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The Compass
Red Hill Lutheran Church

Week of Sunday, July 30th, 2017
Sermon Series:  “Fighting the Good Fight: 1 Peter”

Sermon Title:  “Life in the Spirit”   1 Peter 4:7-11, John 15:1-11
Mark of Discipleship: Authentic Service (Serving Christ by serving our neighbor) 

  Day #1 – Monday, July 31st.  Read: 1 Peter 4:7-11, 1 Corinthians 12
The focus of the Compass this week will be on discovering how God has uniquely shaped you for ministry. We learned 

in the sermon that God has given all Christians “grace-gifts” that we are to use for the purpose of serving others and glori-
fying God. But Spiritual Gifts are only the beginning. God has given you a unique heart, abilities, personality and experi-
ences that all combine to “SHAPE” the real you. (Did you catch the acronym? Thank you, Rick Warren.) By identifying the 
specific traits you possess in each of these areas, the ministry God has designed you for will become much clearer. We’ll be 
looking at the Apostle Paul as an example for us.

Today we will focus on Spiritual Gifts. There are four primary passages in the New Testament that use the word “cha-
risma” to describe these grace-gifts that God has given to His people: 1 Peter 4, 1 Corinthians 12, Romans 12, and Ephesians 
4. These passages mention 20 unique “grace-gifts.” However, each of the Pauline texts gives the strong impression that the 
apostle is addressing an ad hoc situation. The lists appear as illustrative examples applied to the particular situation he is ad-
dressing. The gifts as such do not seem to be Paul’s primary concern. Therefore, we should not treat these lists as exhaustive 
and so we say there at least 20 Spiritual gifts. (These gifts can be found on the back of the Compass.) 

It’s important to note the difference between a Spiritual Gift and a natural talent. While both come from God, a Spiritual 
Gift is a special attribute given by the Holy Spirit to every member of the Body of Christ according to God’s grace for use 
within the context of the Body. Only Christians have Spiritual Gifts. We receive these gifts at our baptism and they are given 
to us by the Holy Spirit. We don’t choose our gifts and they are not for our benefit; they are the benefit of others and for 
the glory of God. We should also note that every Christian has at least one gift but no one receives all the gifts. Further, no 
single gift is given to all Christians.

The best way to discover your Spiritual Gifts is to follow the five “E’s”: Explore the possibilities. Read through the list 
and learn about the various gifts. Experiment with as many gifts as you can. It’s easier to discover your gifts through ministry 
than to discover your ministry through your gifts. You don’t know if you have a gift of teaching the faith unless you’ve done 
it. Examine your feelings. If you are energized and passionate when exercising a particular gift, it’s more likely you have 
that gift than if you didn’t feel this way. Evaluate your effectiveness. What are the results of you using this potential gift? 
Expect confirmation from the Body of Christ. Those in the church will affirm your gifts.

Paul tells us in 2 Timothy 1:11, “I was appointed a preacher and apostle and teacher.” While these are roles, they are 
connected to gifts that Paul mentions elsewhere – proclamation, apostleship, and teaching the faith. I think it’s fair to say 
that these gifts were affirmed by the church. This is what Paul was called (or “appointed”) to do. In the coming days, we’ll 
see how we can sharpen the focus of how he exercised these gifts in ministry.
Reflect and Pray: What are you gifted to do? Review the list of Spiritual Gifts and their brief descriptions on the back of 
the Compass. Which might apply to you?

  Day #2 – Tuesday, August 1st.  Read: Psalm 37:4, 1 Samuel 16:7, Matthew 12:34
The Bible uses the term “heart” to represent the center of your motivation, desires, and inclinations. Your heart deter-

mines why you say the things you do, why you feel the way you do, and why you act the way you do. In other words, your 
heart is the real you.

Physiologically, each of us has a unique heartbeat.  Each person has a slightly different pattern.  Likewise, God has 
given each of us a unique emotional “heartbeat” that races when we encounter activities, subjects, or circumstances that 
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interest us.  We instinctively feel deeply about some things and not about others. This God-given motivation serves as an 
internal guidance system for our lives.  It determines what your interests are, and what will bring you the most satisfaction 
and fulfillment.  It also motivates you to pursue certain activities, subjects, and environments.

