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From The Vine: A Congregational Blog
What Labels Do You Wear?
What is a label? A label is a tag attached to, or markings directly on,
an object giving information about the object to which it is
affixed. Labels are helpful. In fact, we need labels to be able to speak
about the natural world around us. Can you imagine a world without
the label of a green haired lady that marks the spot where we go to
get coffee? Without that label we might mistakenly walk next door to
a store with a large blue logo shaped after a spinning globe. Imagine
our surprise when we find out we can't have our grande caramel
macchiato, but instead get an overpriced phone plan.
Labels, however helpful, can also be a source of misinformation. I
often find myself in Home Depot more times than reasonably
necessary to finish a particular job. The normal reason for my
excessive visits are to return, and reselect components that are

mislabeled. I expected the label attached to the package to
accurately describe the components inside of the packaging to which
it was affixed. This is not always the case.
We can also wear labels. I'm not talking about Fruit of the Loom, or
Lu La Roe, I am talking about different descriptors we place, or allow
to be placed, on us that give additional information about us. These
labels come from many places.
Sometimes labels are attached when we meet other people for the
first time. "I'm so and so, nice to meet you. So, what do you do?” For
me, I'm an engineer for a local processing company. This label is a
source of great pride for me. On some days however, when projects
are behind, and budgets are overrun, it is the source of my greatest
frustration.

Continued on page 2…
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Cleaning for Christmas
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Some labels are based on our hobbies - I'm a runner, reader, knitter,
etc. Some are based on our relationships - married, divorced,
widowed. Even others are based on personal qualities. He's creative,
strong, fast, a real go getter. Often times however the labels we wear
are based on our weaknesses. Overweight, weak, angry, worthless, no
good. A common saying with the youth today is the phrase 'You’re
dumb'. You can supplement just about anything that is said or done
with that phrase. And while it is meant as a joke, those labels build up.
They hurt, they stick.

We’re cleaning for Christmas
and we could use a hand!

Saturday, November
18th
8:00 am to 1:00 pm
Come help prepare for the
hanging of the Christmas
decorations.

In John 4, Jesus sits by a well and speaks to an unsuspecting
woman. Her immediate and reflexive response is to lead with her label.
“I am a Samaritan woman. How can you ask me for a drink?”

Call Karri Smith for more
details. 801-8133

To put that in the cultural context of the day, (as the meaning of a label
can change over time) being a woman would have automatically
placed her in a second class of citizenship. A class where she would
not even have rights over whether or not she lived or died. Choices
like this would have been made by her husband or, by her father if she
were not married. Samaritans of the day were considered pagan halfJews. It’s a long sordid story of why the Jews disliked the Samaritans,
so think of it like this: Imagine a real-life Pigpen (from the Peanuts
cartoon) walking down the street toward you. Unkempt hair, overalls,
and a visible cloud of dust enveloping him. Without question, you
would cross to the other side of the street in order to make it past
him. Jews would have done the same thing if they met a Samaritan on
the road.
This woman would have ultimately believed that she was of little value;
that she was not worthy. Maybe you believe some of those same
lies. That you are not worthy. That you are of little value to
anyone. That Jesus is wasting His time talking to you. When you lay
your head down at night after everyone is asleep and it's just you and
the darkness, who do you tell yourself you are? Do you say I am a
child of God? Or do you tell yourself that I'm just a 'Samaritan woman'?
Certainly, both of the realities of the Samaritan woman —her gender
and her nationality—put her at a disadvantage in her culture, but those
labels could only have real power over her if she believed the lies
attached to them. When we base our identity on the labels of what
we do, or the labels people in our life give us, or the labels of particular
circumstances that have come our way, we have believed the lies.
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Satan, the father of lies, works hard to press these labels into our
conscience. He desperately wants us to believe the lies so that we
become just like the Samaritan woman: feeling of no value, of no worth,
and helpless to affect change for the Kingdom of God. It’s eternally
important for each of us to consider which labels in our life are lies, and
which labels might actually be ours.
In Galatians 2:20, Paul said: I have been crucified with Christ. It is no
longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me. When Paul said he had
been crucified with Christ, he meant that his old self had been killed. It
was crucified with Christ and it died. When Paul’s old self died, all the
labels that went along with his old self also died. What labels could Paul,
the writer of the majority of the New Testament possibly have? Well,
Paul was a violent man, and a self-righteous fool. Paul's response to
having his sight restored was to be baptized, and that changed all of his
labels in that moment. Baptism, not a name change, released all of his
labels.

