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Secretary
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651-483-0671
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Pastor’s Page

Give thanks to the Father, who has enabled you to share in
the inheritance of the saints in the light. Colossians 1:12
St. Paul wrote to the Colossian Church to inspire
them, both as individuals and as a congregation.
He says to set aside specific times when you can share
how you have been blessed and be generous with your
gratitude. This is how you reveal true legacy.
Once a year, a day is set aside for us to especially
contemplate and honor with great thanksgiving the
persons in our lives, who have deeply affected us by
reflecting the Life, Mercy and Love of Jesus. They are
our Saints: some Eternal, some living… all are
important. On Sunday, November 1st, we celebrate
All Saints Sunday. This is why we gather to light a
candle for them; as a sign of how they have revealed
the Light of Jesus to us. This day transforms our souls
and inspires us.
Once a year, a day is set aside for us to especially
contemplate with great thanksgiving how blessed we
are to gather in faith with family, friends, guests and
strangers alike. On Thanksgiving Day, November
26th, it is remarkable how this day makes a difference
in our community and parish of St. Mark,
St. Stanislaus and Free At Last. To begin with
Worship transforms and inspires the blessings we carry
on to share in our homes and with all who gather
around our tables.
These specific Holy Days are set aside for us to share
our blessings and to be generous with our gratitude.
This is how we reveal true legacy.

“Worship
transforms and
inspires the
blessings we
carry on to share
in our homes
and with all who
gather around
our tables.”
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Thanksgiving Service
is at St. Stan’s this year
Service at 9:30am
Operation Christmas Child Packing Day Nov. 8th

Well it’s almost here Operation
Christmas Child Packing day,
Sunday Nov 8th
Packing will happen after the service
on Sunday, during the education
hour.
No shoeboxes are needed. We are
going to use ones that
we received from
Samaritans purse.
You can participate in a
number of ways
 Bring a completed box on the
8th (please include suggested
donation of $7.00 made out to
either St. Mark or Samaritans
Purse )
 Brings items to put in the shoe
boxes and participate in the
packing day.
 We can always use “wow” items
such as soccer ball (deflated)
with a pump, doll, small stuffed

animal or others small toys
Toothbrushes, bar soap,
brushes, combs You can also
go on Pinterest or St. Mark
Facebook for ideas (How to
pack a Shoe Box) Pick up ½
price Halloween candy (not
chocolate or anything
that can melt) best are
suckers, smarties or
other hard candies
Don’t like shopping we
can always use extra donations$$ to
help with shipping cost as these
boxes have a long way to go.
We will be taking a group photo to
place in the box so they know who
sent them
On November 15th we will be
Praying for the boxes before we
send them off.
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Come~ Support the Holiday Boutique
We want to see all members and
friends support our holiday
boutique!
In addition to the variety of
vendors, come have lunch in the
café with Kenny’s homemade
rolls, Chicken Wild Rice Soup,
Beef Stew and Sandwich Wraps.
Take out available!
The bake sale has a nice mix of
old and new favorites for
everyone; In Bob’s Attic, there is
always that special something to

give your holiday a touch with a
decoration or vintage item.
Love to help with the boutique?
We are always looking for servers
in the café, Donation of Bake Sale
items, Cool items for Bob’s Attic
and of course, help with the clean
up after the event.
Can’t wait to see you there!
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Greetings Everyone!!



I just wanted to let everyone know
about a new fund raising project for
St Mark Church from the Amazon
Smiles program!

You will look up and select
St Mark Lutheran Church
St Paul (make sure you specify
St Paul).



Now every time you buy things
through Amazon the church
receives 0.5%.

When you buy things through
Amazon you can now specify a
Charity/Non-Profit Organization
and Amazon will donate 0.5% of
the amount that you spend
purchasing items from Amazon to
our church.

The best part of this program is it
doesn’t cost you or the Church
anything!

Just use this link provided below.

Keep this in mind this upcoming
holiday season or anytime you are
ordering from Amazon!

When you access Amazon Smile
the first time, it will ask you to
sign in to your Amazon Account
or create an account.

If you have any question regarding
setup please contact Jerry Smith
(651 699-2242) or Nancy Redlin
(651 293-1862). Thank you.

