
Pastor Greg and the Radiant Team would like to wish you a Merry Christmas! We are excited to offer you 
this devotional and it is our hope that it equips you to bring Jesus into your homes, conversations, and 
traditions this year. We encourage you to look it over and make it your own – use as much or as little as 
you think will work for your family. 
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GETTING STARTED
“This is the confidence we have in approaching God: that if we ask anything according to his will, he hears us.” 
 – 1 John 5:14

We can confidently approach God – and invite him to be part of our devotional time. After all, Jesus is our guest 
of honor. Praise God for all that he has done and ask Him to bless your time together. Pray for freedom from 
distractions, and for everyone to receive the greatest gift of all – the peace and joy that Christ came to give us!

Connection Question:
Share with your family the one thing you love the most about Christmas.
Share your most favorite memories of Christmas.

Where do I find Christmas? The Story of our Savior’s birth
The scriptures below narrate the birth of our Lord and Savior. Take time to read the different perspectives we find 
in the books of Matthew and Luke.

Luke 1:26-38 – The Birth of Jesus foretold

Matthew 1:18-25 – Joseph Accepts Jesus as His Son

Luke 2:1-20 – The Birth of Jesus

Matthew 2:1-12 – The Wise Men seek the King

go DEEPer:
The following are some questions designed to create fun and meaningful discussions for you and your family on 
this Christmas Day. 

1. Read Luke 1:30 and Matthew 1:20. In these scriptures an angel comes to both Mary and Joseph and says to  
 them; “do not be afraid.” Share something that you are afraid of. Have you ever asked Jesus to help you 
 overcome that fear? 

Faith in Action: Pass out paper and pencils to everyone. Encourage each person to write down the things that 
cause them to be fearful and anxious. Read Psalm 34:4 – and pray that God would help deliver you of your fears 
and anxieties. Discuss what to do with those lists of fears (i.e. tear them up, burn them, throw them away, etc.).

2. Mary had every right to question God’s call on her life. She was young, scholars believe her to be between13-15  
 years old. She was poor and uneducated. But she responded to his call, and said yes to God! Do you ever feel  
 unworthy to serve God? Why?

Faith in Action: Read John 3:16 and Jeremiah 29:11. Take a few minutes to share with your family what you 
might like to do for God. Then take time to encourage each other by sharing the God given gifts and talents you 
see in one another.
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3. Let’s take a minute to think about the birth of Jesus. Do you think this is how Mary and Joseph always dreamed  
 their first child would be born? Outside when there was no room for them in the Inn. No family. No doctor. 
 Surrounded by animals. We all have this picture of what Christmas is supposed to look like. We have gifts that  
 we hope to receive, things that we want to do, and people we do (or don’t) want to visit. However, things don’t  
 always turn out the way we want. In Luke 2:19 we read, “But Mary, treasured up these things and pondered  
 them in her heart.” Despite the complete chaos and disappointing circumstance, Mary found the joy in her  
 situation. How do you react when things don’t go as you planned? How can we be more like Mary and ponder  
 all that the Lord has done for us – despite our circumstances?

Faith in action: Take time to focus on all the good things God has done for you this year. 
 a. Game time: Sit in a circle and choose someone to begin. Take turns going around and sharing something  
  you are thankful for. Don’t repeat something that has already been said. Keep going until someone runs  
  out of ideas! 
 
 b. Make a list or start a gratitude journal that you can add to each year – praising God for everything he did  
  that year and asking Him to bless the year to come.

4. In Matthew 2:11 we see the Magi (Wise men) giving gifts to Jesus. Gold was very valuable and symbolized  
 royalty. Frankincense was rare incense that was burned at the altar in worship of God and symbolized divinity.  
 Lastly, Myrrh was a very valuable perfume that was used in the burial process to prevent the bad smell and  
 was symbolic of the death of Jesus. It may seem like there isn’t any gift we can give Jesus, but that’s not true.  
 We can offer forgiveness to those who have hurt us, show love and compassion to those in need, and glorify  
 God every step of the way! Take time to talk about these types of gifts – and what you can do for Jesus! 

