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Souper Bowl Sunday
Sunday, February 5th is “Souper Bowl” Sunday

Please bring a pot of soup to share for fellowship hour while we celebrate with some shared
soups.
All money collected will go to hunger relief for
our Loaves & Fishes program.
St. Mark and St. Luke share hosting Loaves & Fishes on the fourth
Monday of each month at St. Matthew’s Catholic Church in West St.
Paul. See Pastor Walt for more info on this great mission.
St. Mark Evangelical
Lutheran Church
A Congregation of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church of America
P a s to r
W a l te r A . W i e tz ke
550 West Seventh St.
St. Paul, Minnesota 55102
E-mail

secretary@saintmark.info
Website www.saintmark.info
Sunday Worship
9:30 am
Holy Communion is celebrated the
1st Sunday of each month
Fellowship / Education
Hour
after service
Have a question? Concern?
Office: (651) 224-0228

Executive Committee
President

Jackie Brueggemann

651-291-7960

Secretary

Mary Miller

651-483-0671

Treasurer

Nancy Redlin

612-270-7127

Cong Liaison

Candy Petersen

651-249-1981

Committee Chairs
Education
Property

Holly Goldschmitz

651-283-2804

Evang/Mission

Robin Martinson

651-483-4429

Worship

Dianne Testa

651-227-4047

Church Staff
Bonnie Jellinek
Julia Jackson
Martin Brueggemann
Holly Goldschmitz
Carol Gall & Janet Blair

Organist
Bookkeeper
Choir Director
Secretary
Custodians
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Pastor’s Febr uar y Message
Our Church’s theme this year is all about Reform.
This is the 500th Anniversary of the Reformation
and “the whole world is watching, especially we
Lutherans!” Each week throughout 2017, we are
going to find how this legacy of our Church is as
relevant as ever - explaining: why we do what we do
and how we are making a unique difference.
Our Bishop Elizabeth Eaton presents a program
called “What Would Luther Do Today?” (of course,
this is in keeping with What Would Jesus Do).
Our Adult Forums each Sunday will present key
issues engaging:
What is unique about we Lutherans
Poverty and Ecumenism
Climate Change (How we understand the World)
Legacy into the Future
In this month, which we remember our past –
Martin Luther died on February 18, 1546 –
our interest faces our future.
Pastor Walt
Did you know that the Rev. Michael King,
a Baptist Pastor from Atlanta, Georgia went to
Germany in 1934 and became so inspired by the
life and writings of Luther that he adopted the
name Martin Luther for himself and his son,
Michael Jr… the one we know as the Reverend
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

“What
Would
Luther
Do
Today?”
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Cottage Meetings Review
During the month of October we attempted to
host a number of “Cottage Meetings” in which all
of our members were invited to attend.
A follow up letter was sent out to allow us to gain
additional feedback from those that did not attend
as the attendance at the meetings was quite low.
It is and has been our strong desire to hear from all
of you with regard to the events, programs and
activities at Saint Mark along with engaging in a
discussion about our future.
Following is a recap of the themes we heard when
we held the cottage meetings and when we asked
for feedback from those not in attendance:

Adult Forum
to discuss the

This is what keeps people coming to Saint Mark:

Cottage

We are welcoming, friendly people, it feels good to be
here, our services our traditional.

Meetings

The greatest concerns are:

Sunday,

The lack of young families and people in general.
Our finances are troublesome. Fund raisers
require too much time. We do not have a clear
mission, events seem disconnected. There are not
enough people to get everything done.

February 19th

Members would like to see the following added:
A more accurate bulletin, more face to face
meetings, less e-mailing. We want to leave service
feeling uplifted. We want more positivity and a
more defined purpose and mission for our church.
We want regular education that is bible based, both
for children and adults.

Feedback

after service.
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Members find out about events at St. Mark this way:

Via the newsletter, the bulletin, Facebook and
announcements. We would like better phone
options, the current message is too long. The
website could use some updating and
improvements.

Members support the following fundraisers:
The Boutique, Spring Dinner, Rummage Sale, Taco
Feed and Amazon Smile. All of the fund raisers,
however, are too labor intensive.
No one wants to work ALL of them.

“Create a
mission for
our church

Member Feedback:

that ties all of

Have representatives from all of the churches in
West Seventh meet with some regularity to share
resources and provide better open dialogue.
Welcome people more regularly. Arrange for guest
speakers. Create a focus for our church. Ensure
that volunteer opportunities are not so long and
labor intensive.

our activities
together and
provides for a
more positive
and uplifting
worship

Overall the recurring idea we heard regarding the
future of Saint Mark was: Create a mission for
our church that ties all of our activities
together and provides for a more positive and
uplifting worship experience.

PLEASE let me know how you would like to
assist with this work as we move forward
together.
Jackie Brueggemann

experience.”
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WILD GAME
POTLUCK DINNER

OPEN TO ALL!
Bring families and
friends!
Call the church
with questions or ideas.
651-224-0228

No Charge

BRING A DISH

The MN Wild don’t
play on this day but
we’re going to play
and have a Wild
Game Pot Luck
Dinner.
An opportunity to
taste unique food
and have fun before
Lent begins on
Ash Wednesday,
March 1st.

