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In January- we had over 43 members of St. Mark who 

volunteered 100õs of hours to the benefit- THANK YOU!   

We have filled the volunteer photographer position- great news!       

We had more drivers who volunteered than members who needed 

rides to/from worship.  Well done!   

You have filled most of the phone tree needs and                                 

a couple people have offered to do research.   

We have accomplished much,                                                             

but we will continue to need everyone to volunteer! 

Tmjslrccpgle ucjj bmlcĎ 
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Lately, as we watch and read the news, we have been 

challenged to identify with victims of crime, those who 

have suffered racism and even with those exercising 

political/religious free speech "Je suis Charlie" (I am 

Charlie).  All around the World people are doing this, 

no matter what race or creed.  I believe this may be a 

good thing to do - if it teaches us compassion.  And 

oh my, is this needed now, when there is so much 

division and polarized feelings toward other 

people.   Even though there is more communication 

because of TV and Internet news - it seems sometimes 

there is less understanding.   

 

Lent is a Season, which assumes that all the people of 

God can identify with each other.  We identify with 

each other when we are hurting, need help and we may 

even identify with each other in celebrations.   

On Ash Wednesday, February 18th, We, along with  

St. Stans and Free At Last, will not only gather to say 

"Je suis J.C."(I am Jesus Christ) - but we will also hear 

Jesus say "Je vous suis"... "I am you" at the beginning 

of Lent when we all identify with our common human 

mortality (From dust I come to dust I return) and then 

with Easters "I Am the Resurrection and the Life!"  

 

The "I am" statements in the Bible remind us of God's 

very name Yahweh, which literally means "I am".  

Throughout Lent we are going to not only find out 

how easy it is to relate to each other... we are going to 

Want to do it! 

Pastor Walt 

Dpmk rfc N_qrmp 
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All Wednesday Lenten Services will be held at            
St. Stanislaus Catholic Church.  

A pot luck soup supper is served at 6:00pm  

Lenten Service is at 6:45pm  

We are blessed to be able to return to worship at St. Mark for the  

First Sunday of Lent on February 22nd.  

Coffee will be served in the Narthex for a short fellowship and the 

Sunday School children will gather in the Sanctuary after service.  

Please keep in mind that only the Sanctuary and restrooms will 

be open and accessible to the public. The rest of the building is 

still condemned and off limits.  

Pcrsplgle rm Umpqfgn             
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On January 17, over 500 people attended St. Markõs Fire Benefit 
Fundraiser at the CSPS Hall on West 7th.   

Six bands performed, including the Free at Last Choir and Mayor Chris 
Coleman and Council Member David Thune as musicians, a silent 
auction including 200+ items was held, and locally donated food and 
beverages were provided.   

Mayor Coleman read a proclamation declaring it St. Mark Day, and 
commended our mission to be òIn the City for Good.ó   

The list of donors and volunteers is too long to include here, but St. 
Mark members should know that although St. Mark council, staff and 
members supported this effort, this event was principally conceived 
and planned by the neighborhood.   

Lead planners included Kathleen Corley, Ann Blumer-Lamotte, 
Shelagh Connolly, Jessica Gallo, Peg Brown, Sean Kershaw, Lisa 
Weicht, Dane Briemhorst, Jerry Smith and Joe Landsberger.   

We are grateful and humbled by the many, many people who 
contributed to this magical night.  

Rfc Dgpc Dslb @clcdgr  
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February will be a very busy month for St. Mark and our 
members.  With all the duties to be accomplished, we need 

EVERY person to consider committing to a couple hours this 
month to our church.  

Here are your opportunities:  (Feel free to choose more than one!) 

ʺ 2 (or more) people needed to be a òleadó person in our phone 
tree/prayer chain.  This would involve contacting 6-8 other St. 
Mark members by phone or email and relaying important scripted 
messages from the church office, Church Council or Pastor Walt.  
This can be done at home during evening hours.  We really need to 
fill these positions!  

ʺ 1 or 2 members of St. Mark to document the arson fire and the 
rebuilding process to add to our Church history.  Important to fill 
immediately! 

ʺ Soup Supper at St. Stanõs- donations of soup on Wednesdays 
during Lent 

ʺ Computerized researchers do assist with pricing items lost in 
fire.  Work at home on your own computer  

ʺ Loaves & Fishes, donõt forget- our ongoing mission work 
continuesé. On Monday, February 23rd, at St. Mattõs on the West 
Side. 
     2 - 3 volunteers between 3-5pm for food prep. 
     at least 5 volunteers from 5-6pm for serving 
     at least 5 volunteers for clean-up - from 6-6:45pm 

ʺ Need a ride to worship, Please contact me. 

