
 

Our Mission 
To connect the unconnected to a  

community of faith where Jesus Christ 
transforms them into world-changing 

disciples.  
 

Our Process 
Love God (Worship) 

Love Others (Small Groups) 
Serve the World (Mission)  

November 2018 
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Advent Worship & 
Small Group Series  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ebenezer Scrooge is a man in dire 
need of a second chance.  Is re-
demption possible for such a 
greedy, dark, sad character?  Join 
us this Advent as we see how 
Charles Dickens’ Christmas classic, 
A Christmas Carol, points to the 
teachings of Jesus.  The small 
group book study is written by 
Matt Rawle.  From the ghosts of 
Christmas past, to the life of the 
present, and the resurrection of 
Christmas future, this advent ser-
mon series, and companion small 
group study, will “bless us every 
one,” and reinvigorate our spiritu-
al journeys as we look at this fa-
miliar story through the lens of 
faith. 

 

Sundays @ 8:30 & 11 a.m. 
 

December 2 
Bah!  Humbug! 

 

December 9 
The Remembrance of  

Christmas Past 
 

December 16  
The Life of Christmas Present 

 

December 23 
The Hope of Christmas  

Christmas Extravaganza 
 Sunday, December 
16th at 7:00 p.m.  
 
The Music Ministry  
invites you to attend 
our 2018 Christmas 
Extravaganza: The 
Peace of Christ.  
Take a break from the 
hustle and bustle of 
the season and join 
our chancel choir, 
praise band, handbell choir, and special guests for an inspiring evening 
of music and scripture celebrating the birth of the Prince of Peace! A 
reception of holiday treats will follow in the fellowship hall.  We hope 
that you will join us!  

Christmas Eve Services 
Don’t Miss Christmas Eve at  
Redwood!  
 

Come experience worship with us as we 
celebrate Christ’s birth at Redwood. We 
offer three worship services on Monday, 
December 24, for you and your family.  
 

6:00 pm—Family Service  
8:30 pm—Candlelight Service  
and Communion  
11:00 pm—Candlelight Service  
and Communion  



 

2019 Summer  
Mission Trip Update 

Due to the recent hurricane damage 

to the east coast, we have decided 

to refocus our 2019 summer mission 

trip location to North and South Car-

olina.  Originally, we had committed 

to a trip to Texas to help with the 

damage created by hurricane Har-

vey.  However, we felt the need was 

also great on the east coast and we 

could save substantial travel costs by 

remaining a little closer to home.  

We are still working out the details 

so stay tuned!  Children 14 and older 

are welcome to attend. If you are 

interested, please contact Lori Suon 

(520-5005 or  sueycrew@gmail.com) 

or Susan Hughes (540-483-9090 or 

susan@redwoodumc.org) for further 

information.   

 
 
 
 
 

December 15th @ 6:00 pm  
Christmas Potluck (Finger-foods) 

 
All are welcome. Bring a friend!  

Home of Susan Hughes  
380 Firstwatch Drive,  

Moneta, Virginia 
 

Need more information?  
Contact Susan at 540-493-8715  or  

susan@redwoodumc.org  

Sisters Gathering:  

Calling All Women! 

Freedom International Ministries is 
located in San Pedro de Macoris in 
the Dominican Republic.  Freedom 
has created a large school that is 
home to over 350 children which 
serves students in Kindergarten 
through 5th grade.  Children are 
bused in from the bateyes (sugar 
cane villages) where they receive 
two meals and a quality Christian 
education.  The goal of Freedom 
International Ministries is to effect 
eternal change in the lives of the 
children by providing a bilingual 
Christian education in a safe and 
loving environment.  You may re-
member that Redwood sent a mis-
sion team to Freedom this summer 
consisting of  8 adults and 5 high 
school youth.  The Redwood team 
taught school, served meals, did 
various construction projects and 
traveled to the bateyes during the 
week to provide Vacation Bible 
School. 

Freedom International Ministries 
has a new vision:  to create a camp 
setting for children to spend the 
night in cabins and have a true 
camping experience.  If you were 
lucky enough to go to camp when 
you were young, you already know 
the many ways camp lets a child 
step out of everyday life and try on 
something new.  It’s a time of relax-
ing and no pressure.  A way to use 
different learning styles through 

sight, sound, nature and outdoor 
activities. The children in the bat-
eyes come from extreme poverty 
and attending camp is a way to es-
cape the everyday challenges being 
in poverty presents.  
 
Redwood would like to help Free-
dom International Ministries by 
building the first cabin or “pod” for 
the proposed camp.  Each Pod will 
be three cabins up on stilts with 
rope bridges connecting them.  Each 
cabin will be able to sleep up to 21 
campers.  The Pods will be octago-
nal with a thatch roof with a bunk 
bed on each of the 7 walls and a 
door on the 8th wall.  Cost of one 
pod is approximately $8,000.00.  
What a great way to celebrate 
Christmas by building a camping ref-
uge for the children of the Domini-
can Republic!  Please mark your 
checks or envelopes with “Christmas 
Offering”.  If you have any ques-
tions, please contact Lori Suon (540-
520-5005 or sueycrew@gmail.com).  
Thank you in advance for your gen-
erous offering! 
 
