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From Our Student Minsters
 Thanks so much for picking up the first copy 
of NEXT--a publication intended to keep you 
well-informed but also encouraged about what 
is happening in the student ministry at Riverland 
Hills. 
 We want to celebrate what God is doing in 
the lives of our students so make sure to read the 
recap of some of our most recent events. You will 
also be encouraged as you read quotes from our 
very own students and testimonies of how God is 
moving in their lives. Finally, check out our feature 
article on the meaning of baptism and our parent 
article on screening movies using IMDB.com. 
These will help equip you to discuss these topics 
with your student.  
 We feel privileged to be a part of such an 
incredible student ministry and to be on the front 
lines of watching students grow in their faith. We 
hope these articles will give a glimpse of what 
God has been doing and what He intends to 
accomplish NEXT!
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Weekly schedule

important dates

Sunday AM
Youth Bible Fellowship...................................................9:00AM
               10:15AM
Worship West..............................................9:00AM & 10:15AM
Worship East.............................................10:15AM & 11:30AM
Sunday PM (resumes in the Fall)
Merge (Middle School)......................................5:30PM-7:00PM
Crave (High School)...........................................5:30PM-7:00PM
Wednesday PM (resumes in the Fall)
D-Groups...........................................................6:30PM-7:30PM

Beach Blast Parent/Student Meeting..................................June 1
Middle School Missions.................................................June 9-14
High School Rafting.....................................................June 12-14 
Vacation Bible School..................................................June 16-20
Middle School Beach Blast...............................................July 6-9
High School Beach Blast.................................................July 9-13
High School Missions.................................................August 8-10
Youth Bible Fellowship Promotion Sunday....................August 17
Middle School Fall Retreat.................................September 2014
High School Fall Retreat.........................................October 2014
High School Ski Trip.................................................January 2015
Middle School Winter Retreat..................................January 2015
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It was so awesome to see 
the middle school girls 
fellowship with each other 
and dig into the bible studies.  
I enjoyed getting to know 
each girl individually and 
hanging out with them. 

-Amelia Syfert

D-Now is the one weekend in 
the year I actually feel close 
to God. 

-Drew Bagwell

D-Now is my favorite retreat 
because I always learn the 
most during bible study.  This 
year I took away the most. I 
always have a blast.

-Rachael Balfour

D-Now is honestly my 
favorite retreat.  It was on 
that retreat that I became a 
Christian.

-Shelby Bagwell

 During Disciple Now, students stay in host 
homes around our community. The homes serve 
as their family for the weekend and they would 
participate in small group Bible studies at each 
home led by amazing college leaders. Caroline 
Bland, who opened up her home to host 7th grade 
girls, spoke about her experience saying, “It truly 
was a blessing to be involved with worship, see 
them dig into God’s word in small groups, and I’m 
so glad I was able to be a part of the weekend.”

 Our youth staff, once again, wrote the Bible 
studies for the weekend so they would intentionally 
prompt our students to dig deeper into scripture. 
Each Bible study was from 2 Corinthians 3, 4, and 
5 and below are the themes and “take home” 
thoughts:

Bible Study 1
He is Greater--You become what you behold 

Bible Study 2 
His Power is Greater than my Weakness--Live to 
display His Glory 

Study 3
Called to Something Greater--Join in His Mission

 There is a certain temptation when you do 
an annual event to claim that the current year is 
the best year ever. In most cases it is mostly hype. 
However, Disciple Now 2014 was; in all honesty, the 
best year yet! 

DISCIPLE 
NOW RECAP

 Loud music, moving lights, haze, teenagers 
snapping photos for Instagram. You might 
think you are at a rock concert, but you are at a 
worship session during Disciple Now 2014. And 
the beauty of the moment sinks in when you 
realize that they are not shouting the name of a 
popular band, but they are lifting up the name of 
Jesus!  One of our parents proudly proclaimed 
about Disciple Now:

 At D-Now, I stood a few rows behind my 
daughter and watched as she worshiped 
through music with her whole heart. Later, 
when I asked both of my teenagers what part 
of D-now they liked best, they both imme-
diately said worship. How often do you hear 
that?