Amazon Smile Program
www.smile.amazon.com
The Grand Reopening Celebration was Awesome
Thanks to Dianne Testa, Joyce
Crozier, Myra Larson and others for
organizing this great event!
The local community has embraced
us so we can do our work again!
On a political note there is a city
election happening and while Dave
Thune is retiring it is important to
support a good candidate that will

represent our church as Dave has
done for years.
Please be sure to support your
community and most importantly,
go exercise your right to vote on
Nov. 3!
Thank you!
Candy Petersen
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Gathering of Women
Our Thursday Women’s Bible Study
is still going strong! We meet the
third Thursday of each and every
month. We are using the Bible
Study in the Gather Magazine, used
by all of the women of the ELCA
across the country.
Our next
meeting will take place on Thursday
November 15th at 7:00 P.M. at
church. Treats are always provided
as well!!
We began to do some fund raising
last fall to defray some of the costs
so that a few of us will be able to
attend the Tenth Triennial of the
WELCA to be held in Minneapolis
in July of 2017. Our fund raising
efforts are designed to help with the
cost of registration for the
conference.
Please see anyone of us for more

information on both the fund
raising and the Triennial!! Also be
looking for more of our fund raising
efforts at the Holiday Boutique.
Other upcoming events include:
Saturday November 7th we will be
doing some “crafting” for our
table at the boutique. Bring all
of your creativity!! We will plan
to begin at 10:00 AM.
Thursday December 17th we will
have our Christmas Devotional,
also at church.
Triennial in Minneapolis
July 13-16, 2017 at the
Minneapolis Convention Center
Please get these dates on your
calendar and JOIN US!!!
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The New
Life Band
joined us
on October
10th &
11th for a
special
concert

Rummage Sale Results
Many thanks to all, who invested their time and energy to
help make this event a success. Although all bills have
not yet been paid, we believe we have netted just under
$5,000. That is a good result for the first fund-raiser since
the fire.
Many of us were excited to once again be able to use our
church for a fund-raising event. Fund- raisers are a very
important part of our annual budget. Assisting with fundraisers is one way to ensure that St. Mark does stay in the “City
for God” and in the “City for Good”. We are in the process
of assessing changes that we will recommend for next year’s
rummage sale. Recommendations being considered:



Go back to a 2-day sale event.



Only one rummage sale per year – probably the first week
of October.



Allow people in for an early “look” but charge them $5 $10 entrance fee for that early look. For example, we would
charge anyone that wanted entrance before 8:00, $10. After
8:00 entry would be free.


Have a style show in conjunction with a potluck dinner
the evening before the sale begins.

Please let us know of any additional ideas you have for the
rummage sale.
Thank you St. Mark members for making this sale a success!
Holly & Nancy
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November Volunteer Opportunities
Sunday, November 8th- Box filling for Operation
Christmas Child, after worship
Friday, November 20th- Boutique Set up and
bake sale donations and drop off, afternoon
and evening
Saturday, November 21st- Boutique kitchen help
and clean up! All Day
Monday, November 23rd- Loaves & Fishes at St.
Matthew’s on the West Side
Cooking 3:30-5:00pm, serving 5:00-6:00pm, clean
up 6:00-6:45pm
Date to be determined- Adopt a Highway clean up
project
Give and Take Sunday
December 6
You “give” some money you can
“take” some treats; we will have
cookies and treats for sale.
All donations received that morning
will go to the Lyngblomsten “Spirit
of Giving” Program so staff can
provide gifts to the residents who
might not receive one.
This was a special project that Ellie
Slama participated in and a
wonderful way to keep her memory

alive in continuing to do for others
as she so often did
If you want to join us in making
treats we will be making cookies at
10:00 on December 5th If you don’t
have time to bake just bring us some
cookie dough and we will bake it up
for you.
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SUN

MON

TUE

1 Daylight Savings

2

3 Election Day

9:30am Service
10:30am Fellowship &
Education Hour
12:00pm FAL Service

6:00pm AA

8 OCC Packing Day 9

10

9:30am Service
10:30am Fellowship &
Education Hour
12:00pm FAL Service

6:00pm AA

15

7:30pm SM & FAL
Liaison Meeting

7:15pm Council
Meeting

16

9:30am Service
10:30am Fellowship &
Education Hour
12:00pm FAL Service

17
6:00pm AA

22

23

24

9:30am Service
10:30am Fellowship &
Education Hour
12:00pm FAL Service

3:00pm– 7:00pm
Loaves & Fishes

6:00pm AA

29 First Sunday of Advent

30

9:30am Service
10:30am Fellowship &
Education Hour
12:00pm FAL Service
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WED

