
	  

MINTS International Seminary  
Rev. Neal and Sandy Hegeman

Pastor Cornelius (Neal) and Sandy Hegeman and their family 
have been involved in global missions since 1980. They 
have served in church planting in the Dominican Republic, 
pastoring in Canada, and with Ligonier Ministries.  Since 1998, 
the Hegemans have been in Miami, Florida, where Neal serves 
as founding dean and professor  at MINTS and Sandy teaches 
at Westminster CS.  He is called and sent by the Trinity URC 
in Cape Coral, and is part of a Joint Venture Committee (JVC) 
that includes URC missionaries Rev. Eric Pennings, Rev. Allan 
Vander Pol and mission worker, Norlan de Groot. He has been 
recently appointed by Classis East to be a member of the 
denominational mission committee.

Many people ask about how MINTS International Seminary 
works. MINTS started in Miami in 2001. The original organizers 
were from the Presbyterian Church in America (PCA) and 
United Reformed Churches in North America (URCNA). The 
Articles of Incorporation state that its theology is Biblical and 
according to the Westminster Confession and other Reformed 
confessions. 

The MINTS program seeks to bring Reformed theological 
education where traditional seminaries are not reaching church 
leaders. We are a missionary teaching ministry. Rather than the 

student traveling to where the teacher lives, the teacher travels 
to where the students minister. During the first generation of 
a study center, the teacher trains local master level students 
to write their own courses. Our master and doctoral level 
students have written over 300 courses, and many are posted 
on our web page (mintsespanol.com). The master thesis 
consists of writing a commentary on a book of the Bible. We 
call this Project 66. These courses form the Biblical basis for 
our students.  A normal MINTS course consists of a minimum 
of 15 hours of class, 15 hours of homework (answering 80 
questions), 15-25 hours of reading and writing book reports, 
writing a research essay, and completing a final exam.

My annual schedule includes about 130 days of traveling. I make 
visits, teach, and supervise teachers and students in Brazil, 
Bolivia, Columbia, Cuba, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Haiti, 
Mexico, Peru, USA, Venezuela and several English speaking 
Caribbean islands. I am also involved with street preaching 
in downtown Miami among the homeless. Along with Allen 
Vander Pol, I give classes in several prisons in Florida.  This 
year I am completing a course on Pastoral Counseling and 
another on the Psalms. The English courses are translated 
into Spanish and sometimes into other languages. 

Our work includes helping three Reformed and Presbyterian 
denominations in Colombia train their leaders.  Through the 
invitation of the National Presbyterian Church in Mexico, 
we have set up seminary programs in six different areas. 
Our largest outreach is in Cuba where over 10,000 students 
are using MINTS and other materials to study in their house 
churches.  We also work with many non-Reformed students 
in hope that they will embrace Christ-honoring, Biblical, and 
apostolic truths (Eph. 2: 20). It is gratifying to see many MINTS 
students embrace Reformed theology.

Pray that God would continue to use MINTS to equip men to 
bring the gospel throughout the world.   

Rev. Hegeman can be reached at: hegjkm@aol.com
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“Pray earnestly to the Lord of the harvest to send out labourers...”  Matthew 9:38 July 2015
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Ajax, Ontario 
Q&A with Rev. Brian Zegers

A new URCNA mission work focused on 
reaching Muslims in the Toronto area will 
begin this July.  Rev. Brian Zegers is called by 
Salem URC in Bowmanville. 
 

1.    Why has Ajax been picked as the “base 
of operations” for this mission work?  
 
Ajax is central to Scarborough and 
Bowmanville. Scarborough, a district 
lying in the eastern end of the GTA, is 
where this mission work originated, 
and we continue to host monthly 
Discussion Evenings and semi-
annual Christian-Muslim Forums 
in Scarborough. Bowmanville, forty 
minutes east of Scarborough, is where 
my calling church, Salem URC, is 
located. Ajax lies right in the middle, 
enabling our family to be close enough 
to Salem URC to stay involved in the 
life of the congregation while at the 
same time living within the bounds 
of the GTA among an ever-growing 
Muslim population. There are three 
mosques within a six kilometer radius 
of our house, and a fourth group 
of Muslims is now meeting in the 
community centre right across the 
street from our home for Friday prayers.  

2.  As you start out, how do you plan to 
make contact with Muslims? 

Since this is not a brand new work but 
the continuation of a work that has been 
in place for some years now, I already 
have contact with numerous Muslims 
who attend the Forums and Discussion 
Evenings. Since moving to the Ajax 
area a year ago, I have met leaders 
of the local mosques and our family 
has been in the home of our Muslims 
neighbors on a few occasions. I look 
forward to making contact with some 
of the many other Muslims living in the 
area by visiting local mosques, coffee 
shops, community centres, college 
& university campuses, and Muslim 
owned stores. 

3.  How do you plan to bring the Gospel 
to them?

Opportunities to bring the Gospel 
to Muslims abound because they 
love to talk about religion and the 
teaching of the Bible. In addition 
to sharing the Gospel message at 
the Christian-Muslim Forums and 
Discussion Evenings, we continue to 
receive requests to write articles for 
an Islamic newspaper to explain the 
Bible’s teaching on different topics. We 
also hope to start one-on-one or small 
group Bible studies and host Muslims 
in our home so as to build relationships 
with them and show them Christ’s love 
through conversation and Christian 
hospitality. 

For more information about this work 
you can contact: 

Rev. Brian Zegers 
brianzegers@yahoo.com 

Salem URC
outreach@salemurc.org 
905-926-1692
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From the council of 
Salem URC: 
Concerning the financial needs 
of the GTA Muslim Outreach, the 
budget calls for approximately 
$10,000 per month.  This is 
a ministry that will need the 
combined effort of many. We 
request your participation privately 
or as a congregation. We value 
your interest, your prayers, 
moral support, and financial 
contributions. Please join us in the 
Lord’s work.  

Prayer Requests:  
1)  For wisdom and strength for the  
 Zegers as the groundwork is laid  
 for their ministry.

2) For travel of the Missions   
 Coordinator to Jersey City, NJ,   
 Cincinnati, OH and Niagara Falls, ON.. 


