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important news of r & r
No, not rest and relaxation! The title means Ramp & Roof. The 
ongoing project to replace the fast decaying ramp is almost at 
hand. We are receiving a grant from the Hudson-Catskill 
district for $3200. Two donations, which are promised, will  
bring the total dollars from outside sources to $4700. Addition-
al monies from the trustee’s fund will cover the amount needed 
to begin construction. We are presently going over the estimate 
received to see if it can be pared down in any way. Several of 
the details that raise the cost are demolition of the old ramp and 
disposal of the debris.  We also have to deal with the old 
concrete step structure under the present ramp which heaves 
causing the deck to raise up, thus causing the door to stick. The 
new ramp will have concrete piers which will be 4 feet down
to avoid the frost problem. It will be constructed according to 
established building codes using good quality pressure treated 
wood. One of the most important improvements will be proper 
hand rails.
     Many of us almost never get into the back yard where the 
day school used to play. Recently several of the trustees went 
back there and were shocked at the deteriorating condition of 
the sanctuary south roof. It is failing rapidly. This is caused by 
its direct all day exposure to the sun. Remember, it goes back to 
the building when it was new. The decision has been made that 
it must be replaced immediately. We were able to get J & A 
Roofing to give us an estimate for the job. It is a very reason-
able one, so the trustees have decided to go ahead with the 
project. This will avoid eventual damage to the inside of the 
sanctuary, the parquet floor and carpeting, the piano and organ, 
and the furniture.  
     These two projects will exhaust all of the trustee’s funds. In 
a few years more roofing will need to be done. We have been 
very fortunate with our heating and plumbing so far, but that 
can’t last forever. Eventually we will have to think about 
replacing some of our folding chairs as some are reaching their 
expected life span. We have been able to maintain a good 
record of maintenance and repair going back to 1971 when the 
classroom building was built. We are anxious to continue to be 
good stewards of the property entrusted to us. 
     We need to begin a financial campaign to raise funds for the 
future. A reasonable goal for our church would be $20,000. 
These funds will be necessary to maintain our house of worship 
and outreach to the community. They are not part of our normal 
operating budget and pledges. To begin with, one time dona-
tions to the trustee fund will be gratefully received. Soon, we 
will develop a procedure for gifts to be made over a period of 
time. If you have questions call Arnold Jones, Trustee Chair-
man at 845-687-7071

A  mong the birthdays and anniversaries we celebrate 
with our “celebration church” bank at RVUMC, we 
should note the CHURCH’s 50th anniversary is this 

summer.  Following meetings of the Methodist Churches of 
Accord and Stone Ridge, and petitions to the NY Supreme Court 
to consolidate, an order was granted in June and certified in July 
of 1967 “that the prayers of said petitioners be and the same are 
hereby granted, and that the said two churches be consolidated 
under the name of The Rondout Valley Methodist Church…”  My 
apologies to any attorneys reading this if my terminology is 
faulty....
Anniversaries are times for both celebrating what is past and 
resolving to continue forward into the future.  Like Jacob waking 
after a night of wrestling (with God?) at a turning point of his life, 
it can be a time to look around us and say,

  

        

IT’S A SEMICENTENNIAL!

“How awesome is this place! This is none other than the 
house of God, and this is the gate of heaven.”…18 So 
Jacob rose early in the morning, and he took the stone 
that he had put under his head and set it up for a pillar 
and poured oil on the top of it. ….20 Then Jacob made a 
vow, saying, “If God will be with me, and will keep me in 
this way that I go, and will give me bread to eat and 
clothing to wear, 21 so that I come again to my father’s 
house in peace, then the LORD shall be my God, 22 and this 
stone, which I have set up for a pillar, shall be God’s 
house; and of all that you give me I will surely give 
one-tenth to you.”  [Genesis 28, NRSV]

It is important to note that 1967’s formation of the RVMC (now 
RVUMC) was the beginning of a lot of hard work by many 
people; the buildings we enjoy now were actually built in the 
early 1970s after the sale of the old church properties in Stone 
Ridge and Accord.  Still—decades do matter, and you will see 
elsewhere in this newsletter details about some inevitable neces-
sary renewal of our physical buildings—Roof and Ramp, to be 
specific.  And, as we look to the future, we’re adding new ways 
for those who love RVUMC to donate (see elsewhere in newslet-
ter for that too).

Grace and Peace from the “New” RVUMC!
Caroline



M  any thanks to the 22 individuals or families who pledged 
to the RV church this past May.  Your gifts are a neces-
sary part of keeping our doors open and ministering to 

our congregation and the community.  The total pledged was 
$57,942.  Giving is a delight!  If you missed the drive and wish to 
make a pledge, call Mary Jones.

Rondout Valley Pledge Drive

CONGRATULATIONS, GRADUATE!
Lizzy Keukjian, 

graduated from Rondout Valley Central School on June 23.  
Her presence will be missed when she goes to Smith College in September. 

Welcome

Sympathy

Children ages 6-12 will “dig into” the earthly arts this week of 
August 21-25th in adventures with visual and theatrical arts, 
celebrating the natural world around them. With the focus on 
technology today, the connection between children and nature 
seems to be taking a back seat. By examining our history in the 
area, other cultures, artists and their innovative techniques, we 
will design stone sculptures, leaf collages, natural found object 
sculptures, paper landscape “paintings”, paper mache’ birds 
with a magical show at the end of the week for parents to enjoy 
a play, an art exhibit and of course, food!

