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OUR MISSION 

To connect the unconnected to a 

community of faith where Jesus 

Christ transforms them into world-

changing disciples.  

 

OUR PROCESS 

Love God (Worship) 

Love Others (Small Groups) 

Serve the World (Mission) 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CHURCH STAFF 
Pastor 

 Rev. Bradley S. Dulaney 
 pastor@redwoodumc.org 

Minister of Community Outreach 
 Rev. Susan Hughes 

 susan@redwoodumc.org 
Director of Music Ministries 

 Ashley Cundiff 
 ashley@redwoodumc.org 

Director of Children & Youth Ministries 
Jessi Fortner 

jessica@redwoodumc.org 
Administrative Assistant 

Cristen Anderson 
Cristen@redwoodumc.org 

Treasurer 
Russ Crosier 

treasurer@redwoodumc.org 
Pianist 

Lisa Edwards 
Nursery Attendant 

Stacey Sink 

* * Confirmation Celebration* *  

Join us Sunday,  April 15th 

 

Join us in worship on Sunday, April 15th to celebrate our confirmands.  Con-
firmation is a period of discernment in each youth’s life where they have the 
opportunity to learn about the Christian faith, Methodism, and the responsi-
bility of membership. This year we have 10 students who have taken part in a 
13-week journey with their mentors. They have grown over these 13 weeks 
and will make their own decision to accept Christ and become a member of 
Redwood on April 15th! This is a HUGE decision and one they do not take 
lightly, I encourage all members of the church to be present at this important 
event in these students’ lives.  
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R&R 
Reflections and Ruminations from the Pastor’s Study... 

Longing for Care! 

When I walked into the church, no 
one knew me.  No one spoke to me.  
No one looked me in the eye, shook 
my hand, or said, “Welcome.”  It was 
just one among many churches I visit-
ed while I was on leave last year.  This 
one happened to be Episcopal.  In 
some of the churches, I felt wel-
comed and even blessed.  But in all of 

them I felt the same thing:  I was out of place.  I didn’t fit.  
I was a stranger who didn’t quite belong.  I longed to 
know and to be known.   

 

The displacement I felt is the human need behind Care-
giving worship.  As I shared in last month’s newsletter, 
our Vision Team has been studying our worship, and 
community demographics, with an eye to how we can 
better reach people through our worship.  When we read 
about Caregiving worship (in Tom Bandy’s book Worship 
Ways), every one of us said, “That’s it! This is exactly 
what our 11:00 service is.  At its heart, our 11:00 service 
is a Caregiving service!”   

 

Those who are blessed by Caregiving worship are people 
who feel displaced, who yearn for a place of belonging 
and comfort, where Jesus can bless them as a shepherd 
cares for his sheep.  In fact, the prevailing visual of Care-
giving worship is the imagery of the Good Shepherd—
which happens to be the stained-glass window in our 
chancel!  Tom Bandy describes it this way: 

 

Caregiving worship leads people to experience the 
embrace of God as a constant companion, protecting 
power, and generous benefactor.  It glorifies God by 
providing people with a sense of belonging and con-
text of emotional stability.  Worship is often com-
pared to an “oasis” where otherwise hard-working…
people can find rest and fellowship.  It is also com-
pared to a “rock” or “fortress” from which mutually 
supportive allies can confront challenges from a hos-
tile world. 

 

Since mid-February, our Worship Team has been working 
to more fully and completely make our 11:00 service a 
Caregiving service.  You may not have noticed a lot of 
changes, as the service already contained many of the 
important elements:  announcements, children’s sermon, 
beloved hymns, familiar sacraments, etc.  The more sig-
nificant changes have included greater involvement by 
laity in leading worship, and more frequently passing the 
peace.  I’ve also been crafting my sermons differently 
than the 8:30 service.  Whereas at 8:30 my aim is to in-
spire, at 11:00 my aim is to convey belonging and com-
fort.  Usually this takes the form of illustrations that give 
a different shape to the sermon.  Based on your feedback 
and our studies, we’re also considering the production of 
two different bulletins for the two services. 