with Christ, our labels were removed and now Christ himself lives in
us. We are not ultimately defined by our struggles. We are defined by
our union with Jesus Christ. Our old self, with all its labels, is dead and
buried. Those old labels can’t, read that correctly folks, those old labels
CAN'T apply to us anymore. We are in Christ and Christ is in
us. Period. That is our identity.
Let's look at this another way. Can God and sin reside together? No,
of course not. God is Holy and sin is everything that is not holy. So, if
you say God lives in you (Holy Spirit) then by default you cannot be
defined by any label that is less than holy. When you rose out of the
water all of your labels were washed away. You were made
Holy. Not will be made. Not one day, but, at that very moment, were
made Holy. That’s the only way the Holy Spirit could enter your
life. God’s temple had to be washed before it was inhabited.
Ephesians 2:10 says that you are God's masterpiece. You are His work

In the process of baptism (not the process of a name change) Paul's
labels died and he was given a new label. Paul was a violent man, but
the “violent” label was nailed to the cross. Paul was a self-righteous fool,
but the “self-righteous” label was pinned to the cross as well. For Paul
there was only one label that mattered: Christ lives in me. That reality
defined who he was. The old, “labeled” Paul had been crucified with
Christ. The new Paul had only one label: “Christ in Me”.

of art. You are a timeless treasure that God himself delights in. You're
not junk. God does not make junk.
You are My masterpiece, made in My image, created by My hand,
made to be indwelt by My Spirit.
For far too long you have worn labels that are not you. You are God’s

masterpiece. You are a Child of the one true King. Therefore, go live
The same is true for us. If we believe what the Bible says and have
committed our lives to being a Disciple of God, our old self was crucified as a dearly loved child.-Justin Oakley
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Thank you
Volunteers
It was a great
success! We had over
550 guests attend.
Would you like to be part of the
follow up team? Contact Marianela
or the church office

SERVING THIS MONTH
Worship Service 10:00 am
Serving November 5
Nursery-Esther Silva & Brianna Dellamaggiore
Toddler/PreschoolK-6th Grade-Kim Langstraat & Tom Christensen
Computer Check In-Dan Sparks
Greeters- Gary & Terri McKay

Serving November 19
Nursery-Venessa & Audrey Golding
Toddler/Preschool-Judy Fusi & Clarissa Cole
K-6th Grade-Katie Chandler & Tony Escobedo
Computer Check In-Dan Sparks
Greeters- Cecil & Judy Eslick

Serving November 12
Nursery-Russ & Janet Mitchell
Toddler/Preschool-Judy Fusi & Sonny Bianchi
K-6th Grade-Chris Smith & Dawn Dellamaggiore
Computer Check In-Dan Sparks
Greeters- The Larkin Family

Serving November 26
Nursery-Dimple Rasmussen & Darlene Wilbanks
Toddler/Preschool-Judy Fusi & Aubrey Tuttrup
K-6th Grade-Alison Rogers & Heather Ornelas
Computer Check In-Dan Sparks
Greeters- Mark & Laurie O’Brien

You didn’t choose me. I chose you. I appointed you to go and
produce lasting fruit, so that the Father will give you
whatever you ask for, using my name.
November 2017
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Church Health Assessment & Focus Groups
Thank you so much for your participation in our online church health survey! Bill Hoyt from Growing Healthy Churches
will be joining us on Sunday, November 12th as a guest speaker. After the service, we will go down to the Fellowship
Hall for a meal and receive a report highlighting the strengths of our church and some areas where we could use
improvement. This is a very positive process where we can learn how to be even more effective in our ministry to the
Selma community. Prior to the Sunday service, we invite you all to be a part of one of the focus groups. These focus
groups will engage in dialogue and answer further questions for the report.

