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11/16 Celebration
Luncheon and
Hymnal Dedication
YOU’RE INVITED!
At the 10:30 A.M. worship
service on Sunday, November
16th, we will CELEBRATE!
We will celebrate a generous
gift from the Kontje family by
dedicating the new hymnals.
We will also celebrate the
conclusion of Stewardship
season by giving thanks to
God and to all who pledged.
And, since celebration and
food should go hand in hand,
we will gather in the
Fe l l o w s h i p Ha l l t o e a t
together and rejoice in the
gifts that God has given us to
do the work we are called to
do. We hope to see you there!
NOTE: this will not be a
potluck; the only thing you
need to bring is yourself
and a stomach ready to eat
some awesome food!

www.sipchurch.com

Generous Gift Paves Way for
New Hymnal, Glory to God.
A generous gift from the late Betty Kontje has paved the
way for Shelter Island Presbyterian Church to receive the
brand new hymnal of the PC(USA) called Glory to God. In
accordance with the Kontje family’s request that the
financial gift go toward a special project rather than the
general operating fund, the SIPC session recently voted
unanimously to approve the motion of the Budget &
Finance Committee to use the funds to help us continue to
grow in our worship of God. The blue 1990 hymnals will be
donated to the Holmes Camp and Conference Center in
Holmes, New York where they will be used for the
ministries of that Presbyterian organization. It is with joy
that we announce that the new hymnals will be dedicated
on Sunday, November 16th during worship. See page 2 for
more information regarding this exciting new
resource from Pastor Stephen and page 4 for some
FAQs about Glory to God.
Find us on Twitter: @ShelterIslandPC
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From Stephen’s Desk

“Called Forward”
2015 SIPC
Stewardship
Campaign

On behalf of the 2015
Stewardship Committee,
THANK YOU to those of you
who have submitted your
pledge for 2015 and, in so
doing, joined in the work
that God is calling us to do
as we are called forward!
If you haven’t already done so, we
invite you to prayerfully consider
sharing in what God is doing in the
life of SIPC by pledging your
financial support for the coming
y e a r. T h e 2 0 1 5 S t e w a r d s h i p
Committee is seeking 100%
participation in pledging this year
and as of the publication of this
n e w s l e t t e r, w e a re a t 5 1 %
participation. Your pledge dollars
are vital in assuring that SIPC
continues to move forward into the
future God has planned for us! We
ask that all pledges be submitted by
Sunday, November 16th. Again,
thank you to those who have
displayed leadership by pledging
your financial support. Your
gifts are appreciated and we
thank you from the bottom of
our hearts!
www.sipchurch.com

Sisters and Brothers in Christ,
If y o u o p e n u p a
hymnal of any type, there is a
good chance that you will find
a h y m n w r i t te n b y Is a a c
Watts. The prolific hymn
writer, who wrote such hymns
as “Joy to the World,” “O God,
Our Help in Ages Past,” and “I
Sing the Mighty Power of
God,” loved to rhyme even as a
young boy. In fact, he used to
get a kick out of rhyming with people as he spoke with them
in casual conversation. Not everyone, however, found this
practice equally amusing. In fact, Isaac Watts’ father once
threatened to beat him if he did not stop rhyming. The
young Isaac Watts responded with the following statement:
“O father, do some pity take, and I will no more verses make!”
Singing is a powerful thing that brings us together
and forms us into disciples. Congregational song is perhaps
the most powerful way that we communicate with one
another as we simultaneously remember our history while
leaning toward the future that God has planned for us.
It is because of this truth that I am so very excited
that we will be using a gift from the Betty Kontje estate to
adopt the new PC(USA) hymnal, Glory to God. Also, funds
from this gift will be used to pay for the much-needed
replacement of the speakers of our sanctuary organ. Both of
these projects are sure to enhance and enrich the worship
that we are called to do for decades to come!
If you would like to learn more about this new
hymnal, I invite you to join Linda Betjemen and me in the
sanctuary at 9:00 A.M. on Sunday, November 16th for a
workshop where we will explore the new hymnal, sing a few
songs, and learn a bit about how this hymnal was put
together.
Worship is the very heart of who we are as the people
of Shelter Island Presbyterian Church! I hope you will join
us in the weeks to come as we sing together and grow
together as disciples of the Risen Christ!
Grace and peace,
Stephen

Find us on Twitter: @ShelterIslandPC
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Upcoming Events
89th Annual Election Day Luncheon
Our 89th annual Election Day Luncheon will be held on
Tuesday, November 4th from 11:00 A.M. to 1:30 P.M. in the
church fellowship hall. The United Presbyterian Women oﬀer
their famous clam chowder, hot dogs, and your choice of a
variety of homemade desserts! There will be a boutique where
you can purchase many hand crafted gifts and raﬄe tickets for
a surprise gift! We hope to see you there!

Annual Sugar Plum Fair

Contact Info
Church Address
32 North Ferry Road (P.O. 612)
Shelter Island, New York 11964
Church Web Address
www.sipchurch.org
Church Phone Number
(631)749-0805
Follow SIPC on Twitter
@ShelterIslandPC
Follow Pastor Stephen on
Twitter
@stephenmfearing
Pastor Stephen’s Cell
(404)823-5926
Pastor Stephen’s Website
www.stephenmfearing.com
Revised Common Lectionary
lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu

www.sipchurch.com

The annual Sugar Plum Fair will be held at SIPC on Saturday,
November 29th from 10:00 A.M. to 2:00 P.M. It features
many lovely hand made items, gift baskets of many diﬀerent
sizes, and many delicious good goodies! The raﬄe prize will
be drawn that day! Come and see all the surprises that will be
here!