 

Since making these changes, the Worship Team and I 
have found greater joy and freedom in planning and lead-
ing the 11:00 service.  For too long we’ve tried to make 
our 11:00 service something it wasn’t.  By trying to blend 
it with other worship options—for example, sermons that 
fit “Educational” worship, or music that fits 
“Inspirational” worship—we’ve muddled the Caregiving 
aspect of 11:00, which was frustrating both to us and to 
many regular 11:00 worshipers. 

 

You’ll hear more in the coming months about the greater 
vision for our worship as it develops with the Vision Team 
and our Church Council.  But for now, we encourage your 
feedback on the changes to both 8:30 and 11:00.  Let us 
know how the worship blesses you.  It’s a season of 
learning, experimentation, and growth! 

 

Your brother in Christ, 

 

 

Rev. Brad Dulaney 

Pastor 
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Easter and spring have arrived, 
and summer is on the horizon! 
During April, there are some big 
things happening for youth! The 
confirmation students will be par-
ticipating in their confirmation re-
treat with their mentors in the be-
ginning of April. They will have the 
opportunity to continue to learn 
and grow in their Christian faith as 
they also make the big decision, 
the decision that confirmation is 
constantly leading up to, they will 
decide to become a member of 
Redwood UMC, some will decide 
to be baptized and all will com-
plete their confirmation journey! 
But we know that confirmation is 
just the first step to becoming a 
member, which comes with re-
sponsibility. The students have 
had such a great time journeying 
with their mentors, as they have 
watched mature Christians walk 
the walk and talk the talk. They 
have learned what it means to be a 
Christian and a member of the 
body of Christ. I hope to see every-
one on Sunday, April 15th as we 
confirm these 10 hard-working, 
Christ-loving students at both the 
8:30am and 11:00am services!  

 

Jessi 
Jessica Fortner 

Peaceful Parenting  

Perspective 

Is there such thing as screen addic-
tion? We all know that technology 
has come a long way since we were 
kids, yes, even since I was a kid! And 
we recognize that some of the ad-
vancements in technology is ex-
tremely advantageous for our society, 
but it can also be extremely harmful! 
Students today are getting phones, 
tablets and laptops at younger ages 
and are becoming habitual about 
their relationship with their video 
games, social media, and screen time 
in general! As a parent, how should 
you handle screen time with your 
child or teenager? How do we create 
an environment that teaches are chil-
dren the good aspects of technology 
without allowing them to become 
induced in the negative impacts of 
screen time? NPR recently did a 
great article about screen time addic-
tion and how it is critical to watch 
the relationship that people have 
with their phones, tablets, social me-
dia, video games, etc. The amount of 
screen time does not dictate the rela-
tionship or dependence of a person. 
Check out the article here. Another 
great resource is 
www.commonsensemedia.org, this is 
a website that caters towards parents 
and educators about how to success-
fully thrive in technology. It provides 
accurate and educational infor-
mation regarding technology and 
other 21st century additions. I highly 
suggest parents take a look at not 
only how much screen time their 
children consume, but also the rela-
tionship their child has with technol-
ogy.  

Youth News:  

 
High School Youth Group: The first 
Wednesday in April will be the last 
week of Living Our Strengths, for 
High School, and a Game Night for 
Middle School! Then we will begin a 
new series called Make it a Habit!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you’re an adult, the idea of spiritu-
al habits is probably pretty familiar 
to you. Spiritual disciplines, quiet 
time, devotions – whatever you call 
it, you’ve probably established at 
least a few rhythms that help you 
grow spiritually. (Or, at least, you’re 
working on it.) Teenagers, on the 
other hand, might need a little help 
to figure out how, exactly, to grow 
spiritually. This 4-week series, helps 
students discover four habits that 
can help them grow spiritually. The 
four habits we’ll cover are Spending 
Time with God, Spending Time with 
others, Sharing Your Story, and Us-
ing Your Gifts.  

 

Events and Deadlines:  

April 6-8: Confirmation Retreat  

April 22: Afternoon at the Movies  

May 16: End of the Year Party in 
Youth Group  

 

Jessi’s News 
News and Notes from RUMC’s Director of Children and Youth Ministries... 

How to Keep Up with ROC 

Out Youth!  

