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Thankful for This Treasure…… 
     November, with the Thanksgiving holiday, always provides a preponderance of things to be thankful 

for. Among the people the Lord has used to bless my life is our First Lady, Linda Hallam. Her gentle spirit 

and wealth of godly wisdom have often encouraged and helped me during the 26 years of the Hallam’s 

ministry among us.   You'll enjoy knowing more about her: 

       For Linda and Pastor Keith, it all started on a Christian College campus in 

New York State.  Linda, recently graduated with a major in Christian Education 

from Houghton College in New York, was working in the registrar’s office. In 

addition to her office position, she was asked to be the instructor for a Christian 

Education class. Enter a tall, lanky, Keith who was a senior ministerial student. t 

There was a spark between them from their first meeting in the registrar’s office. 

There he discovered a required class would have Linda as his instructor.  Over 

the summer they group dated, becoming friends. Whenever fish was being 

served in the cafeteria, he would piteously plead to come over for a grilled 

cheese sandwich. Months later, a defining moment in their relationship came. Now as student and 

instructor, Keith wrote on a test paper, “you have great legs!” (Linda, always a woman of integrity, passed 

that paper to her assistant for grading.) And the rest, as they say, is history. They married two years later.  

       Life hasn’t always been a Sunday School picnic for Linda. Miscarriages and the still birth of a son 

brought great personal heartache. This has given her tremendous compassion for and an opportunity to 

minister to those with similar grief. Family is a high priority for Linda and even through difficult times, she 

recognizes God’s providential care over those she loves.  
     In 1994, her oldest daughter Holly, was diagnosed, shortly after the birth of her 2nd son, with a rare 

form of cancer on the uterine wall. The original prognosis was very grave even though she was being 

treated at a renown Chicago hospital. Surprisingly, a specialist 

from a different hospital got involved and redirected her 

treatment. This divine intervention put this second doctor in a 

position to save Holly’s life! Today she is completely well. She 

works as a Guidance Director at Aurora Christian School. A great 

blessing from this position is reduced tuition for her sons Kyle 

(age 14) and Carter (age 12). Hubby, Jon, works as a computer 

software developer. 

     Second daughter, Heather, married Andy who had cancer at 

age 15. The possibility that they would not be able to have 

children was always a reality for them. Still, infertility is a 

painful issue. In vitro became their only hope of a pregnancy, but their insurance didn’t cover this 

expensive option. Enter another of God’s providential heroes! A gentleman from their church offered to 

pay half the costs. Today Harrison is 11 and the twins, Hadley and Hudson, are 4. Last year the family 

moved to Nashville, TN where Andy serves as Pastoral Associate in charge of family life groups of all 

ages. 

     While in college, the Hallam’s youngest child, Chris, met and got engaged to Faith. His first position 

was as Worship Leader in a mega church with a seeker friendly philosophy. Dissatisfaction wasn’t long in 

arriving. The philosophy of never using the word “sin” and avoidance of “Jesus is the only way” caused 

him to pray that the Lord would lead him to another position. 

And that’s just what happened. Through some quiet and unusual 

networking a new position emerged soon after Faith and Chris 

were married. Today he is full time Worship Leader at Calvary 

Baptist in Taylorville, IL….and a three-bedroom parsonage was 

thrown in to boot. It had been a time of total dependence on God 

for this young couple. Again, Linda saw God’s providential care 

in the life of her child. Baby Ethan, the newest grandbaby arrived 

in September bringing additional joy for the Hallams.  

       Not a woman to enjoy center stage, Linda is a quiet server. 

Through the years she has been involved in a variety of Sunday 

School leadership positions. For many years, she led the Ladies 

SS class, always bringing a fresh lesson and discussion to the 

group. Next she worked in tandem with her hubby, facilitating a 

class for young marrieds where she had much wisdom to offer.  
    As a pastor’s wife, she sees her chief role as a sounding board. He appreciates her woman’s perspective, 

ability to keep his confidence, and that together they can take an issue to the Lord in prayer. Linda and 

Pastor Keith have been married 41 years. And while that was a long time ago, she says “the celebration 

continues to this day.”

