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Back to School Tips ..by Meriellen Anderson (kindergarten teacher more than 40 years) 

 

''Back to school!" It's coming 

sooner than you think! Who's 

counting the days?  The moms, of 

course.  From an elementary school 

teacher's perspective, here are a few 

tips to consider before the school bus 

rounds the corner. 

PRACTICE ROUTINE: 

Several days before school 

starts, start going to bed early and 

getting up early so it's nota shock. 

Hopefully, part of the summer 

routine has included reading together and enjoying sharing time together. Believe it 

or not, this sounds so simple, but studies show that parents are spending less and less 

time than ever reading good literature to their children and communicating with them. 

A fun book to read to the young ones (regarding separation from home to attend 

school) is The Kissing Hand by Audrey Penn. 

GET ORGANIZED the night before, let your child choose from two or three 

outfits you've selected (if what they wear is a dilemma in the a.m.) I have parents tell 

me they argue with their child in the morning about it and I suggest they choose 

something together at night (and that's it!). 

GET MORE ORGANIZED: "Mrs. Anderson, I don't have my library book, 

my Mom forgot to put it in my backpack " Even kindergartners can learn: pack that 

backpack the night before and have it ready to go. No excuse for not having what you 

need (and the dog can't eat it either!) 

BE SURE TO LABEL everything with your child's name -even both gym 

shoes. One year, there were eight pairs of light-up Shrek gym shoes in the same size. 

DISCUSS your child's questions/concerns about starting the new year. Remind 

them that even teachers get "butterflies" each fall!  Also, be ready to foster obedience 

to school authorities. I was continually amazed at the 5-year-olds who would "talk 

back" or say, "I don't have to do that if I don't want to." 

GET INVOLVED in your school and volunteer for something – it means a lot 

to your child  Even if you work, ask the teacher if you can do something at home for 

her, or send cookies, or help 

with a project by shopping for 

the materials she needs. 

PRAY with your local 

Moms in Touch group who 

meet regularly and pray for 

the schools. It's such a 

blessing when the Moms in 

Touch group came to me and 

ask for specific prayer needs!! 

 REMIND  your child 

that school is their "job."  

Send them off every day with 

a hug and the assurance that 

they can and will do their best 

and you will be praying for 

them.  

Calendar Corne…r 
1

st
 & 2

nd
 VBS continues 

4
th

 VBS Round-Up during service 

 Ladies pray together @ 5 

7
th

 Body Shop (every Wed.) with 

activities for all ages @ 7 

8
th

 Laundry Love @ 6:30, Batavia 

Laundromat 

9
th

 Set-up for Storeroom @ 6:30 

10
th
 Storeroom of Blessing 9:30 to 

noon for clients 

11
th
 Communion served 

25
th
 Trading Pages 

 Lunch Bunch, location TBA  
 

Birthdays to Celebrate… 
3

rd
 MaryJan Lambert 

15
th
 Cathy Windish 

31
st
 Jill Costanzi 

 

For Prayer and Praise… 
• Rona and Mike Underhile will be 

leaving for ministry in the Philippines.  

The last Sunday they will be with us is 

August 18th. 

•  Judy Leonard continues her recovery 

from cervical surgery early in July 

• Mary Luber will have knee 

replacement surgery August 6
th

. 

•  Michelle Miller and family will be 

moving south in the near future.  Her last 

Sunday with us will be August 25
th

. 

• Meriellen Anderson would appreciate 

your prayers for her strength and health as 

she cares for her husband, Keith, who has 

a rapidly progressing form of dementia. 

• Here are additional details about Emily 

and Pastor Ben Poole;s newest addition. 

Mother and baby are doing well! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Annabelle Elizabeth Poole 

Born June 19th @ 10 a.m. 

8 lbs, 5 ounces 21 inches 

 

Parenting Tip…. 
 

        Become a part of the worldwide 

community of mothers praying for children 

and schools.  MOMS in Touch states this as 

their purpose: 1. To intercede for our children 

and their schools  2. To pray for teachers and 

the staff  3. To pray that our schools be 

guided by biblical values and high moral 

standards  and 4. To be an encouragement and 

positive support to the schools. 

        To find a group in your area, visit 

www.MomsInTouch.org  or call  

1-800-949-MOMS 

 

http://www.momsintouch.org/


Getting to Know You...  
     In the movie/stage play “The King and I” the heroine Anna sings to a group of palace 

children as she becomes their teacher. “Getting to know you, getting to know all about 

you.  Getting to like you, hoping that you’ll like me....”  While this column won’t tell you 

all there is about a gal among us...we hope you will be enticed to get to know her 

better...learning to know and love her as a fellow member of this church family.  
       Summer Goodwin has been calling Sanctuary her church home for a while now. 

You’ve seen her on the platform playing and singing special 

pieces during the offering. Usually David Luber is singing with 

her. And there is a reason for that!. They have been dating since 

2010. She had already left her church for personal reasons when 

David invited her to Sanctuary. .. “I fell in love with Sanctuary,” 

she said, and expressed great appreciation for Pastor Brian and 

Pastor Keith.  