 

Redwood’s 2018 Christmas Offering  

Freedom International Ministries  

mailto:sueycrew@gmail.com


 

missional context without disbanding 
the connectional nature of The United 
Methodist Church. In the One Church 
Plan, no annual conferences, bishops, 
congregations, or pastors are compelled 
to act contrary to their convictions. The 
plan maintains the leadership structure 
of The United Methodist Church, includ-
ing the Council of Bishops, the General 
Conference, and the annual conferences 
as one body and one church. It offers 
greater freedom to many who desire 
change but do not want to violate The 
Book of Discipline. Voting is kept to a 
minimum except where it is helpful. 
There is no mandate that requires local 
churches, conferences, or pastors to 
participate in a vote that divides, seg-
ments, or separates. The United Meth-
odist Church remains in connection, up-
holding unity of mission without uni-
formity of practice. The plan grants 
space for traditionalists to continue to 
offer ministry as they have in the past; 
space for progressives to exercise freely 
a more complete ministry with LGBTQ 
persons; and space for all United Meth-
odists to continue to coexist without 
disrupting their ministries. Additionally, 
this plan creates space for annual con-
ferences in various part of the world to 
practice ministry according to their na-
tional or regional contexts with the con-
nectional autonomy of the adaptable 
portions of The Book of Discipline. “ 
 “The One Church Plan removes 
the language from The Book of Disci-
pline used in the United States that re-
stricts pastors and churches from con-
ducting same-sex weddings and annual 
conferences from ordaining self-avowed 
practicing homosexual persons. It adds 
language that intentionally protects the 
religious freedom of pastors and 
churches who choose not to perform or 
host same-sex weddings and Boards of 
Ordained Ministry and bishops who 
choose not to credential or ordain self-
avowed practicing homosexual persons. 
Central conferences can adapt portions 

of The Book of Discipline for their own 
contextual practices, and are not bound 
by decisions taken in Jurisdictional Con-
ferences. This plan provides United 
Methodists the ability to address their 
missional contexts in different ways.”  
 “The plan ends the threat of 
church trials over same-sex weddings. 
Boards of Ordained Ministry already have 
the authority to discern whom to creden-
tial. Local churches already have the au-
thority to establish wedding policies. Pas-
tors already discern whom they will or 
will not marry. While some annual con-
ferences and related Boards of Ordained 
Ministry can adopt new practices, no an-
nual conferences must make further 
choices or amend current practices un-
less they desire to do so. United Method-
ist institutions, foundations, universities, 
agencies, and General Boards will contin-
ue to offer their ministries without sig-
nificant disruption or costly legal counsel 
related to their charters or articles of in-
corporation. Wespath will be able to con-
tinue to offer its services without disrup-
tion.”  
                                ….Continued on page 7 
 

Called 2019 General Conference of  
The United Methodist Church  

By Pastor Brad Dulaney  

After the 2016 General Conference, 
the Council of Bishops formed the 
Commission on the Way Forward—a 
group of 32 lay and clergy leaders 
from throughout the UMC—with the 
express purpose of formulating a 
recommendation for action to a spe-
cial called General Conference.  
(General Conference is comprised of 
lay and clergy delegates elected by 
their respective Annual Conferences 
and convened under the presidency 
of the Council of Bishops.)  The pur-
pose of this commission was to find 
“a way forward” for our denomina-
tion around our approach to ministry 
to and with lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
transgendered, and questioning 
(LGBTQ) persons.  Back in May, the 
Commission on the Way Forward 
presented their findings and recom-
mendations to the Council of Bish-
ops.  Three possible plans were put 
forward, of which the One Church 
Plan was recommended and adopt-
ed by the Council of Bishops as the 
option they would put forward to 
the General Conference for consider-
ation.  Once the Council of Bishops 
made this decision, the Judicial 
Council (the “supreme court” of the 
UMC) weighed in, saying it was un-
lawful by the Book of Discipline for 
the Council of Bishops to limit the 
consideration to only one plan.  So, 
whereas the Commission on the Way 
Forward and the Council of Bishops 
are in favor of the One Church Plan, 
two other plans are under considera-
tion, with the possibility of any other 
UMC caucus groups also proposing 
their own plans.  Below are summar-
ies of the plans that came out of the 
Commission on the Way Forward. 
 

The One Church Plan  
 “The One Church Plan pro-
vides a generous unity that gives 
conferences, churches, and pastors 
the flexibility to uniquely reach their 

Gifts of Stock  
A Great Way to Give 
to Redwood Church  

 
Many of us have stock that has  

appreciated substantially during the 
past few years.  Please consider using 

it to make a year-end gift to Red-
wood Church or pay some or  

all your 2019 pledge.  In doing so, 
you’ll avoid all brokerage charges or 
commissions, avoid all capital gains 

taxes, generate a great tax deduction 
for yourself and  

Redwood Church will receive  
100% of the market value of the 
stock!  For more information and 
help in making the gift, call Ted  

Soto at the Virginia United  
Methodist Foundation at  

804-521-1122.  



