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Mission of Selma First Baptist Church:
“To help make disciples of Jesus Christ, who love God and love others in
our community, region, and world.”
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From The Vine: A
Congregational Blog
Costly Reward
For one year, Jill and I had been working in a barren land. We had
been laboring with a few who understood Kingdom things but the
majority were totally oblivious. It has been such a blessing to both
of us to come to Selma First Baptist Church. Your warm welcome
and infectious smiles have found fertile soil. Your affirmations and
“We’re so glad you are here’’ mean more than we could ever
express. I’m looking forward to our time together, however long
the time might be. We are praying for the person who God has
called to carry on the work in this wonderful place and are
anxiously awaiting the movement of the Holy Spirit that always
comes when people are faithful, available, and teachable.

In these last weeks, we have learned that following Christ can be a
challenge. Christ confronts us in Luke 14:25, where he is speaking
to us all. “If anyone wants to be my follower, you must love me
more than your own father and mother, wife and children,
brothers, and sisters – yes, more than your own life.” Intense. Isn’t
it? If you want to be a disciple of Jesus, you’ve got to love Him
more than your own family, more than your own life. Otherwise,
you cannot be His disciple. “And if you do not carry your own cross
and follow me, you cannot be my disciple.” Finally, he tells us,
“But don’t begin until you count the cost.” Think about that. Don’t
begin until you count the cost. If you are a disciple of Jesus, it will
cost you something. What is it going to cost you? I don’t know.
But for some…
 You might be persecuted. Scripture promises you that
you will be persecuted. So, if you are not being
persecuted, at some point, you probably need to ask
yourself, “Am I really following Him?”

Continued on page 2…
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It might cost you a promotion because you are a
fanatical, radical Jesus follower.
It might cost you some relationships.
It may cost you some popularity. You are not going to
look like, act like, or be like the rest of the world
because you are not of this world.
In some parts of the world today, if you claim the
name of Jesus, it can cost you your life.

Our mission is to lead people to become fully devoted followers of
Christ. We are to be disciples, followers, students, pupils. He is the
rabbi. He is the Lord whom we follow. We do what he does, say
what he says and go where he goes. So what does Jesus do?
In Mark 1:40, the Bible says, “A man with leprosy came to Jesus
and begged him on his knees, ‘If you are willing, please, you can
make me clean.’“ It goes on to say, “Filled with compassion, Jesus
reached out his hand.” What?! He touched the man?! Jesus
touches lepers! Wow. In our culture, we don’t like to touch or be
around the unlovely. Jesus touched him and immediately, the
leprosy left him and he was cured.
Jesus was filled with compassion. The Greek word for compassion
is splangchnizomai, and it is an achingly, painful word. It means to
have the bowels yearn. From your inside, you ache with
compassion, a deep and tender mercy. It literally means to hurt so
much that you are moved to action. A disciple, hurts so deeply
that he or she cannot imagine not helping. Leprosy isn’t as
common as it once was. So who are the lepers in our world?
It could be the mentally ill or drug addicted person.
It could be the person in jail that no one goes to visit.
It could be an older person that is forgotten.
It could be the smelly homeless man or woman.
The kid at school with few or no friends.
The obnoxious person that drives everyone else crazy!
A disciple of Jesus feels so deeply for the hurting, the misfits, the
down trodden that he or she is compelled to help. A disciple

touches lepers. A disciple also befriends prostitutes, the sinners,
and the bad people. Matthew 9:10 says, “While Jesus was having
dinner at Matthew’s house, many tax collectors and sinners came
and ate with him and his disciples.” Who was Jesus hanging out
with? Not the religious folks, but rather the sinners.
Throughout scripture, you find Jesus befriending the sinners.
There was the woman at the well who had been around the block
with a bunch of men. Jesus stood up for the woman caught in
adultery when all of the religious folks wanted to stone and kill her.
Jesus ate with the tax collectors, like Zaccheus, who everyone else
hated. Jesus cared for the prostitute who threw herself at His feet
in worship. But so-called Christians, we often lose touch with that
kind of person. You know that kind. The kind that smokes, drinks
alcohol, watches rated-R movies, has tattoos in weird places,
pierces even stranger places on their body. You know, the people
who curse as if those words were just normal speech. You can’t
hang out with them! They are that kind of person. Don’t let your
kids hang out with them…
When did we forget it is exactly that kind of person who Jesus
came for? The Pharisees, they were ticked off because Jesus was
hanging out with that kind.
11

When the Pharisees saw this, they asked his disciples, “Why
does your teacher eat with tax collectors and sinners?” 12 On
hearing this, Jesus said, “It is not the healthy who need a
doctor, but the sick.” Matthew 9:11-12

