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Upcoming Guest
Preachers at SIPC
In a few weeks, Pastor
Stephen will be taking some
time off to celebrate his and
Tricia’s marriage with their
southern friends and family in
Atlanta. Therefore, please
join us in welcoming two
special guest preachers that
will be joining us in a couple
of weeks:
On Sunday, April 26th,
Rev. Robert Griﬃn will again
fill the pulpit. Rev. Griﬃn
joined us back in December
and we welcome him again in
fellowship with us.
On Sunday, May 3rd,
Rev. Dr. Michael Garrett will
be preaching for us and
presiding at the Table. Rev.
Garrett is the Head Pastor of
Westminster Presbyterian
Church in Snellville, Ga.
Coincidental l y, he is the
former boss and current
father-in-law of Rev. Stephen!
We welcome him again in
fellowship with us since we
last saw him at Stephen’s
ordination/installation in July
of 2014.

Promise of Resurrection
Death be not proud, though some have called thee
Mighty and dreadfull, for, thou art not so,
For, those, whom thou think'st, thou dost overthrow,
Die not, poore death, nor yet canst thou kill me.
From rest and sleepe, which but thy pictures bee,
Much pleasure, then from thee, much more must flow,
And soonest our best men with thee doe goe,
Rest of their bones, and soules deliverie.
Thou art slave to Fate, Chance, kings, and desperate men,
And dost with poyson, warre, and sicknesse dwell,
And poppie, or charmes can make us sleepe as well,
And better then thy stroake; why swell'st thou then;
One short sleepe past, wee wake eternally,
And death shall be no more; death, thou shalt die.
John Donne

www.sipchurch.org

Find us on Twitter: @ShelterIslandPC

Page 1 of 4

April 2015

From Stephen’s Desk

Update on Lenten Prayer
Gatherings
On several Thursdays throughout
the season of Lent, we gathered for a
brief prayer gathering to walk
together on this Lenten journey.
Recently, we have been lifting up in
prayer our SIPC friends and family
who are not with us at the moment,
especially our distant friends and
“snowbirds.” This week, we prayed
for them by name and sent cards to
over a dozen of our part-time Shelter
Island family members. We were
reminded that prayer is not just
something you say or think but
something that we do and embody.
We give thanks to the Spirit of God
that binds us together as the Body of
Christ near and far!

We welcomed again the Juniata Choir to our home
on Sunday, March 22nd and were blessed by their

Sisters and Brothers in Christ,
We have traveled long and
hard with our Savior Jesus Christ on
this Lenten journey:
On 2/22, we remembered the covenant that God
made with Noah and his family to never again destroy the
earth by flood (Genesis 9:8-17). Indeed, God’s promises will
have their say!
On 3/1, we journeyed with the story of God’s
covenant with Abraham (formerly “Abram) and Sarah
(formerly “Sarai”) to be the parents of a multitude of nations
(Genesis 17:1-16). We wondered about how the names God
gives us reflect the work(s) God calls us to do.
On 3/8, we followed Jesus into the temple as he
overturned tables in protest to the “first impression” he got
when entering the temple (John 2:13-22). The first thing he
saw was not worship; it was commerce. We reflected on how
our actions (and inactions) communicate our priorities to
our neighbors.
On 3/15, we journeyed with the Israelites and their
complaining to celebrate that, although God has had
numerous opportunities to “throw in the towel” and give up
on us, God continues to walk with us and make promises
come to fruition despite our tendencies to forget God’s
deliverances (Numbers 21:4-9).
On 3/22, we listened as Jesus changed direction from
teaching and healing to a more direct pathway to the cross
(John 12:20-33). We reminded ourselves that Christ’s acts of
teaching and healing were only significant within the context
of his death and resurrection.
Finally, on 3/29, we followed Jesus and his disciples on
their entry to Jerusalem on Palm Sunday (Mark 11:1-11). We
explored how Jesus’ procession was a meticulously planned
act of political satire intended to lampoon the Romans’
image of strength and authority.
Lent has been a path of revelations, storytelling, and
inward reflection. May our path lead us to follow Christ to
the empty tomb where our story lives on…
Grace and peace,

willingness to share their gifts with us!
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Upcoming Events @ShelterIslandPC
• Thursday, April 2nd
• 6:00 P.M. | Soup Dinner
• 7:00 P.M. | Maundy Thursday Service
• Friday, April 3rd | 7:00 P.M. | Good Friday Service
• Sunday, April 5th
• 6:00 A.M. | Ecumenical Sunrise Service @ Goat Hill
• 10:30 A.M. | Easter Service
• Monday, April 6th | 9:00 A.M. | Engaging the Text
• Sunday, April 12th | 10:30 A.M. | Worship
• Monday, April 13th

Contact Info
Church Address
32 North Ferry Road (P.O. 612)
Shelter Island, New York 11964
Church Web Address
www.sipchurch.org

•
•
•
•
•
•

• 9:00 A.M. | Engaging the Text
• 10:00 A.M. | SIPC Missions Brainstorming Meeting
Tuesday, April 14th | 5:00 P.M. | Session Meeting
Sunday, April 19th | 10:30 A.M. | Worship
Tuesday, April 21st | United Presbyterian Women Meeting
Saturday, April 25th |8:00 P.M. | SI Friends of Music Concert
Sunday, April 26th
• 10:30 A.M. | Worship | Rev. Robert Griﬃn
Sunday, May 3rd
• 10:30 A.M. | Worship | Rev. Dr. Michael Garrett

Church Phone Number
(631)749-0805
Follow SIPC on Twitter
@ShelterIslandPC
Follow Pastor Stephen on Twitter
@stephenmfearing
Pastor Stephen’s Cell
(404)823-5926
Pastor Stephen’s Website
www.stephenmfearing.com
Revised Common Lectionary
lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu
“The Risen Lord” by Qi He
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Death has died, no longer holds us; God’s embrace and love endure.
Never ceasing, always blessing, grace has found us, made us sure.
God the Alpha and Omega gives us life anew each day.
Christ has died and Christ is Risen; all our fears have passed away.
- Stephen M. Fearing, Easter 2013
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