 

From the desk of  

When I chose peace as the theme 
for this year’s Christmas Music 
Extravaganza, it was a pretty arbi-
trary decision. Who doesn’t long 
for peace, right? In a time when 
violence, disaster, and political 
discord are much too prevalent, a 
program on peace is not exactly a 
novel idea.  And of course, there’s 
element of making my own job 
easy—finding Christmas music 
about peace? Not exactly a chal-
lenging task.  
But once I got to thinking about 
the actual meaning of peace—as a 
word and as a concept in my own 
life—my decision felt more com-
plicated. What exactly is peace, 
anyway? An absence of violence 
or of strife? A community without 
discord? Or is it more personal—
simply a feeling of rightness within 
the soul despite any surrounding 
storms? 
The more personal one seems the 
most attainable in the here and 
now. But even it eludes me de-
spite what is a generally comforta-
ble and privileged life. My family is 
expecting our second child in the 
spring, and when I found out I was 
pregnant, my first reaction was 
not one of inner peace and trust in 
the will of God, but of such worry 
and panic that I was ashamed of 
myself—there I was a thirty-
something married woman with a 
pregnancy that was as planned as 
any of them, and I couldn’t find it 
within myself to model my reac-
tion to this amazing news on that 
of the unwed, teenage Mary. 
Mary, who somehow, despite  her 
complete confusion about how, 
exactly, she had managed to come 
up pregnant, still had the extreme 

faith to say, “Let it be”, and actually 
live those words—despite the hard-
ship the pregnancy caused her. 
So I have, more than ever, been 
searching out peace lately, although 
of course it’s one of those things 
that has a way of being more elusive 
the harder you look. But sometimes I 
find it in briefly suspended mo-
ments, ones that don’t last long, but 
still remain with me and leave me 
with a feeling that somehow, despite 
everything, all is well in the kingdom 
of God—the sight of the majestic 
shape of an almost bare oak tree in 
relief against a (finally) celestial blue 
sky, a peek at my sleeping daughter, 
looking heart-achingly like an angel 
come to earth, or a flicker of move-
ment from my belly, a feeling that 
leaves no other choice but hope.  
When I imagine the night after 
Christ’s birth, I think of it as one of 
those moments—fleeting, yet some-
how suspended in time. Mary’s life 
leading to and following this night 
would be full of hardship, yet in this 
unlikely moment in a stable, not only 
did she experience peace, but the 
whole world experienced it with her. 
I guess this why I always think of the 
Nativity scene as a snow globe—still, 
quiet, wrapped in a bubble of pro-
tection, and with the love of God 
gently falling all around.  
I invite you to come to the Christmas 
Extravaganza on December 16th  to 
enjoy an evening of scripture and 
music that celebrates the promise of 
the peace of Christ. I look forward to 
working with our musical ensembles 
to stage this program every year, 
and hope that you fill find it as much 
a blessing to experience as I have in 
preparing it!  

Advent Devotionals 
Now Available!  

Reclaim the spiritual dimensions of 
the Advent season this year 
with Surprises Along the Way, a time-
ly devotional booklet from the Socie-
ty of St. Andrew. These booklets will 
be available in the welcome center 
on the first Sunday of Advent, De-
cember 2.  Make room in your heart 
for a few minutes each day reading 
scripture, reflecting on a brief medi-
tation, and praying, in preparation 
for the Savior who is to come. These 
daily meditations are the words of 
people of faith, both pastors and lay 
persons, from all walks of life.  As 
your spiritual hungers are met by 
these devotions during the Advent 
season, please help the Society of St. 
Andrew by placing a monetary dona-
tion in the offering plate.  Please 
mark your check/envelope with 
“Society of St. Andrew”. Through 
your generosity, you mirror our Sav-
ior’s special concern for the last, the 
least and the lost, by reducing food 
waste and sharing healthy food with 
our hungry neighbors.   
 

These devotionals will be  
available in the Welcome  

Center on the first Sunday of Ad-
vent, December 2, 2018.   

 
You can also sign up to receive this 
devotion as a daily email by visiting 

https://endhunger.org/advent/  



 

 

 

 

The deadline for items to be  

included in the January 

edition of The Redwood 

Breeze  is Wednesday,  

December 26th!  Please 

email information to Cristen 

via email at  

cristen@redwoodumc.org  

United Methodist Women is the 
largest denomination faith organiza-
tion for women and their mission is 
to foster spiritual growth, develop 
leaders and advocating for justice. 
Their vision is  “turning faith, hope and love into action on 
behalf of women, children and youth around the world.”  
 

Did you know that the United Methodist Women 
at Redwood…   

• Supports the Danville District UMW activities and 
missions. 

• Provides funds to the Henry Fork Service Center, 
C.A.S.A., youth retreats, and Redwood mission trips. 

• Donated more than $6,000 to the ROC in 2018. 
• Sends cards to those that our in our thoughts and 

prayers. 
• Visits Trinity Nursing home to play Bingo. 
• Provides the October birthday party for residents of 

the Hermitage in Roanoke. 
• Provided lunch for the Redwood golf tournament 

and hosted the spaghetti dinners. 
• Fills and distributes gift bags for our shut-ins at East-

er and Christmas. 
• Purchased a dishwasher from donations by angels 

within our group. 
• Prepares and serves lunch to visiting mission teams. 
• Hosted a prayer breakfast for the Danville District. 
• Prepared 25 health kits for the VA Conference. 
• Attends UMW Day at Ferrum College. 
• Read over 25 books from the UMW reading pro-

gram in 2018. 
• Celebrated with a Christmas party at Ippy's. 

 

All are welcome, so please join us at the church the first  
Monday of every month at 11 am.  

