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By the Lake:
VA C AT I O N B I B L E S C H O O L
Monday & Tuesday, August 20 and 21
5:30pm Supper, 6-8 Program
Held this year at St. Luke Lutheran Church
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Love is Patience

A growing edge for me in my Christian life is patience. I am not a
patient person; I don’t like to wait for things to happen. When I get
stuck in traffic, I feel my heart begin to race and my eyes dart about
looking for a faster lane or a new route. Or when I was waiting last
fall for a doctor to call me back with the diagnosis of my knee so I
could get back to running, I grew anxious and irritable. I, like many
of you, like quick results, instant answers, fast response.
Yet, when I slow down and pray, I hear a soft inner voice that calms
my heart and reminds me of the promise in scripture, “Those who
wait on the Lord shall renew their strength, they shall mount up on
wings life eagles. They shall run and not grow weary.” (Isaiah 40:31).
Waiting is not a virtue in our American society. We hate waiting in
lines, waiting for an event to start, waiting for a spouse to arrive,
waiting for leaders to act. We think waiting is for wimps. After all we
want ACTION heroes, not WAITING heroes.
Yet the Bible is filled with stories of waiting. Abraham and Sarah
waited decades for the birth of a son. David waited years to become
king. Israel waited centuries for a Messiah. When Paul begins his
great description of love in I Corinthians 13, the first descriptor is
“love is patient” (I Cor. 13:4).
As I listen to that inner, calming voice to wait, I realize that many
things are at work. God’s Spirit is active, breathing new life into my
spirit. I learn to live in the present moment, to be awake and at peace.
These moments of awareness are intermittent; l easily slip back into
self-pity or irritability. Still I wait, remembering an Objibway proverb,
Sometimes I go about pitying myself, and all the time I am
being carried on great winds across the sky.
(continued)
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St. Mark is in a season of waiting on the Lord, discerning how the
Holy Spirit will lead the congregation into the future. And patience
is big part of the interim journey. The only way I know how to grow
in patience is to practice it one day at a time, enjoying one moment at
a time. Patience does not magically appear when we need it; it is
more like a muscle that we exercise over and over, in our daily life.
God is at work within St. Mark and we all need to patiently trust in
the work of God’s Spirit. Part of that trust is learning how to wait on
the Lord to renew our strength. And when the times comes, the
Spirit will give us the signal and strength to run!
- Interim Pastor John Keller
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August Usher

Reader

Fellowship

5

open

Eric Michelson

12

open

Myra Larson

open

19

open

Nancy Redlin

open

26

open

Carrie Arnold

open

Larry Raasch

B y t h e L a k e : Va c a t i o n B i b l e S c h o o l
Monday and Tuesday, August 20 and 21—5:30pm Supper, 6-8 Program

St. Luke Lutheran Church
All children, kindergarten to six grade, are invited to attend Vacation Bible
School on Monday and Tuesday, August 20-21. The theme is By The
Lake and will focus on two favorite Bible stories: Jonah and the Whale and
Jesus Calming the Storm. St. Luke (1807 Field Ave) will host this year’s
VBS for both St. Mark and St. Luke. Music, Games, Crafts and Creative
Storytelling will be part of each evening. Grandparents are encouraged to
bring grandkids as well as inviting your neighborhood children to attend.

If you would like to volunteer or to seek further information or to enroll,

Confirmation Sign-up
Confirmation Class will begin in September.
Parents (or grandparents) should contact Pastor John Keller
(jvkeller54@gmail.com or call the church office) if they have a seventh or
eighth grader who wants to participate.
The weekly class will be shared with St. Luke and will be at a time mutually
agreeable to the families.
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Shared Ministry Update
The Shared Ministry team meets monthly and during our most recent meeting, the following highlights decisions that were made:
Fellowship: Beginning July 22nd, (the fourth and subsequent 4th Sundays)
Pr. John will stay for about 30 minutes after the service at St. Luke and arrive at St. Mark in time to deliver the sermon and finish the service so he can
spend some time at St. Luke during our fellowship hour. On August 12th
(the second and subsequent 2nd Sundays) Pr. John will leave St. Luke right
after the sermon and arrive at St. Mark around 10am so he can spend time at
St. Mark during our fellowship hour.
Christian Education:

a. Shared Bible Study: Wednesday, 9am. July was at St. Mark. Au
gust will be at St. Luke. We will rotate this monthly.
b. VBS: Will be held on Monday and Tuesday August 20th and
21st at Saint Luke
c. Confirmation: Pr. John will contact the three families affected
and determine days/times to meet. This will most likely begin in
September and focus on the New Testament and Catechism
d. Rally Sunday: Each church will do their own Rally tradition.