TO SHARE

PLEASE SIGN UP ON SHEET SO WE HAVE AN IDEA OF FOOD

February 2017

Mission Update: Sheridan Story
Coins in the African Basket and Widows Jar for the
month of January and now February will be going
to help Students at Linwood -Monroe Arts Plus who
are in need of food over the weekend. Almost 70%
of the students between 2 campuses receive free or
reduced lunches. What is that in real numbers it’s
about 536 children!!!
In collaboration with Awaken Church, St Peters
Lutheran and the West 7th community we are
going to be helping sponsor a classroom that will
help provide food that will go home in student’s
backpacks for the weekend.
Sheridan’s Story is the organization that started
the program. More information can be found on the
web site www.thesheridanstory.com. Please take
some time to read and learn more about the
program.
It cost about $130 per student for the school year or
about $3.71 a bag.
St. Mark will also be helping on Fridays once
a month starting in February. This will involve
2 volunteers working for about 1 hour to put
the food in backpacks. So if you can’t help
financially perhaps you can help with your
time.
I will organize St. Mark’s participation as
soon as we actually begin in helping with the food
distribution. I know a few of you have already
expressed interest in helping so Thank You.
We are called by God to help those in need, this is a
great way for St. Mark to do that.
Robin Martinson
Mission Chair
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SUN

MON

TUE

Jan 29

30

31

9:30am Service
10:30am Fellowship
12:00pm FAL Service

6:00pm AA

5 Communion

6

7

9:30am Service
10:30am SOUPER
BOWL Fellowship
12:00pm FAL Service

7-8:30pm Square
Dance

6:00pm AA

12

13

14

9:30am Service
10:30am Fellowship
12:00pm FAL Service

7-8:30pm Square
Dance

6:00pm AA

19

20

21

9:30am Service
7-8:30pm Square
10:30am Fellowship Adult Dance
Forum– Cottage meeting
Feedback Discussion

6:00pm AA

12:00pm FAL Service

26

27

28

9:30am Service
10:30am Fellowship
12:00pm FAL Service
4:30pm-6 Wild Game

7-8:30pm Square
Dance
3:00pm– 7:00pm
Loaves & Fishes

6:00pm AA
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WED

THU

FRI

SAT

Feb 1

2

3

4

8:30am Bible Study

7-9pm Square
Dance

8

9

8:30am Bible Study

7-9pm Square
Dance

15

16

8:30am Bible Study

22
8:30am Bible Study

March 1

10

23

11
6:30-10pm
Square Dance

17

7-9pm Square
Dance

18
LaFrooth Party
1-4pm

24

25

3

4

7-9pm Square
Dance

2

Ash Wednesday 7-9pm Square
8:30am Bible Study

10:00am Altar
Guild

Dance

10:00am Altar
Guild
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Feb

Usher

Reader

Fellowship

5

Gwen Alden
Terri Mingo

Greg Alden

Open

12

Jerry Smith
Shirley Such

Jerry Smith

Bev Kisch

19

Fran Hillier
Ramona Nelson

Fran Hillier

Jerry Smith
Shirley Such

26

Joyce Crozier
Bill Kansas

Joyce Crozier

Open

Year End Statements and Offering
Envelopes are now available in the Narthex
Living Lutheran Magazine
The annual subscription rate for this magazine is
$19.95 when ordering it directly from the publisher.
The annual group rate cost to St. Mark is $9 for
each member receiving the magazine.
If you are receiving and enjoying the magazine we
are asking that you include a $9 contribution in
your envelope for your subscription.
If you are receiving the magazine but would like to
be removed from the subscription list, please call
the office.
Envelope Boxes
Please, consider contributing $3 for your
box of contribution envelopes.
This is used to help defray the annual cost
of our envelope order.
If you do not have a box of envelopes and
would like one, please call the office.

ST. MARK FINANCIAL SUMMARY

$15,296
$2,432
$34,649
$1,476
$8,652
$62,505

$1,500

General

Capital Campaign

Fire Fund

Funeral

Memorial

Total

Thrivent
Investment
Withdrawals YTD
$15,000

Transfers to
Investment
$10,710

CC Savings
Withdrawal
$1,000

Jan

Checking
Accounts

$1,500

$47,167

$8,667

$1,476

$13,364

$1,487

$22,173

Feb

$43,134

$7,188

$1,476

$11,781

$2,003

$20,686

Apr

$46,401

$7,678

$1,476

$11,842

$1,147

$24,258

May

$41,513

$8,569

$1,476

$11,856

$1,405

$18,207

June

$41,893

$8,559

$1,793

$11,856

$1,405

$18,280

July

$40,120

$10,102

$1,793

$10,710

$1,274

$16,241

Aug

$1,500

$1,500

$1,500

$1,500

$1,500

$1,000

$1,500

INVESTMENT & SAVINGS ACCOUNT WITHDRAWALS

$45,640

$8,658

$1,476

$12,047

$2,003

$21,456

Mar

CHECKINGING ACCOUNT BALANCES

$1,500

$37,634

$10,104

$1,793

$10,710

$1,274

$13,753

Sept

$10,710

$1,500

$37,217

$11,814

$1,793

$2,079

$21,531

Oct

Dec

1476

3626

$1,500 $1,500

37,584 37,959

14,870 14,589

1734

7,028

13,952 18,268

Nov

(beginning month balance - last reported month balance + investment & saving reductions - amts back to investments & savings)