Help support  
Redwood’s UMC  

Ministry!  
 

Happy Home Flavorings   
$2.75 each  

(Available in the  
fellowship hall) 



 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

December 12 
Youth Christmas Party 

6:30 pm 
 

December 17  
Christmas Extravaganza  

7:00 pm 
 

December 19 
Christmas Caroling  

6:30 pm 
 

Mark Your Calendars! 
2019 Events  

 
January 15 

Deadline to sign up for the 
 Fusion Retreat 

 
January 27 

Chili Cook-off Fundraiser  
 

February 15—17  
Fusion Retreat 

 
March 5 

Pancake Supper Fundraiser  
 
 
 

Resources Available! 
 

Don’t forget about the Care Notes 
resource located in the basement 

near the ROC Out Youth Room.  
 

Also, don’t forget about the  
bi-monthly Upper Room magazines 
for adults and Devozine magazines 
for youth (teens). These are great  
devotional resources that church  

provides free for your use! 

• Give up on perfection and accept 
that real parents get reality holidays, 
complete with messy kitchens, 
cranky kids and events that you can't 
get to because somebody needs a 
nap. 
• Pare back your schedule to do 
only the essentials. Just say no to 
whatever doesn’t bring you joy.  

• Make sure you nurture yourself 
and stay in balance. Start by getting 
enough sleep. 
• Focus on family connection,  
rather than shopping or events. 
• Just say No to comparing your-
self to anyone else. You can't see 
inside their family; you can only do 
what seems right for your family in 
this moment, and that is more than 
enough. 
• Be sure your own expectations of 
the season are reasonable.  
• The minute your mood veers 
from loving to frenzied, stop. Hug 
your children and regroup. 
• Count your blessings and say 
thank you for everything good in 
your life, every day. 
• Find ways to laugh at what will 
inevitably go wrong. 
Pat yourself on the back and con-
gratulate yourself on a job well 
done, not just in December, but all 
year long. 
Christmas is not about shopping, 
having a Pinterest-worthy home or 
posting the best photos on Insta-
gram. It's about the transformative 
power of faith, love, and light. So fill 
your home with the real meaning of 
the holiday by focusing on presence, 
instead of presents. Which means 
keeping your own cup full, so you 
can be emotionally  
generous in filling everyone else's. 

The Peaceful Parent’s  
Holiday—Staying Calm is a 
Survival Skill!  
 
The most essential skill for  
parents, at the holidays and every 
day? Manage yourself so you can 
stay calm and loving with your 
child. Remember that the holi-
days aren't just stressful for you, 
they're actually stressful for chil-
dren. So much desperate longing 
gets stimulated (just like for 
us.)  So much excitement gets 
triggered, which needs an outlet 
somewhere. All the school and 
community events mean that 
families are busier. Parents get 
more stressed, more snappish, 
which makes children act out. 
Schedules and sleep are disrupt-
ed. Children get anxious about 
whether they're good enough, 
given all their "naughty" impulses 
(and that Elf watching their every 
move!). 
 
Children depend on us, both to 
regulate their environment, and 
to help them regulate their 
moods. If you’re out of balance, 
you won’t be able to help your 
kids stay on an even keel. In fact, 
if you’re anxious about everything 
you have to get done, I promise 
you that your child will begin to 
act out. 
Your kids don’t need a magazine-
spread holiday. They need you, in 
a good mood, living the spirit of 
the season and spreading love 
and good cheer.  Here's how. 
 
 



 

 

 ….. Continued from page 3 
 “The One Church plan also asks 
the General Council on Finance and 
Administration (GCFA) to find a means 
consistent with The Book of Discipline 
to assure that each jurisdictional con-
ference or area supports the costs of 
its own episcopal leader and offices. All 
jurisdictional conference bishops will 
be paid the same salary, but the area 
where a bishop is assigned will, 
through a process developed by GCFA, 
provide the funding, similar to how 
episcopal housing allowances are now 
managed. This plan continues our his-
toric Episcopacy Fund to help support 
central conference bishops, and pro-
vide for our ecumenical commitments. 
This does not affect central confer-
ences. Central conference bishops and 
episcopal services will continue to be 
covered out of the current General 
Church Episcopal Fund.”  
 

The Connectional Conference Plan  
 “The Connectional Conference 
Plan reflects a unified core that in-
cludes shared doctrine and services. 
This plan creates three values-based 
connectional conferences that have 
distinctive definitions of accountability, 
contextualization and justice. Current 
central conferences have the choice of 
becoming their own connectional con-
ference (up to five additional connec-
tional conferences) or joining one of 
the three values-based connectional 
conferences. A redefined Council of 
Bishops focuses on ecumenical rela-
tionships and shared learning. Episco-
pal oversight, accountability, elections, 
assignments and funding occur within 
the College of Bishops of each connec-
tional conference.” 

The Traditionalist Plan  
This plan was received by the Commis-
sion on the Way Forward just prior to 
its final meeting in May.  Whereas the 
previous two plans received intensive, 
comprehensive study by the Commis-
sion, the Traditionalist Plan was not 
considered as thoroughly.  In content, 
this plan strengthens the enforcement 
of the current Book of Discipline re-
strictions around homosexual practice.  