THU

FRI

SAT

4

5

6

7

7:00 FAL
10:00am
Bible Study & Gather Craft
Service
Day

11

12

13

8:30am Bible Study
7:00pm Choir

7:00pm Bible
Study

7:00 FAL
Bible Study &
Service

18

19

20

8:30am Bible Study
7:00pm Choir

7:00pm
7:00 FAL
Women Gather Bible Study &
Service
7:00pm Bible
Study

25

26

8:30am Bible Study
7:00pm Choir

27

Thanksgiving
Day Service
St. Stan’s
9:30am

14

21
10am-3pm
Holiday
Boutique
28

7:00 FAL Bible 7-10pm OCC
Study & Service Packing Event
6-10pm OCC
Packing
Event

December Highlights
Saturday, December 5th
Sunday, December 6th
Sunday, December 6th

Cookie Baking for Give & Take Sunday
Give & Take Sunday One Day Cookie Sale
Christmas Party (Heritage Dinner )

MAKING OUR MARK

Page 12

Nov Usher

Reader

Fellowship

1

Nancy Redlin &
Dan Patsey

Nancy Redlin

Nancy Redlin &
Dan Patsey

8

Martinson Family

Fran Hillier

Janice Johnson

15

Jerry Smith &
Shirley Such

Jerry Smith

Karen Larson

22

Brueggemann Family Gary Brueggemann

29

Steppat Family

Melanie & Cindy
Wood

Bonnie Jellinek

OPEN

Altar Flowers for Nov and Dec
Altar flowers are needed for the months of
November and December.
Altar flowers help beautify the sanctuary each
week while honoring and remembering life
events of our members.
Please take a moment and sign up for one or
both bouquets for a Sunday in the upcoming
weeks.
2015 Budget ( $190, 785)
2014 Sept 2015 Sept 2014 TYD
Month End Month End Annual

2015 YTD
Annual

Revenue

$10,349

$10,956

$120,988*

$106,513

Expense

$13, 249

$19,016

$128,763

$140,169

Net
Negative

- $8,060

2015 YTD
Budget
$127, 190

- $33,656

YTD Transfer In from Investments Needed for General Checkbook =
$20,000 for 2015
*Included $13,000 transfer from investments
Not included in 2015 Revenue is the parsonage sale amount of $113,038
which has been deposited into Thrivent Investment Account.
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EVER WANT TO GO A STEP FURTHER WITH THE SHOE BOXES?

