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The Interim Process

The interim process is a spiritually rich and dynamic time. Studies
have shown that congregations that have had long pastorates are best serv
with a short irbetween pastorate before calling a new pastor. This allows
time for the congregation to grieve the departure of one pastor, to sort
through its history, mission and vision, and to prepare for a new pastor.

The interim process is what | am trained and called to serve. As part of that
calling, | will not be a candidate for your next settled pastor.

Each interim, like each congregation, is also unique. As | begin my
interim ministry with the people of St. Mark, | seek to listen to your stories
and discover your strengths and challenges. As a temporary shepherd, |
seek to understand this flock and to provide the care and compassion that
Christ calls me to provide. | will be especially sensitive to the possible grief
and sadness surrounding Pastigr Wal
years of ministry here has left a large imprint that needs to be honored and
remembered. Feel free to contact me at the church office fotaféame
conversation.

The other unique aspect to my interim is that it is a shared ministry
with St. Luke Lutheran Church. This is a dleon six month experiment
to see if this is a healthy and wise way forward for your future settled pastor
On Saturday, November 3, members of both congregations will gather to
review how shared ministry has been working and whether to move forward
in shared ministry. It is my desire to make this a healthy model for both
congregations, but each congregation will need to prayerfully discern if this
is working for your congregation.

As a result of the shared ministry covenant, | will be leading worship
and preaching at St. Luke each Sunday prior to leading worship and
preaching at St. Mark. (As an aside, during most of myahirjears of
ordained ministry, | have preached at least twice on a Sunday morning and
sense that my sermon improved as the morning progressed.) | will miss out
on part of your coffee fellowship hour but want you to know that | will be
seeking ways to be at St. Mark to meet and share conversation with you all.

Also during my time at St. Mark | will be helping the leaders and
members to prepare a document called the Ministry Site Profile (MSP)
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which will be used to call a new pastor. The MSP is -pageatmulki

faceted document used throughout the ELCA to describe in detail the
history, present mission and future vision of congregations. Pastoral
candidates will use the MSP to learn about St. Mark prior to interviewing
with a call committee. The Saint Paul Area Synod will not provide names
of potential candidates until the MSP is completed and approved by the
council and congregation. As the MSP nears completion, a call committee
will need to be selected.

A critical component of the interim process is prayer. Like you, | desire the
best pastoral candidate for St. Mark. Part of my daily prayer is for the Holy
Spirit to prepare the congregation, call committee and candidates. Please
join me in praying that God will stir the right candidate for this unique

congregation. As Jesus promised,
in you, ask for whatever you wish,
Together | et us unite in our praye
Mark. -Interim Pastor John Keller
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Church Staff

Sunday Worship o Jelinek _
9:30 am Bonnie Jelline Organist
Julia Jackson Bookkeeper
Holy Communion is celebrated
the 1st Sunday of each momtim Brueggemann Choir Director
Fellowship / Education Hour _ _
Carol Gall & Janet Blair Custodians

after service
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LUTHERAN NIGHT

Tuesday, July 31
Twins vs. Cleveland
7:10pm

July Birthdays

7/2 Anna Goldschmitz 7/11 Tammy Goetz

7/3 Alicia ChaveMena 7/17 RuthAnn Hartmam

7/4 Alvina Brueggemani 7/22 Dale Opsabhl
7/7 Donald Clark 7/26 Linda Fogel
7/8 Rosemarie Cook

July Usher Reader

1 open Dianne Testa

8 open Marty Brueggemann
15 open Fran Hillier

22 open Myra Larson

29 open Bev Kisch

Bible Study with St. Luke

Paget
Tickets available in
section 128 $22.

See Eric Michelson
for sigrup.

See you at the game!

Fellowship

Pastords Re

Karen Larson
open
Myra Larson

open

Beginning this month we will participate in a combined Bible Study with St.

Luke,
our

meeting

| ocation bet ween t
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he two churc
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Thank You message from Pastor Walt

Dear friends of Saint Mark,

Thank you for all the kindness, gifts and prayers you have shared with
us. Raija and | are simply overwhelmed by how you all planned and orga-
nized two wonderful farewell gatherings fertasndeed celebrate our
shared ministry over all these yeéfs.dearly G R
appreciate you albaint Mark is where one finc
welcome, restoration and a Godly purposed =~
now we anticipate the wonderful new beginni
which are in store for the Paridhay God's
Blessings now serve you and Pastor John Kée

Again, with sincerest gratitude and love,
"Walt" and Raija Wietzke
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