Every Member of St. Mark is needed- as we get closer to getting 
back into our building. There will be a task fitting everyone; 

please see the next page for more information.  
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Within the next few weeks, we plan to start the giant 
project of putting the sanctuary, narthex and sacristy 
back in proper order, in preparation to be able to 
worship in our building.  

We are all excited to start this project, but 
please understand that we have to do this in a 
strategic and thoughtful way.  Because of 
restrictions, we MUST know in advance the 
people who will be entering the building 
PRIOR to volunteering for a project inside the 
church.  Once the volunteer spots for a specific 
day are filled, additional volunteers will be 
asked to participate at another date.   

Please be patient- we must do this in a certain 
order, because at the same time as we are working in 
our church, construction and mitigation will 
continue in other areas of the church.  

Know that we are choosing to begin to put the 
church in order before Service Master and Superior 
Construction are done, so we must defer to where 
they are working.  (We are hurry-ing as best we 
can!!!) 

The days and times we currently have scheduled are:    

ʺ Thursday, February 19th from 1:00 pm to 4:00 
pm- Altar Guild/Worship Comm. 

ʺ Friday, February 20th- Council sorting boxes 

ʺ Saturday, February 21st from 8:30am to Noon  

For SATURDAY, we are requesting 7 volunteers.   

More opportunities to volunteer will be available in 
the future as more areas of the church are readied to 

be moved back into.   

Bc_p Afspaf @sgjbgle9  

Uc _pc ecrrgle ajmqcp,,, 
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while you 

are waiting. 

-Joyce Meyer 
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Our Thursday Womenõs Bible 

Study is still going strong!  We 

meet the third Thursday of each 

and every month and are using 

the Bible Study in the Gather 

Magazine. The magazine is 

provided to us 

by Robin 

Martinson, in 

memory of her 

mom.  PLEASE 

consider joining 

us, anytime.   

In February our topic will be 

òMaking Conversation Lastó, our 

meeting is at 7:00 P.M. on 

Thursday February 19th at Mary 

Fashnerõs place, 740 Victoria 

Street (Maryõs # is 651 210-0767).  

Treats are always provided as 

well!!   

We are also embarking on some 

fund raising so that a few of us 

will be able to attend the Tenth 

Triennial of the WELCA in July 

of 2017.   

You have no doubt seen the 

coasters, trivets and wall plaques 

we have fashioned.  Be on the 

look-out for MORE creative 

ideas from our group, as Robin is 

ALWAYS on the hunt.  Our fund 

raising efforts are designed to 

help with the cost of registration 

for the conference.  Please see 

anyone of us for more 

information on 

both the fund 

raising and the 

Triennial!! 

Other upcoming 

events include: 

Ý Thursday March 19th  our 

regular meeting 

Ý Soup Luncheon Saturday 

February 28th at Saint Mark 

in North Saint Paul 

Ý Friday and Saturday May 1st 

and 2nd 2015 The Saint Paul 

Area Synodical Womenõs 

Convention at Trinity 

Lutheran Church  in North 

Branch 

Ý Triennial in Minneapolis July 

13-16, 2017 at the 

Minneapolis Convention 

Center 

Please get these dates on your 

calendar!! 

Qr, K_pi Umkcl E_rfcp  
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Sunday, February 8 
Theme: Jesus Loves Us 

Time: 9:00am - regular service; 10:15am -   
children's time 

Location: St. Luke Lutheran Church  

Activities: Practice children's songs for up-
coming mini-concert and Craft Valentines Day 
cards for delivery to Little Sisters of the Poor. 
 
Sunday, February 15 
Theme: Sharing God's Love 

Time: 9:00am - regular service; 10:10am -       
Leave St. Luke's for Little Sisters of the Poor. 

Location: St. Luke Lutheran Church  

Activities: Mini concert at Little Sisters of the Poor 
 
Sunday, February 22 

Theme: Back to the {Bible} Basics - Emphasis: 
Prayer 

Time: 9:30am - regular service;           

10:45am- children's time 

Location: St. Mark Lutheran Church Sanctuary 

Activities: Fizzy excitement of prayer - details 
forthcoming. 
 
If you have any questions, or if you need a ride to 
or from church, please contact me.                        
I can't wait for our time together! 
 
Ann Blumer-LaMotte 

Christian Education Coordinator 
annie@lamottefamily.com 
SaintMarkEducation@gmail.com 
612.328.5641 cell  

Qslb_w Qafmmj Pcqskcq  
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Your shoeboxes  have  begun their 

journey and will be delivered to 

children in Belize. 