 

Calendar Corner 
1st Daylight Savings Ends 

 No Sunday School 

 Ladies prayer @ 5:00 

4th Body Shop @ 7:00.  Come 

for pizza @ 6:30 

5th Laundry Love @ 6:30 

7th Concert to Benefit Orphans  

9th Begin Christmas choir 

practice @ 7:30 

 (and every Monday)*** 

11th Body Shop @ 7 to 8 

(ministry for all ages) 

19-20th  Storeroom set-up*** 

21th Storeroom of Blessing for 

clients 9:30-noon) 

25th Thanksgiving Eve Family 

service @ 7-8 

29th Trading  Pages*** 

Looking Ahead 

Dec. 9th Ladies Tea 

Dec. 13th      Children’s Program 

Dc. 24th  Service @ 5  

****See News & Notes for details 

 

A Birthday to Celebrate 
2nd Cathy Hill 

 

For Prayer and Praise 
•  Mary Sharp’s hubby, Dick, has 

had more than one stroke this past 

month.  Dick is at Delnore. 

•  Heather Rios and daughter, 

Anna, have struggled with illness 

during the past weeks. 
 •  Ally Moberly married Nick 

Bruhn on October 3rd.. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

•  A note from Susan Gately: •   

      I am SO grateful for your 

prayers, your love and support, 

your hugs, notes, loving words, 

visits, , entertaining my son, 

walking my dog, etc. etc. etc. for 

me and my whole family, while my 

Dad suffers from terminal brain 

cancer. What a blessed outpouring 

of the Holy Spirit through the Body 

of Christ! I love you fabulous 

ladies! 

    

 
All together @ Disney World 

celebrating Hallam’s 40th 

 
Faith & Chris with Ethan 

 



Of News and Note…… 

•  Body Shop begins each month with a pizza dinner.  So come on the 4th at 6:30 for pizza 

and stay for all the activities that happen from 7 to 8.  There is something for every age. 
•  Store Room of Blessing happens this month on Saturday the 21st..  Set-up dates are the 19th 

and 20th.  Help is always needed for set-up and the Saturday when clients arrive.  Watch the 

bulletin for specific times for set-up.  Clients arrive between 9:30 and noon.  Many hands make 

light work. 
• Our Christmas choir practice begins MONDAY, November 9th at 7:30.  This year, practice 

will be each Monday until the performance on December  20th at the morning worship service.  

Candy Glasco leads this choir.  All are invited to join this group of “joyful noise makers.” 

•  The Children’s Christmas Program will be on December 13th during the morning worship 

service.  It’s not too early to be considering who you will invite to this event. 

• Trading Pages is a Christian book swap.  So drop off a book or two at the table in the 

Fellowship Hall.  But whether or not you bring books, help yourself to some good reads for you 

and your family.  This ministry is headed up by Lora Poucher. 

 

If You Missed the Ladies Fall Gathering….. 
       Always a delightful time, but this year’s  event was especially meaningful.  We began with 

statistics about income around the world.  If your family earns $50,000 annually, you are in the 

top 5% of the world’s population.   Many, many survive on 28 cents a day.   

     Next lunch was served. Several at my table considered packing our yummy meal and 

sending it over seas.  But we pressed on and thoroughly enjoyed the yummy selection of items 

provided by Rhina Hernandez’s family catering service. 

      After lots of table conversation, we all moved to the sanctuary for a serious topic.  Cathy 

Hill and Jill Costanzi shared about their individual journey in yielding more of themselves to 

the Lordship of Christ.  For each, part of their motivation had come from a book.  We each 

received a copy of this book, Anything by Jennie Allen. 

     Future Women’s Ministry events will be planned around this book and we were encouraged 

to read it thoughtfully.  If you didn’t attend, speak to Cathy Hill about getting the book so that 

you  can be encouraged, challenged, and surrended. 

 

Heart Thoughts…. 

                                                                                    from Heather Rios 
     I gave thanks upon hearing my newborns cry. New life had entered into the room. Vast 

love escapes my heart as I hold my first born within my arms. I am a Mother. I have a son. 

     I gave thanks as I sat next to my Beloved Grandmother as she drew her last breath. Leaving 

this wold behind. And entering into Glory. She was free from pain. She could walk once again. 

