
 
 
 
 
 
 

March 2020 
Dear Partners in Mission and Friends of the Saint Matthew Family: 
 
5But the angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid; I know that you are looking for Jesus who 
was crucified. 6He is not here; for he has been raised, as he said. Come, see the place where he 
lay. (Matthew 28:5-6) 
 

In a time when it seems as though our world has been turned upside down, I can only imagine what was going 
through the hearts and minds of the faithful women who went to the tomb to prepare Jesus for burial.  
 

Talk about having your world turned upside down! They had placed their hopes in Jesus as the one who had 
come to deliver them. They walked with him, learned from him, watched God work through him, and came to 
believe he was God’s Messiah. And then it all came to a crushing end on a Roman cross, that cruel instrument 
of torture reserved for the worst of the worst. Their world was shattered; their hopes shaken to the core. 
 

But then they met an angel who told them that he had been raised, just as he said he would. Death could not 
contain him or the kingdom he brought into their midst. God brings life out of death, hope out of despair, and 
casts out our fear of what lays ahead. 
 

We need to hear and proclaim this promise now more than ever, given the strange times in which we find 
ourselves. Our worlds are feeling a little shattered too. Fear and uncertainty are our daily companions. But we 
are an Easter people with a living hope in the promise and power of resurrection. God will bring us into new 
life, as individuals and as a community of faith, out of this dark time. We cling to this promise! 
 

We give expression to our faith in this promise in the way we live and in the way that we give. Reaching out 
beyond ourselves in generosity is vitally important, especially in our current circumstances. Please make every 
effort to be faithful and generous in your giving to the ongoing ministry of our congregation so that we can be 
prepared for the new life that God has in store in the next season of our life together. 
 

In addition, we are keeping with our practice of dedicating our Easter offering to ministries beyond our regular 
budget. Acting on the recommendation of our Mission Beyond Ministry Team, the Congregation Council 
approved support for four ministries and added one more – the Saint Matthew “In As Much Fund” to help 
families within our congregation who may be struggling financially.  
 

The recipients of this year’s Easter offering will be: 
• Love-A-Child Missions (serving homeless mothers and children in Contra Costa County) 
• Points of Light Oakland Mission (serving children in Oakland) 
• Children’s Rescue Mission in Honduras  (Music with a Mission program) 
• Young Life Krasnodar (Camp Camperships for Youth) 
• Saint Matthew “In As Much Fund” (A fund to help families within our congregation who are 

experiencing financial need) 
 

May God cast out our fear and inspire our generosity as we cling to the promise of new life together. 
 

Serving you joyfully, 

 
Tim Philips, Interim Pastor 


