not planning to give you advice?  That someone is one of 

our Stephen Ministers and one is available for you.   

Everything you say to your Stephen Minister is confidential.  You and your 

Stephen Minister decide where and when to meet and for what length of time.  

Stephen Ministry is a gift for you – it is a Christ centered ministry allowing 

you to talk things out with someone in a safe environment, 

trusting God for the answers and healing. 

If you are ready to learn more, please call Audrey McIntosh at 

the church office 254-3291 x18.  Be ready to experience the 

love and peace of Christ. 

Your Stephen Ministry Team 

 

Adult Sunday School 
We want to thank Mary Reeve for her excellent in-depth teaching on “The Lord’s Prayer”.  
What a great theme to teach about and get more involved with.  Mary totally broke down 
the prayer to help us easily understand its true meaning and why Jesus first taught it to his 
disciples. 
Melinda Ronka taught on the topic “Taize”.  We thank her for her insight and unique 
perspective based on her experiences living overseas. 

 
April Schedule 

9:00 AM  Tim Grebe will be teaching “The New Apologetics” and it’s about how the 
Church needs to approach apologetics in the post-modern context.  He will be teaching on 
April 6, 13, and 27.10:30 AM  Don Denton will continue his teaching about “John Knox-
The Thundering Scot” on April 6 and 13. 
 
There will be no Adult Sunday School on Easter Sunday-April 20 
 
Charles Erion will be teaching the Sunday after Easter on April 27- “From Easter to 
Pentecost-What the Disciples and God were up to”. 
We hope that you can fit one of these classes into your Sunday schedule.  We 
believe you will be greatly blessed. 

Submitted by Dave Anderson, Elder, Adult Spiritual Development 



  
'Come away with Me, my Beloved' to majestic Lake Tahoe on April 25th-27th 2014 

 
The ladies of the Women's Retreat Committee are proud to announce our other two 
speakers for the retreat: Melinda Ronka and Meryl Wilson. Here's a peek into the lives of 
these wonderful women of God... 

  

Melinda Ronka has never met a book she didn't like; perhaps this is why she will be teaching on "study" for 
the upcoming Women's Retreat. Her experience living overseas has given her a unique perspective and 
allows her to consider a topic from many points of view. Melinda grew up in northern California, has lived 
on four continents.  Melinda is married to Jim, a retired Navy Commander. Of course, one of the benefits of 
being a Navy wife was the international experiences. The Ronkas spent eight years overseas: living in 
Spain, Australia, and Japan. Every country offered something wonderful and she misses them all.  They 
have one child, Connor, an energetic and enthusiastic sixth-grader. Trying to keep up with his busy 
schedule is more than enough! But she also manages to teach some after-school science classes to the 
local elementary schools. Drawing on her previous forensic science career with the CA Department of 
Justice and the San Diego Sheriff's Office, her most popular class amongst the 10-year old set is the (age-
appropriate) Crime Scene Investigation.  In her "seize-the-day" moments she has: written a book, climbed 
two country's highest mountains (Mt. Kosciusko and Mt. Fuji), ballooned over the Serengeti, ran a 
marathon, and scuba-dived the Great Barrier Reef. But most of the time she is just trying to keep her act 
together and make it to soccer practice on time and get dinner on the table. 

Meryl Wilson was born and raised in London, England at the onset of WWII.  “My early childhood was filled 
with fear (bombs etc), poor health and uncertainties. My father was a Pastor of a Baptist church. After 
graduation from H.S. I completed nurse's training in Chicago. I also met my future husband, Don Linquist, 
who was attending Moody Bible Institute, and we were married in 1961. We both attended Columbia Bible 
College during which time we had our first 2 children, Bruce and Carolyn. In 1963 we were accepted by 
Africa Inland Mission for missionary work in Africa, and were commissioned by Moody Church. In 11/63 we 
started our journey and spent one year in Edinburgh, Scotland (where my father had a pastorate) and I did 
a course in Midwifery. In '64 we headed for Switzerland to learn French, as we would be serving in a 
French speaking African country. In '65 we sailed from France to Douala, Cameroon (16 days at sea), and 
then drove in to the far east corner of Central African Republic- a two week journey in our Land Rover. The 
children had just turned 2 and 3. Our third child, Craig, was born in Scotland at the beginning of our first 
furlough. We spent 19 years in CAR. I started medical work, and Don taught in a vocational school which 
he founded. In January of 1984 he was tragically killed, when a 10-ton truck he was repairing fell on him.  
This was the end of a life we knew, and the start of a life that was strange to us. Bruce was in college in 
Texas, and Carolyn was attending Bible School in the UK. Craig was in High School in Kenya, where I 
went to work for 2 years. During this time I was involved in a serious auto accident, which has impacted my 
life since. In '86 Craig graduated and we returned to the USA. My brother-in-law lived in CA, so that's 
where we went. I had multiple surgeries, but during this time I met Don Wilson and we married in 1988. I 
worked as a Home Care Nurse for the 5 years we lived in Foster City. We moved to Grass Valley in '93 
and I continued nursing until the end of '99. We joined SPC in '94 and have been actively involved since. 
The Lord has been so faithful to me during the ups and downs of my life! Praise Him!” 