Friday, November 10th
1:30 pm- 3:00 pm: Focus Group (Church Staff) in Pastor’s Office
3:15 pm -4:45 pm: Focus Group (Senior Adults) in the Fireside Room
7:00 pm- 8:30 pm: Focus Group (Ministry Leaders & Workers) in the Family Room
7:00 pm- 8:30 pm: Focus Group (Open Group; anyone may attend) in the Fireside Room

Saturday, November 11th
9:30 am - 12:00 pm: Focus Group (Church Board) in the Family Room
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FAITHFUL GIVING
WEEKLY BUDGET OBLIGATION (Includes Missions): $7,082.00
10-1-17

10-8-17

10-15-17

10-22-17

$5,183.50

$10,031.26

$7,390.77

$2,369.03

Benevolence Fund

$63.00

$0.00

$0.00

$10.00

Designated Funds

$93.01

$325.00

$256.20

$849.14

Building Expansion fund

$4,850.00

$270.00

$1,480.00

$100.00

Reality Center Rent Income

$1,600.00

$0.00

$0.00

$0.00

Offering/Tithing/Missions

Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly
or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. 2 Corinthians 9:7

REALITY CENTER PLEDGE UPDATE
Thank you so much to all of you who have been faithful in your giving to the Reality Center
Pledge Drive! God has truly blessed us with this building and we are excited to be nearing the
completion of its renovation, so that we can begin our community outreach.
The opportunity to purchase the building was introduced to our congregation in late 2015, at a
cost of $450,000, and we voted unanimously to pursue the project.
We began with a balance of $43,000 from SFBC’s prior Capital Campaign project.
By Jan. 3, 2016, donations began coming in from our congregation.
By Feb. 2016, we had accumulated $127,000 in donations, even before our official pledge
drive had begun!
On March 20, 2016, our 3-year Pledge Drive, Phase I, began. Your generous pledges totaled
$294,180 to help fund the remaining cost of the building. Thus far, we have received $189,251
of this pledged amount and the pledge drive itself is 64% funded! With the fulfillment of your
current pledges, we will be 100% funded by April 30, 2019, with the total of all the abovementioned donations equaling $464,180, sufficiently covering the purchase price of the Reality
Center!
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Letters
Dear Church Family,

Dear Church,

The Dalerio and Keiser families would like to thank everyone for the
many prayers, food, cards, visitations, and hugs during our difficult time
and losing our Tim.

Many of you know Anthony Delacruz, the young man who has been
coming to church with Tom and me. Anthony gave his life to the Lord
on September 2nd. He llit his candle in church on September 17th to
signify his new life in Christ. On September 21st, he was arrested for a
parole violation (for not checking in with his probation officer as
scheduled), and is currently in the county jail. He is doing well, and has
been working on Bible studies, even sharing these with his cell
mates. He will be released on November 9th to enter the Teen
Challenge program in Reedley. He wrote a letter to the church
because he wants you to know why he hasn't been around lately. I
have told him that many of you have asked about him, and it makes
him happy that so many people care about him. Please keep him in
your prayers, especially as he makes the transition to Teen
Challenge. Below is his letter to you, his church family.

A special thanks to Bob & Mary Allen, Karri Smith, Debbie Lopez, Jo
Murray, Virginia Lees, and Esther Silva for all of their help with the food
and reception. A big thank you to Tiffanie and Matt for taking care of
the video and music during the service.
All of you were such a blessing during this difficult time. Thank you so
much!
All our love,
Helen Dalerio, Leola Keiser, and Family

Dear Church Family,

Cathy Christensen

Mere words can’t express the gratitude we have for the outpouring
support, love and prayers we have experienced from you during this
time of mourning for the homecoming of Christine. You all are truly
ambassadors of Jesus.

Hey guys, it's Anthony,

Sincerely and in His service,
Curtis, Matthew and Caitlin Larkin

BIRTHDAYS IN NOVEMBER
1-Martin Gonzalez, Geneva Tuttup
3-Tony Hagen, Brynn Hecker
4-Josiah Riojas
5-Shelby Manley, Silvia Pumarejo
6-Yolanda Pallesi
8-Joann Manley
9-John Esrey
10-Lexee Allison, Roy Harrington, Judee Howard,
Shirley L’Ecuyer
11-Jacob White, Jenna White
15-Russ Mitchell, Aidan Ornelas
17-Venessa Golding
21-Rena Allison, Arlie Rogers
22-Tim Elkin
25-Ruth Cameron, Mike Hull
28-Hunter Hagen, Larry Viau
30-Hannah Alanis
November 2017

