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Comayagua, Honduras 
Q & A with Rev. Ernie Langedoen

1) Having served as a missionary for over twenty-five years 
in Honduras, what changes have you seen in the country 
over this time?
Honduras was a much poorer country when we first started, 
but still a traditional Latin America culture - especially in 
southern Honduras where we lived.  It was somewhat peaceful 
despite the civil wars in both Nicaragua and El Salvador.  
That culture has quickly changed in recent years, especially 
with the growth of the drug trade. The country has become 
tremendously violent and unsettled.  

2)  What is the state of the evangelical church in Honduras, 
and how has it affected your ministry?
The Evangelical Church started over 120 years ago, and was 
mostly Baptistic.  Evangelical and Reformed Churches also 
planted churches, mostly along the North coast of Honduras. 
Around the 1960’s Pentecostalism became more prominent, 
influencing both the Baptist and Reformed churches.  Today 
most churches are characterized by the health and wealth 
gospel and charismatic worship.  Almost all of the Reformed 
churches are in name only—there is very little knowledge of 
the Reformed faith.   The general perception of the Evangelical 
church is that of being “loud” and being in love with money.  
This has made most people resistant to the gospel ministry, 
associating it with all other ministries out there.

3)  What have been the biggest challenges for you as you 
seek to reach Comayagua with the Gospel?
The utter lack of any desire to know more than what people 
already know.  While many people may consider themselves 
Christians, very few are interested in studying doctrine.  Too 
many are more satisfied with the lives they are living than 
being transformed unto true faith and righteous living by the 
power of the gospel.   Sexual immorality is rampant and people 
so easily slip back into old patterns of living.  Our work has 
been especially difficult because there are no other orthodox 
Reformed missionaries, nor have we been able to establish any 
sort of spiritual relationship with another Evangelical church.   

4)  Could you share a story of someone in your ministry 
whose heart and life has been touched by the gospel?
One of the leaders in our church, Orlando Sierra, became a 
Christian after reading a Gideon N.T. when he was in his early 
twenties, and the gospel changed his heart.  He became a 
lay pastor for a Pentecostal church, and worked steadily and 
faithfully for 33 years.  But over time he became dissatisfied 
with the teaching of the Pentecostal church, and stopped 
teaching certain aspects of it because he felt they were not 
Biblical.  When he encountered the Reformed faith, it was 
an awakening to an understanding of the Bible that he had 
yearned for, and which he would come to embrace with a 
fervor that has since deepened his love for his Lord and His 
Word.  It has been a joy to work with Orlando for the last 10 
years of our ministry.

5)  What has been the biggest blessing for you and your 
family in serving as foreign missionaries?
The biggest blessing is sharing the gospel.  We serve such a 
great and glorious God, and we are such unworthy creatures, 
and yet He has loved us and used us to bring together a 
struggling group of people who desire to serve their Lord 
better!    When I see how broken lives can be, and how rich and 
full is the life of a true Christian, I long not only to live better, 
but to be able to lead others to that stream of living water, that 
they too make take and drink and live forever.

Ernie and Betsy Langedoen are sent by Immanuel URC in 
Jordan, ON.   They can be contacted at ernestlangen@yahoo.com
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Sioux Falls, South Dakota
Rev. Spencer Aalsburg is the church-planting pastor at Sioux 
Falls URC, a church plant of nearby Hills URC.  He and his wife, 
Julia, have four children, and have witnessed the church plant 
continue to grow—by God’s grace—in maturity and numbers. 
 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in the Lord,

While situated in the tri-state area—near one of the largest 
Dutch enclaves in the US (Northwestern Iowa)—the 
congregation of Sioux Falls URC come from a diversity of 
backgrounds.  And over the years we marvel at our God 
bringing together a people with different histories and 
experiences to worship Him and share life together.  

A key verse for us has been Acts 2:42, which we summarize 
as doctrine, community, and worship.  Indeed, we’ve been 
blessed in our devotion to a vibrant teaching ministry, a 
deep community, and the glories of corporate worship. 

We have seen God work in attracting people to various 
studies, which have served to build up the body and draw 
others into fellowship.  A weekly men’s group currently 
studies Proverbs.  The ladies continue to study James and 
enjoy deepening the bonds of womanhood.  On Sunday 
morning we hold a discussion-based family catechism 
class, which looks at the Belgic Confession and shorter 
topical studies. SFURC also holds an ongoing monthly 
marriage study, where married couples join to discuss the 
joys and struggles of marriage.  

We’ve been blessed to see saints enjoy time together, not 
only at corporate worship and studies, but also at other 
informal gatherings. There’s a monthly pizza & movie 
night geared toward all ages.  When summer appears, we 
go outside for a picnic and sand volleyball.  These events 
provide another opportunity to manifest the communion of 
saints and to bring friends from the community, as well.  
We have a monthly fellowship night, where we consider a 
given topic, eat together, and play topic-themed games.  
Over the past year, a significant topic of conversation has 
been children!  At the end of 2013 we saw the births of 
three covenant children.  In 2014, we enjoyed welcoming 
nine children.  And for 2015, we’re planning on greeting 
another three.  And these additions come in the context of 
60-70 attendees for Sunday worship. The Lord has blessed 
us with many plants and pillars! (Cf. Ps. 144)

Lord’s Day worship is the highlight of our weeks and lives, 
as we gather on Sundays.  This past year we’ve heard from 
God’s Word in the Psalms and learned afresh how corporate 
worship shapes life on the other six days of the week.  
We’ve sought to uphold the sanctity of corporate worship 
over the years by hosting an annual conference dedicated  

 to some aspect of worship—this year’s was forgiveness in 
worship.  Annually, we also host a community Christmas 
Sing, a Reformation Day celebration, an outreach booth 
at the local fair, and a VBS in connection with Reformed 
Mission Services.

A significant milestone this year was the ordination of a 
second elder and deacon from our number, and now our 
local leadership totals two elders, two deacons, and one 
minister.  We’ve begun the process with Hills URC for 
planning organization.  Thus, our prayer requests include 
wisdom and provision for all the details and decisions that 
this progression requires.  In addition to the many praises 
listed above, other prayer matters include thanking our 
God for continuing to bring new visitors—praying they’d be 
enfolded; thanking Him for the unity and joy in the body—
asking Him to preserve and protect us; and thanking Him for 
prayerful and financial provision through sister churches.  
Also, please remember my family as we strive to be faithful 
to our callings and fruitful in our labors.  

We extend a hearty “Thank You” to the churches of the 
federation for their prayerful and financial support.  May 
Christ’s name be magnified and His people sing for joy in 
Sioux Falls and to the ends of the earth. 

Rev. Spencer & Julia Aalsburg

Email: saalsburg@sfurc.org   Website: www.sfurc.org 
Inquiries regarding support: jmskts@gmail.com
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Please pray for: 

1) Missions Committee meeting June 3 & 4,  
 2015 in Escondido, CA.

2)  Travel of Missions Coordinator in June to CA  
 and Washington D.C

Contact us at:  urcnamissions@gmail.com