• Follow us on Facebook at https://

www.facebook.com/groups/

refuge.youth.redwood/  

• Follow us on Instagram at https://

https://www.npr.org/sections/ed/2018/02/05/579554273/screen-addiction-among-teens-is-there-such-a-thing
http://www.commonsensemedia.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/refuge.youth.redwood/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/refuge.youth.redwood/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/refuge.youth.redwood/
https://www.instagram.com/rocoutyouth/
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Worship April 22nd with the Ferrum College Collegiates! 

The talented Ferrum College Collegiates, under the direction of  Susan Spataro,  are back at Red-

wood Church to lead us in song and worship at the 11:00 AM service on April 22nd.  This is al-

ways a special occasion! 

The Redwood United Methodist Women extend a great big thank you to 
everyone who donated their time and talents to make our Spaghetti dinner 
on March 3rd such a success.  We were able to donate $ 2,250 
towards the building fund for the Redwood Outreach Center.  
We could not have done it without all of your support. 
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A Note from the Staff-Parish Relations Committee 
Please welcome Cristen Anderson, administrative assistant 

It is with great joy that we announce the hiring of Cristen Anderson as 

our administrative assistant.  Cristen comes to us with over ten years' 

experience in human resources and office management in the corporate 

and business sectors.  She also worked previously as a church adminis-

trative assistant.   Cristen and her husband live in Martinsville with their 

two young children, where they're a part of Uptown Church, and where 

she also serves as Vice President of the Board of the Southside Survivor 

Response Center.  Cristen will begin work with us on Tuesday, April 3 
          

Dave Werner 
Chair 

Staff Parish Relations Committee 

A canoeing/paddling retreat for men has been scheduled for 

the weekend of May 4-6, 2018.  Please mark your calendars 

and look for forthcoming information in the coming months.   

Contact Pastor Brad (483-9090 or pastor@redwoodumc.org) 

if you’d like to learn more about this experience! 

Men’s Retreat 

Bridge to the ROC 

Campaign Update with the Pastor 

Sunday, April 15th @ 4:00 PM 

 

Join with Pastor Brad on an Important update on the status of 

The Redwood Outreach Center building and campaign 

 

All are welcome! 
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Pastor Brad Leading New Study 

FEAR OF THE OTHER 

“Tolerate one another.”  Wait. Isn’t that supposed to 

be love one another? It’s one thing to genuinely love people 

who are more or less the same as we are, but what about 

those who are not only strangers, but people who live com-

pletely different lives? Reliable spiritual guide Will Willimon 

invites you to look more closely at the gospel’s command to 

love—because to genuinely love those considered to be 

"Other" may be the hardest thing for people of faith to do.  

Pastor Brad will be leading two groups in this 5-week study: 

 

Daytime:  Meeting Mondays at 11:00 a.m. starting 

April 9th 

Evening:  Meeting Wednesdays at the Connection 

(6:30 p.m.) starting April 4th 

Please pre-register by contacting Pastor Brad at 483-9090 or 
pastor@redwoodumc.org. 

The Current Events Bible Study is back! 

Starting April 4th, the Current Events Bible Study will resume at the Con-

nection.  This weekly Bible study is a “drop-in” study where each week 

we discuss what’s happening in our world through the lens of Holy Scrip-

ture. 

mailto:pastor@redwoodumc.org
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Sanctuary 

8:30 

1—Danny Hicks 

8—Daphene Jones 

15— Julie Moody 

22— Judy Rhoday 

29—Karen Dillon 

 

11:00 

1—Gaye Campbell 

8— Rhonda Hodges 

15— Gaye Campbell 

22—Ann Altice 

29— 

Welcome Center 

8:30 

1—Joan Gallante 

8—Connie McClain 

15— Dave Moody 

22— John Rhoday 

29—Reed Dillon 

 

11:00 

1— Eva Mae Tyree 

8— Judy Hodges 

15— Jean Hudson 

22— Geraldine Hylton 

29– TBD 

John Wilhelm 

2—Wanda Housman 

  Janice Powell 

  Ada Wray 

9— Gaye Campbell 

  Judy Hodges 

  Peggy Woody 

16—Carol Boychuck 

    Pam Potter 

        Linda Waybright 

23— Ann Altice 

  Brenda Hicks 

  Geraldine Hylton 

30—Elaine Chitwood 

  Sherry Lynch 

1– Janice Powell 

8 – Allene Perdue 

15—Daphene Jones 

22—Reed & Karen Dillon 

29— Danese McCabe 

 