 Our worship leader and praise band came 
from our Worship East Service at RHBC. Modern 
Worship Director, Josh Dry, led the praise 
band, and our times of worship were absolutely 
incredible. One song, Sinking Deep, especially 
fit in with our theme of Greater as we sang 
together, “Your love so deep is washing over 
me, Your face is all I seek, You are my everything. 
Jesus Christ, You are my one desire, Lord hear 
my only cry to know You all my life.”
 Our worship speaker, Jay Hardwick, did a 
great job of diving into the scriptures and apply-
ing them to our students’ lives. Our theme this 
year was Greater and it centered around the idea 

that God is greater than anything. Students were 
impacted as they began to realize how great our 
God is and what a small view of Him we often 
have. Worship was just one part of Disciple Now. 
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 “At D-Now, I stood a few rows behind my 
daughter and watched as she worshiped 

through music with her whole heart. Later, 
when I asked both of my teenagers what part 

of D-now they liked best, they both immediately 
said worship. How often do you hear that?”



 Music is also an 
important element each 
week as our students have 
the opportunity to lift up the 
name of Jesus. Often, you 
will see our students quoting 
lyrics from the songs they 
sing--songs rooted in the 
truths of scripture. You will be 
hard-pressed to find a better 
student praise band than 
the one here at RHBC. This 
provides another opportunity 
for students with musical 
abilities to serve the Lord with 
their gifts--even as a teenager.
 Kristen Boan, a student 
at USC, served as our Student 
Ministry Intern this year and 
took on the role of leading 
the band each week. Blake 
Edwards and Graham Ellis 
serve as our student leaders for 
the band, helping prepare set 
lists and helping run rehearsals. 
Students who participated in 
the praise band every week 
this year were: Kristen Boan 
(guitar/vocals), Graham Ellis 
(bass), Blake Edwards (drums), 
McKenna Best (vocals), 
Rosanna Coutant (vocals), 

Andrew Wright (guitar/keys), 
and Aidan Fallaw (keys). 
 Our high school 
students look forward to 
Crave every week and we 
have had a very successful 
year. We feel incredibly 
grateful to be able to gather 
weekly as a “family” to 
worship, learn more about 
Jesus, pray, and have fun 
together!

 Crave is a worship 
service, but it is designed with 
high school students in mind. 
Each Sunday from 5:30-7:00pm 
students gather together for 
food, powerful worship led by 
our student praise band, and to 
hear from God’s Word. If Merge 
(middle school) is where we lay 
the foundation of students’ faith, 
Crave is designed to build on 
that foundation by challenging 
students to live out the truths 
of the Gospel. Our call to the 
students of this generation is to 
rebel against the low expectations 
placed upon teenagers in our 
culture. They can dig deep into 
the truths of the Bible, they can 
set an example for all believers, 
and they can be missionaries on 
their campuses!
 Crave also provides a 
setting where students can 
connect and catch up with 
friends. We play games and mix 
up other activities each week 
to keep students engaged and 
to build an environment that is 
welcoming. From an Oscars night 
where students submit their own 
videos, to a Night of Worship, 
to our incredible Tacky Sweater 
Christmas Party, you never know 
what we might do each week! 
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I love that above all else, 
Crave is Christ-centered! 

We play games and 
have fun but it’s evident 
that Jesus is the reason 

we meet each week! 
-McKenna Best

Worshipping with your 
friends is great. Reading 

scripture together is 
awesome. Having Crave 
before Monday is a great 

way to start the week. 
-Lucas White.Merge is a great place. I can start my 

week playing games, eating food, and 
learning about God.  
    -Trey Haselden

It is a time where I get to be with my 
closest friends and at the same time 
grow in my relationship with God.  
   -Morgan Franklin

Merge allows me to come together 
with other middle schoolers within the 
church. 
   -Samuel Leslie
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On any given Sunday night during the Spring and Fall semester, you will find the students of 
Riverland Hills coming together for Crave and Merge. While there are some similarities between the 
two, each one has a specific target they are aiming for.

Merge is geared specifically for our 
middle school students. Each week they come 
together to play some crazy games, watch some very 
funny videos, and hear teaching that applies to them. 
Everything we do at Merge is designed to 
1) Connect students with each other 
2) Connect students with Jesus
 Middle school is where students really start 
defining their own beliefs and make them their own. 
Merge helps students make these decisions in a way 
that is fun and engaging.
 
