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 March 2015 Newsletter 

There is a lot going on 
here at St. Paul Church 
and School.  Re-
enrollment began on 
February 23rd for returning 
students.  We have a 
Parent Teacher 

Organization Meeting on March 19th at 
5:30 p.m. and we have our Annual Open 
House on March 31st from 10:00 to11:00 
a.m. and from 5:30 to 7:00 p.m.  Our 
students will be singing at the 10:30 
a.m. Easter service on April 5 and we are 
excited to have families come to our 
Easter service, which includes an Easter 
egg hunt at 10:00 a.m.  We are also 
planning a fun day for families sometime 
in the month of May. 
 
We are very excited about the progress 
of our students spiritually, academically, 
and behaviorally.  Our elementary 
students just finished doing gymnastics 
and are now doing roller skating for P.E. 

on Thursdays.  In the upcoming months, 
they will do swimming and bowling.
 We are excited to announce that Laura 
Jewell will be the Kindergarten teacher 
here at St. Paul for the 2015-2016 school 
year and Casey Degroot will be joining 
us as an elementary teacher.  Both are 
going to do an amazing job and are very 
dynamic teachers.  Please read the 
profile for each of these teachers on 
page three of this newsletter.

The students have been getting exciting 
lessons at Chapel from Pastor Andrew 
each week.  We are grateful and thankful 
to have such wonderful families here at 
St. Paul.  Our families have been very 
helpful with field trips off campus and 
we have had many parents volunteer in 
the classrooms.
 We are very excited about the future 
here at St. Paul and are looking forward 
to a great finish to this year!

Principal Kyle Crane
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       o you know anyone who is considering a private school education for their children?  
Would you like to know more about what next year at St. Paul will look like?  Your family 
is invited to St. Paul Lutheran School’s Annual Open House!  There will be fun activities 
for children, a chance to visit with next year’s teachers, and information about the 
excellent education that St. Paul strives to provide for every student.  See you there!

D

Pastor Andrew Farhat
Lent: A Season of Renewal

Lent is a season of renewal in 
the Christian Church. Lent is 40 
days (about 6 weeks).  Jesus 

fasted for 40 days prior to His 
public ministry.  He was getting 
ready for His ministry.  We are 
getting ready for Good Friday 
when we reflect upon the cross 
where Jesus died to bear the 

sins of the entire world!  All the world’s sins 
(including yours) were transferred to Him!  We're 
getting ready for Easter when Jesus came back to 
life and won the battle over death.  Where are you 

at in your spiritual life? Where do you want to be?  
Lent is a great time to reflect upon these things.
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Casey Degroot - 2015-2016 Elementary Teacher

Casey Degroot was the 2013 South Wisconsin Elementary teacher 
of the year.  In 2010, she also won the Marsha Konz Graduate 
Educator Award for Outstanding Educator.  She has 12 years of 
teaching in Lutheran Education.  She has developed curriculum 
for various grade levels and has taught 1st, 2nd, 3rd, and 6th-8th 
grade.  She also has 27 credits towards a Master’s degree in 
Reading and she has her Reading Teaching Certificate.  She was a 
professional member of the Wisconsin State Reading Association.  
She has training in School Leadership Development and Website 
Development.  We are very excited to welcome Casey to St. Paul!

Laura Jewell - 2015-2016 Kindergarten Teacher

Laura Jewell will be our new Kindergarten teacher for the 
2015-2016 school year.  Laura worked as an opening and closing 
manager for six years at Kindercare.  She taught Pre-Kindergarten 
at St. Paul this past year and did a fantastic job.  Laura has a 
Bachelor of Science in Social Studies and is working on her 
Master’s as well as getting her Oregon Teaching Certificate.  Laura 
also attended St. Paul as a student and has a passion for our 
school.  Laura is very dedicated to St. Paul and does a great job 
connecting with kids and parents.  We are very excited to have 
Laura as our Kindergarten teacher.  She is a positive role model    

            for students and families.

