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Rev. Stephen M. Fearing 
Ordained & Installed 

! On the beautiful afternoon of Sunday, July 27th, 2014, 
Stephen M. Fearing was ordained and installed as the next pastor 
of Shelter Island Presbyterian Church.  It is the first time in the 
270+ years of Shelter Island Presbyterian Church that a pastor has 
been ordained to this position (which means that every pastor 
who had served here before had been previously ordained).  
Stephen is excited to begin his ministry to and with us as we are 
called forward in the Spirit.!

! You will notice in the picture above the red banners, as 
well as the red stoles that were worn by Stephen, the choir, and 
many of the other pastors in attendance.  These beautiful banners 
were loaned to us by the people of First Presbyterian Church of 
Southold.  The color red is frequently used in ordination services 
to remind us of the presence of the Spirit as we are all ordained to 
a particular service in Christ’s Church.!
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Website Updated! 

Our website is now being 
updated on a daily basis so 
c h e c k i t o u t a t 
www.sipchurch.org for up-to-
date information regarding 
announcements and events 
happening in the life of this 
congregation.  This issue’s 
website tip:  Go to the 
“Worship” section of the 
w e b s i t e t o d o w n l o a d 
manuscr ipts of previous 
sermons! 

Liturgists Needed! 

If you are interested in serving 
as a liturgist on occasion for a 
worship service, please let 
Stephen Fearing or Karen 
Tudor know and we’ll put you 
o n t h e l i s t .  N o p r i o r 
experience required and folks 
of all ages are invited! 

Church Potluck! 

Please join us immediately 
following the 10:30 A.M. 
worship service on Sunday, 
S e p t e m b e r 7 t h i n t h e 
Fellowship Hall for a potluck 
lunch.  ALL are invited!!!!
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Let’s Stay Connected! 

In the words of Garrison Keillor, 
“be well, do good works, and 
keep in touch ! ”  Here a re 
numerous ways to do just that:!

Church Address!
32 North Ferry Road (P.O. 612)!
Shelter Island, New York 11964!!

Church Web Address!
www.sipchurch.org!!

Church Phone Number!
(631)749-0805!!

Follow SIPC on Twitter!
@ShelterIslandPC!!

Follow Pastor Stephen on 
Twitter!

@stephenmfearing!!
Pastor Stephen’s Cell!
(404)823-5926!!

Pastor Stephen’s Website!
www.stephenmfearing.com!!

Revised Common Lectionary!
lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu!

  From Stephen’s Desk 

What an eventful year we’ve all 
had!  It’s hard to believe that not 
even seven months ago I had no 
idea where in the world “Shelter 
Island” was and I would have 
laughed in your face if you had 
told me that I would be living on 
a beautiful island pastoring a 
church that has been ministering 
in God’s name for over 270 years!  
I’ll also wager a guess that most, 
if not all of you, had never heard of a young seminarian by the name of 
Stephen M. Fearing who was finishing up his formal education and 
preparing to seek a church to minister to and with!  What curious 
ways the Spirit finds to bring us together for a common calling!  One 
of my favorite quotes is from a delightful author by the name of Anne 
Lamott.  She states the following words of wisdom in her book, Grace 
(Eventually) - Thoughts on Faith:  !

! “…if you want to make God laugh, tell Her your plans!” !

Well, now that the young pastor has been ordained, the cakes and 
hors d’oeuvres have been consumed, and the Pastoral Nominating 
Committee dismissed with thanks, the real work begins!  We have a 
lot of work and worship to do together as we grow as disciples 
following the Triune God who calls us forward to “step out of the 
boat.”  !

As we do so, I offer the following advice to each and every one of us 
(myself included!):!

• Pray often - long prayers, short prayers, happy ones, sad ones, 
angry ones, loud ones, quiet ones, and even silent ones.  !

• Laugh often as well - if we can’t laugh at ourselves, what’s the 
point?!

• Build and invest trust in one another - we are all “stepping out 
of the boat.”  We have been called together by God for a purpose - 
may we never forget that comforting and challenging truth!!

• Communicate - effective, honest, and pastoral communication is 
essential for a healthy community of disciples!!

! ! ! ! ! ! Grace and peace,!
! ! ! ! ! ! Stephen!
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Community 
Involvement 

We host a number o f 
organizations that serve the 
ent i re She l te r Is l and 
community. !

Fo o d Pa n t r y - Which 
provides staples for those who 
are in need. Open Monday 
through Friday 10am to 3pm.!