         

 Merge began in August 2012 when 
we felt the need to change our approach to 
middle school students. Merge has allowed 
us to become more dynamic in our approach 
to both middle and high school students, 
providing each group with it’s own unique 
identity. The 2013-2014 semesters were 
very strong. We covered topics like how to 
interact and engage with social media in a 
God honoring way, how to honor our parents 
as a middle school student, an extended 
look at God’s promises to us, and how we 
can share our story with others about what 
Jesus has done in our lives.
            I am excited and encouraged about 
how God is using Merge in the lives of our 
middle school students at RHBC. While this 
past year has been a great one, I know that 
the best is still in front of us and look forward 
to what God is going to do in the future.

Sunday Nights 



 The word “baptism” literally means “To 
dip under or place under” water. That is why we 
practice baptism by immersion (going under the 
water) because that is what the word means and 
what is exemplified by scripture. One form of the 
word has been commonly used to describe the 
process in which someone would dip cloth in a dye 
in order to transform its appearance. Just as the cloth 
would be transformed, baptism represents a great 
transformation that has taken place in our own lives.
 When you think of baptism, think of it as a 
symbol or as a drama. You are “acting out” what 
has already taken place as a result of your faith in 
Christ. When you are baptized you are acting out five 
incredible truths.

WASHING: In baptism, I am proclaiming that through Je-
sus’ death on the cross my past, present, and future sins 
have been washed away. I am forgiven and free.            
 
KING: In baptism, I am proclaiming that Jesus Christ is 
King of my life. I am doing what He says I am to do.
 
BURIAL: In baptism, I am proclaiming my own death—
that I have died to my sins and choosing to for myself. My 
old life and have been buried just as Christ was.
 
RESURRECTION: In baptism, I am proclaiming that just 
as Christ was raised from death to life, I have been given 
new life and am a new creation in Him. My entire per-
spective, values, and affections are being transformed as 
a result of the Holy Spirit’s work in my life.
 
UNION: In baptism, I am proclaiming that I am united 
with Jesus Christ in His death and resurrection and with 
fellow believers in the body of Christ, the Church.

 What a joy and privilege it is in 
our student ministry to watch the dra-
ma of baptism unfold in our students’ 
lives as they identify themselves and 
demonstrate to everyone around them 
their faith in Jesus! If you would like to 
know more about what baptism means 
please set up a time to speak with any 
of the student ministry staff and we 
would love to walk with you through 
the process. Every year there are many 
opportunities for a student to be bap-
tized including Riverland Hills’ weekly 
worship services, youth retreats, and 
our annual Baptism Service at the Lake.
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The 
Drama 
of
Baptism

Baptism is the first act of obedience for a follower of 
Christ and a way of identifying ourselves and showing 

the world around us our faith in Him.
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www.imdb.com

 My goal is to help you make the 
best decision for you and your student. My 
suggestion would be that if your student 
wants to see a movie that has far too much 
questionable material, let them know why 
you feel it is wrong for them to go see it. 
Be open and honest with them. This will go 
a long way.
 If it’s a movie that is borderline. Go 
see it together and then debrief when 
you’re done. This will provide a way to 
have conversations about limits and 
reasoning for not seeing certain kinds of 
movies.
 I take advantage of this site all the 
time and know that as my children get 
older, it will help me to make the best 
decisions I can.

 One of the best features is called Par-
ents Guide: View content advisory

This feature breaks the movie or TV show 
into 5 categories:
Sex & Nudity 
Violence & Gore 
Profanity 
Alcohol/Drugs/Smoking 
Frightening/Intense Scenes

 These categories are given a 1 to 10 
rating for how little or how much the movie 
contains. Within each category you will also 
get a description of why that category got 
the number rating it did.
 All of the screenshots for this post are 
for the recent movie Divergent. You can get 
this information on any movie by going to 
imdb.com and searching by movie title.
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know what your student will be exposed to 
BEFORE you let them go see the movie?
 The traditional way was to go see the 
movie yourself then make the judgment. 
You may still want to do this, but there is 
another resource we would like to make 
you aware of. 
 There is a great website found at 
www.imdb.com that will give you all the 
details on any movie in question. You will 
find plot,  a lists of actors, ratings, and even 
help you finding show times in our area.