8:30 

1—Susan Hughes  

8—Sarah Beach  

15—TBD 

22—TBD 

29—TBD 

11:00 

1—Linda Verhoeff 

8—Lisa Nichols 

15—TBD 

22—TBD 

29—TBD 

Set-Up 

4— Jessica Nichols 

 HFSS Middle Sch. 

11— Ann & Kristi Altice 

18— John & Elizabeth 

 Kennedy 

25— John & Elizabeth  

 Kennedy 

 

 

Clean-Up 

4— Susan Mason & 

 Rex Brown 

11—  Tammy Manning 

   Joan Gallante 

18—John & Judy Rhoday 

25 — Dave & Sharon   

Merrit, Twyla Brown 

 

1—Paige Anderson 

8—Audryna Parker 

15—Katelyn Parker 

22—Paige Anderson 

29—Audryna Parker 

April 27 

Elaine Chitwood, Louise Wimmer, Ann Altice 

April 1 8:30 

Kim Weinschreider 

Mary Mack 

11:00 

Linda Verhoeff 

Sheila Nichols 

8:30 

1— Communion 

8— Susan Mason & Jenna Hill 

15— Eric & Heather  

 Anderson 

22— Lori & Rylee Suon 

29 -  Gail Abbott & 

 Jojo Rhoday 

 

 

11:00 

1— Communion 

8—Barbara & Dickie Dill 

15—Susan M. & Annette Turner 

22— Beth Waters &  

 Jessi Fortner 
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Remember Our Home Bound 
Essyebelle Hudson  

224 Hudson Farm Lane 

Rocky Mount, VA 24151 

  

Doris Burgess 

4537 Colonial Place Drive 

Roanoke, VA 24018 

  

Melanie Pagans 

850 Woodman Road 

Rocky Mount, VA 24151 

Nannie Kate Campbell 

3855 Old Franklin Tpke.  

Glade Hill, VA 24092 

  

Brenda H. Morris 

2590 Muse Field Road 

Rocky Mount, VA 24151 

  

Judy Gring 

318 Hurt Drive 

Ferrum, VA 24088 

Chuck MacKenzie  

1009 Old Country Club Rd. 

#317 

Roanoke, VA 24017 

  

Shirley Campbell 

189 Redwood Road 

Glade Hill, VA 24092 

  

  

  

Kathryn Bennett 

95 Bennett Lane 

Rocky Mount, VA 24151 

  

  

1—Bryan & Tina Young 

12—Mike & Twyla Brown 

        Dave & Sharon Merritt 

20—Larry & Geraldine Hylton 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

2— Colin Wray 

4— Judy Hudson 

5— Allene Perdue 

6— Joel Housman 

7—  Hunter Merritt 

9— Allice Hall 

 Alex Hicks 

 Molly Staker 

12— Russell Meeks 

15—Hallie Renae Wray 

17— Jacob Powell 

 Easton Sawyers 

21—Joni Perdue 

23—Elaine Astin 

 Russ Crosier 

25—Stewart Mason 

 Early Page 

 Justin McDeavitt 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

27—Lindsey McPherson 

 Jacey Sawyers 

 Judy Zeigler 

29—Emily Crutchfield 

30—Stacey Sink 

• • Don’t forget about the Care Notes  

resource located in the basement near the 

ROC Out Youth Room. These Notes have 

recently been replenished! 

• • Also, don’t forget about the bi-monthly Upper Room    

magazines for adults (located in the narthex) and 

Devozine magazines for youth (teens) located near the 

Youth Room. These are great devotional resources that  

the church provides free for your use! 

 Here, the winter is past; 

        the rains have come and gone. 
 Blossoms have appeared in the land; 

        the season of singing has arrived, 

        and the sound of the turtledove is heard     
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3001 Old Franklin Turnpike 

Rocky Mount, VA  24151 

Phone: 540-483-9090 

      

      

       