This gift will impact not only the 

boyõs or girl ôs who receives them , but 

their family and community as well.  

By sharing the love of God in such a 

tangible way, you are changing lives. 

Mncp_rgml Afpgqrk_q Afgjb Snb_rc 
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18thð Danielle Martinson 

19thð Alan Schultz 

20thð Melissa Fogel 

21stð Elsa Schroeder 

24thð Amber Meldahl 

3rdð Victoria Fleming & 

 Jean Johnson 

4thð Abigail Togba 

9thð Ken Geib 

11thð Gary Brueggemann 

 & Shane Geib 

16thð Madelyn McGuire 

F_nnw Dc`ps_pw @gprfb_wq 

Gl msp rfmsefrq _lb Np_wcpq 

Joe Warec, Florence Reynolds, Arlene McGuire, Bill Bloom, 
Gloria Miller (sister of  Marge Sayers), Jean Iverson (mother 
of  Kristi Iverson), the missionaries and our friends in 
Tanzania. 

Those battling cancer:  

Eileen Ellis, Gloria Opsahl, Ron Vaith (friend of  Dee 
Smerud), Tina Strong & Linda Helie (nieces of  Jackie 
Brueggemann), Larry Joyner (brother of  Dee Smerud) and 
Merry Fragomeni (friend of  Bonnie Jellinek) 
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A Longfellow Mardi Gras Concert
-A benefit for LSS Metro 
Homeless Youth Services 

Sunday, February 15, 2015   

3:00 pm 
Christ Church Lutheran 

3244 34th Ave S 
Minneapolis MN 55406  

Free Admission. A free-will 

donation will be taken is support 

of Lutheran Social Serviceõs Metro 

Homeless Youth Services. MHYS 

provides essential services to 

youth in our neighborhood. A 

post-concert reception will follow. 



The council had an emergency meeting on Saturday the 13th at Godboutõs 
along with the Sunday School Christmas Program Rehearsal.  We then 
worshiped at Godboutõs on that first Sunday.  We experienced a tremendous 
outpouring from our neighbors and we continue to experience their 
generosity.  We enlisted the help of Service Masters to help with the clean-up 
and demolition.  We established a fire fund at Cherokee Bank and through 
the Saint Paul Area Synod.  We borrowed Christmas Pageant Costumes from 
Saint Peterõs, we held Donna DeMikeõs Funeral at Saint Stanõs and planned 
for our Christmas Eve Service there as well.  Our building was declared to be 
condemned and therefore we could no longer occupy it.  We also had the 
locks changed to ensure limited access and for the very safest environment 
we could manage.  We have done our best to maintain as much normalcy as 
we can with regard to our bookkeeping, payroll, management of the church 
office, Bible Studies,  and member communication.  We sent smoke damaged 
textiles to be cleaned along with all of our mechanicals and instruments. We 
arranged for the organ to be cleaned as well. The council met again on 12/16  

Ucci Mlc /0-/0 /0-/6 

The inventory began with all of our non-salvageable items, those burned 
beyond repair or completely destroyed.  Photos were taken of each and 
every item (close to 500 of them) and hand written lists were reviewed by a 
small group of our members to clearly identify what should in fact be tossed 
or saved some were irreplaceable and not able to be restored, we saved them 
anyway.  We also met with officials from the City of Saint Paul to determine 
their expectations with regard to the clean-up and to learn more about 
partial occupancy.  We were also in close contact with Free At Last as well.  
We hired Kath Hillier as our Volunteer Coordinator to assist with assigning 
volunteers to help with a variety of tasks.  

Ucci Rum /0-/7 /0-03 

As you all know, on Friday December 12, 2014 our church was set on fire 
by an arsonist and our ability to continue to worship in our building for the 
rest of Advent, Christmas, New Yearõs, Epiphany and leading up to Lent 
was not possible.  I have provided detailed updates to the members of our 
church council and I did provide a couple of updates on Sundays. I thought 
you might like to get a sense of all that has been accomplished as we enter 
the eighth week of this fire remediation project. 

This is what was and will be accomplished: 

Qr_rsq md msp `sgjbgle ajc_l sn _lb pc-`sgjb                

`w H_aigc @psceeck_ll 
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The removal of the organ pipes began.  The charred remains from Pastor 
Waltõs office were placed into a storage pod so that he could go through all 
of them to determine his loss, this was a tremendously arduous and heart 
wrenching task.  Our Facebook Page and Website were updated along with 
regular updates to our voice mail message.  We received media coverage 
both in print and on television.  The cleaning began in the sanctuary with a 
maze of scaffolding.  This included the ceiling, floors, walls and pews.  

