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Cincinnati, OH
Rev. Zac and KC Wyse

Every mission work has a different story, involving different people 
and circumstances.  Our own story originates in the many Spirit-

prompted prayers that were offered in years past, prayers that God 
would establish a faithful, Reformed church in Cincinnati’s Westside.  
In God’s timing, He chose to begin answering those prayers in the 
fall of 2012, when a group of Reformed believers in the Westside 
met to discuss planting a URC congregation.  One of them was 
Zac Wyse, who is now our pastor.  He had just finished a church 
planting internship in Washington, D.C. and was about to return for 
his final year of seminary.  Through subsequent, exploratory Bible 
studies, God put us in touch with more interested parties in the area.  
Zeltenreich Reformed Church (New Holland, PA), having overseen 
Zac’s summer internship and being familiar with church planting, 
decided to begin the work of planting Westside Reformed Church in 
the summer of 2013.

We are now in our third year of existence.  Since we come from a 
variety of backgrounds, only three of us growing up Dutch Reformed, 
we are all learning together what it means to be a Reformed 
church.  Many aspects of this tradition are quite new for most of us: 
catechizing our children, elder visits, using a formal liturgy, singing 
psalms, valuing and teaching confessional documents, etc.  But 
God has been gracious through it all; by His gospel, He has united 
us in love while we learn to appreciate these new practices.  We are 
grateful that He has provided numerical growth, spiritual growth, and 
a growing fondness for our tradition.

Cincinnati has its idiosyncrasies, like any city, but the Westside is 
particularly known for being filled with Roman Catholics, who are very 
committed to their cultural heritage.  Further, the word “Reformed” is 
completely foreign here.  The city’s lone CRC congregation closed 
its doors a few years back and the German Reformed churches 
abandoned the name when they became liberal long ago.  As a result, 
the common person is more likely to associate “Reformed” with a 
strand of Judaism than Christianity.

Alongside efforts 
to personally invite 
people to church, we 
are constantly trying 
new ways to inform 
and engage those 
around us.  

We occasionally hold 
worship services at 
a different location 
to become more 
accessible to a 
different population.  
We hold an annual 
conference with the 

city’s OPC congregation.  This year, Dr. Kim Riddlebarger will join us 
and speak about “Understanding the End Times”.  We host a small VBS 
program in backyards and invite the neighborhood to attend.  Summer 
festivals are commonplace, so we rent out booths and hand out WRC 
tote bags and balloons, inviting people to tell us where they find their 
comfort.  We’ve sent out mailers, put ads in newspapers, advertised 
heavily on the internet, and held various Bible studies.  Through all these 
methods, we are constantly reminded that it is only God who gives the 
growth (1 Cor. 3:7).

Please, join us in praying that God would continue to grow this church 
in Cincinnati and that it would organize and become the first of many 
in the Ohio River Valley.

Rev. Zac Wyse can be reached at: zacharywyse@gmail.com
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“If anyone thirsts, let him come to me and drink.” John 7:37 APRIL 2016

And when the Gentiles heard this, they began rejoicing and glorifying the word of the Lord, and as many as were 
appointed to eternal life believed. And the word of the Lord was spreading throughout the whole region.  

Acts 13: 48, 49



Big Springs, CA
Rev. Nollie Malabuyo

Big Springs Community Church (BSCC) started in the early 
1990s with a group of families in Big Springs, Montague, 

California committed to the Reformed faith. A few years 
later, they were then taken under the care of the Christian 
Reformed Churches. For a time in the early 2000s, the church 
did not have a pastor, and was considering closing its door. 
However, the Lord was merciful to the congregation. In 2005, 
Rev. Bernie Van Ee was called by then Trinity CRC in Visalia, 
CA (now Trinity URC) to the ministry at BSCC. He served at 
BSCC until he retired in January 2015.

From Rev. Van Ee’s retirement till June 2015, BSCC’s pulpit 
was filled by several Reformed and Presbyterian ministers. 
In June 2015, after my wife Evelyn and I came back from a 
four-month ministry in the Philippines, I accepted BSCC’s 
invitation to serve as minister for an indefinite period.

Trinity URC still oversees the work here at Big Springs. A 
week each summer, a group of young people from Trinity 
URC comes to conduct Vacation Bible School at BSCC. The 
VBS is well-attended by children from the community, and 
so serves as an outreach program. In addition to spiritual 
oversight, Trinity URC also continues to financially support 
the church.

The members of the church faithfully come for Sunday 
school and worship. In Sunday school, we finished the 
Doctrine of Scripture, so we’ve gone back to the studies in 
Ligonier Ministries’ Dust to Glory. For worship, we continue 
our series on the Gospel of John, but we’re taking a break 
from this study to start a short series on the Book of Ruth. 
We also continue our second service on the fourth Sundays 
of the month, which is attended by about 80 percent of the 
morning service attendees. I’m also conducting an office 
bearer training for 8-10 men. Lord willing, we will be done 
by summer, and a few men would be qualified and willing 
to serve.

We continue with our biweekly men’s and weekly ladies’ Bible 
studies. In addition to our Sunday services, we hold special 
services on Good Fridays. Our Thanksgiving Day services are 
held on the Sundays before. We also join a small Reformed 
church in Montague for their Christmas Eve services. We 
also open our doors to the community during our annual 
Valentine’s Day Dinner Fellowship.

Most of the members are elderly, so we are exploring ideas 
to encourage younger men and women to come. One of 
these ideas is to start a Bible studies in members’ homes, 
and in the local community colleges. Another outreach 
effort is a 15-minute broadcast at KSYC, a radio station 
in nearby Yreka, aired every Sunday morning. In addition, 
in early December 2015, I started writing a short biweekly 
pastor’s column at the local newspaper, Siskiyou Daily 
News. We are praying that the Lord will grant fruit from 
these outreach programs.

APRIL 2016  •  PAGE 2

MISSIONARY NEEDED
Our URCNA mission work in Comayagua, Honduras is in need of a missionary to 
be sent to assist Rev. Ernie Langendoen. The overseeing church, Immanuel URC of 
Jordan ON, asks for prayer in their search for another worker for Christ’s kingdom.  
Please contact them if you can offer any assistance. 

HONDURAS