This plan “broadens the definition of self-
avowed practicing homosexual to include 
persons living in a same-sex marriage or 
civil union or persons who publicly state 
that they are practicing homosexuals.”  
The plan also “mandates that any just 
resolution shall include a commitment 
not to repeat the offense.” It further re-
quires each Annual Conference and all 
bishops “to certify that they will uphold, 
enforce, and maintain the Discipline's 
standards on LGBTQ marriage and ordi-
nation.”  Any bishop or conference that 
could not abide by this certification 
would be encouraged to form some kind 
of “autonomous, affiliated, or concordat” 
church, and be barred from using funds 
from or the name of The United Method-
ist Church.  Any local churches or clergy 
who could not abide by the Discipline’s 
standards around LGBTQ matters would 
be asked to leave the UMC, and join the 
newly-formed “autonomous, affiliated, or 
concordat” denomination.  Any local 
churches located in an Annual Confer-
ence which joins the newly-formed 
“autonomous, affiliated, or concordat” 
church would be free to choose to re-
main within The United Methodist 
Church. 

 I have sought to summarize 
these various plans and options.  Any-
thing in quotes in the above is taken 
directly from the report of the Com-
mission on the Way Forward.  You can 
read the full report here, or by visiting 
umc.org.  If you have an interest in 
contacting the delegates going to the 
General Conference from the Virginia 
Annual Conference, visit this page or 
search vaumc.org.  In January and/or 
February, I plan to create opportuni-
ties for conversation to better under-
stand the plans being put forward, 
and any impacts these plans might 
have on our ministry and life togeth-
er.  Meanwhile, I invite all of us to be 
in continued prayer for our delegates, 
and for the work of God’s Spirit in giv-
ing guidance and direction for our de-
nomination.     

Remember Our  
Home Bound 

Kathryn Bennett 

95 Bennett Lane 

Rocky Mount, VA 24151 

 

Frances Brown 

3000 Old Franklin Turnpike 

Rocky Mount, VA 24151 

 

Doris Burgess 

3585 Brambleton Ave # 325 
Roanoke, VA 24018 

 

Nannie Kate Campbell 

3855 Old Franklin Tpke.  

Glade Hill, VA 24092 

 

Shirley Campbell 

189 Redwood Road 

Glade Hill, VA 24092 

 

Essyebelle Hudson  

224 Hudson Farm Lane 

Rocky Mount, VA 24151 

 

Penny Laporta  

720 Orchard Ave, Unit 61B 

Rocky Mount, VA 24151 

 

Chuck MacKenzie  

1009 Old Country Club Rd. #317 

Roanoke, VA 24017 

 

Brenda H. Morris 

2590 Muse Field Road 

Rocky Mount, VA 24151 

 

Melanie Pagans 

850 Woodman Road 

Rocky Mount, VA 24151 

 

 

Please contact the church office 
at 540-483-9090 to make any 
additions or corrections to this 

list. Thank you!  

http://s3.amazonaws.com/Website_Properties/council-of-bishops/news_and_statements/documents/Way_Forward_Report_-_Final_-_ENGLISH.pdf
http://www.vaumc.org/ncfilerepository/GC2016/DelegateRoster.pdf


 

After the October Rise & Embrace 
series casting a new vision for our 
worship, the Vision Team led a 
church-wide survey.  Your partici-
pation in the survey was fantastic, 
and the Vision Team thanks you!  
The purpose was to give the Vi-
sion Team information to make 
strategic recommendations about 
possibly changing times as a part 
of renaming and rebooting the 
RISE & EMBRACE services early 
next year.  We learned two im-
portant things.  First, the option 
of switching the 8:30 and 11:00 
services is not viable. So we will 
NOT be swapping-out the service 
times.  We plan to do another 
brief survey in the near future to 
evaluate several options that 
move the RISE service a little later 
(9 to 9:30 timeframe).  We plan to 
still rename the services RISE 
(8:30) and EMBRACE (11:00) in 
January.  We will be putting to-
gether another brief survey to get 
your input on the idea of moving 
the RISE service to a later time.  
Once we’ve solicited more con-
gregational feedback, if there’s to 
be a change in service times, it 
won’t be until sometime in the 
Spring of 2019. 

Secondly, we learned that our 
congregation has been very divid-
ed over our Safety & Security 
Team policy of locking doors dur-
ing worship.  According to the 
survey, we were fairly evenly split 
over the question:  Just slightly 
more people favored unlocked 
doors over locked doors.  Howev-

er, what surprised us was the break-
down by worship service.  By far, 
RISE service attendees (8:30) prefer 
unlocked doors.  By far, EMBRACE 
service attendees (11:00) prefer 
locked doors.  There are deeply felt, 
passionate opinions on both sides of 
this question.  That said, we’re all 
after the same thing—to fulfill our 
mission while also keeping our wor-
shipers as safe as possible.  The Lay 
Leaders have met with the leaders 
of the Safety & Security Team, and 
we all agreed that it would best 
serve the mission of our church if 
we listened to your collective voic-
es.  We will be retooling the 8:30 
(RISE) procedures so that the doors 
are left unlocked (but with the abil-
ity to be quickly locked, if needed).  
At 11:00 (EMBRACE), we will retain 
procedures of locking the doors 20 
minutes into the service.  Both poli-
cies will still share things like what 
to do in case of emergencies, and 
having trained people stationed at 
doors.  It’s our hope that we can 
simply acknowledge our differences, 
and move forward in a unified way.  
We hope this will lay the ground-
work for us all to more fully live into 
the RISE & EMBRACE vision for wor-
ship!  