Instead of shying away from that kind of person, as disciples, we
should be drawn to them. Sadly, it doesn’t often happen that way.
Here’s a question for you, followers of Christ. When is the last time
you invited a non-believer to your home? Calling for a pizza
doesn’t count. When was the last time you opened up your home
and your life? When have you spent time with someone who was a
non-believer? Remember that each of us were that kind of person;
one who needs Jesus. I’m so appreciative for those that were able
to look past the person that was ME and saw me through our
Savior’s eyes. -Pastor Fred Delano
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STUDENT MINISTRY DIRECTORS: MATT ADAMS & ISAIAH ESCOBEDO
STUDENT MINISTRY INTERN: ALLIE MCGINNIS
I love poop jokes. So when Pastor Fred said last Sunday that compassion is like a
stirring in our bowels, it stunk with me.
All joking aside, what a great analogy! So often we see something that breaks the
heart of God, and if we are being honest, it should break ours, but it doesn't. Or at
most we feel bad for a few minutes and then we move on. I mulled over this idea
for the rest of the day and I came to a realization: when I have a stirring in my
bowels it is followed by action. I have to get up and move. So when compassion
wells up inside of us, could it be the Holy Spirit trying to get action out of us?
I find myself saying thing like, “If it is God's will, then He will make it happen”. But what
if when I felt that stirring in my soul, I did not stand by, but instead, I took action?
James 1:27 tells us, “Pure and genuine religion in the sight of God the Father means
caring for orphans and widows in their distress and refusing to let the world corrupt you.” James’ words still ring true today:
ACT! THERE ARE PEOPLE OUT THERE WHO DON'T KNOW JESUS. DO SOMETHING ABOUT IT! At the end of every Sunday
school class, I give a challenge to the students. My challenge to all of you today is simple: When you feel the spirit stirring in you,
take it as a call to action and do something. -Matt Adams

October 25th
6:00pm-8:00pm
Come serve and
fellowship with us!
Questions? Contact Marianela
or the church office
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FAITHFUL GIVING
WEEKLY BUDGET OBLIGATION (Includes Missions): $7,082.00
9-3-17

9-10-17

9-17-17

9-24-17

$6,536.00

$5,075.65

$4,479.00

$3,637.10

Benevolence Fund

$52.00

$10.00

$10.00

$0.00

Designated Funds

$328.41

$10.00

$990.25

$941.00

Building Expansion fund

$270.00

$236.00

$245.00

$570.00

$1,600.00

$0.00

$0.00

$0.00

Offering/Tithing/Missions

Reality Center Rent Income

Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly
or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. 2 Corinthians 9:7

Letters
A big THANK YOU goes out to everyone for your participation in the
Seafarer’s Christmas at Sea project. There are 4 big boxes headed to
the Port of Oakland to be distributed to the men who work on the
cargo ships. What a blessing your gifts will be to those who must
spend long periods of time away from their families! These gifts are a
way of sharing God’s love with those who may not know Him. The
Seafarer’s Ministry of the Golden Gate will deliver these gifts to the
workers during the Christmas season and share the message of
salvation with them.
We received many gifts of razors, toothbrushes, toothpaste, playing
cards, and socks from our church family. The gifts also included more
than 100 crocheted beanie hats and almost 30 ditty bags, used to
pack the gifts in!
Thank you again!
Missions

Thank you to everyone who attended & supported the Evening of Joy
Benefit Concert! We raised $982 for the Reality Center! It is exciting to
know that the Reality Center will be a beacon in our community and
your generous support will help to provide the furnishings for the
building. Special thanks also to Rick & the members of his band, Real
Jazz who so graciously shared their talents for God's purpose.
Blessings,
JOY Ministries
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SERVING THIS MONTH
Worship Service 10:00 am
Serving October 1
Nursery-Dimple Rasmussen & Darlene Wilbanks
Toddler/Preschool-Judy Fusi & Tom Chandler
K-6th Grade-Kim Langstraat & Tom Christensen
Computer Check In-Dan Sparks
Greeters-Troy & Dena Yarbrough
Serving October 8
Nursery-Esther Silva & Brianna Dellamaggiore
Toddler/Preschool-Judy Fusi & Sonny Bianchi
K-6th Grade-Chris Smith & Dawn Dellamaggiore
Computer Check In-Dan Sparks
Greeters-Russ & Janet Mitchell
Serving October 15
Nursery-Russ & Janet Mitchell
Toddler/Preschool-Judy Fusi & Clarissa Cole
K-6th Grade-Katie Chandler & Tony Escobedo
Computer Check In-Dan Sparks
Greeters-Frances Harrington & Shirley Hughes
Serving October 22
Nursery-Venessa & Audrey Golding
Toddler/Preschool-Judy Fusi & Aubrey Tuttrup
K-6th Grade-Alison Rogers & Kim Ornelas
Computer Check In-Dan Sparks
Greeters-Glen & Beverly Gee
Serving October 29
Nursery-Dimple Rasmussen & Darlene Wilbanks
Toddler/Preschool-Judy Fusi & Jill Delano
K-6th Grade- Jo Murray & Marianela Borbon
Computer Check In-Dan Sparks
Greeters-Mel & Chris Manley