Dinner Bell - Serves food 
and fellowship. Twice weekly, 
Monday and Friday at 12pm.  
Suggested donation $4.00.  
Call 749-0291 to sign up.!

Meals on Wheels - Prepares 
and packages meals in our 
kitchen for delivery to those 
who are homebound.  Served 
Monday, Wednesday, and 
Friday.  Call 749-0291 for info.  !

SIPC Staff 

!
Pastor & Head of Staff"

Rev. Stephen M. Fearing"!
Minister of Music"
Linda Betjeman"!

Administrative Assistant"
Karen Tudor"!

Sexton"
Karin Bennett

   What’s Stephen 
Reading? 

( f rom Amazon .com ) Anne 
Lamott i s known for her 
perceptive and funny writings 
about spirituality. Readers of all 
ages have fol lowed her faith 
journey through decades of trial 

and error (sometimes more error than Annie wanted), and in her new 
book, she has coalesced all she knows about prayer to three essentials: 
Help, Thanks, and Wow."

It is these three prayers—asking for assistance from a higher power, 
appreciating all that we have and all that is good, and feeling awe at 
the beauty of the world around us—that can get us through the day 
and can show us the way forward. In Help, Thanks, Wow, Anne 
Lamott recounts how she came to these insights, explains what they 
mean to her and how they have helped, and explores how others have 
embraced these same ideas. Insightful, funny and honest, Help, 
Thanks, Wow is the everyday faith audiobook that new Lamott 
listeners will love and longtime Lamott fans will cherish."

Music Ministry Announcements 

" "PresbyBells" is a joint SIPC-Community musical 
organization.  The group meets weekly on Sundays from 12:30 
to 2:00 pm and offers music for the annual Christmas Concert 
in mid-December as well as Easter and other Sunday services."
" The Adult Choir sings weekly anthems, introits and 
choral benedictions at the 10:30 a.m. worship service September 
through July. The Youth Choir/Sunday School children sing for 
Christmas Pageant, Palm Sunday and for Sunday worship as 
scheduled. Guest singers and instrumentalists are invited to 
participate in the Sunday service throughout the year including 
Christmas Eve and Easter. This year's instrumentalists included 
flute, violin, cello and harp."
" The rehearsal schedule is Thursday evenings from 7:00 to 
8:00 p.m. and Sunday mornings from 10:00 to 10:30 a.m. from 
September through July. An open invitation is extended to 
anyone interested in singing, playing an instrument or hand bells 
to join one of our groups."
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Upcoming Events @ShelterIslandPC 

!
• Sunday, August 17th | 9:00 A.M. | Worship"

• Lectionary:  Genesis 45:1-15 | Psalm 133 | Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32 | Matthew 15:(10-20), 21-28"

• Tuesday, August 19th | 7:00 P.M. | Session Meeting"

• Saturday, August 23rd | All Day | Lemonade Stand"

• Sunday, August 24th | 9:00 A.M. | Worship"

• Lectionary:  Exodus 1:8-2:10 | Psalm 124 | Romans 12:1-8 | Matthew 16:13-20"

• Sunday, August 30th"

• 9:00 A.M. | Worship"

• Lectionary:  Exodus 3:1-15 | Psalm 105 | Romans 12:9-21 | Matthew 16:21-28"

• 9:00 P.M. | Shelter Island Friends of Music Concert featuring “Intersection Trio”"

• Sunday, September 7th"

• 10:30 A.M. | Worship (Communion) *PLEASE NOTE TIME CHANGE*"

• Lectionary:  Exodus 12:1-14 | Psalm 149 | Romans 13:8-14 | Matthew 18:15-20"

• 11:30 A.M. | Church Potluck in the Fellowship Hall"

• Tuesday, September 9th | 9:00 A.M. | Budget & Finance Committee Meeting"

• Sunday, September 14th | 10:30 A.M. | Worship"

• Lectionary:  Exodus 14:19-31 | Psalm 114 | Romans 14:1-12 | Matthew 18:21-35"

• Sunday, September 21st | 10:30 A.M. | Worship"

• Lectionary:  Exodus 16:2-15 | Psalm 105 | Philippians 1:21-30 | Matthew 20:1-16"

• Sunday, September 28th | 10:30 A.M. | Worship"

• Lectionary:  Exodus 17:1-7 | Psalm 78 | Philippians 2:1-13 | Matthew 21:23-32"

!
!
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Pictures from July 27th, 2014  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