Campaign Update 
The See All the People Campaign  
is off to a fantastic start!  For the  
3-year Capital Campaign for the  
Redwood Outreach Center (ROC), 
we’ve received 58 commitments, 
which total $341,280!   
 
For the annual campaign to  
support the church’s ministry in 
2019, we’ve received 50  
commitments, totaling $182,444.  
 
Giving toward the ROC commit-
ments begins December 1, and 
toward the 2019 annual commit-
ments begins January 1.   
 
If you’d like to be a part, you can 
find a commitment card in the 
Welcome Center or back  
entryway.  Please complete both 
sides of the card, seal it in the  
accompanying envelope, and 
place it with the regular weekly 
offerings.   
 

We thank you and thank God 
for this amazing response! 

Update on RISE & EMBRACE Vision for  

Worship 
The following is taken from the Lay Leader reports at the Thanksgiving Celebra-
tion on November 18th.  We want those who could not attend that day to hear 
this important update. 



 

It’s Christmas time again.  
The holiday season can be a hard 

time for many. During this season and 
beyond, a Stephen Minister is happy 
to listen and care for you. They will 

provide resources and support to you 
as you make it through this time. 

 

Please contact one of our leaders:  
Barbara Brown 

(bbrown517@yahoo.com)  
Linda Waters (540-420-6338 or 
waters0118@hotmail.com) or  
John Rhoday (276-732-9045)  

Stepping Stone  
Christmas Bags 

 

 

 

 

 

Please join Redwood UMC in providing 
Christmas toys for the children of Step-
ping Stone Mission in Rocky Mount, Vir-
ginia.  This will be the 6th year we have 
provided bags filled with various Christ-
mas goodies!  While you are shopping 
for those Black Friday deals, please 
keep the following wish list in mind: 

Items Needed for Children Age’s  
Infant—14 Years Old:  

 

• Toys (board games, playing cards, 
dolls, trucks, cars, Lego’s, footballs, 
baseballs, soccer balls, etc.)  

• Coloring Books and Crayons 
• Puzzles & Puzzle Books 
• Reading Books 
• Stickers & Sticker Books  
• School Supplies (paper, pencils, 

pens, rulers, scissors, etc.) 
• Socks 
• Toothbrushes and Toothpaste 
• Combs/Brushes 
• Shampoo and Body Wash 
 

All items must be NEW AND UN-
WRAPPED. If you prefer, you may make 
a monetary donation.  Your contribu-
tion will be used to purchase enough 
items for each child.   We DO NOT need 
hats or gloves at this time. We have 
been blessed with enough for each child 
already this year!! Please see or call Lori 
Suon (540-520-5005) for details. 
 

Bags are due on December 16th 
You can drop off donations in the bin in 

the Welcome Center.  
 

Thank you in advance for your  
generous donation. We can make a 

difference one child at a time!  

With the potential for winter 
weather, please remember  
Redwood’s cancelation  
guidelines.   

Meetings/Rehearsals During 
the Week:  When there is in-
clement weather, individual 

committee chairpersons, ministry team leaders and group leaders 
should decide whether or not it is safe to meet.  As long as Rt. 40, the 
church parking lot and sidewalks are clear, the church has electricity, 
and the leader feels confident that group members can travel safely, 
leaders may decide to still meet.  Each leader is responsible for con-
tacting their group members to inform them of whether or not the 
meeting is cancelled. 

Church Office:  The church office will be open when Rt. 40 and the 
church parking lot are clear, the church has electricity, and one or more 
staff members can safely make it in. 

Sunday Services, Wednesday Connection, and Friday Celebrate Recov-
ery:  When Rt. 40, the church parking lot and sidewalks are clear, and 
the church has electricity, we may choose to still host services, meals 
and/or small groups.  However, in any instance of inclement weather, 
please check one of the following sources to learn about possible Sun-
day, Wednesday or Friday cancelations at Redwood: 

• WSLS Channel 10 or WDBJ Channel 7 
• www.redwoodumc.org 
• Redwood’s Facebook page (www.facebook.com/redwoodumc)  
• The Redwood UMC Prayer Chain (relayed by phone and/or 

email) 
• The Redwood Breeze Newsletter email list 
• Greeting on the Church Voicemail (483-9090) 

Don't we all love a great book?  Did 
you know that many homes don't 
have books for younger children to 
read?  Please help Senior Girl Scout 
Troop 158 collect books for a non-
profit preschool children.    
The Girl Scouts are looking for gen-
tly used or new children's books to 
help with their Thankful for 
Books book drive.  Collection box 
will be located in the Welcome Cen-
ter Nov. 12th - Dec. 7th.      

http://www.redwoodumc.org
http://www.facebook.com/redwoodumc


 

Adelynn Brown  1 

Jessica Morris  1 

Tonya Haigler  2 

Tom McDeavitt  2 

Angela Wilmoth 2 

Jeremy Parker  3 

Betsy Ferguson  4 

Angie Jambrik  4 

Simon Adkins  5 

Andrew Davis  7 

Walter Hughes  13 

Reba Bowling  14 

Kim Weinschreider 15 

Valeria Hodges  21 

Karl Hubbard  21 

Bryan Young  21 

Peyton Brooks  25 

Buddy Davis  25 

Luther Scott  28 

Dave Gilmore  30 

Brenda Hicks  30 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dennis & Nancy Dickison     4 

John & Elizabeth Kennedy   12 

Wes & Elaine Astin          15 

Colin & Betty Wray      23 

Dave & Betty Werner      28 

Paul & Carol Boychuck      30 

  

 

 

We want to include you! If 

you don’t  see your birthday 

listed, please call the church 

office at  540- 483-9090 to 

update your birthday or 

anniversary!  