Fee for the week is $150.00 and a $10 fee for a field trip to the 
The Butterfly Garden in Shokan on Tuesday, August 22nd, 
from 12:30-3pm. Parents need to part take in this afternoon’s 
trip as they are the transportation for their children.  

Campers are asked to bring a large towel, lunch, snack, drink, 
out door clothing, medical needs, and insect repellent. It is 
suggested all this be in a backpack with identification on 
everything.

For information and registration contact   Jill Obrig, director

jill.obrig@gmail.com or phone  845-750-5515   Space is limit-
ed to 15, as we want to insure high quality care for individual 
needs 

 to New Member!  Michael Stisi
Baptized and joined RVUMC June 25 2017

to the family and loved ones of Arianna Marika Williams
(mother Andrea Lowe Williams, 

father Mark Williams, 
Lowe aunts, uncles and cousins and many, many dear friends)

May 7, 1995 to March 28, 2017

SOMETHING NEW is on the horizon!  Soon RVUMC will be 
able to receive donations online and electronically, and on a recur-
ring basis for those who choose to give this way.  The denomina-
tion entered an arrangement with VANCO which has allowed UM 
churches to enroll in this program without the usual set-up fees, 
and waiving the usual $10 monthly fee for a year.  RVUMC has 
been approved for the program but it will be several weeks until it 
is “up and running”; check the website, www.rvumc.org, periodi-
cally and look for a “Donation” or “Giving” tab to appear one of 
these weeks!

Two important notes:
--Even after the electronic giving is set up, donations to RVUMC 
can still be made in the “usual” ways—given through the offering 
plate, or mailed to P.O. Box 295, Stone Ridge 12484.
--For both credit cards (which we’ve never been able to process) 
and electronic bank payments, there WILL be small fees. (.45 per 
transaction, plus 1% for bank and 2.75% for credit or debit card 
donations) The hope is that by offering more and easier ways to 
give to RVUMC, we will be able to receive donations that other-
wise would have been forgotten or “not bothered” with. 

Gifts in Arianna’s memory (RVHS ’13) 
can be made to the Rondout Valley Scholarship Fund,
P.O. Box 96 Stone Ridge 12484
 

and remember . . .“EARTH without ART is just eh”

ART and NATURE CAMP 
at Rondout Valley United Methodist Church.

August 21-25th

TOYS (and beyond) SALE
THe RMCC preschool will be holding a massive sale of toys, 
furniture, and educational items this Friday and Saturday from 9 
to 3. Parallel to that--RVUMC will offer some Rummage of our 
own.

Come, Explore, Create and MORE!

School supplies will be distributed from the Christ the King 
parish hall on Thursday Aug. 31st; they will work through the 
RV Food Pantry list.  SO--"When you bring donations for the 
Food Pantry between now and Sunday August 27th we will 
gratefully receive school supplies as well as "the usual" food 
and personal hygiene items!" 

School Supplies Needed



visit us at:  www.rvumc.org

Please Don’t Forget.
  The need is ever present
and We can make a difference!
  

(845) 687-9090
(845) 687-4868

CHURCH PHONE:
PASTOR’S HOME:

e-mail for newsletter:    bartok@braxtonh.com
  

 

Thanks to our RVUMC 
representatives who 
attended the New York 
Annual Conference Meeting in 
early June at Hofstra University on Long Island.  These included our 
pastor, Caroine, Elaine Fiore and Becky Lowe.  The last is a district 
representative from the Hudson-Catskill District.  A great deal of the 
information which they acquired is laid out on a table in the narthex.  
Take a look and see what Methodist folks are doing beyond our local 
church.  We are very grateful that Pastor Caroline is being returned to 
RVUMC for an almost unprecedented 26th year. 
 
RV’s memorial circle around the bell tower has an addition in the 
form of a stone  honoring Helen Bogart.  If you sit on the bench there, 
you will have a quiet opportunity to appreciate how fortunate we are 
to live in such a beautiful area and have a creative and caring church 
family.  Many thanks go to Bob and Nancy Taylor for making it possi-
ble.
 
Since the pre-school at RV is no longer operating, Martha Kelder will 
be having a sale of many of the materials July 28 - 29.  If there are 
items which your or some organization you know can use, get in 
touch with Martha and be an “early bird”.
 
The RV Administrative Council has changed the time of its meeting 
to the third Sunday of the month directly following the worship 
service.  (Enough time is allowed between for a cup of coffee and 
whatever goodie is available.).
.
.

Don’t forget to pick up your Fair Trade Coffees, 
Teas, Chocolate & Olive Oil…

The products you buy
have an impact

on many
people.

available at the Church

                          

First Responder Sunday  September 10th   
If you are a member of a local Fire 
Company or Rescue Squad, please be at 
RVUMC that morning; and if you have 
friends and neighbors who are members, 
please BE SURE to extend your personal 
invitation.  Trucks and equipment are 
invited too, although trucks will not fit in 
the sanctuary.  And volunteer applications 
or other handouts are a good idea to bring! 
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