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From Myra Larson and Family

I would like to thank the friends and members
of St. Mark for all your cards, prayers, support
and kindness shown to Warren and I
during his long illness.
Myra Larson

St. Mark Evangelical
Lutheran Church
A Congregation of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church
of America
Pastor
Walter A. Wietzke

Executive Committee
President

Jackie Brueggemann

651-291-7960

V. President

Mary Fashner

651-210-0767

Secretary

Mary Miller

651-483-0671

Treasurer

Nancy Redlin

612-270-7127

Committee Chairs
550 West Seventh St.
St. Paul, Minnesota 55102
E-mail
secretary@saintmark.info

Website www.saintmark.info
Sunday Worship
9:30 am
Holy Communion is
celebrated the 1st Sunday of
each month
Fellowship / Education Hour
after service
Have a question? Concern?
Office: (651) 224-0228

Education
Property

Holly Goldshmitz

651-283-2804

Evang/Mission

Lisa Weicht

651-442-4289

Worship

Bonnie Jellinek

651-738-1399

Stewardship

Jerry Smith

651-699-2242

Cong Liaison

Candy Petersen

651-249-1981

Church Staff
Kath Hillier volunteer@saintmark.info
Ann Blumer-LaMotte
Bonnie Jellinek
Will Nissen
Martin Brueggemann
Holly Goldschmitz
Carol Gall & Janet Blair

Volunteer Coord.
Christian Ed
Organist
Bookkeeper
Choir Director
Secretary
Custodians
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Toward more meaningful worship

Last year during Advent
we became a
“wandering” people,
just like the description
of the people in
Scripture. We were
outwardly bound –
going to different
churches and places.
And actually, what we
discovered was the
Bible lessons we read
each Sunday were
remarkably easy to
identify with. It made
our approach to
Christmas
extraordinarily
interesting and deep, as
we also thought about
Jesus and his family
finding no room in the
inn. Remember how
you felt last Christmas?

attend to Prayer
Stations. The Bible
lessons are remarkably
easy to identify with as
they touch our soul to
heal and inspire.

Our Worship Team is
providing a theme each
week, with a keepsake, a
sign –to enhance and
deepen our personal
concerns, gratitude and
hopes in a Solemn way.
This is more than a
reminder of the Reason
for the Season – it is the
invitation of our
Christmas doors to be
open and welcoming.
Our meaningful
Worship makes room
for a life-changing
Advent and Christmas –
to witness why we are in
This year during Advent This City for Good –
we will again “wander”. and that God is for us.
Only this time –
Pastor Walt
inwardly bound –
because during our
worship liturgy we will

The
reason
for

the
season
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A Christmas Party, formerly known as the
Heritage Dinner
We will continue the heritage food theme and have everyone bring
a dish to share that reflects their heritage. Please bring enough food
for the number of folks in your party. For those of us that never partook in the lutefisk, this has been a highlight of the holidays. Some really good dishes are brought! Everything from authentic Mexican,
Finnish, Hawaiian, Hungarian, Bohemian and of course the all encompassing Scandinavian.
Everyone is welcome to attend! There is no cost other than bringing
enough food to cover the people you bring, That means, invite your
whole family! There will be sign up sheet so we know how many people to plan for and what folks are bringing.
We will be looking for appetizers, relishes, non-alcoholic beverages,
side dishes, entrees, hot dishes and desserts.
The fun twist to this years party is that we will be having fun activities
like Christmas sing-a-longs and awesome gameshow style games!
Please sign up now to get in on the fun and fellowship!
See Kath Hillier or Holly Goldschmitz with questions.
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Check out Amazon Smile!

When you buy things
through Amazon you can
now specify a Charity/
Non-Profit Organization
and Amazon will donate
0.5% of the amount that
you spend purchasing
items from Amazon to
our church.

Lutheran Church St
Paul (make sure you
specify St Paul)

Then, sign in to your
Amazon account and
every time you buy things
through Amazon the
church receives 0.5%.

The best part of this
program is it doesn’t cost
www.smile.amazon.com you or the Church
and designate St Mark
anything!
When you go to

A Christmas Gift of Blessing

The St. Mark Mezuzah is the gift of
our church’s legacy blessing our
households, families and friends.

Each Mezuzah is $10.00 and comes
in a gift bag with an explanation and
hanging instructions.

The signs upon our doorways are to
be a reminder of God’s blessing as
we enter and to be a blessing when
we go out (Deuteronomy 6)

A limited number of Mezuzah’s are
available made from the old spire
cross, please inquire if interested.
On sale during Fellowship hour
after services.
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Give and Take Sunday for Lyngblomsten
You “give” some money you can
“take” some treats; we will have
cookies and treats for sale.

alive in continuing
to do for others as
she so often did.

