
Niagara Falls, Ontario
Q&A With Pastor Richard Bultje 

1) How did you initially begin your work to reach the 
Niagara Falls community?
First, I drove around the city to get familiar with the places 
and people.  While doing this l was praying for the people, for 
witnessing opportunities, for the ability to bring the gospel 
clearly, and for a deep love for them.   I also sought out places 
where people were congregating in the city: coffee shops, 
the mall and restaurants.  I then started hanging out at these 
places trying to engage in conversation while praying for 
openings to talk of the hope we have in Christ.   I also started 
to meet with people from the supporting churches in the area 
to explain the vision and goal of the church and to encourage 
people to take part. 

2) What are some of the activities that you are presently 
involved with?
We have a weekly open house and a monthly community 
dinner so that those we have contact with can come and  bring 
friends and family.  In this way we provide a non-threatening 
environment where people can be themselves, where we can 
get to know each other, and where I give a brief presentation 
of the gospel.  I also visit a number of people in their homes 
and at coffee shops to strengthen relationships and bring 
the Word of God to them in a more personal way.  We have 
a service day a number of times a year in which we go into 
the community and clean the streets of garbage. These times 

of service allow us to explain why we are doing this and the 
hope we have in Christ. 

3)  What have been some of the challenges in your work?
Probably the biggest challenge is discipling the new people 
who come.  Because they come from different backgrounds 
and abilities, it is hard to teach them together.  Often, it takes 
a lot of one on one.  This causes another challenge of time 
management - between preparing messages for Sunday, 
discipling those who attend regularly, and having time for 
making new contacts.  I hope to get help by involving the 
core group in the start of small groups.  These would meet 
regularly in a social setting that emphasizes studying the 
Bible and prayer.  We hope the small groups will allow us 
to grow together in our faith while at the same time help 
newcomers to be discipled.

4)  How has your family been involved in the ministry?
My wife, Yukyung, has been a great help.  I do not think I would 
be able to handle many of my responsibilities without her help.  
She leads the Ladies Bible study, has been instrumental in 
organizing many of the outreach activities, and volunteers at 
local non-profit organizations to help us get to know people.  
Our children also often go with us when we visit families, 
especially those with children.  We often have people over to 
our home for meals and social times.  Although this makes 
life busy, it is a blessing being involved in the work as a family.  
Being a family that together sees the importance of serving 
Christ and His Kingdom in a sacrificial way is a great blessing 
to me and the work.

5)  What do you love about your work?
I would say my greatest love in this work is seeing people’s 
lives change as the Word of God touches their lives and 
hearts.  To discuss with people who are new to the faith and 
see their excitement in learning God’s Word and their joy in 
serving the Lord is a wonderful blessing.

Rev. Richard Bultje is called by Wellandport URC and is 
planting a church in Niagara Falls, Ontario.  He has been 
serving there since 2013.
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“Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations...”  Matt. 28:19



Milan, Italy
Rev. Andrea Ferrari is a church-planting missionary in Milan, 
Italy and sent by Christ URC in Santee, CA.  Milan is in northern 
Italy and has  a population of  1.3 million people.  He has been 
labouring under the auspices of the URCNA since 2010.
 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in the Lord,

Writing for the first time for The Trumpet, it seems proper 
that I introduce myself, my family, and the  ‘Chiesa 
Riformata Filadelfia’ to the readers. 

I have been married to my wife Cristina for 23 years. We 
have two sons: Simone, who graduated from university in 
History, and Daniele, who has just finished high school.  It 
has not been easy to guide our sons through their teen-
age years, but we are very grateful for God’s care and help. 
Our young people have had a difficult time growing up in a 
small Reformed church, not having opportunities of 
fellowship with others of like-minded churches. 
Apart from our struggles as Christian parents, 
these have not been easy years. Cristina’s 
parents both recently died after years of 
serious sicknesses. Also my Dad , who was 
the first deacon of our church, died in 2011. 
Cristina too began to have some physical 
ailments due especially to fibromyalgia. We are 
grateful that our relationship has been preserved thus 
far and by God’s grace we continue to rejoice in each other.

As for myself, I would like to give you an idea of my labours 
in preaching, teaching and pastoral care. I am used to 
preaching two sermons every Lord’s Day and typically they 
are expository sermons.   Right now I am preaching through 
Isaiah (I finished chapter 39), and I Peter, and I have begun 
a series on The Seven Penitential Psalms. In our Sunday 
school, I have expounded the Heidelberg Catechism to the 

children and have been teaching the adults from the Belgic 
Confession. From time to time I devote some Sunday School 
lessons to specific topics such as the recent Stewardship 
and the Economic Crisis. In the past, we also devoted our 
Thursday evening meetings – that normally are prayer 
meetings – to study theological subjects such as covenant 
theology or Reformed liturgy. I also regularly visit each 
family and single member in the church.  Thankfully our 
Consistory and Council have been consistent in meeting 
regularly, even though we need to improve our application 
of the Church Order with more wisdom. 

Right now we have 48 church members, six of 
which are Chinese, one Nigerian and one Irish. 
Among our youth, 14 yet need to make a public 
profession of faith. As for the growth of the 
congregation, in 12 years the membership of 
the church has increased 150%. We are also 

encouraged by the increase in understanding 
of what we believe and why we believe. We have 

witnessed much growth in the application of Reformed 
theology, even though – as you know – people have 
various difficulties and temptations in their lives.   The 
practice of godly marriages, raising kids, family worship, 
and faithful, consistent commitment to the life of the 
church is not always easy, especially in a secularized 
and de-personalized urban area such as Milan.  Another 
encouraging development is that we have been contacted 
in the last few months by two groups of people from two 
important cities: Turin and Perugia. We hope that in the 
future these contacts may develop in an effort to plant new 
reformed churches.

We deeply desire your prayers on our behalf.

Those of Italy greet you (Hebrews 13:24).

Yours in the bonds of grace,
Andrea Ferrari.
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Contact us at:  urcnamissions@gmail.com


