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  Day #1 – Monday, June 5th.  Read: All of 1 Peter
Yes, read the whole thing! I know this is probably more than what you might typically read for a daily devotion, but anytime 
you begin studying a book of the Bible as we will be doing this summer, it’s important to get a basic understanding of the 
author’s purpose by reading the whole thing. This is especially important when reading a letter. In the old days, when people 
used to write letters, would you read just one paragraph at a time? Of course not! You read the whole thing start to finish. 
That’s how this letter from Peter was intended to be read by his original audience.

Once you’ve read the letter, you begin to understand the purpose of Peter’s writing to these churches. He had received word 
in Rome that the Christians in Asia Minor were coming under terrible pressure to give up their faith. The evil one was trying 
to make their lives miserable because of their relationship with Christ. Peter wanted them to see that persecution and pain 
are not signs of failure, but are to be expected on the path to triumph with Christ. With the help of the Holy Spirit, they can 
be overcome and even turned into opportunities for growth and blessing.1

It is more than likely that Peter is writing after Jewish Christians were expelled from Rome by the emperor Claudius in 
A.D. 49. This edict of expulsion is known from ancient extra-biblical sources and reads: “He expelled from Rome the Jews 
constantly making disturbances at the instigation of Chrestus,” or “Since the Jews constantly made disturbances at the insti-
gation of Chrestus, he expelled them from Rome.” 

Although Chrestus was a common name among Roman slaves, signifying “good” or “useful,” it was not a recognized Jew-
ish name. The garbled reference to “Chrestus” is almost certainly evidence of the presence of Christians within the Jewish 
community of Rome. The confusion between Chrestus and Christus (“the Messiah”) is understandable, since in antiquity the 
distinction in spelling and pronunciation was negligible. There is every reason to believe that the source of the disruptions 
was the Jewish Christian preaching of a crucified Jesus as Messiah. We can well imagine members of the Jewish community 
being thrown into violent debate, and this attracting the unfavorable attention of the imperial authorities. Claudius issued a 
decree of expulsion affecting those most directly involved (i.e., those Jewish Christians labeled under the name of Chres-
tus). Insult, public abuse and the loss of property were normal under the conditions of a decree of expulsion.2 This was the 
historical context of Peter’s letter. Tomorrow we’ll study the theological foundation. 

  Day #2 – Tuesday, June 6th.  Read: 1 Peter 1:1-2, Exodus 24:3-8
Peter describes his audience as “elect exiles.” On the one hand, they were God’s chosen (“elect”) people, in that he had 
called them and they had responded (2:9). On the other hand, they were separate from their fellow human beings, resident 
aliens in a foreign land (2:11), committed to a different lifestyle and thought odd by their neighbors. Thus their actual way 
of life in a non-Christian and often hostile world symbolized their citizenship in God’s kingdom. Here then at the outset of 
the letter Peter fastens on the theme he will develop in the letter as a whole—the situation of Christians in an environment 
to which they do not belong and from which they may well expect an unsympathetic reaction. 

Christians in the world today may find themselves in a similar situation within some countries, but in others, even though 
the majority of the population may not be practicing Christians, they may on the whole be treated with toleration. In both 
cases they need to remember that they belong to God, steering the difficult path of not living in a worldly manner while at 
the same time bearing a loving witness in the world.

1 Jeske, M. A. (2002). James, Peter, John, Jude (pp. 66–68). Milwaukee, WI: Northwestern Pub. House.
2 Martin, R. P., & Davids, P. H. (Eds.). (1997). In Dictionary of the later New Testament and its developments (electronic ed., pp. 448–449). Downers 
Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press.
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This basic description of Christians as God’s chosen people is developed in a clear trinitarian structure. Three phrases 
indicate the origin, manner and goal of their election. The effect is to confirm that the readers are truly God’s people in a 
relationship that the hostile world cannot break.

First, their election took place because God the Father foreknew them. This does not mean that God chose them because 
he knew in advance that they would respond to his call, but simply that God took the initiative and chose them before they 
had done anything to deserve it. Whether this also means that God determined how they would respond is a moot point on 
which theologians disagree.

Second, God’s acceptance of them was brought about by the Holy Spirit who transferred them out of the sphere of evil into 
that of God, with all that this implied for their behavior. Right from the beginning of their Christian experience the Spirit 
was active in their lives to set God’s seal on them as his people and to initiate the new way of life that should characterize 
the children of God.

Third, the purpose of God’s act was that they should show obedience inasmuch as they had been consecrated to Jesus Christ. 
Just as the covenant between God and Israel was sealed by a ritual in which the people were sprinkled with the blood of a 
sacrifice (Ex 24:7–8), so Christians can be regarded as dedicated to God by being sprinkled with the blood of Jesus. Their 
acceptance by faith of his death as an atoning sacrifice for them means that they are bound to him and will express this fact 
by obeying his commands. 3

It is the passionate desire of each person of the Holy Trinity that everyone who heard or read Peter’s message would be 
gathered into God’s family, for obedience to Jesus Christ. To make those life-changing things possible, the Father decreed 
them from eternity by his divine foreknowledge; the Son sacrificed himself on the cross and sprinkled the people with his 
own blood for the forgiveness of their sins; and the Spirit through Word, water, and supper worked “sanctifying,” that is, he 
began transforming their lives to conform to his instead of to the devil’s.