YEAR TO DATE CHANGE ON OVERALL FINANCES SINCE 1/1 = DECREASE OF $32,831
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Scrips Gift Card Program
Thank you to
everyone who has
participated in the
Scrips Gift Card
program.
In 2016, our church
realized a profit of
$1500 from your
purchases of gift
cards! Gift cards are
not just to give to your
friends and family as a
gift, a lot of our
members who purchase
the cards use them for
their monthly budget
for groceries, gas,
entertainment etc.
If you do your grocery
shopping at Cub, and
know how much you
budget each month/
week for groceries, why
not purchase a Cub gift
card? Need to do some
home improvements
around your house, how
about some Menards
cards? Keep in mind gift
cards are safer to use
than your credit card,
and our church benefits
from your purchase of
them.

If you need a gift
card for a spur of the
moment shopping
trip, we usually have
cards on hand for
immediate purchase
for Cub, Target and
Walmart.
Otherwise you can place
an order for the specific
cards that you want, the
first order in February
will be on February 12,
and you will receive
your cards the following
Sunday.
We place orders every
other Sunday. There are
hundreds of cards to
choose from in various
amounts, and any
amount that you order
is welcome, no order is
too small.
Please contact Mary
Miller
(msquared47@msn.com
651-483-0671)
if you would like a list
of retailers that are
available or have any
questions on the
program.

Cub,
Target and
Walmart
are always
available
for instant
purchase.

February 2017

Fellowship Hosts
Hosts for Fellowship Hour are needed for the
upcoming months. Please sign up to bring treats
one Sunday as a family or with a friend.
The sign up sheet is in the Fellowship Hall on the
bulletin board.
Snacks don’t have to be fancy or expensive. Some
ideas are: Cookies, Cakes, Bars, Cheese and
Crackers, Bagels, Fruit, salads, Nachos...anything
for folks to grab a bite after service and visit.

All snacks are well received and appreciated!

Free At Last,
Church of God In Christ
Pastor Joseph Webb III of Free At Last, Church of
God In Christ has announced that he has moved
his ministry to Las Vegas.
The worshipping community here will be re-named
“Joseph’s Temple” and be led by Joseph Webb IV
( son of Joseph Webb III) beginning in February.
We will continue to share, not only the building,
but seek ways of joint worship, fellowship and
mission.
We wish Pastor and Mrs. Webb the best success
with their new ministry in Las Vegas and look
forward to the new partnership with Joseph’s
Temple here at St. Mark.
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Reform: Lent
Lent begins on Ash Wednesday( Wednesday, March
1st) and continues through Holy Week , culminating
with Jesus’ resurrection at Easter( Sunday, April
16th).
Here is a sneak preview of the Lenten experience
for this year that we will share with St. Stanislaus
and Joseph’s Temple on this year of Reformation.
As we celebrate the Reformation in 2017, we see a
striking resemblance in rites of the major branches
of Western Christianity– a reason to celebrate our
oneness in Baptism even as we long for greater
unity at the Lord’s table.
We will be using Luther’s Small Catechism for our
mid-week Lenten series; which was designed as a
teaching tool of the faith, not just within the church
but in the home. Devotional books for Lent will be
available for $2. each or you can download your free
copy from the ELCA at the Apple App Store for
your I-pad or I-phone.
Date

Host Church

Evenings Topic

March 8

St. Mark

Ten Commandments

March 15

St. Stanislaus

Creed

March 22

Joseph’s Temple
at St. Mark

Lord’s Prayer

March 29

St. Stanislaus

Baptism

April 5

St. Mark

Holy Communion

February 2017
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Happy February Birthdays
Week of Feb 1-4

Week of Feb 19– 25

Victoria Fleming

Melissa Michelson

Jean Johnson

Elsa Schroeder

Abigail Togba

Alyssa Mena

Week of Feb 5– 11

Cynthia Wood

Ken Geib

Amber Meldahl

Gary Brueggemann
Shane Geib

If your birthday has not appeared in
your birth month, please call the office
and give us your birthdate so we may
recognize it.
Lenten Wednesday Soup Suppers
We celebrate Lent with a communal
Potluck Soup Supper each Wednesday
evening at the host church.
We ask that everyone bring a pot of
soup for the potluck so all may be
fed.
Each week, 8-10 pots of soup are
required to feed our masses.

Phone: 651-224-0228
www.saintmark.info

550 West 7th St.
St. Paul, MN 55102

SAINT MARK LUTHERAN CHURCH