Did you know that St. Paul will continue to offer parents 
the choice between half-day and full-day Kindergarten 
next school year?  Both programs prepare students for 
first grade and our full-day program offers lots of extras 

like Spanish, music, art, and P.E.!
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Why Send Your Child to a Lutheran School?                               
The Lutheran Church — Missouri Synod (headquarters in Missouri) operates 
the largest, single-denomination, non-Catholic, Christian school system in the 
United States with over 2,000 schools currently.  Here are some reasons you 
should send your child to a Lutheran elementary school! Lutheran schools:

• are driven by a commitment to the Gospel and are focused on a mission of bringing 
hope and healing to students and their families.

• meet or exceed state and national academic standards at all grade levels.
• help to develop a minimum of 30 developmental assets in children, including a 

commitment to learning, positive values, social competencies, constructive use of time, 
boundaries and expectations, and support.

• have educators who model visionary leadership: they build up and empathize with others.
• have educators who model servant leadership.
• have educators who model spiritual leadership: they study God's Word, exhibit a passion 

for ministry, act courageously, equip God's people for service, care for others, demonstrate 
integrity, and pray.

Adapted from www.lcms.org/schoolministry

For the third year, Artist in Residence, Victoria Carnate, visited St. Paul School for 
several weeks to provide an unique art experience for all of our students, preschool 
through 5th grade! St. Paul has been hosting this program off and on over the past 15 
years in order to expose our students to different art mediums and artists. St. Paul has 
hosted other artists like Miwako Bagley, a talented water color artist.
Victoria Carnate is a mixed media artist and photographer. She has been a professional 
artist for 30 years and a classroom art instructor for 10 years. Her many artistic interests 
are clay, collage, jewelry, found object art, and multicultural art. This program is offered 
through Umpqua Valley Arts Association.

Artist In Residence 
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Focus on Pre-Kindergarten
Laura Jewell - Pre-K Teacher               

What an eventful month we 
have had so far! We were 
able to make beautiful 
creations out of clay during 
our artist in residence week 
with Victoria Carnate and 
last week we had our 
Valentines party! Our 

favorite story so far this month was "The 
Biggest Valentine Ever!" by Steven Kroll. 
During our Valentines day celebration, we 

created our very own "biggest valentine" 
that is displayed right outside our classroom!

Throughout the entire month, we are 
learning about the letters Q,R,S, & T. We are 
reviewing numbers 1-6 and learning about 
the hearts in our bodies as well as the shape! 
We have also been learning about many 
exciting Bible stories, like the miracles of 
Jesus and Mary and Martha. We have 
been taking a careful look at the importance 
of these individuals and how we can be 
helpful followers of Christ and spread the 
good news of Jesus.
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Focus on Third - Fifth Grade
Linda Russel - 3rd - 5th grade teacher

Grades 1 - 5 have been enjoying learning to skate during our P.E. 
periods. We will continue this through March and then start swimming 
lessons at the YMCA. As grades 3-5 start the third trimester, they will 
finish studying the wonders of physical science and then spend the 
remainder of the year on life science, focusing on life within the 
different biomes God has created for us to enjoy. Math units will 
include measurements, geometry, and using a calculator. Our spring 
report and presentation will also be a major goal for the rest of the year.

You are invited to 
"like" us on 
Facebook! Our page 
is regularly updated 
with pictures of field 
trips and special 

days, details about upcoming events, 
information about school closing on 
snow days, and more!

Please	  check	  out	  our	  school	  website	  at	  
www.stpaullutheranschool.org.	  	  There	  you	  can	  download	  
registra8on	  documents,	  look	  at	  an	  events	  calendar,	  find	  

biographies	  of	  our	  teachers,	  and	  much	  more!

http://www.stpaullutheranschool.org/
http://www.stpaullutheranschool.org/

