Our First One Hundred Years
For over twenty-five years, the Disciples of Christ attempted to plant a church in Reidsville, NC. Near the close of 1886,
J.P. Hawley, a minister from Lodi, VA came and preached five sermons in the opera house in Reidsville. In 1902, Ben H.
Melton, State Secretary of the Disciples of Christ reported that a “strong appeal came to our Board urging that we
undertake the establishment of a church in the important town of Reidsville.” Six years later, in September 1908, W.
Graham Walker, assisted by his singer, J.D. Bowles, came to evangelize Reidsville. He wrote that “some splendid
foundation work was done in this meeting by Mrs. [Frank R.] Penn and Mrs. [S.A.] Ferguson, but no organization was
formed at this time.”
In the early summer of 1912, Carl L. Organ, an evangelist from Iowa, held a revival with 396 additions at Spray, where
John H. LeGrand was pastor. LeGrand arranged through Mrs. Penn and Mrs. Ferguson for Organ to hold the Reidsville
meeting in June, 1912. Writing from Reidsville on July 1, 1912, Organ reported:
“We closed here last night. For four long weeks we conducted
Gospel meetings in a rented hall. The hall was upstairs, poorly
ventilated, but night after night it was packed and on several
occasions many were turned away. At the beginning, only four
scattered Disciples gave us any encouragement… Our records
show 156 all told in this month’s campaign… Thousands of
people witnessed the great baptizing service in the mill lake…”
Although it is impossible to name all of the people and events that
have shaped our first one hundred years, here are just a few of the
highlights:
1912

Henry F. Bulger, a Johnson Bible College student who helped with the original meetings, becomes
the first minister.

1914

After meeting for two years in multiple locations, including the old town hall on Market St. and a
Primitive Baptist Church on S. Scales St. (where they were asked to leave because they were using
an organ), it becomes evident that a church building is necessary. A lot on the corner of Carter and
North Scales Street is purchased through the help of Jefferson Penn. A large tent and folding chairs
are used for assemblies until the building project is completed.

1917

Henry C. Mayhew, a student at Elon College, becomes the
church’s second minister. He wins the love and fellowship of
the community through service, especially ministering
bravely to the flu stricken families in 1917.

1921

The sanctuary interior is completed and furnished. The
building is dedicated, debt-free, on April 22, 1923.

1923

Harvey B. Worley is hired as the church’s third minister.
During his four-year ministry, the church becomes selfsupporting and financial help from the State Board is ended.

1928

After several months without a minister, the church calls J.A. Taylor, who begins a nine-year
ministry in which the church grows more rapidly than at any previous time, growing from a
membership of 60 to 165. The parsonage on N. Scales St. and the “Men’s Hut” are also built during
this time.

1938

Roy O. Respess is called to be the church’s fifth minister. During his
six-year ministry, the church continues to increase in membership and
community interest. The stone education building is built and paid for
and the church sanctuary is renovated and modernized.

1943

Duke C. Jones comes to serve the church as her sixth minister.
Although he has served as an evangelist for years, Reidsville is his first
local pastorate. Records for Sunday School enrollment are reached
during his first year and church membership grows to over 325 by the
end of his thirteen-year ministry.

1945

On January 7, the church sanctuary catches fire and burns to the
ground. The church will continue to meet and hold services in the
stone education building while the new facility is being built.

1952

The first service in the new sanctuary is held on April 13, Easter
Sunday. The formal dedication on May 4 includes former ministers
Worley, Taylor, and Respess.

1956

Jack Anderson becomes the seventh minister. He had previously
preached in revival services at the church, including services held the
week after the new facility’s dedication.

1963

Lewis S. Styons is called to be the church’s eighth minister. During his
eleven-year ministry, the church develops a deeper understanding of
the Restoration Movement and her place in it.

1968

On July 21, the church votes to remove her name from the Disciples of
Christ “Year Book,” thus becoming an independent congregation.

1975

Robert T. Forrester becomes the congregation’s ninth minister. His
nineteen-year ministry, the longest of any other minister during the
church’s first century, culminates in his vision and leadership for the
church to purchase 13.7 acres on South Park Drive in 1992.

1991

The church officially changes her name from North Scales Street
Church of Christ to Reidsville Christian Church to more clearly
identify her position in the Restoration Movement.

1994

Shannon L. Newsome, who came to Reidsville in 1989 as Youth
Minister, becomes the church’s tenth minister following Bob
Forrester’s retirement.

1996

Through the “Deacon’s Challenge,” the debt for the South Park Dr.
land is paid by April and a “note burning” service is held on the new
lot on July 21.

2000

A second worship service at 8:30 AM begins on October 1 with an
attendance of 70 (138 at 11 AM).

2003

The church votes with 99% approval to relocate to South Park Drive.

2004

Ground is broken on February 1 and the church holds her first service
in the new facility on November 21.

2010

To meet the space needs of a growing church, the facilities are
expanded with the addition of an 8,500 square feet education and
fellowship wing.

2012

A record attendance crowd of 613 worships on Easter Sunday!

Through the years, Reidsville Christian Church has been so richly blessed by God. He has been incredibly good to us!
We are confident that He will continue to open doors of exciting opportunity and ministry if we continue to be faithful
and obedient to His will. To Him be all the glory and praise!
Former Song Leaders, Choir Directors, Associate, Music, Worship, Youth and Children’s Ministers:
Gordon Knowles (late 1940’s–mid 60’s)
Grant Koontz (1964)
Hoyt Johnson (1965-67)
T. Wade & Jenny** Bunting (1969-71)
Larry Zumwalt (1971-73)
Ron Maurer (1973-74)
Mark Fessler (1974-78)
Richard Clark (1979-86)

Vivian Forrester (1986)**
Tim Bass (1986-88)
Tom** & Joyce Lawson (1988-94)
Shannon Newsome (1989-94)
Pat Ivey (1994-2000)**
Pat Sechrest (1994-2000)**
Butch Scott (1996-2001)
Chris Myers (2000-03)

Jeff Fessler (2000-07)
Brent Green (2001-03)
Darryl West (2003-04)
Travis Hostetter (2005-06)
Buddy Reed (2007-08)
Rick Robie (2007-10)
** Volunteer

Our Former Ministers

Henry F. Bulger
1912 ~ 1916

Henry C. Mayhew
1917 ~ 1922

Harvey B. Worley
1923 ~ 1927

J.A. Taylor
1928 ~ 1937

Roy O. Respess
1937 ~ 1943

Duke C. Jones
1943 ~ 1956

Jack Anderson
1956 ~ 1963

Lewis S. Styons
1963 ~ 1974

Robert T. Forrester
1975 ~ 1994

1921 ~ 1945

1952 ~ 2004

2004 ~ Present
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