God had a purpose in giving you your inborn interests.  In fact, your emotional heartbeat reveals a very important key 
to understanding God’s design and intention for your life. The Bible makes very clear that your heart was designed by God, 
but you make the choice to use it for good or evil, for selfish purposes or for service. What you care about deeply or what 
motivates you reveals where you might be called to serve. Gifts and abilities may determine what you do, but your heart will 
point you in the direction of whom to serve.  

We learn about Paul’s heart or passion in Romans 15:20: “And thus I make it my ambition to preach the gospel, not 
where Christ has already been named, lest I build on someone else’s foundation.” We know that he was called to preach, 
teach and oversee new ministries. Now we can see that Paul wants to go to new territories where the Gospel had never been 
preached. His heart is for the lost, so he will exercise his gifts in serving them.
Reflect and Pray: What do you love to do? Who do you care about the most? What is the cause you feel God wants you to 
help conquer for him? What is my ultimate dream for God’s kingdom?

  Day #3 – Wednesday, August 2nd.  Read: Exodus 31:1-11
One of the most common excuses people give for not getting involved in ministry is, “I just don’t have any abilities 

to offer.”  Nothing could be further from the truth.  Many national studies have proven that the average person possesses 
from five hundred to seven hundred different skills. Now, some of those skills may not seem like much – like tying your 
shoes. But if you can tie your shoes, you might be able to use that skill to help pre-schoolers who can’t! The key is match-
ing your abilities with the right ministry.

There are several other misconceptions about your talents or abilities. Not all skills must be learned by experience. 
There are a number of skills which seem to be inborn and develop very early in infancy.  When people say, “He just seems 
to have a natural talent for it”, it’s probably true. Also, not all skills are learned in the classroom. Most of your basic skills 
were probably learned at home or somewhere outside the classroom.

You may not even be aware of some of your skills. Like in gift-discovery, you need a process for discovering your 
abilities. The best way to find your skills is to try new things. You should also consider those things you do in everyday 
life, including skills that you use in the workplace, as potential areas of ministry. It’s highly likely that what you do in 
your day-to-day job can be used for ministry as well.

Paul didn’t just have Spiritual Gifts, he also had some abilities and skills. Acts 18:3-4 says of Paul, “And because 
he was of the same trade he stayed with them and worked, for they were tentmakers by trade. 4 And he reasoned in the 
synagogue every Sabbath, and tried to persuade Jews and Greeks.” Paul had a skill in tent-making. He was able to use this 
skill to support himself while he traveled to new places to preach the Gospel. He also used his skill of rhetoric to persuade 
others to see his side.
Reflect and Pray: What natural talents and skills do you have? What are your strengths?

  Day #4 – Thursday, August 3rd.  Read: Psalm 139:14-16
Let’s start today with a simple exercise. Grab a pen or pencil and write your name in the margin. Now write your 

name with the opposite hand. What did you notice? Well, unless your ambidextrous, you probably felt uncomfortable, it 
took extra time and effort, and you still did a lousy job. Why? Because writing with your opposite hand is not natural to 
you.

The same things are true when we try to minister in areas that are not suited to our personality.  God has wired your 
temperament in a unique way.  This factor is very important in matching you to the right ministry. It’s obvious that God 
has not used a cookie cutter to stamp out people in a process of uniformity.  He loves variety -- just look around!  And 
there is no “right” or “wrong” temperament.  We need all kinds of people in the Body of Christ.

While there are various types of inventories or tests to determine your personality or temperament, remember these 
are tools to help you know yourself better. For some, they are extremely helpful and reveal new things. To others, they 
don’t offer a whole lot of insight. The purpose of considering your personality, is to narrow down or focus how God might 
be calling you to serve. For example, both introverts and extroverts will have the Spiritual gift of Evangelism. However, 
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each will exercise this gift in a very different way. An introvert will use his gift in a more personal way with people he 
already knows. An extrovert might exercise her gift by calling on new people. One gift – two different ways of using it. 