 My (Zakk) son is currently 5 years old 
and he is starting to become more aware 
of movies that are coming to or already in 
the theaters. He sees the trailers and gets 
excited about what he sees. Now most of 
the trailers are for movies that are too old 
for him, but some like the Lego movie, are 
something he might enjoy.
 What you are facing as the parent of 
a teenager is something so much greater 
than my current struggle in this area. With 
all the movies coming out, how can you  
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high SchoolMiddle School

6.4   Kick Off
6.18  Frankie’s
6.25  Movie Night

7.2   Cookout 
7.16  Ice Night
7.23  Pool Party
7.30  HiWire Lock-in
 
8.6   Theme Night 
8.13  No Activity
8.20  D-Groups Begin

6.4   Color War 
6.18  VBS After Party
6.20  Pool Party

7.2   Cookout
7.16  Beach Blast Recap
7.23  Movie Night 
7.30  HiWire Lock-in

8.6   Missions Kick-off 
8.13  No Activity
8.20  D-Groups Begin

Check out our website for locations/times of each event.
www.rhbcyouth.orgSU
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changing decisions in my faith. 
 My story continues on even now as I watch 
students develop friendships and grow in their 
faith every summer when we travel to Garden 
City Chapel for Beach Blast. My story is why, in 
the midst of sports schedules and travel plans this 
summer, it is absolutely essential to make Beach 
Blast a priority.  
 We plan Beach Blast each year with the 
question in my mind, “How can we connect 
students with Jesus over this week of camp and 
help build friendships?” Through recreation, 
games, free time on the beach, and off-site 
activities we create an environment where students 
build friendships. Through small group bible 
studies, dynamic worship, and gospel-centered 
teaching we challenge them in their faith like never 
before.

Beach blast is a place that had 
a huge impact on my faith .
  -anna maria gardiner

For me personally, beach  blast 
has always been a retreat for 
spiritual growth and creating 
new relationshps with fellow 
believers.
  -Jared Delk

I  became a christian during my 
first beach blast. 
  -Graham Ellis

MY FAVORITE PART OF BEACH BLAST 
IS BEING ABLE TO FELLOWSHIP WITH 
MY FRIENDS AND FAMILY DURING 
SPORTS SUCH AS VOLLEYBALL.
  -ADAM DANIEL

1514

 The first time I (Bart) walked onto the 
campus of Garden City Chapel and Retreat Center 
was as a 7th grade student. I was intimidated but 
excited about the opportunity to be away from 
home. I did not know the people who were going 
very well but my parents convinced me to go 
anyway. 
 I quickly discovered that I could trust God to 
help me even when I am out of my comfort zone. 
Over the next few days, I would begin to develop 
friendships as we ate together in the SeaShack, 
played basketball, and swam in the ocean. I would 
also be challenged like never before in my walk 
with Christ as I put everything aside to pursue Him.
 Over the years of going to Garden City 
every summer with my youth ministry, I had built 
relationships with guys who would be my closest 
friends over the next decade of my life--guys who 
would be my groomsmen in my wedding. It was 
also the time when I made some of the most life-

Beach 
blast
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Unbelieving World. They will talk about what it 
means to be part of the body of Christ and then 
put that into action each day at their ministry site. 
The Bible studies combined with the ministry 
sites will help students understand how God uses 
the church to bring the message of Jesus to the 
world.
 I cannot wait, to once again, be sitting 
in a classroom every night listening to students 
share what God is doing in their lives as a part of 
M-fuge 2014. It is going to be life-changing!

 This year, as we prep for an international 
mission trip in the summer of 2015, our 
rafting trip will allow us an opportunity to talk 
about missions (the focus of rafting trip) in 
order to prepare for this summer and next. 
 We will put what we learn at Rafting Trip 
into practice the weekend of August 8-10th, 
our HS Missions Weekend here in town! That 
weekend we will go “on mission” at home 
and serve our local community. Every year, we 
travel to different cities for missions and grow 
to love the people of those communities-
-we are excited this summer to have an 
opportunity to love the people of our own 
town!
 Students will have an opportunity over 
this weekend to serve in a variety of ways;. 
from construction, to children’s ministry, to 
sports ministry, you will have a chance to use 
whatever gifts/talents you have been given.
 You will find registration information 
starting June 20th on our youth website. 
We are looking forward to this incredible 
opportunity!

Mark your calendars for the weekend of August 8-10th and look for 
registration at rhbcyouth.org starting June 20th.

