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 From the Pastor

Please Don’t Forget.
  The need is ever present
and We can make a difference!
  

August September 2016

Missions

It’s that time of year…we anticipate a 
return to school, for young people and 
teachers; and a return to routines and 
programs in churches and community 
groups.  For many of us, it’s a chance 
to re-connect with friends we haven’t 
seen for several months.  

For many children around the world, “back to school” is far from 
routine.  Perhaps they live in a war zone or refugee camp.  Maybe 
their families are unable to afford school uniforms or supplies; or 
going to school might mean leaving their home community just to 
GET to school.  RVUMC recently made a donation to the Bishop 
Jane Middleton School in Sierra Leone; as the email to members 
of the Conference prior to June’s sessions described it:  In 2012, 
the Sierra Leone Conference of the United Methodist Church 
honored Bishop Middleton’s work there by naming a school after 
her. The Susquehanna Conference, where Bishop Middleton was 
serving, raised funds for the school’s construction. The Bishop 
Jane Middleton School is located in Freetown, Sierra Leone, and 
has 200 middle school students. At this school, students not only 
receive educational instruction, but also learn to love God and 
their neighbor. The needs of this school are great: there is no 
running water or electricity and it is planning to expand into a 
school serving first grade through high school.
Looking at the overflowing bins of colorful school supplies in just 
about every store I’ve been in lately and contrasting that 
abundance with the struggles of so many children and families 
gives me an extra measure of gratitude in this “back to school” 
season.  Whether you are heading “back to school” as a student or 
teacher or parent; or simply supporting those who do with your 
help and your prayers, take some time really to appreciate a return 
to community and routines.  I find that each day and week back at 
RVUMC after my surgery in June makes me realize how good it 
is to gather, for worship, for song, for prayer, for food.  I hope 
others of you feel that, too!
Though we have not “set” what our Adult Study for fall will be, it 
will likely be a Wednesday evening group with a possible 
Thursday morning option.  Possibilities are a Bible study on 
Genesis or a book study of Adam Hamilton’s Making Sense of 
the Bible (2014).  If you’re interested in either, both, (or 
something entirely different)—let’s talk!   

To everyone who has helped 
ME and RVUMC during my 

recuperation from surgery—Stephen and all who led and 
organized worship…guest preachers the Revs. Janet Vincent and 
Alison Quin from Christ the King, lay servants Carla Bridges from 
Clinton Ave. UMC and our own Arnold Jones, Deacon David 
Clegg from St. James UMC, and ministry candidate Jordan 
Scruggs…and everyone who drove me to appointments, sent cards 
or food or made a phone call—I am on the mend!  

The Administrative Board voted to send the following funds to 
four worthy causes:
$100. to help with the southern floods and tornado recovery 
through UMCOR.
$100. for the ongoing malaria fund.
$100. to the Children's Home in Binghamton.
$100. to the Bishop Jane Middleton School in Sierra Leone . This 
school was dedicated in March and has had great test results.  
Many children can't attend, due to the cost. Our donation will 
help give a child an education. You can Read more at:  
http://www.nyac.com/bishopjaneallenmiddleton
We need to keep bringing in items for the food pantry.  More 
and more people rely on it.

A big thank you…

Caroline

Love to all, and thanks.
Caroline

Thank you,
Judy

Many thanks to Richard 
Murphy who has for many 

years given us the Egg’s Nest 
Experience.  Best wishes to 

you as you follow your path in 
new directions.

Thank You and Best Wishes 
as you move on to other endeavors!



P  
News from NY Annual Conference:

Save the Date - - Sunday, Sept 11

Worship Leaders Needed 

rogress is being made, sometimes painfully slowly, but 
things seem to be picking up a bit on the kitchen 
rehabilitation project. A contract has been signed, the old 

counter tops have been removed, and necessary plumbing changes 
have been made. New hinges for the cabinet doors are ready to be 
installed, The relatively new sinks have been removed and saved 
for installation in the new quartz counter top when it arrives in a 
few weeks. A fitting color name for our new counter top is 
“cappuccino”. But then, some of us drink tea. Sliding shelves have 
been added to many of the lower cabinets to make it easier to get 
to stored items. We are hoping that completion of the entire phase 
one of the project will take place before school starts. 
     A new fence has been installed around the bell tower. It was a 
gift from Dan Rose. It changes the whole appearance of the church 
for the better. Now we are planning to scrape and repaint the tower 
as soon as an estimate has been settled upon. 
     The two savings certificates that go back 60 years or more have 
been released from their restrictions by the Attorney General of 
New York. Both will be transferred into a usable account when 
they mature. 
     The re-shingling project of one corner of the education 
building, has been completed and just in time before heavy rains 
hit this area. It turned out that the original shingles were 
manufactured in Canada and were measured in meters whereas the 
new shingles are American made and measured in feet. Our 
contractor was able to cleverly merge the two together and 
maintain a new and neat appearance.  

As of Sept. 1st, the newly-assigned Bishop for the NYAC will 
be Thomas J. Bickerton.  From the Conference website:

Trustee Report 

We love new faces. Please sign up to be a worship leader 
one week. Try something new. It is fun and easy when
you are in the Lord’s house surrounded by friends.