God’s Work Our Hands: We’ll do something during our September 30th
shared service at St. Mark. (We will continue to worship together in the
months when there is a fifth Sunday, as we have been doing for the past two
years.)
Shared Meeting: As we mentioned during our most recent annual meeting,
a meeting has been planned for Saturday, November 3, at 9am to be held at
St. Luke. The purpose of this shared meeting is to gain input from both
congregations’ members about how this shared ministry model is working.
Please put this important meeting on your calendars. We will be joined by
Pr. Joe Lees from the Saint Paul Area Synod at this meeting and he will act
as moderator.
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2018 Rummage Sale
In the midst of all of the changes we also must evaluate whether we are able

to go forward with events and functions that we have done in the past.
The most important decision maker regarding going forward will be whether we have sufficient volunteers to carry out the event. Below is a projection of the kind of effort needed to complete the rummage sale and the
number of volunteers that are needed. If we do not have names and

solid commitments by 9-1, the rummage sale will not be held this fall.
If you are able to assist with the rummage sale, please call Nancy at
651-293-1862 with your availability including the days and number of
hours you can work and work assignment preference.
•

1 person is needed to handle the advertising and be in charge of signage
and posters, including the distribution to local businesses.

•

Set – Up Needs (Estimate volunteer hours needed for set up is 143
hours.)
 One leader – Nancy will lead
 Sunday, Sept 30th, after service – Table set up (need 4 strong people

for a couple of hours)
 Monday – Wednesday, Oct 1 – 3 -Unpack Boxes, Arrange Sale Items,

Price Items, Check small appliances etc to make sure they work


Estimate we’ll need a total of approximately 135 hours of volunteer time for set up.

•

Thursday & Friday Sale Day Needs (8 am – 6 pm) (Estimated
Volunteer hours needed is 148)
 One leader (Nancy out of town and not available)
 Thursday Morning Kitchen – need 2 (accumulated total of 8 hours)
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Thursday & Friday Sale Day Needs (8 am – 6 pm) (Estimated
Volunteer hours needed is 148)
 One leader (Nancy out of town and not available)
 Thursday Morning Kitchen – need 2 (accumulated total of 8 hours)
 Thursday Afternoon Kitchen – need 2 (accumulated total of 12

hours)
 Friday Morning Kitchen – need 2 (8 hours)
 Friday Afternoon Kitchen – need 2 (12 hours)
 Thursday Morning Cashiers – 2 at table and 1 with cash apron for

exact amount sales, 4 hours needed (Accumulated total is 12 hours).
 Thursday Afternoon Cashiers – 2 at table until 6. (Accumulated total

is 12 hours)
 Thursday floor workers – 4 needed (Accumulated total is 40 hours)
 Friday Morning Cashiers (Bag Sale Day) – 2 at table and 1 with cash

apron for exact amount sales, 4 hours needed (Accumulated total is
12 hours)
 Friday Afternoon Cashiers – 2 at table until 6. (Accumulated total is

12 hours)
 Friday afternoon floor workers – 2 needed (accumulated total is 20

hours)

•

Saturday Clean Up (9 – 11) (Estimated volunteer hours needed is
20)
 Need a leader – Nancy still out of town
 Need to Box and haul out to truck everything not sold – 10 workers

for 2 hours (accumulated total of 20 hours)
 We will request Janitorial services for sweeping and mopping
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August Birthdays
7/2 Katherine Hillier

7/23 Robin Martinson

7/10 Mark Berneking

7/26 Laura Larson

7/11 Myra Larson

7/28 Theresa Dupont

7/19 Darla Durant

7/31 Mary Miller

Operation Christmas Child
We can all begin preparing items to donate for this year’s

shoeboxes for Operation Christmas Child.

More information to come in bulletins/newsletters in the months ahead!

Photos
Joint worship at St. Luke
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SUN

MON

TUE

5

6

7

9:30am Fellowship
6:30 - 9pm
10:30 Communion Svc Square Dancing
12:00pm J.T. Service

6:00pm AA

12

13

14

9:30am Fellowship
10:30am Service
12:00pm J.T. Service

6:30 - 9pm
Square Dancing

6:00pm AA

19

20

21

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL (@ St. Luke)
9:30am Fellowship
10:30 Communion Svc 5:30 dinner; 6-8 program 5:30 dinner; 6-8 program
12:00pm J.T. Service
6:30-9 Square Dancing 6:00pm AA

26

27

28

9:30am Fellowship
10:30am Service
12:00pm J.T. Service

6:30 - 9pm
Square Dancing

6:00pm AA
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WED

THU

FRI

SAT

1

2

3

4
10:30 Altar Guild

9:00am Bible Study
(at St. Luke)
7pm AA OMD

8

9

10

11

16

17

18

23

24

25

30

31

9:00am Bible Study
(at St. Luke)
7pm AA OMD

15
9:00am Bible Study
(at St. Luke)
7pm AA OMD

22
9:00am Bible Study
(at St. Luke)
7pm AA OMD

29
9:00am Bible Study
(at St. Luke)
7pm AA OMD

Phone: 651-224-0228
www..secretary@saintmark.info

550 West 7th St.
St. Paul, MN 55102

SAINT MARK LUTHERAN CHURCH