She was home. 

     I gave thanks for my painful past. Thankful that the wounds are healed. And I am called to 

share my scars with others. Young women who walk in shame. fear, loneliness. There is hope. 

That God brings hope to hopeless. For "While we were still sinners, Christ died for us." 

Romans 5:8.  And  "Therefore, if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are 

passed away; behold, all things have become new." 2 Corinthians 5:17 KJV.   "To appoint unto 

them that mourn in Zion, to give unto them beauty for ashes, the oil of joy for mourning, the 

garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness, that they might be called trees of righteousness, 

the planting of the Lord, that He might be glorified." Isaiah 61:3 KJV 

     I gave thanks when tears fell. And my soul was weary from pain and heartache. I never 

forgot: "For you O Lord, are a shield about me, my Glory, and the lifter of my head." Psalm 3:3 

ESV 

     I gave thanks when sickness continued[s] to wage war against my body. As it is a reminder 

of my humanity. And that He is whom where I draw strength. 

     I gave thanks on the bad days, as they bring back to remembrance of great days past. And 

even greater ones yet to come, for the ability to purchase a new house. That has become OUR 

home. A home that is welcoming to all who enter. A home where  guests experience love and 

true friendship. A home where the Holy Spirit is present, and peace resides.  

     Today I give thanks for the breath within my lungs. For the song within my heart. For the 

woman that I have become. For the journey that lies ahead.  

      Today I give Thanks to 'ELOHIM' Creator, Mighty, and Strong. To 'EL SHADDIA' God 

Almighty. To 'YAHWEH-JIREH' who is my Provider. To 'YAHWEH-RAPHA' my Lord who 

Heals. To 'YAHWEH-SHALOM' My Lord who gives me Peace. And Today I give Thanks to 

'ABBA FATHER' to whom I have an intimate relationship with. To Whom I love.  

 

 

 You’re Cooking Good…. 
                                           by Linda Whaley 

       I’ve already started thinking about holiday 

baking.  When my kids were young, I made 

zillions of kinds of cookies, took part in cookie 

swaps, and enjoyed the great variety of baked 

goods.  Eventually as the kids became adults, 

we took a family vote to identify our favorites.  

That got my personal cookie list to four 

favorites.  Peanut Blossoms were in that top 

four. 

     I always enjoyed making these with help 

from the kids.  Even a very little person can 

help by taking off the wrappers from the kisses.  

An older child can help with making the balls 

or rolling the balls in the sugar.   

     Almost every baker has a recipe for these 

delicious peanut and chocolate confections.  

I’ve added a simple variation (DARK kisses) 

and use a couple of kitchen appliances to make 

them easier and better.  You may want to read 

on. 

 

PEANUT BLOSSOMS 
1 ¾ cup flour LESS 2 Tablespoons 

1 t. soda 

½ t. salt 

½ cup brown sugar 

½ cup butter 

½ cup peanut butter (creamy or crunchy) 

1 egg 

1 t. vanilla 

48 DARK Hersey kisses 

 

     If you have one, a food processor works 

great for the mixing part.  Or do by hand.  

     Cream butter, peanut butter and sugar.  Add 

remaining ingredients except Hershey kisses. 

Mix thoroughly.  Shape into balls.(see note 

below) Roll in white sugar.  Place on ungreased 

cookie sheet.  No more than 30 per cookie 

sheet.         

     Bake at 375 for 8 minutes. 

     Remove and press candy in center of each 

cookie.  Bake 3 minutes more. 

COOK’S NOTE: if you have a postage scale, 

use it to make each ball the same. 

Put a small piece of wax paper on the scale.  

Each ball should weigh 12 grams. 

 

Parenting Tip…… 
     As parents we all long for “together” time as 

a family.  If your together time is just watching 

TV,  it may not really count.   Strive for time 

together that provides interaction 

conversationally or doing an  activity together.  

Racking leaves as a family would be an 

inexpensive activity done together.  Follow that 

up with a yummy treat eaten around a table.  

Don’t forget to turn off your phones so 

interaction can really happen. 

 

 

 

 

 

Thanks to Candy Glasco for providing this tip. 



 