Service Master continued their work by conducting a specialized demolition, 
documenting any and all details regarding the way in which the office/
fireside space was originally constructed.  This will be very informative as we 
continue to work on our claim with Guide One to determine the value of all 
of the building materials. The council met on January 20th for their regular 
meeting at DeGideoõs. The Benefit for Saint Mark and Free At Last was 
held on Saturday January 17th at the CSPS Hall.  The food, beer and 
entertainment were all donated, along with hundreds of items for the Silent 
Auction.  It is difficult to arrive at an accurate count for the attendance, we 
think somewhere between 500-900 people.  It was a rousing success, with 
countless hours being spent by a number of volunteers both on the day and 
prior to.  We believe our proceeds were in excess of $16,000.00.  Those 
funds were placed into our Fire Fund at Cherokee Bank.  

Ucci Rfpcc /0-04 /-/ 

Ucci Qgv /-/4 /-00 

Ucci Dmsp /-0 /-6 

We signed a contract with Superior Construction to re-build the office/
fireside space.  We received approval from Guide One (our Insurance 
Carrier) to replace the ceiling fans.  The demolition began while the cleaning 
continued. The council met again on 1/5.  

Page 15 F e b r u a r y  2 0 1 5 

Ucci Dgtc /-7 /-/3 

Pastor Walt and I visited the Service Master Warehouse in Eagan to take a 
look at some of the items that were being deodorized there and brought 
back some of our paper records, along with some of the charred remains for 
display at the benefit.  Each week Ron Fogel was also working in close 
partnership with Service Master to ensure their questions were addressed 
regarding building related issues.  We arranged to worship with Saint Lukeõs.  
I created a Question and Answer document for distribution at our annual 
meeting.  

Continued  



Volunteer tasks will be outlined and work will begin to fill those slots.  This 
work is all being coordinated by our new Volunteer Coordinator, Kath 
Hillier.  One team that has been formed is a small one that will price all of the 
500 items that were lost.  The insurance company will perform the same task 
and we will then compare our spreadsheets to arrive at the most fair value for 
all of our items.  We will then begin to purchase needed items and assemble 
teams to place salvaged items back into the sanctuary.   

Ucci Cgefr /-1. 0-3 

During this week, the rest of the organ pipes will be removed for cleaning 
and some ceiling repairs will begin in the pipe room near the choir loft.  
Those repairs will need to be completed before the pipes may be returned 
and then we will be able to put items back into the banner room, (banners, 
costumes etc).  They have all been cleaned.  

Ucci Lglc 0-4 0-/0 

The Annual Meeting was held on January 25th at Saint Lukeõs in which I 
provided a brief update to those in attendance.  We established two task 
teams.  One to work on the design of our re-built space and one to work on 
process and protocol with regard to how best to access the donations in the 
fire fund.  Both of those teams have been formed and will begin their work 
soon.  This work will of course be done in strong partnership with the 
church council, the city of Saint Paul, Superior Construction and Guide 
One.  The sanctuary was thoroughly cleaned from top to bottom and the 
city issued us a partial Certificate of Occupancy so that we may once again 
worship at Saint Mark. Cleaned soft goods and all of the other salvaged 
goods were returned to the church and are being prepared to be put back in 
place.  

Ucci Qctcl /-01 /-07 
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The return of items to the sanctuary will occur this week, all of this work will 
be precisely orchestrated and anyone volunteering to assist with this will have 
to wear protective covering over their shoes so that when we return to 
worship on 2/22 the sanctuary will look its very best, as it does today!!  Ash 
Wednesday service will be at Saint Stanõs.  



We will return to worship on Sunday 2/22, the first Sunday in Lent.  The 
Organ will not yet be operating and we will ONLY have access to the 
sanctuary the Narthex and the downstairs restrooms, no access to any other 
part of the church will be allowed,  as it is still condemned.  

Ucci Cjctcl 0-0. 0-04 
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Once the design plan has been approved by the city, bids will be taken for all 
of the various elements of the building process, then cleaning of the Sunday 
School Wing, Kitchen and Fellowship Hall will take place.  We do not have 
an estimated date for all of this work to be completed, stay tuned, be patient 
and continue to keep Saint Mark in your prayers.  

A sparkling clean Sanctuary 

Floors and pews polished, carpets are next. 
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