I just wanted to be brief and let you guys know how I'm doing. As you
can see, I ran into a little incident. So I'm sorry I couldn't be there with
everyone. But it still didn't stop me from talking about God and his plan
for us. It just goes to show you change is possible. I mean look at me,
you're talking to someone that's been through stuff, and is still going
through stuff. But every day we learn, whether it's bad or good. The
choices we make in life affect us and whoever's around us. So maybe
we should really sit and think about that for a moment (that's for you
teenagers still finding how to fit in). I'm shy and don't really know
anyone, but we're all there for the same reason, to know God and get
close to him.
Anthony Delacruz

ANNIVERSARIES IN NOVEMBER
5- Greg & Venessa Golding
9-Lynn & Jan Knutson
14-Jack & Bev Reed
16-Greg & Kristi Berg,
Leo & Joyce Yarbrough
20-Roy & Frances Harrington
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27

9:00 am Staff Mtg Pastor’s Office

28

9:00 am Sunday School
10:00 am Worship Service/
Children’s Church
5:00 pm Koinania

26

21
9:00 am Staff Mtg Pastor’s Office

20

9:00 am Staff Mtg Pastor’s Office

9:00 am Sunday School
10:00 am Worship Service/
Children’s Church
5:00 pm Koinania

19

13

14

9:00 am Sunday School
10:00 am Worship Service/
Children’s Church
11:30 Church Assessment
Luncheon & ReportFellowship Hall

12

7

Tuesday

9:00 am Staff Mtg Pastor’s Office

6

Monday

16

THANKSGIVING DAY

9:00 am The Adams of the
Long Table (Men’s Breakfast) McCoy’s
6:00 pm H.S. & J.H. Student

30
9:00 am Be A Neighbor
Meeting- Fellowship Hall

29
9:00 am The Adams of the
Long Table (Men’s Breakfast) McCoy’s
10:30 am McCall Village Bible
Study
6:00 pm H.S. & J.H. Student
Ministry -Youth House

Office Closed

23

22

9:00 am The Adams of the
9:00 am Be A Neighbor
Long Table (Men’s Breakfast) - Meeting- Fellowship Hall
McCoy’s
10:30 am McCall Village Bible
Study
5:45 pm Wednesday Nite Live Fellowship Hall
6:00 pm H.S. & J.H. Student
Ministry -Youth House

15

9:00 am The Adams of the
9:00 am Be A Neighbor
Long Table (Men’s Breakfast) - Meeting- Fellowship Hall
McCoy’s
10:30 am McCall Village Bible
Study
5:45 pm Wednesday Nite Live Fellowship Hall
6:00 pm H.S. & J.H. Student
Ministry -Youth House

9

9:00 am Be A Neighbor
Meeting- Fellowship Hall
9:30 am Circle DorcasFireside Room
6:30 pm Women’s Group
Study-Family Room

8

2

9:00 am The Adams of the
Long Table (Men’s Breakfast) McCoy’s
10:30 am McCall Village Bible
Study
5:45 pm Wednesday Nite Live Fellowship Hall
6:00 pm H.S. & J.H. Student
Ministry -Youth House

Thursday

1

Wednesday
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9:00 am Sunday School
10:00 am Worship Service/
Children’s Church
100 pm Bluegrass Bounty
Harvest CelebrationGreen’s Barn

5

Sunday

Facebook.com/SelmaFBC

www.SelmaFirstBaptist.org

559-896-5842

Selma First Baptist Church

Office Closed

Office Closed

Office Closed

Office Closed
6:30 pm College Group- Family
Room

24

6:30 pm College Group- Family
Room

17

1:30 pm Assessment Focus Group
(Staff)- Pastor’s Office
3:15pm Assessment Focus Group
(Seniors)-Fireside Room
7:00 pm Assessment Focus Group
(Ministry Workers)- Family Room
7:00 pm Assessment Focus Group
(Open Group)-Fireside Room

10

6:30 pm College Group- Family
Room

3

Friday

25

18

9:30 am Assessment
Focus Group (Board)Family Room

VETERAN’S DAY

11

4

Saturday