 

Servants 
8:30 Greeters    CHILDREN'S CHURCH 

  SANCTUARY WELCOME CENTER     8:30 AM 11:00 AM 

2-Dec 
Clarke & Diane 

Grimmett 
Danny Hicks & Su-

san Mason 
  2-Dec NO CHILDREN'S CHURCH TODAY 

9-Dec 
Marion Monroe & 

Pam Potter 
John Wilhelm & 

Jane Eaton 
  9-Dec 

Susan Mason & 
Emma Vehmeier 

Susan Mason & 
Hailey Williams 

16-Dec 
Danny Hicks & Di-

ane Grimmett 
Bruce & Phyllis 

Spence 
  16-Dec 

Cara Jones & Will 
Jones 

Jessi Fortner & 
Charlene Waybright 

23-Dec 
Dickie & Barbara 

Dill 
Clarke & Diane 

Grimmett  
  23-Dec 

Lori Suon & Jadyn 
Hill 

Jessi Fortner & Beth 
Waters 

30-Dec 
Pam Potter & Diane 

Grimmett 
Clarke & Diane 

Grimmett  
  30-Dec 

Gail Price & Jojo 
Rhoday 

Gail Price & Dylan 
Parker 

        

11:00 Greeters   AUDIO & MEDIA  

  SANCTUARY WELCOME CENTER     8:30 AM 11:00 AM 

2-Dec Judy Hodges Rhonda Hodges   2-Dec 
Jesse Dulaney & 

Dave Suon  
Eric Anderson & 

John Abbott  

9-Dec Linda Young Louise Wimmer   9-Dec 
Jesse Dulaney & 

Dave Suon  
Simon Adkins & 

John Abbott  

16-Dec Eva Mae Tyree Elaine Chitwood   16-Dec 
Jesse Dulaney & 

Dave Suon  
Dave Werner & 

John Abbott  

23-Dec Ann Altice Gaye Campbell   23-Dec 
Jesse Dulaney & 

Dave Suon  
Eric Anderson & 

John Abbott  

30-Dec Jean Hudson Linda Waybright    30-Dec 
Jesse Dulaney & 

Dave Suon  
Simon Adkins & 

John Abbott  

        

LITURGISTS      FLOWERS  ACOLYTE  

  8:30 AM 11:00 AM   2-Dec 
John & Elizabeth 

Kennedy Karmen Lester 

2-Dec Linda Waters Gail Price    9-Dec Poinsettias Addison Pence 

9-Dec Zora Dulaney Lisa Nichols   16-Dec Poinsettias Katelyn Parker 

16-Dec Kim Weinschreider Tammy Manning   23-Dec Poinsettias Lexcyee Parker 

23-Dec Linda Verhoeff Madeline Hall   30-Dec Jennifer Rakes Audryna Parker 

30-Dec Lori Suon TBD      

        

OFFERING COUNTERS    COMMUNION 

3-Dec 
Wanda Housman, Janice Powell & Ada 

Wray 

    8:30 AM 11:00 AM 

  
4-Nov 

Linda Waters & 
Danny Hicks  

Gail Price & Simon 
Adkins  

10-Dec Gaye Campbell, Judy Hodges & Peggy 
Woody 

  

     

17-Dec Carol Boychuck, Linda Waybright & Pat 
Horning  

  CONNECTION  

24-Dec Ann Altice, Brenda Hicks & Geraldine 
Hylton 

  SET UP CLEAN UP 

31-Dec Elaine Chitwood, Sherry Lynch & Louise 
Wimmer  

  5-Dec 
Sherry & Kailey 

Lynch  
Sherry & Kailey 

Lynch  

     
12-Dec 

Ada Wray & Kristie 
Altice  

Lisa Nichols & 
Friends CELEBRATE RECOVERY MEAL   

28-Dec 
Sherry Lynch, Nancy Dickison, & Made-

line Hall  

     

  HEAD USHER  Rex Brown 



 

December 2018 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

25 
8:30 AM—Worship  
9:45 AM—Sunday 
School & Small Groups  
11:00 AM—Worship  
12:00 PM—Lunch Bunch  

26 
 

27 
7:00 AM—Prayer 
Meeting 
6:30 PM—Chancel 
Choir  
7:30 PM—Praise Band  
 

28 
5:45—Connection 
Dinner  
6:30—Connection 
Small Groups  

29 
7:00 PM—Boy 
Scouts 
7:00 PM—Cub 
Scouts 

30 
5:45 PM—Celebrate 
Recovery Meal  
6:30 PM—Celebrate 
Recovery Worship 
7:30 PM—Celebrate 
Recovery Small 
Groups 