  Day #3 – Wednesday, June 7th.  Read: 1 Peter 1:3-5
As was said yesterday, Peter writes a letter of hope. The hope he proclaims is not a false hope or a mere wish. We sometimes 
“hope against hope” because we do not really expect what we hope for. But Peter writes of a sure hope, a hope that holds 
the future in the present because it is anchored in the past. Peter hopes for God’s salvation, God’s deliverance from sin and 
death. His hope is sure, because God has already accomplished his salvation in the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the 
dead.

The resurrection of Jesus was a life-changing reality for Peter. When Jesus died on the cross, it was the end of all Peter’s 
hopes. He knew only bitter sorrow for his own denials. But Jesus did not stay dead. On that Easter morning Peter learned 
from the women of the empty tomb and the message of the angels. He went running to the tomb and saw its evidence. Jesus 
remembered Peter and appeared to him even before he came to eat with the disciples in the upper room. Hope was reborn 
in Peter’s heart with the sight of his living Lord.

Now Peter writes to praise God for that living hope. The resurrection did much more than give Peter a second chance. The 
resurrection crowned the victory of Christ, his victory for Peter, and for those to whom he writes. At the right hand of the 
Father Jesus rules until the day that he will come to restore and renew all things. With the resurrection of Jesus and his 
entrance into glory, a new age has begun. Peter now waits for the day when Jesus will be revealed from heaven (1:7, 13). 
Peter’s living hope is Jesus.

Christ’s resurrection spells hope for us not just because he lives, but because, by God’s mercy, we live. By the resurrection 
of Christ, God has given life, not only to him, but to us. God has made us his children in order to give us new life and an 
inheritance. Again, Peter uses Old Testament language and imagery to make his point.

When God gave the land of Canaan to Israel as an inheritance, he gave every tribe and family an inheritance, with the lasting 
right of ownership. While they wandered in the wilderness, they were sustained by the promise of their inheritance. Like 
Israel in the wilderness, the New Testament people of God are aliens and pilgrims. They make their way through a world 
that is becoming more hostile. Yet they are not wandering beggars, cast off from their possessions. They hold a sure title to 
the inheritance God has given them.

3 Marshall, I. H. (1991). 1 Peter (1 Pe 1:1). Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press.
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Our hope is sure, for nothing can happen to our inheritance. Unlike the land of Canaan, which was sometimes ravaged and 
destroyed by invading armies, our inheritance can never perish. Because of Israel’s disobedience, God declared that they had 
defiled the land. But our inheritance can never be defiled. And while their inheritance suffered drought, and the “grass with-
ers and the flowers fall”, our inheritance is perennial. Israel received the earthly foreshadowing; we receive the heavenly 
fulfilment. Because our inheritance is in heaven, nothing on earth can alter or destroy it.

  Day #4 – Thursday, June 8th.  Read: 1 Peter 1:6-7
Peter is now dealing with the heart of his concern in writing this letter. He wants to assure Christians of their hope as they 
face trials. He now gives three reasons why we can not only endure trials, but rejoice in hope in the midst of trials. The first 
reason is that our hope in Christ points us beyond the trials. Our troubles last only for a little while; our hope in Christ is 
forever. Peter returns to this theme when he writes the conclusion of the letter (5:10). Jesus himself endured the cross and 
despised the shame because of the joy that was set before him.

In the second place, our faith is actually strengthened through the very sufferings that we endure. Peter has declared that God 
keeps us for glory by faith. Our faith, then, must continue to the end of our life-long pilgrimage. If our faith is to endure, 
it must be purified and stress-tested. Like gold it must pass through the furnace (verse 7). Trials should not surprise us, or 
cause us to doubt God’s faithfulness. Rather, we should actually be glad for them. God sends trials to strengthen our trust in 
him so that our faith will not fail. Our trials keep us trusting; they burn away our self-confidence and drive us to our Saviour. 

Thirdly, the outcome of our suffering will be joy. We know that when Jesus comes, he will bring far more than an end to 
suffering; he will bring his reward of blessing. Paul writes that “this light momentary affliction is preparing for us an eternal 
weight of glory beyond all comparison.” (2 Cor. 4:17) Our present sufferings cannot be compared to the glory that will be 
revealed in us. Peter, too, speaks of the crown of glory that does not fade away, that we will receive when Christ comes (5:4). 
Our faith will then be found to be precious, for by it we (and he) will receive praise, glory and honor (1:7). 

  Day #5 – Friday, June 9th.  Read: 1 Peter 1:8-9
Peter has proclaimed that the Christian life is one of hope despite the fact that our future salvation is not yet revealed. It is 
also a life of rejoicing despite present suffering, the testing of our faith. Here he adds that it is a life of believing despite not 
yet seeing the Savior. 