Paul had a unique personality, just like everyone else! He reveals something about himself in Galatians 1:13-14: “You 
have heard of my former life in Judaism, how I persecuted the church of God violently and tried to destroy it. 14 And I was 
advancing in Judaism beyond many of my own age among my people, so extremely zealous was I for the traditions of 
my fathers.” Paul was zealous, an over-achiever, maybe even short-tempered. He was ambitious. We can see this at work 
in his life both before and after he became a Christian. Just as Paul was zealous to kill Christianity before his conversion, 
that’s how zealous he was to spread Christianity after.
Reflect and Pray: Where does my personality best suit me to serve? How am I “wired” and how does this fit with my 
gift-mix?

  Day #5 – Friday, August 4th.  Read: Romans 8:28, Philippians 1:12
One of the most overlooked factors in determining the ministry God has for you is your past experiences, particularly 

your hurts and problems you’ve overcome with God’s help.  Since our greatest life messages come out of our weaknesses, 
not our strengths, we should pay close attention to what we’ve learned in the “school of hard knocks”. It’s a bit cliché, but 
also true, that God never wastes a hurt. Paul understood this when he wrote to the Philippians. God wants us to be open to 
ministering to people who are groin through what we’ve been already been through.

In addition to our painful experiences, we have Spiritual experiences, educational experiences, and ministry experiences 
that can guide our ministry and mission. Our Spiritual experiences include how we came know Christ and what helped us 
grow in our faith. Our educational experiences include what we studied in school, what classes we took for continuing 
education, what books and subjects we’ve studied, etc. These experiences might uniquely qualify us to serve in a particular 
capacity.

Finally, our past ministry experiences tell us a lot about where God might be calling us to serve in the future. As I said at 
the beginning of the week, it’s easier to discover your gift through ministry than to discover your ministry through your gift.

The New Testament is full of Paul’s experiences. His Spiritual experiences included watching Stephen be stoned to 
death (Acts 8:1), his conversion on the Damascus Road (Acts 9:1-20), his three years of maturing in Arabia (Gal. 1:18), and 
the special vision he received from God (2 Cor. 12:2-7). His painful experiences can be found in 2 Cor. 11:24-28. He tells 
us about his upbringing and educational experiences in the Law in Acts 22:3. And his ministry experiences fill the pages of 
Acts and all his letters! All this shaped who he was and how God used Paul to serve others Glorify Him.
Reflect and Pray: What Spirtual experiences have you had? What educational experiences have you had? What painful 
experiences have you had? What ministry experiences have you had? How might God want to use these to serve others and 
glorify Him?

  Day #6 – Saturday, August 5th.  Read: Romans 9:20-21, Ephesians 2:8-10, 4:1-16
God has been molding and shaping you for ministry since you were born.  In ministry, function follows form. Your 

ministry will be most effective and fulfilling when you are using your Spiritual gifts and Abilities in the area of your Heart’s 
desire in a way that best expresses your Personality and Experience. Every believer is created, saved, called, gifted, autho-
rized, and commanded to minister. Paul says that this is the reason we were saved. 

We believe that the Holy Spirit has provided our church body with all the spiritually gifted people needed to do every-
thing He wants done.  Our task is to discover, enlist, train, and support these people in ministry. Membership in the church 
includes a commitment to ministry. Your primary ministry commitment should be in the area where you’re gifted.  Your 
secondary ministry includes serving in any other area of the body where you are needed. You are not ready for ministry until 
you are willing to serve anywhere.

Too often, people believe it is the role of the pastor to do the ministry. Actually, the Bible is clear that the role of the 
pastor is to equip the members for ministry. If you would like to learn more about discovering your SHAPE for ministry, we 
encourage you to take our 301 Class – Discovering God’s Vision for Your Life. You may also contact Pastor Joel directly 
for more help and guidance in your discovery.
Reflect and Pray: What’s your next step? If you aren’t currently serving, you should find a place to begin. If you’re cur-
rently serving, is this in your area of gifting? Pray about this and then ask for help and guidance if needed!