Read more at:
http://www.nyac.com/newsdetail/bishop-thomas-j-bickerton-5346020

Thomas J. Bickerton has been the spiritual leader of the 
nearly 850 United Methodist congregations in Western 
Pennsylvania since he was elected a bishop in 2004. On 
September 1, he will officially begin his work with the 
New York Annual Conference.
Bishop Bickerton’s life has been significantly shaped 
by involvement in ministry beyond the walls of the 
local church. His work with Volunteer-in-Mission 
teams in his home state, as well as in Africa, Argentina, 
Israel, Mexico, Russia, Cuba, and the U. S. Gulf Coast, 
has given the Bishop a “true global perspective on the 
need to be in ministry to all of God’s children.”

As of ‘press time’ there is a Conference-wide service of 
Welcome scheduled for 3 p.m. on Sunday, September 25th at 
Salem Church in Manhattan.  Stay tuned/see Pastor Caroline if 
interested in attending! 

                                    ($20 Senior and children 5yrs plus)  

Traditional Home Cooked

Saturday, November 5

continuous servings

only

5:30pm – 7:30pm

at
Rondout Valley United Methodist Church
25 Schoonmaker Ln., Stone Ridge, NY
Complete three course meal

$22.00 prepaid Green Salad
Breads/Butter

Sauerbraten
Kartoffelkloesse

 

Red Cabbage
Apple Sauce

Black Forest Cake
Apfelkuchen

Vanilla Ice Cream
&

Light Beverages

(Potato Dumplings)

Purchase Reservations by Wed., Oct. 26
by calling: 845 687-7071 or 845 687-9061  

(If no answer leave message including name, 
and contact information)  

or reserve by email - ajmhj@hvc.rr.com    or
myantilane@gmail.com 

mail info and check payable to RVUMC:
PO Box 295, Stone Ridge, NY 12484  

Reserve early   
seating is limited!

 

No tickets will be sold at the door

 

We will be opening a new Feed Your 
Faith youth education season with 
our amazing Pancake Breakfast!  
Don’t Miss It!!

We will be honoring our 
First Responders during the Worship Service. Please attend and 
thank them for their service.

ALSO that night will be our first Second Sunday Supper.

Any volunteers to help out with any or all of these?  Call Pastor 
Caroline or Elaine Fiore (687-9061)



visit us at:  www.rvumc.org
(845) 687-9090
(845) 687-4868

CHURCH PHONE:
PASTOR’S HOME:

e-mail for newsletter:    bartok@braxtonh.com
  

Upcoming Calendar Events
 through Christmas

 August 16 - Ad Council meeting 6:30 PM
August 22-26 - Vacation Bible School at the
           Rochester Reformed Church in Accord

September 11 - Feed Your Faith, Christian
Education Classes Begin –
Pancake Breakfast 9:00 AM
September 11 - First Responder’s Service 10AM
September     - Trustee meeting after Church
September 11 - Second Sunday Supper
September 24 – Conductors’ Club of NY 12-5
September 20 - Ad Council meeting 6:30 PM
September 20 - Newsletter articles due
September 25 - Newsletters distributed
 
 October 9  - Second Sunday Supper 5:30
October 16 - Laity Sunday
October 18 - Ad Council meeting 6:30 PM
 
 November 5 - Sauerbraten Dinner 5:30 PM
November    - Trustee meeting after Church
November 8 - Newsletter articles due
November 13 - Newsletter distributed
November 13 - Second Sunday Supper 5:30
November 15 - Ad Council meeting 6:30 PM
November 19 - Cookie Sale Saturday 10-2
November 20 - Thanksgiving Service  TBD
November 27 - First Sunday of Advent
 
December 4 - Second Sunday of Advent
December 16 - Cookie Sale 2-5
December 17 - Cookie Sale 10-2
December 11 - Third Sunday of Advent
December 11 - Second Sunday Supper 5:30
December 20 - Ad Council meeting 6:30 PM
December 17 - Christmas Cantata Community             
                      Performance 2:00 PM at the Church
December 18 - Fourth Sunday of Advent
December 24 - Christmas Eve Candle Light    
                      Service, 7:00 PM (Saturday)
December 25 - Christmas Day (Sunday)
 

Thanks to Arnold Jones
for his message on July 17.

You gave us some very interesting 
historical information.

You also gave us some things
to think about . . .

How will we answer 

“the Call”?



STONE RIDGE
RONDOUT VALLEY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Box 295
Stone Ridge, N. Y. 12484

• Monday, August 22nd-Friday, 
August 26th, 9:00am-1:00pm at 
Rochester Reformed Church.  5142 
Route 209, Accord, NY.

• Ages 4-11.  Older kids welcome as 
helpers.

• Snacks and lunch provided.

• Field trip on Wednesday, August 
24th to Taghkanic State Park for 
swimming and picnic.  
9:00am-4:00pm.

• To sign up, call 845-687-9414 
or visit www.ctkstoneridge.org
 

Vacation Bible School


