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A Special Edition from Pastor Grinch— 
 
Occasionally I communicate to the church that 
“we” discourage applause in the worship service. 
The we, of course, is me! Because I don’t want to 
take the time on a Sunday morning to detail the 
reasons for this, and I know some are curious why 
this matters to me, I want to address it here. Of 
course, I can’t control what the congregation does 
in worship, so I’m presenting my case with the 
hope that you’ll agree. 
 
1) In our minds (and our guts), applause is 
associated with the adulation we offer to people 
after a particularly notable performance. Yet, we 
know that worship is not a performance. Our 
primary reason for corporate worship is to give 
glory to God, not to one another. This goal of being 
God-centered sets the tone for everything we do in 
worship, and the way we seek to do it. 
 
Of course, the quality with which we offer our 
worship is one way to express the depth of our love 
for God. Any part of the worship service, when 
well-prepared and presented with excellence, is 
itself a reflection of God’s glory, and it is right to 
recognize the hard work that makes that possible. A 
beautifully presented performance glorifies God in 
its own way, but, whether we intend to or not, 
clapping automatically focuses our attention on 
people instead of focusing our attention on God. 
This is my greatest concern. It’s not that there’s 
anything inherently wrong with clapping in church. 
In fact, the Bible tells us to clap our hands and 
shout with joy (Psalm 47). But the clapping can 
easily mutate into something other than the God-
centered praise we intend and contribute to a 
performance-oriented mindset instead. 
 
2) If we did applaud, how would we decide when to 
applaud? Would we applaud every time the choir 
sings or only when it’s extra special? Would we 
feel obligated to clap every Sunday? Doesn’t the 
clapping become its own judgment over what is 
particularly good or particularly banal? Is that the 
feedback we want to offer those who lead us in 
worship, an audible measure of how well they did? 

Unless we’re prepared to applaud enthusiastically 
every time, I think it’s preferable that we applaud 
none of the time. 
 
3) If we did applaud, how would we decide what to 
applaud? We often want to affirm our children after 
they sing or contribute in some way, but wouldn’t 
we also want to do so for our adult choirs? We 
would probably never applaud for a sermon or a 
prayer, but they can have their own beauty and also 
require significant preparation. 
 
I’ve proposed that those who are especially moved 
by something that happens in worship could say 
“Amen,” from a Hebrew word which means “I 
agree” or “That’s true!” We conclude our prayers 
with this word to voice our agreement with the 
things expressed. I like this because it affirms the 
content of what was said more than how it was 
presented. When the choir sings of God’s presence: 
“There would I find a settled rest while others go 
and come; no more a stranger nor a guest, but like a 
child at home,” I can gladly concur: Amen! When 
the children’s sweet voices remind us of the beauty 
of God’s creation, I can agree! Whenever my soul 
is touched by either a text or a tune, by either 
inspired rhetoric or the idea contained within it, 
then I can add my firm resolve that the truth has 
been communicated. I can say, Amen! 
 
Because an “amen” is a uniquely religious 
response, it reminds us that God has done 
something special in our midst. It helps us voice 
our appreciation for what God has done. In this 
way, we honor the Lord, which is the reason we 
gather, and the desire 
that motivates many of 
those who offer their gift 
of song or dance, of 
preaching or playing or 
praying in the worship 
service. 
 
Call me a Grinch if you 
like. (I can take the 
heat.) But before you 
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begin to clap in the worship service, ask yourself 
why, and whether there might be a better way to 
express your feelings. 
 
With you in following the Master, 

 
 
 
 

David 

New Directory update: 
 
Thank you to all of you who volunteered your  time to help check folks in for picture taking! 
Pat Davis, Genevieve Neale, Wendy Moon, Kristi Moon, Janet Hopper, Gloria Fox, Betsy Weaver, 
Susan Sipos, Judy Williams, Beth Groover, Peggy Powell, Donna Porter, Susan Hildreth, Irene 
Gilley, Ashby Downtain, David Downtain and Donna Templeton. Your help in getting our directory pictures 
taken was invaluable! 
 
Photography pictures for those of you who chose the free 8 x 10 only option, have been delivered 
to the church and may be picked on the table in the commons.  They have been arranged in alphabetical or-
der.  Photography pictures for those of you who placed an order have been shipped to your homes. 
 
The Directory is in process and should be available by the end of January.  The Christmas holidays have 
slowed the process down somewhat, but it will be worth the wait!  Directories will be available for those of 
you who had pictures taken at church in early December. 
 
For folks who did not get their pictures taken, Lifetouch has offered to come back and 
take additional pictures, if 15 or more families want to have their pictures taken. They 
will also reprint the entire directory, with your new pictures in it for all members who 
have had pictures taken at our church.  We will be setting up another time for picture 
taking in the spring, please watch the scroll for a new picture taking opportunity and your 
opportunity to get a church directory.  Questions should go to either Donna Templeton or 
Frieda Krohn, 239-2788. 