BIRTHDAYS IN OCTOBER
2-Tiffanie Harrell
4-Carson Berg, Jo Murray
6-Frank Hoyt, Dan Sparks
7- Andrew Reetz
8-Hannah Mahan, Robert Reardon. Wesley Viau
9-Ezekiel Alanis, Robert Maier
10-Cindy Pendegraft
11-Isaiah Escobedo, Faye Karl
13-Mason Barnett, Amy Dobrinin, Sierra Green
17-Chad Wenter
19-Curtis Larkin
20-Sarah Alanis, Evan Fairbanks
21-Katie Chandler, Richard Dellamaggiore
22-Maddie Barnett, Kim Langstraat, Rick Tuttrup
24-Amanda Collier, James Collier, Caitlin Larkin
25-Ron Barry
26-Sherri Haro, Shawn Smith
29-Katrina Cruff, David King
31-Rudy Nuñez, Chris Smith Jr., Patrick Wise

ANNIVERSARIES IN OCTOBER
10-Connor & Ashley King
20-Mat & Michelle Barnett
22-Gary & Terri McKay
25-Glen & Beverly Gee

And if you do not carry your own cross and follow me,
you cannot be my disciple. Luke 14:27
October 2017
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9:00 am Staff Mtg Pastor’s Office

10
9:00 am Staff Mtg Pastor’s Office

17
9:00 am Staff Mtg Pastor’s Office

24

6:30 pm Pastoral Search
Mtg-Fireside Room

9

6:30 pm Pastoral Search
Mtg-Fireside Room

16

6:30 pm Pastoral Search
Mtg-Fireside Room

23

6:30 pm Pastoral Search
Mtg-Fireside Room

30

6:30 pm Pastoral Search
Mtg-Fireside Room

8

9:00 am Sunday School
10:00 am Worship Service/
Children’s Church
5:00 pm Koinania

15

9:00 am Sunday School
10:00 am Worship Service/
Children’s Church
5:00 pm Koinania

22

9:00 am Sunday School
10:00 am Worship Service/
Children’s Church
5:00 pm Koinania

29

9:00 am Sunday School
10:00 am Worship Service/
Children’s Church
5:00 pm Koinania

9:00 am Staff Mtg Pastor’s Office

31 HALLOWEEN

9:00 am Staff Mtg Pastor’s Office

3

2

Tuesday

9:00 am Sunday School
10:00 am Worship Service/
Children’s Church
5:00 pm Koinania

Monday

19

26
9:00 am Be A Neighbor
Meeting- Fellowship Hall

25
9:00 am The Adams of the
Long Table (Men’s Breakfast) McCoy’s
10:30 am McCall Village Bible
Study
6:00 pm Trunk or Treat
Outreach - Church Lawn
6:00 pm H.S. & J.H. Student
Ministry

9:00 am The Adams of the
9:00 am Be A Neighbor
Long Table (Men’s Breakfast) - Meeting- Fellowship Hall
McCoy’s
10:30 am McCall Village Bible
Study
5:45 pm Wednesday Nite Live Fellowship Hall
6:00 pm H.S. & J.H. Student
Ministry -Youth House

18

9:00 am The Adams of the
9:00 am Be A Neighbor
Long Table (Men’s Breakfast) - Meeting- Fellowship Hall
McCoy’s
10:30 am McCall Village Bible
Study
5:45 pm Wednesday Nite Live Fellowship Hall
6:00 pm H.S. & J.H. Student

12

9:00 am Be A Neighbor
Meeting- Fellowship Hall
9:30 am Circle DorcasFireside Room
6:30 pm Women’s Group
Study-Family Room

11

5

9:00 am The Adams of the
Long Table (Men’s Breakfast) McCoy’s
10:30 am McCall Village Bible
Study
5:45 pm Wednesday Nite Live Fellowship Hall
6:00 pm H.S. & J.H. Student
Ministry -Youth House

Thursday

4

Wednesday

October 2017
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Sunday

Facebook.com/SelmaFBC

www.SelmaFirstBaptist.org

559-896-5842

Selma First Baptist Church

Office Closed

Office Closed

Office Closed

Office Closed
6:30 pm College
Group- Family Room

27

6:30 pm College
Group- Family Room

20

6:30 pm College
Group- Family Room

13

6:30 pm College
Group- Family Room

6

Friday

28

21

12:00 pm JOY Ministry
Fall Banquet & Hymn Sing
-Fellowship Hall

14

7

Saturday