All donations received that morning
will go to the Lyngblomsten “Spirit
of Giving” Program so staff can
provide gifts to the residents who
might not receive one.

If you want to join
us in making treats
we will be making
cookies at 10:00 on
th
December 5
If you don’t have
time to bake just bring us some
cookie dough and we will bake it up
for you.

This was a special project that Ellie
Slama participated in and a
wonderful way to keep her memory

Sponsoring families for Christmas
This Christmas we are sponsoring 2 families from LSS( Lutheran Social
Services). Robin Martinson has a wish list that we hope to fill by people
purchasing one item off the wish list. In the past years we have been
blessed to help these families during the holiday season.
Seventh Landing- Target Cards Needed
We are currently collecting $25.00 Target Gift Cards for each of the 12
residents of Seventh Landing on West Seventh Street( above Fresh
Grounds Coffee House).
Seventh Landing is a 12 unit sober, supportive, permanent , singles
housing program for homeless youth and young adults. If you’ve ever
stopped at Fresh Grounds, you see a great bunch of young adults that
we are proud to help out this holiday season!
For each card purchased, Lisa Weicht will knit two scarves for the Hat
& Mitten Tree! Challenge, On!
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Great job on Operation Christmas Child!

Thank you for all the
participation in
Operation Christmas
Child this year!

We packed 137 boxes
for children all over
the world!
5 people have signed up
to assist at the

processing center and
are looking forward to
seeing how the boxes
are distributed from
when we drop them off!
Thank you again for all
the work on this great
event!

Hat & Mitten Tree

Through out the winter
season, many children
and families are in need
of warm outer wear.
If you have new or like
new hats, mittens and
scarves to donate, we
have people who are in
need of them.

Please bring your
items all through
December to place
on the Mitten Tree
during the Offering
time during service.

gen-er-ous
(of a person) showing a readiness to give more of
something, as money or time, than is strictly necessary or
expected.
 showing kindness toward others.
 (of a thing) larger or more plentiful than is usual or
necessary.
St. Mark this Christmas… WELL DONE!
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SUN

MON

We will be celebrating
the Sundays in Advent
with the following
themes each week.
Let us know if you
enjoy these services!

6 PEACE

6:00pm AA

7

14

9:30am Service
10:30am Fellowship &
Education Hour
12:00pm FAL Service

15
6:00pm AA

21

22
6:00pm AA

9:30am Service &
Children’s Program
10:30am Fellowship
12:00pm FAL Service

27

8
6:00pm AA

9:30am Service
10:30am Fellowship &
Education Hour
12:00pm FAL Service

20 LOVE

TUE
1

9:30am Service
10:30am Fellowship &
Education Hour
12:00pm FAL Service

13 JOY
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28

29
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WED

THU

FRI

SAT

2

3

4

5

7:00 FAL
Bible Study

4-7pm

11

12

8:30am Bible Study
7:00pm Choir

Christmas
Party

9

10

8:30am Bible Study
7:00pm Choir

7:00pm Council 7:00 FAL
Bible Study
Meeting

7-9:30pm
Square Dancing

16

17

19

8:30am Bible Study
7:00pm Choir

7:00pm
7:00 FAL
Women Gather Bible Study
7:00pm Bible
Study

23

24

8:30am Bible Study
7:00pm Choir

30
8:30am Bible Study
7:00pm Choir

Christmas
Services at
5pm &
10pm
31

New Years
Eve
Free At Last
9pm

18

25
Christmas
Day
Service at
10am

26
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DEC

Usher

Reader

6

Dupont Family

Joyce Crozier

Give and Take
Sunday

13

Curran Family

Pat Curran

Joyce Crozier &
Bill Kansas

20

Cook Family

Mary Fashner

Fran Hillier &
Ramona Nelson

27

Petersen Family

Candy Petersen

Fellowship

Open

Christmas Service Ushers
Additional ushers are needed to assist for the
Christmas Services on Christmas Eve at 5pm & 10pm
and on Christmas Day at 10am.
A sign up sheet can be found in the Narthex, please
sign up and help out at one of the Christmas services.
2015 Budget ( $190, 785)
2014 Oct
2015 Oct
2014 TYD
Month End Month End Annual

2015 YTD
Annual

Revenue

$13, 799

$17,981

$134,787*

$124,495

Expense

$10,869

$16,904

$139,632

$157,073

Net
Negative

$ 1,077

2015 YTD
Budget
$143,089

- $32,578

YTD Transfer In from Investments Needed for General Checkbook =
$20,000 for 2015
*Included $13,000 transfer from investments
Not included in 2015 Revenue is the parsonage sale amount of $113,038
which has been deposited into Thrivent Investment Account.
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Gift Buying Rule of 4
●