Faith in Action:  We can give Jesus a gift this Christmas! 
 a. A random act of kindness can change someone’s whole outlook on the season. Over the course of the next  
  couple days, find something to do for a neighbor, family member or complete stranger to show the love  
  of Christ. It could be as simple as taking in their garbage cans, taking the time to clean up their yard, or  
  baking cookies for them. Buy coffee for a stranger, give up your place in line, etc. There are also so many  
  great places here in our community to serve (i.e. food banks, homeless shelters, nursing homes, etc.).  
  Show those around you that the love of Christ extends past December 25th!

 b. Have a birthday party for Jesus. Make him a cake and/or birthday cards. Get dressed up. Decorate. Sing.  
  Dance. Laugh. Have a party! We have reason to celebrate – the savior was born! 

Things that make you go Hmmmm…. Interesting Christmas Facts
All the gifts in the Twelve Days of Christmas would equal 364 gifts

The “true love” mentioned in the song “Twelve Days of Christmas” does not refer to a romantic couple, but the 
Catholic Church’s code for God. The person who receives the gifts represents someone who has accepted that 
code. For example, the “partridge in a pear tree” represents Christ. The “two turtledoves” represent the Old and 
New Testaments.

Christmas is a contraction of “Christ’s Mass,” which is derived from the Old English Cristes mæsse (first recorded 
in 1038). The letter “X” in Greek is the first letter of Christ, and “Xmas” has been used as an abbreviation for 
Christmas since the mid 1500s

In A.D. 350, Pope Julius I, bishop of Rome, proclaimed December 25 the official celebration date for the birthday 
of Christ



Communion

At Radiant Church we believe that communion is meant to be celebrated at home as well as church. This sheet 
will give you some guidelines to make it a meaningful celebration with your family.

What is communion?
Communion is the regular remembrance and celebration of the Lord’s sacrificial death. The breaking and eating 
of bread has to do with Christ’s body being broken on the cross. The drinking from the cup has to do with the 
shedding of Christ’s blood, whereby we are forgiven (Matthew 26:26-18; 1 Corinthians 23-24).

What is the purpose of communion?
There are four primary purposes of communion; worship, celebration, remembrance and reflection. 
We worship Jesus and celebrate the forgiveness of our sins and the new life and relationship that we have in Him. 
We remember the sacrifice Jesus made for us and take time to thank him for all that He has done. Lastly, we take 
time to reflect and examine our relationship with the Lord and others. See 1 Corinthians 11:23-32.

Where and how often should we celebrate communion?
That is completely up to you. We think it’s a good idea to celebrate communion on a regular basis just as we see 
the church do in acts 2:42-47. Just make sure you make it special every time. Don’t allow it to become routine.

Who can take communion?
Anyone who has a personal relationship with Jesus. This means it is possible that some members of your family 
may not want to participate. Be sure not to make them feel awkward if they are not ready.

Who can serve communion?
Anyone can! We think it’s a good idea for the spiritual head of the household to serve communion but anyone 
who is a believer and feels called to lead should be encouraged.

How can we serve communion?
There are many ways to serve communion. The Bible doesn’t dictate a certain method, so feel free to be 
creative! The important thing to remember is that it’s a time of worship, celebration, remembrance and reflection. 
Enjoy it and you’ll see you and your family grow in your relationship with Jesus.

Here’s an example of how to serve communion. 
You can use crackers or a loaf of bread with some grape juice.

1. Distribute the crackers/bread & juice to each person. If you are using an uncut loaf of bread pass it around and 
    allow each person to tear off a small piece.  

2. Take time to read some passages of scripture that remind us of Jesus’ death. Here are some suggestions.  
    (Psalm 22, Isaiah 53, John 19, 1 Corinthians 15:1-8, Gal 2:16-21, Eph 2:1-10, Phi 2:1-11). 

3. Now read 1 Corinthians 11:23-24 & eat the bread then read 1 Corinthians 11:25 and drink the juice.  

4. Close with prayer and give thanks for what God has done.  

We hope that this helps you and your family enjoy a very special celebration together. Just remember, this is only 
a guideline. The method is not as important as the heart behind it. Should you have any questions please reach 
out to us at groups@radiantchurch.com or visit us in the connect center on the weekend.