          Summer grew up in a Christian home and personally gave 

her heart to Jesus at age seven. She graduated from Aurora 

Christian School then went on to get two Associates Degrees 

from Waubonsee…one in science and one in music. In addition to singing and playing 

the piano she has skill in guitar, drums, and the ukulele and likes to ride her motorcycle.  

         Gifted in music, she always felt a calling to minister in music. She wondered “ how 

will that provide an income?” Being a Christian since childhood meant she “had seen 

God do some crazy things.” And He did another in providing direction for her life.  In 

one of life’s “coincidence moments” she met a woman who was a music therapist. 

Previously she hadn’t even know such a career existed. Accompanying this woman to 

work and seeing music therapy up close gave Summer an immediate “this is where I 

belong.” This fall she will begin working toward a Bachelors in Music Therapy at 

Western Illinois University in Macomb, IL.  Her particular passion is to work with 

children and wounded warriors.  

       Although college will take her two hours away, she’ll be around from time to time. If 

you haven’t already gotten to know this gal who is very much like her name…bright and 

sunny….say “hi” and “God bless” as she heads to university in mid-August. 

 

Of  News and Note…. 
• Storeroom of Blessing will be open for clients on Saturday, August 10th from 9:30 to 

noon.  Volunteer help is always needed beforehand and that day.  Jodi Hermes and Pastor 

Kurt oversee this ministry.  Let them know if you are available to help. 
• Trading Pages is a Christian book swap.  Scheduled every few weeks, it’s an 

opportunity to pick up a couple of good reads for you and yours.  Add books to the 

table…but even if you don’t, take some home.  You’ll find the table in the Fellowship 

Hall.  Lora Poucher heads this ministry. 

• Lunch Bunch – Everyone is invited to this informal family get together immediately 

after the Sunday service,  Bring your food, beverage, and tableware.  Location will be 

announced during the morning service.  Meets once a month. Meets in August on the 

25th. 

 

 

LOTS OF REASONS TO SHOP GARAGE SALES: 

        1.  Storeroom of Blessing  needs an ongoing supply of clothes.  

You can help!  Pick up some Sanctuary business cards at the 

Literature Table in the foyer…write your 1st name and phone 

number on them….keep them in your wallet.  Checking out garage 

sales in your neighborhood:  get to chatting with the owner, and let them know that your 

church has a clothes pantry and give them a business card…. offer to come at the end of 

their sale and bag up and haul away any leftover clothes.  Special deliveries to church are 

allowed for garage sale pick-ups.  Call Jodi or Pastor Kurt for specific directions about 

dropping off these donations. 

         2.  Buy baby items and donate to the Pregnancy Information Center in Aurora.  

There is a collection basket in the Fellowship Hall near the kitchen. “Shoppers” in this 

little store are women who have kept their babies in spite of their “crisis pregnancy” and 

earn shopping credits by taking life skill and Bible study classes at PIC. 

 

You’re Invited 

to a Baby Shower 

given to honor 

Heather Fernandez and  

her soon-to-arrive daughter,  

Rebekah Dawne 

August 25th  

from 1 to 4 p.m. 

At the home of  

Charlotte Gerber 

909 Greenview Dr, Aurora 

Please let Charlotte know if  

you will be coming or not: 

630 851-5967 

 

 

 

You’re Cooking Good…. 
                                                   by Linda Whatley 
       For years I’ve dabbled in making caramelized 

nuts.  I had everything from “fabulous” to “couldn’t 

get them off the wax paper”.  Finally, an actual 

recipe that works. time after time! Thought I would 

share. 

 

Caramelized Nuts 

2 Tablesp brown sugar 

½ Tablesp light corn syrup (KARO) 

½ Tablesp. butter 

 

½ cup nuts (pecans are my favorite) 

 

     Put all except  nuts in a medium size skillet.  On 

MEDIUM.  Stir UNTIL there are bubbles over the 

entire surface of the sugar mix. (maybe a couple of 

minutes of stirring).   

     Toss in nuts.  Continue stirring for 4 to 5 minutes.  

Turn off fire and continue stirring 1 more minute. 

     Pour nuts onto wax paper and allow to cool.  

Break apart with your fingers.  

     Store in a tight container. 

 

Now that you’ve got them…what to do with 

them?   

•   Chop and put on ice cream or other desserts.  Top 

cake frosting with them. 

•   Follow directions for a box mix of brownies.  Put 

on top unbaked ,brownie mix, then bake as pkg. 

directs.   

•  Toss in a spinach salad with mandarin oranges, 

and red onion slices (or whatever you like)  

• Or serve the salad we had the other night:  a bag of 

mixed spring greens tossed with a mix of 1 T. olive 

oil, 3 T. red wine vinegar, ¼ t. dry mustard, salt and 

pepper.  Top dressed and tossed greens with pear 

halves (drained from a can), blue cheese crumbles 

and some of those yummy caramelized pecans.  (will 

serve 4 to 5 folks) 