4

THE 20 SPIRITUAL GIFTS
1. Proclamation - Those with the spiritual gift of proclamation see the work and will of God in various events of the 

world, both large and small, and clearly communicate the meaning of these events to others.
2. Servanthood is a humble and an unpretentious way of thinking, being, and doing. Christians endowed with this gift 

minister without regard for recognition or public affirmation.
3. Teaching the Faith is the ability to clearly explain the Christian faith and equip individuals to apply it in their daily 

lives. Those who have this spiritual gift communicate with both words and actions-they live what they teach.
4. Encouragement – The gift of encouragement is the ability to inspire, comfort, motivate, strengthen, affirm, and be pres-

ent with others so that they can meet life’s challenges with confidence. 
5. Generosity – The gift of generosity enables some Christians to share joyfully and passionately what they have and who 

they are with others. Persons with this gift share time, money, abilities, and self freely and willingly.
6. Nurturing Leadership – Those with the gift of nurturing leadership lead by sheltering, guiding, modeling, and other 

parenting-type behavior. Nurturing leaders guide people where God would have them go and provide protection along 
the way. They promote the well-being and personal growth of those who look to them for leadership by advocating for 
them when necessary and by setting a good example.

7. Mercy – Christians endowed with the spiritual gift of mercy have an exceptional ability to perform acts of kindness and 
compassion to others. Those with this gift show mercy even to those undeserving of it. 

8. Wisdom – Christians gifted with wisdom have mature, skillful judgment. They see the ramifications of problems and 
then sift among possible alternatives to find solutions that are in accordance with God’s intentions. The gift of wisdom 
is the capacity to make godly choices and encourage others to do likewise. 

9. Knowing – The spiritual gift of knowing is having a deep, personal relationship with Jesus Christ and sharing the 
insights gained from it with others. Christians with this gift communicate much more than facts when they talk with 
people about Jesus. They share Jesus Christ in ways that make him personal and real to others.

10. Faith – The spiritual gift of faith is an unshakable trust and a deep conviction that God faithfully and reliably keeps 
promises. Christians with this gift have a profound belief and confidence in their relationship with Jesus that becomes 
an example for others. These individuals are endowed with the spiritual gift of faith in addition to the saving faith that 
all Christians have.

11. Healings – The spiritual gift of healings is the miraculous capacity to bring God’s healing to others, surpassing ordinary 
human experience. Christians with this gift don’t just apply therapeutic techniques – they are vessels for extraordinary 
power.

12. Miracles – Christians with the spiritual gift of miracles are able to do great and mighty deeds that transcend the laws of 
nature. In New Testament Greek this gift is energemata dunameon, literally translated as “operations of powers.”

13. Discernment – Christians with the gift of discernment protect the spiritual health of the body of Christ by distinguish-
ing true from false teachings, good from evil intentions, and right from wrong actions. The literal translation of the New 
Testament Greek words for this gift, diakrisis pneumaton, is “discernment of spirits.” 

14. Tongues – The spiritual gift of tongues is the ability to communicate verbally with God without using intelligible words. 
This speech can be unintelligible even to those who have the gift. The New Testament Greek words for this gift, gene 
glosson, mean “kinds of tongues,” suggesting that there are different manifestations of the gift.

15. Interpretation of Tongues – The spiritual gift of interpretation of tongues is the ability to understand and explain the 
ecstatic speech of those with the gift of tongues.

16. Apostleship – Christians with the spiritual gift of apostleship are God’s ambassadors to a number of congregations. 
They have the privilege and responsibility of spreading the faith, caring for and organizing churches, teaching about 
Christ, and directing mission efforts over large areas.

17. Helping – Christians with the spiritual gift of helping assist others with practical deeds, especially during critical times. 
Those with the gift of helping have an enhanced sense of compassion and willingness to tangibly support others, par-
ticularly those with whom they already have a relationship.

18. Visionary and Managing Leadership – The New Testament Greek word kubernesis originally referred to the work 
of a pilot or helmsman of a ship. The gift is sometimes translated as “administration,” which is less than the full sig-
nificance of kubernesis. Although this gift does include the ability to handle details, it particularly involves directing, 
governing, guiding, and setting a course.

19. Evangelism – Christians with the spiritual gift of evangelism share the Good News of salvation through Jesus Christ in 
natural and simple ways that touch people where they most need to experience God’s love. 

20. Shepherding – A Christian with the spiritual gift of shepherding gathers people together, demonstrates concern for their 
struggles and difficulties, protects them from trouble or harm, and keeps them close to Jesus. Shepherds look out for 
those under their care. 