1 

2 
8:30 AM—Worship  
9:45 AM—Sunday 
School & Small Groups  
11:00 AM—Worship  
 

3 
11:30 am—United 
Methodist Women 
Christmas Celebra-
tion @ Ippy’s  

4 
7:00 AM—Prayer 
Meeting 
5:30 PM—Handbell 
Rehearsal 
6:00 PM—Stephen 
Minister Leader Mtg.  
6:30 PM—Chancel 
Choir Rehearsal  
7:30 PM—Praise Band  
Practice  

5 
5:45—Connection 
Dinner  
6:30—Connection 
Small Groups  
8:00 PM—Youth 
Ministry Team 
Meeting  

6 
7:00 PM—Boy 
Scouts 
7:00 PM—Cub 
Scouts 

7 
5:45 PM—Celebrate 
Recovery Meal  
6:30 PM—Celebrate 
Recovery Worship 
7:30 PM—Celebrate 
Recovery Small 
Groups 

8 
UMW Bake Sale  
9 AM—2 PM  
Rocky Mount  
Farmers Market  

9 
8:30 AM—Worship  
9:45 AM—Sunday 
School & Small Groups  
11:00 AM—Worship  
12:00 PM—Lunch Bunch  

10 
7:00 PM—SPRC 
Meeting (FH)  

11 Redwood Serves at 

Stepping Stone Mission  
7:00 AM—Prayer Mtg.  
9:30 AM—Staff Mtg.  
5:30 PM—Handbell 
Rehearsal 
6:00 PM—Stephen 
Ministry Peer Training  
6:30 PM—Chancel 
Choir Rehearsal  
7:30 PM—Praise Band  
Practice  

12 
5:45—Connection 
Dinner  
6:30—Connection 
Small Groups  

13 
7:00 PM—Sister’s 
Gathering  
7:00 PM—Capital 
Campaign Steering 
Committee 
Meeting (FH) 
7:00 PM—Boy 
Scouts 
7:00 PM—Cub 
Scouts 
 

14 
5:45 PM—Celebrate 
Recovery Meal  
6:30 PM—Celebrate 
Recovery Worship 
7:30 PM—Celebrate 
Recovery Small 
Groups 

15 
12:00 PM—
Christmas Extrava-
ganza Rehearsal  
6:00 pm—Sister’s 
Gathering (Christmas 
Potluck)  

16 
     8:30 AM—Worship  
     9:45 AM—Sunday      
     School & Small     
     Groups  
     11:00 AM—Worship  
     7:00 PM—Christmas    
     Extravaganza  
  

17 
 

18 
7:00 AM—Prayer 
Meeting 
9:30am—Staff Meeting 
6:30 PM—Chancel 
Choir  
7:30 PM—Praise Band  
 

19 
    5:45—Dinner  
    6:15—8:00 PM      
    Christmas  
     Caroling  

20 
7:00 PM—Boy 
Scouts 
7:00 PM—Cub 
Scouts 

21 
5:45 PM—Celebrate 
Recovery Meal  
6:30 PM—Celebrate 
Recovery Worship 
7:30 PM—Celebrate 
Recovery Small 
Groups 
 

22 

23 
8:30 AM—Worship  
9:45 AM—Sunday 
School & Small Groups  
11:00 AM—Worship  
12:00 PM—Lunch Bunch  

24 
Christmas Eve  
6:00 PM—Family 
Service 
8:30 PM—Candlelit 
& Communion  
Service  
11:00 PM —Candlelit     
    & Communion  
        Service  

25 
Christmas Day 
Church Office Closed  
 

26 
Church Office Closed  
Newsletter Deadline 
for January’s edition 
of The Breeze is 
today!  

27 
7:00 PM—Boy 
Scouts 
7:00 PM—Cub 
Scouts 

28 
5:45 PM—Celebrate 
Recovery Meal  
6:30 PM—Celebrate 
Recovery Worship 
7:30 PM—Celebrate 
Recovery Small 
Groups 

29 

30 
8:30 AM—Worship  
9:45 AM—Sunday 
School & Small Groups  
11:00 AM—Worship  
 

31 
     New Year’s Eve  

1 
New Year’s Day 
Church Office Closed  
 

2 
 

3 
7:00 PM—Boy 
Scouts 
7:00 PM—Cub 
Scouts 

4 
5:45 PM—Celebrate 
Recovery Meal  
6:30 PM—Celebrate 
Recovery Worship 
7:30 PM—Celebrate 
Recovery Small 
Groups 

5 



PLEASE  
PLACE  
STAMP  
HERE 

Our Church Staff 
Rev. Bradley S. Dulaney  

Pastor  
pastor@redwoodumc.org 

Rev. Susan Hughes 
Minister of Community Outreach 

susan@redwoodumc.org 
Ashley Cundiff 

Director of Music Ministries 
ashley@redwoodumc.org 

Jessi Fortner 
Director of Children & Youth Ministries 

jessica@redwoodumc.org 
Cristen Anderson 

Administrative Assistant 
Cristen@redwoodumc.org 

Russ Crosier 
Treasurer 

treasurer@redwoodumc.org 
Lisa Edwards 

Pianist 
Stacey Sink 

Nursery Attendant 

Redwood United Methodist Church 
3001 Old Franklin Turnpike 
Rocky Mount, Virginia 24151 