Something to Wear

●

Something to Read

●

Something they Want

●

Something they Need

The Gathering of Women
Our Women’s Bible Study is still
going strong! We normally meet the
third Thursday of each and every
month. We are using the Bible
Study in the Gather Magazine, used
by all of the women of the ELCA
across the country. Our next
meeting will take place on Thursday
December 17th at 7:00 P.M. at
church. Our focus will be on
Advent and Christmas Devotions.
Robin will be providing the
December treats, so we KNOW
they will be awesome.
We began to do some fund raising
last fall to defray some of the costs
so that a few of us will be able to
attend the Tenth Triennial of the
WELCA to be held in Minneapolis
in July of 2017. Our fund raising

efforts are designed to help with the
cost of registration for the
conference. Please see any one of us
for more information on both the
fund raising and the Triennial!! We
had a great time supporting and
selling our items at the Holiday
Boutique on November 21st. Other
upcoming events include:
Thursday January 21st, Confidence
in God’s Beginnings and Endings
Triennial in Minneapolis July 13-16,
2017 at the Minneapolis Convention
Center
Please get these dates on your
calendar and JOIN US!!!
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Boutique Thanks

Thank you to everyone who helped make the
Boutique the best we have had in the past 5 years!
Thanks to Nancy for managing and setting up
Bob's Attic, to all who donated items and
to Bob Slama for his hours spent helping to set it
up.
Special thanks to Kenny for all his hours preparing
the food for the Café and to everyone who helped
in the kitchen and the Café.
Our baked goods are very popular so thanks to
everyone who donated bakery items. And, thanks
to all the donated items for the raffle.
Last, but not least, thanks to everyone who helped
set up and to the clean up crew which had
everything back in order in less than an hour.
Our total sales were about $800 over all of the
past 5 years. The money raised from the Boutique
is used to pay our education salaries and
capital improvements which are necessary but
not included in our budget.
This is an ongoing effort and we would
appreciate any contributions to the capital
campaign fund.
Bonnie Jellinek
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SAVE THE DATE!
The Christmas Program will
be held on Sunday,
December 20th during
9:30am worship service. ALL
of our precious children will
be singing and performing.
Please come support them in
all of their creative adorableness.

Advent is here! In December, we will focus on why we celebrate CHRISTmas during
Sunday School.
December Sunday School Theme
November 29: What is Advent?
December 6: St. Nicholas Day
December 13: Prepare for Christmas Program
December 20: Christmas Program at 9:30am
December 27: Birthday Party for Baby Jesus!
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What is Advent?
Why do we celebrate it?
Why is it called Advent?

The time before Christmas is Advent, a season of preparation for Christmas.
Christians prepare for celebrating the birth of Jesus by remembering the
longing of the Jews for a Messiah. In Advent, we’re reminded of how
much we ourselves also need a Savior, and we look forward to our Savior’s second coming even as we prepare to celebrate his first coming at
Christmas.

The word “Advent” comes from the Latin word adventus, which means
“coming” or “visit.” In the season with this name, we keep in mind both
“advents” of Christ, the first in Bethlehem and the second yet to come.
(Source: http://www.patheos.com/blogs/markdroberts/series/
introduction-to-advent/)

F re e At L a s t N e w Ye a rs S e r v i c e

A l l a re i nv i t e d o n N e w Ye a rs Ev e t o
j o i n i n a N e w Ye a rs c e l e b ra t i o n
beginning at 9:00pm at the church
to r i ng i n t he N ew Yea r !
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Happy December Birthdays!
1st

Lori Geib

2nd

Doris Gobley

16th

Bill Bloom

18th

Dane Breimhorst

22nd

Pat Hosley
Gary Seline

23rd

Joyce Crozier
Bev Kisch

24th

Divine Togba

25th

Kendra Stevens

28th

Zoe Breimhorst

Angels Among Us

When God wants to speak and deal with us,” said
Martin Luther, “he does not avail himself of an
angel but of parents, or the pastor, or of our
neighbor.” Never underestimate how powerfully
God can use you in the life of a child, a church
member, a friend or a stranger.

The Hebrew word for angel also means
“messenger.” You may be specially chosen to deliver to someone the
message of God’s love or guidance. Listen intently for what God would
have you share with others, then do so faithfully and caringly.

Phone: 651-224-0228
secretary@saintmark.info
www.saintmark.info

550 West 7th St.
St. Paul, MN 55102

SAINT MARK LUTHERAN CHURCH