What a blessing and wonderful respite we will have in beautiful Lake Tahoe with our four speakers, Linda 
Line, Selma Wright,  Melinda Ronka, and Meryl Wilson!   

Also- we will have a fun talent show Saturday night at the retreat. We can't wait to see what talents 
you lovely ladies have! Whether it is singing or playing some type of instrument, or making people 

laugh, dancing, we are so excited to see what you've got!    

          Submitted by Vanessa Amiot 



 

         

SPRING TEA  

 

Saturday, May 17 – 11:30 to 2:00 

This year’s program will highlight  

the “GRASS VALLEY MALE VOICE CHOIR.” – Something you don’t want to miss! 

Tickets go on sale in April. 

Ticket price is still only $20. 

They tend to go quickly so you might consider getting yours early. 

If you are interested in being a table Hostess or Server, there are still a few 

available tables.  Contact Janet Lowell, 273-4235 

Getting to Know You Dinners 
“Getting to like you and hope that you like me.” 

We are collecting names until mid-April for those wanting to get to 
know the others that you worship with every Sunday.  This 
can be couples or singles.  Each group will have 8 
members.  Each group will make their own rules.  Helpful 
guidelines are to meet 4 times between May and 
November.  Each host will provide the main dish with 
others providing the remainder of the meal.   
With spring and summer coming, we can 

imagine lots of barbeques and picnics.   
For more information or to sign up, call Elder Judy Doyle  
913-4578 or e-mail her at jrdoyles72@comcast.net.  

         

 

mailto:jrdoyles72@comcast.net


  

Moms of Elementary kids!!  
We want you to join us!!  

 

We are a group of moms who meet together for the purpose 
of encouragement and growing in our faith journey.   

 

Meeting Schedule: 
 
Thursday, April 3rd—Speaker/Share a Meal 
 
Thursday, May 1st—Swap Night....Kids clothes, toys, 
equipment...(Bring your own dinner). 
 
Thursday, June 5th—Speaker/Share a Meal 
  
Our meetings are from 4:45pm to 7:15pm in Ryosa Hall/Library.  

Childcare is available on campus. 
Please RSVP for childcare the Monday before our meetings  

so we can have adequate childcare for our young ones. 
Beth: bgscrappy@sbcglobal.net /Katie: muthakate@hotmail.com 
 

 
 

Our Theme: 
"Be Joyful in Hope,  
Patient in Affliction  

and Faithful in Prayer." 
 

Come enjoy some time for yourself and hear from more 
seasoned moms about their journey...along with our special 

events... we'll have a great time together. 
Feel free to invite a friend! 

The Mom’s Group meets at the 

Nevada County Fairgrounds  

Main Gate on the 2nd and 4th 

Fridays at 9:30 a.m. 

Please Join Us... 

Come by yourself … 

Come with a stroller … 

Come with a cup of coffee … 

Just come!  

MAY SIERRA STORY ARTICLES:  
Please submit all Sierra Story 

articles by MONDAY, April 21st 
cecilia@sierrapres.com 

 
BULLETIN ARTICLES: Submit all 
weekly articles by Tuesday for the 

upcoming Sunday Bulletin 

Thank you for wearing your name tag every Sunday. Please make a note on your Welcome 
Card if you need a new name tag.  Thank you also for filling out a Welcome Card each 
Sunday. Unless there is a change to your information we have on file, you only need to write 
your name. And, be sure to share your prayer requests and praises.   
 

Lifetouch Portraits: If you did not order portraits, your complimentary photo will be sent to the church.  As 
they arrive, they will be at the Information Center.  Any questions regarding your portrait order 
should be directed to Lifetouch.  Thank you again for taking time to have your picture taken for 
our new directory.  Audrey 

We have an opportunity for you to serve - We are in need of worship hosts for the 9:00 worship service.   
If you would like to help, please give Audrey McIntosh a call.  

EASTER EGGSTRAVAGANZA! 

Parent’s Time Out—FREE Childcare 

For 2-12 year olds 

Coming, Friday, April 18 

5-8pm 

Please RSVP to the church office or 

email kidventure@sierrapres.com 

mailto:cecilia@sierrapres.com?subject=Sierra%20Story%20Article


 

Wednesday, April 30th—7-9pm @ Twin Cities Church 

Dear Friends and Family of Sierra Presbyterian, 
Church.  Have you ever thought of leaving a legacy?... A 
lasting gift to the church to continue the Lord's work in our 
community.  You can make that happen when you include 
Sierra in your estate planning.  For more information, 
please contact Melanie in the church office.  

OUR KITCHEN NEEDS A LITTLE TLC! 
It is going to be a while before we have our new kitchen, 

so in the meantime we need to keep what we have in 
good order.  We previously had 6 volunteers who would come and 

clean a small portion about every 2 months.  Now we only have 
one faithful saint who cleans all the drawers.  So, would you like to serve 

the Lord in this way by taking on a small part of the kitchen to clean every 2 
months, or as necessary?  It won’t take long, the timing is up to you, and 
your service will be much appreciated. For questions or to volunteer, ask 

Meryl Wilson, 477-5342 or merylw@sbcglobal.net.  

Be sure and pick up a baby bottle to 
put all of your change in to support 

LivingWell Medical Clinic. 

 

mailto:merylw@sbcglobal.net