Community Thanksgiving Potluck Dinner
We invite you to join us on Thanksgiving Day (Thursday,
November 27th) at 2:00 P.M. in the SIPC Fellowship Hall for
a community potluck dinner! This event is open to ALL! All
are invited to bring a dish to share and to feel free to share
something from your own traditions. Turkey, stuﬃng, gravy,
mashed potatoes, and pumpkin pie will be provided by Danny
Binder. For more information, call Dana or Emily Hallman at
749-5092. Rides can be provided if arranged in advance. If
you cannot leave your home due to illness or disability,
Call and we will arrange for a meal to be sent to you.

Upcoming Celebrity Chef Dinner
We invite you to join us on Wednesday, November 12th at
6:00 P.M. in the Fellowship Hall for the return of our
Celebrity Chef dinners! This event will feature Tracy Miller
and a delicious dinner of “Old Fashion Pot Roast & Fixin’s.”
The cost is $30.00 and reservations can be made by calling the
church at 749-0805. All proceeds to benefit Shelter Island
Presbyterian Church & island outreach.

Find us on Twitter: @ShelterIslandPC
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Glory to God FAQ’s
1.
2.
3.
4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

What is the first hymn in Glory to God? “Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty”
What color will the hymnal be? Red
How many hymns are in Glory to God? 853
Besides English, what languages will be
represented in the hymnal? Glory to God
includes a number of hymns and songs from the
global church. Korean, Mandarin Chinese, Arabic,
Hebrew, Spanish, Latin, French, Sotho, Swahili,
and other langua ges will be printed where
appropriate. Although this songbook is not
primarily a multilingual hymnal, it will represent
some of the diversity in the Church.
How were the hymns in Glor y to God
selected? A committee of 15 people were selected
from 220 applicants and met four times a year for
three years to select the music. Each hymn in
Glory to God had to receive at least a 2/3 majority
vote from the committee to make the cut.
By
and large, the hymns from the 1990 blue hymnal
that did not make it into Glory to God were the
hymns that, after extensive sur veys, were
discovered to be the least used hymns. Conversely, the majority of the most popular hymns in
the 1990 hymnal are also in Glory to God.
But what about the hymns that we love to sing in the blue hymnals? Glory to God has
many of the hymns that we love to sing. If fact, of the 44 hymns that we have sung together
from the blue hymnal since July, all but one are also in Glory to God!
What’s new about how the hymns are presented? At the bottom of the page of every
hymn, there are a few sentences with information about historical information about the
author or hymn, statements regarding its theological purpose, applications of the text to
current events, and suggestions regarding its liturgical usage. This hymnal (like all hymnals) is
an act of Christian Education as well as a liturgical/musical resource!
Where can I find more information about the hymnal? You can find more info at the
hymnal website at www.presbyterianhymnal.org. Also, join Stephen Fearing and Linda
Betjeman in the Sanctuary at 9:00 A.M. on Sunday, November 16th to learn more about the
hymnal!

www.sipchurch.com

Find us on Twitter: @ShelterIslandPC
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Upcoming Events @ShelterIslandPC
• Sunday, November 2nd
• 9:00 A.M. | Apostles’ Creed Class
• 10:30 A.M. | Worship (Communion)
• 11:30 A.M. | Church Potluck
• Monday, November 3rd | 9:00 A.M. | Engaging the Text
• Tuesday, November 4th
• 11:00 A.M. | 89th Annual Election Day Luncheon
• 6:00 P.M. | Stewardship Committee Meeting
• Sunday, November 9th
• 9:00 A.M. | Final Apostles’ Creed Class
• 10:30 A.M. | Worship
• 11:30 A.M. | Deacon’s Meeting
• Monday, November 10th | 9:00 A.M. | Engaging the Text
• Tuesday, November 11th
• 9:00 A.M. | Events Planning Meeting
• 6:00 P.M. | Stewardship Committee Meeting
• Wednesday, November 12th | 6:00 P.M. | Celebrity Chef Dinner feat. Tracy Miller
• Sunday, November 16th ***Celebration Sunday & Hymnal Dedication***
• 9:00 A.M. | New Hymnal Workshop w/ Rev. Stephen M. Fearing & Linda Betjeman
• 10:30 A.M. | Worship
• 11:30 A.M. | Celebration Luncheon in Thanksgiving of All Who Pledged
• Monday, November 17th | 9:00 A.M. | Engaging the Text
• Tuesday, November 18th
• 10:30 A.M. | United Presbyterian Women Meeting
• 7:00 P.M. | Session Meeting
• Thursday, November 20th | 10:00 A.M. | Ecumenical Breakfast
• Sunday, November 23rd | 10:30 A.M. | Worship
• Monday, November 24th | 5:00 P.M. | Building & Grounds Committee Meeting
• Wednesday, November 26th | 7:00 P.M. | Ecumenical Thanksgiving Service (@ St. Mary’s)
• Thursday, November 27th | 2:00 P.M. | Community Thanksgiving Potluck Dinner
• Saturday, November 29th | 10:00 A.M. | Annual Sugar Plum Fair

www.sipchurch.com

Find us on Twitter: @ShelterIslandPC
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