 With M-fuge, our middle school mission 
trip, right around the corner I can’t help but 
think back to last year. Every night of the trip, 
thirty-five of us sat in a classroom sharing what 
we saw God do. Students and adults shared 
stories from their ministry sites and each one 
was a testimony that God was doing something 
powerful. He was drawing students closer to 
Himself as they would go through Bible study, 
worship, and work on their ministry sites.
 After countless mission trips, as a student 
and as a student pastor, M-fuge last year was 
one of the best--that is why I can’t wait for this 
next year! 
 M-fuge is a missions camp that is hosted 
by college campuses around the Southeast. 
Students serve in a variety of ministry areas like 
sports camps, painting, construction, clothing 
closets, and food pantries. Students get to 
choose the area they would like to serve in so 
that each one has a unique experience every 
year. Students also participate in Bible study 
every morning with students from our church as 
well as other churches.
 This year we will be heading to North 
Greenville University in Greenville, SC. Our 
theme is BE: Living as the Body of Christ in an

MS MIssions

16

HS MIssions
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Protecting 
your kids from 

burning out By 
Jim Burns
Executive Director of 

Homeword center

18

 The pace of life in today’s culture is 
hectic. It’s tough enough for adults to maintain 
balance. Unfortunately, the danger of kids 
overdoing it is greater. A rising number of kids 
are “burning out” because they are simply too 
busy. Generally, kids love to be involved in 
activities. But how much is too much?
 Wise parents need to be proactive in 
overseeing their kids’ activities, in order to 
help them learn how to make good decisions 
and to live balanced lives. Parents should walk 
alongside them, helping them get involved, 
while avoiding over commitment.

 Here are some ideas for helping kids 
maintain balance in this area.
  Evaluate your child’s schedule. How busy 
is your kid now? School, homework, athletics, 
hobbies, and church activities all add up to a 
significant amount of your child’s time.
 Consider what activities can be eliminated. 
If your children are already living busy lives, 
and they are motivated to take on even more, 
help them figure out what current activities and 
involvements can be cut back. 
 Teach the lesson that no one can do 
everything. There are many involvements and 
activities worthy of commitment. Help your 
kids learn that there is such a thing as being 
overcommitted—even to worthy causes.
 Help kids to evaluate potential new 
activities. Teach them to evaluate whether new 
activities will help them grow as a person, how 
it might affect relationships with their family and 
friends, and to consider potential positive and 
negative outcomes from their involvement.
 Watch for signs of stress. Keep an eye on 
your kids for emerging signs of stress and if you 
see a pattern of stress emerging, help your son 
or daughter evaluate the source. If busyness is 
causing stress, it’s time to cut back.
 Leave room for other necessities. A healthy 
life requires balance and eating the right foods, 
finding time for relaxation, regular exercise, and 
getting a good night’s sleep are all necessary for 
kids to avoid “burning out.”

 It’s back! We will be heading to Whitewa-
ter Express Camp in Ducktown, Tennessee to dig 
into scripture and raft the Ocoee River. Included 
in the price of our trip, you will have the choice to 
do paintball or go horseback riding. Camp also 
has a lake to swim in, a disc golf course, and a 
giant slip-n-slide! You don’t want to miss this trip!

 Why bring rafting trip back this summer? 
What about summer missions?
 We are excited to fit rafting trip into our 
schedule this summer as it is an incredible trip 
but one we aren’t able to do every year. We have 
been looking for the right time to bring it back 
for a year because this trip allows for a laid back, 
fun environment for students to build relation-
ships and focus on their faith. 

 This year, as we prep for an international 
mission trip in the summer of 2015, rafting trip 
will allow us an opportunity to talk about mis-
sions (the focus of this retreat) to prepare for this 
summer and next. We will put what we learn into 
practice the weekend of August 8-10th, our HS 
Missions Weekend here in town! That weekend 
we will go “on mission” here in town and serve 
our local community. Every year, we travel to 
different cities for missions and grow to love the 
people of those communities.  We are excited 
this summer to have an opportunity to love the 
people of our town!

When: June 12-14, 2014
Who: High School Students

(completed 9th-12th grades)
Where: Ocoee, Tennessee

Cost: $125 
(Deposit of $75 due NOW)

HS Rafting 
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