We have reserved a few spots at the Processing Plant.
We are lucky to have one in the Twin Cities.
Although I called in minutes after they opened the spots were very
limited as to what we could secure.
Friday November 27th (so instead of being in crazy malls for
black Friday) 6-10pm-- 5 spots
Saturday November 28th 7:00pm -10:00pm ---- 9 spots
Must be 13 years or older
We are on a waiting list for Dec 5th I’ll keep you posted.
Please let me know if you want to participate and I will get you the
volunteer information and waiver forms. Registration must be done
in advance. So please let me know no later than November 15th
or I will have to release the spots since there is a waiting list.
Robin Martinson 651 983 0375
or email me at robinmartinson13@gmailcom.
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Presidents Corner with Jackie Brueggemann
Greetings!
In the past several months we have all had to endure much change with
both our building and its usage, along with many other ways in which
we “get our work done for Christ”. Before I retired from Wells Fargo,
I would start my daily call with my team with this question: “Where is
your silver lining today?” I sill think that is a good way to begin each
day. We have so much to be grateful for, despite our many heartaches
related to the fire and numerous examples of health challenges for so
many of our members and friends.
Since last December we have learned how much we mean to
our neighbors and the broader community; we have been blessed with
an honest and generous insurance company; we have encountered
tremendous professionalism with all of our many contractors; we have
received thousands of dollars from a number of donors, allowing us to
install new and more energy efficient windows throughout the building
and our mission is intact. Clearly we have experienced much change as
well. We were not able to have full use of our building from December
to October, we changed some of our newly built spaces in such a way
that some of our old nooks and crannies are gone (the Altar Guild
Room for example); we have found it necessary to have groups rent
our building to subsidize our working budget, such as Free At Last.
This has resulted in some challenges with our space as well (no access
to the choir loft for the choir for example). We have tried to carve out
new spaces for meetings to be held, along with equipment storage. I
do fully understand that Change is Hard but it creates opportunity.
We could dig in our heels and refuse that change and simply wait until
the next challenge hits us or we could all work together to come up
with creative ways to embrace these changes. This past week we were
able to FINALLY come back into our building for our first fund raiser
in almost one year, our Fall Rummage Sale. Events such as this not
only help to subsidize our budget, just as rental income does, but it
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gives us the opportunity to show our neighbors that we are back, and
remain in the City for God.
With the selection of Kath Hillier as our Volunteer
Coordinator, we have had the opportunity to more clearly determine
what our needs are with regard to “people power”. Thanks to so many
that helped with coordinating the sale, moving tables, baking,
unpacking bags and boxes, selling items, replenishing tables, cleaning
up and greeting our many visitors. This work was done with the love
of Saint Mark front and center.
We recently conducted our annual time and talent survey and
asked that everyone select twelve items to consider helping with. If
you have not yet completed your survey or would like to add a few
more selections please contact the office. WE NEED EVERYONE.
Okay, I will say that again, “WE NEED EVERYONE.” We need
everyone to help with their time, talent, treasures and patience as we
ebb and flow together for our future. Some things may be handled
differently today than they have been in the past, decisions may not
always to ones that you would have made and that may be hard to
accept. You elected this council to represent you. We hope that we
continue to work in the best interest of our church and our members.
We are open to your feedback and for that reason we established a new
position on the council of Congregational Liaison. The position is held
by Candy Petersen, feel free to share your thoughts with her or anyone
on the council.
We have made so many strides since last December; we have
worked hard together and shared many joys along with many sorrows.
We are “In The City for God” and “In The City for Good.”
God’s Blessings,
Jackie
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A new twist...Christmas Party
formerly known as the Heritage Dinner.
First thing, and the most noticeable is we will not be cooking and
serving lutefisk. If you have a hankering for some lye-cured cod, by all
means you may bring that as your “Heritage” pot luck contribution.
No lutefisk shaming will be allowed.
We will continue the heritage food theme and have everyone bring a dish
to share that reflects their heritage. Please bring enough food for the
number of folks in your party. For those of us that never partook in the
lutefisk, this has been a highlight of the holidays. Some really good dishes
are brought! Everything from authentic Mexican, Finnish, Hawaiian,
Hungarian, Bohemian and of course the all encompassing Scandinavian.
Everyone is welcome to attend! There is no cost other than bringing
enough food to cover the people you bring, That means, invite your whole
family! There will be sign up sheet so we know how many people to plan for
and what folks are bringing.
We will be looking for appetizers, relishes, non-alcoholic beverages,
side dishes, entrees, hot dishes and desserts.
The fun twist to this years party is that we will be having fun activities
like Christmas sing-a-longs and awesome gameshow style games! →
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Hat & Mitten Tree
Through out the winter season,
many children and
families are in need of
warm outer wear.

Please bring your
items all through
November and
December to place
on the Mitten Tree
during the Offering
time during service.

If you have new or like
new hats, mittens and
scarves to donate, we
have people who are in
need of them.

Looking for a Lutefisk Dinner?
Immanuel Lutheran has it’s 63rd
Lutefisk Dinner on
Friday, November 16, 2012 4:30pm to 7:30pm
featuring Swedish meatballs and
gravy, home-made style lefse,
potatoes, and lutefisk with melted

butter and cream sauce.
Meals served family style.
Price is $18 for adults and $5 for
children under 15.
Seatings at 4:30, 5:30, and 6:30 p.m.
Bake Sale from 4:00-7:00 p.m.
Contact Russ Edhlund at
651.698.1260 for ticket reservations.

Christmas Party continued...
To add to the fun of the festivities
we would like to put out a challenge
to:

↔ Play a Christmas song for us on

↔ Wear your more creative holiday

↔ Brush up on your game skills

sweater!
↔ Bring the most generations of a

family.

the piano or bring an instrument
you play!
and Christmas Bible trivia.
↔ Invite a friend or neighbor for

an evening of fun!
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Blessings to our
recent Confirmands!
Elsa Schroeder &
John McGuire

A few pictures from
the Grand Opening
Celebration
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Happy November Birthdays!

3rd

Katy Ford

5th

Siri Kriesel

4th

Laurel Gamm

10th

Kaylee Larson

Kristi Iverson

12th

Laurie Ford

Sharon Johnson

21st

Tony Steppat

Shawn Marhoun 26th

Carrie Arnold

Candy Petersen

27th

Makayla Larson

28th

Kathy Meldahl

A recent
trip to
Feed My
Starving
Children

Phone: 651-224-0228
www.saintmark.info
E-mail:secretary@saintmark.info

550 West 7th St.
St. Paul, MN 55102

SAINT MARK LUTHERAN CHURCH