DEDICATION SUNDAY 
 
Please remember to pray about how you might respond to 
the invitation to pledge for 2018. We will be dedicating 
our 2018 pledges on Sunday, January 7, but pledge 
forms may be returned at any time. It is very helpful for 
each member of the church to return a form, regardless of 
the response because the session will be revising the 2018 
budget in accordance with the pledges received. “Each of 
you should use whatever gift you have received to serve 
others, as faithful stewards of God’s grace in its various 
forms” (1 Peter 4:10). 

REMOVING CHURCH DECORATIONS 
 

Please help us take down the Chrismon tree and 
other Christmas decorations in the sanctuary.  
We need lots of help.  Please come on Tues. 
evening, Jan. 2nd at 6 p.m.  Meet in the sanc-
tuary and you will be given a job to do.  
THANK YOU FOR HELPING!!! 



 

 
When You Pray... 

 
 “Prayer will make you leave off sinning, or sinning will make you leave off praying.” 
 Charles Haddon Spurgeon (d. 1893) 
 
“He who prays as he ought will endeavour to live as he prays.” 
 John Owen (d. 1683) 
 
“Friend, you will never stumble as long as you are on your knees!” 
 Raymond Beasley 
 
 

OPEN TABLE 
 
On Sunday, November 18th the congregation learned about “The Open Table,” a movement new to 
Lynchburg that seeks to help the working poor. Chad Rakos, our coordinator for this ministry, writes: 
  
So far, we are very excited about the enthusiasm that we have received regarding the open table movement 
that we learned about in church on Sunday the 18th.  If you missed it, or would like more information, simply 
email Chad at chadrakos@allstate.com. I will add you to our growing list of people interested in fighting the 
poverty cycle through transformative relationships.  
  
You may also visit the Open Table website at www.theopentable.org if you're interested in learning more, or 
you can email me and I will keep you in the loop as we begin this amazing program. 

DECEMBER LECTIONARY 

Sat., Jan. 6th, Epiphany of the Lord 
Isaiah 60:1-6; Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14; Ephesians 3:1-12; 
Matthew 2:1-12. 
 
Sun.,  Jan. 7th, Baptism of the Lord 
Genesis 1:1-5; Psalm 29; Acts 19:1-7; Mark 1:4-11. 
 
Sun.,  Jan. 14th, 2nd Sun. after Epiphany 
1 Samuel 3:1-10 (11-20); Psalm 139: 1-6, 13-18;  
1 Corinthians 6:12-20; John 1:43-51. 
 
 
 

Sun.,  Jan. 21st, 
3rd  Sun. after 
Epiphany 
Jonah 3:1-5, 10; 
Psalm 62:5-12;  
1 Corinthians 
7:29-31; Mark 
1:14-40. 
 
Sun.,  Jan. 28th, 4th Sun. after Epiphany 
Deuteronomy 18:15-20; Psalm 111; 1 Corinthians 8:1-
13; Mark 1:21-28. 
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CONNECT 
 
We have celebrated another successful season of CONNECT and are so grateful 
for the support of the church in this endeavor! We enjoyed building relation-
ships with 30 elementary aged children and 17 volunteers on a weekly basis. 
Men's and Women's Bible studies, circles, and small groups were so creative 
and generous in providing weekly meals for the group.   We'll begin another 8 
week season at the end of January and we'd love to invite more members to en-
joy meals with us or participate in one of the curriculum groups. If you have an 
interest in hearing more about this dynamic, intergenerational, Christ-centered 
opportunity, contact:  Church Office, 239-2788 

Saint Andrew Youth Group is ready to kick off 2018, and we hope 
to see you there! Youth Group is open to all students in grades 6 
through 12. Regular meetings are on Sunday evenings from  
5-7 p.m., including time for games and activities, relevant Bible 
teaching, and a delicious meal. Special events like service projects, 
movie nights, mission trips, and lock-ins happen regularly to give us 
other opportunities for fellowship and discipleship, as teens learn 
what it means to love and follow Jesus in their own lives. See the 
calendar below for some of our important upcoming dates. 
 
Youth Group Spring Calendar 
January 7 - Youth Group Resumes/Parent Meeting 
February 4 - Souper Bowl of Caring 
February 11 - Youth Sunday (students lead both services) 
February 23-24 - High School Retreat 
March 23-24 - Middle School/Confirmation Retreat 
March 25 - The Great Egg Race 
April 1 - Easter Sunday 
June (dates TBD) - TEAM effort Hurricane Relief Mission Trip 
 
Confirmation Classes will be offered this spring for students 8th 
grade and up who wish to become members of Saint Andrew: 
Classes 4-5pm on Sundays, beginning January 14 
Confirmation Retreat (required) March 23-24 @ Camp Bethel 
Contact Pastor Dave for more info 

WOMEN’S BOOK GROUP 
 

The Saint Andrew Women’s Book Group will have its next quarterly meeting 
on Monday January 22 at 7:00 p.m.  Betsy Smith will host at her house and 
will lead a discussion on Marcus Borg’s book, Convictions: How I Learned 
What Matters Most. Betsy lives at 111 Bridlewood Lane in Forest.  This book 
group is open to any women in the church or their interested friends.  