This last comment brings out the intensely personal character of Christian faith. What matters in the end is not so much the 
fact of future salvation or of future praise but rather the hope of seeing Christ. Unlike the original eyewitnesses (including 
Peter himself) the readers have never seen Christ in the flesh. Despite this they love him. Here is the deepest expression of 
the Christian’s relationship to Christ. It goes beyond feeling personal emotional ties and expresses a commitment similar to 
that expressed by the word believe, but also includes the warmth of the personal emotion that the believer has for Christ in 
response to the love which Christ first showed to the believer.

Peter adds somewhat loosely that Christians are already receiving the goal of their faith, their salvation. If salvation is future 
in 1:5, here Peter speaks of it as something that believers receive here and now. The picture of the Christian life presented 
by Peter in these opening verses is characterized by hope in what God will do in the future. Christians, he says, look forward 
to salvation in the world to come. Their lives ought to have a forward-looking and other-worldly dimension that is often 
lacking among contemporary Christians. 

As we go through 1 Peter, we will, of course, need to keep in mind Peter’s attitude toward the existing world. But we already 
note that Peter’s strong stress on the future does also address questions to us. There is both a “now” and “not yet” dimension 
to our faith. While we believe in the future hope of the resurrection, we are to live as new creations now. True, the salvation 
of our souls in the last day is the goal of our faith. Yet we are already experiencing that salvation. 

Because Jesus has already come, in the flesh and in the Holy Spirit, the kingdom of God has already come. Our hope is real-
ized: we know Jesus. But because Jesus is coming again, the kingdom of God is yet to come, and the goal of our faith is still 
future. Christians live in a future that is already present, not just in imagination or expectation, but in realization: the reality 
of Christ’s presence in the Spirit.4

4 Clowney, E. P. (1988). The message of 1 Peter: the way of the cross (pp. 51–55). Leicester, England; Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press.
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  Day #6 – Saturday, June 10th.  Read: 1 Peter 1:10-12
Even a casual reading of the Old Testament prophets reminds us of their vision of glory. That vision stands out against the 
history of Israel. God promised Abraham that his descendants would be blessed, and would be a blessing to the nations. God 
did redeem and bless Israel. Solomon could say, when the temple was dedicated, that all God’s promises of blessing had 
been kept. He looked for the nations to be drawn to pray at God’s temple, and asked God to hear those prayers. But the glory 
that filled Solomon’s temple did not remain. Solomon himself turned his back on the house of God to dedicate a shrine to 
Chemosh on the Mount of Olives. Idolatry brought God’s judgment: the glory departed from the house of the Lord. Where 
the glory cloud had rested, the smoke of destruction pillared upward. Israel in the north, then Judah in the south, went into 
captivity.

The message of the prophets pronounces God’s judgment on the sin of his people, but it does not stop with judgment. The 
final vision of the Old Testament is not of dry bones in death valley. Rather, it is renewal beyond conceiving. The prophets 
picture the restoration of all that had been lost: the land, the temple, the sacrifices, the priesthood. But the restoration does 
not look back to recover the past; it looks forward to God’s final renewal. God’s fulfilment will transform everything. Not 
only will the remnant of Judah and Israel be gathered, but the remnant of the Gentiles will be gathered with them. Not just 
Israel, but Egypt and Assyria will be called the people of God. Eden will be restored, and more: God will make a new cre-
ation where peace will be universal and darkness will be gone.

This incredible glory can come only because the God of glory will come. The Lord God will appear in order to save his 
people and renew creation. The coming of the Lord is joined to the coming of the Angel of the Lord, and to the coming of 
the Messiah, the Servant of the Lord.7 On the mount of transfiguration Peter saw the glory of the Lord shine from the face of 
Jesus, the Son and Servant of God. Now Peter looks for the return of Christ in glory to finish his fulfilment of the promise 
of the prophets.

The pattern of sufferings and glory has profound meaning for the church. Our suffering is not a sign that Christ has betrayed 
us, or that he is no longer Lord; rather it is a sign of our fellowship with the risen Lord who first suffered for us. Suffering, 
indeed, becomes a sign of the glory that is to follow. But Peter is not announcing a general principle that those who look for 
reward must be prepared to pay in suffering. The prophets did not enunciate a principle: they predicted the sufferings and 
glory of the one who is himself the Lord. Christ is the end of prophecy, the goal of history. He is not one example of suffer-
ings and glory among many; his is the suffering that brought salvation, his is the glory that brings the new creation. Jesus is 
therefore not simply the one of whom the prophets speak; he is the one who speaks through the prophets. The prophets spoke 
as they were moved by the Holy Spirit. The Spirit of God who inspired them is the Spirit of Christ. Not only does prophecy 
bear witness to Jesus, but Jesus bears witness through prophecy. The incarnate Lord is the true witness; the eternal Word is 
the source of the prophetic testimony.

The same Spirit of Christ, sent from his ascended glory, now fills the apostles who preach the prophecies come true. One 
Lord through the ages, one great plan of salvation, one revealed message, heralded by the prophets of old and now an-
nounced by the apostles of Christ—all is focused on the lordship of Jesus Christ. 5

5 Clowney, E. P. (1988). The message of 1 Peter: the way of the cross (pp. 56–60). Leicester, England; Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press.


