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Upcoming
Events
6/3--FUMC, Denver City
6/9--Prison Ministry
Training, Tahoka
6/15--Father's Day Celebration @ Shinnery Oaks
Community, Denver City
6/16--Epiphany Visit w/
Juveniles
6/23--Lion's Club Regional Governors' Luncheon, Ropesville
6/24--FUMC, Brownfield
7/7--Guest Speaker for
CPC Staff Training, Lubbock
7/8--Worship Leading @
Trinity Church, Lubbock;
1st Service
7/9-7/12--VBS FUMC,
Denver City
7/15--Worship Leading
@ Trinity Church, Lubbock; 1st Service
7/21--Epiphany Visit w/
Juveniles
8/4--Community Revival
@ FBC Denver City
8/18--Epiphany Visit w/
Juveniles
8/5,12,19--Kingdom
Safari for New Kid Community Training, Denver
City

Greetings from Chris & Lisa
“Religion that God our Father accepts as pure and faultless is this:
to look after orphans and widows in their distress and to keep
oneself from being polluted by the world.” --James 1:27 (NIV)
After a year and a half of the LORD patiently and kindly
replacing our plans for providingLIFE.org with His plans,
it seems a simple theme has emerged for this season: “to look after orphans and widows in their distress….”

PART ONE: THE WIDOWS
I, Lisa, will be transparent and tell you that I was
totally unprepared, pretty unwilling and thoroughly
unexcited regarding the first direction the LORD
spoke to us—to minister to the lonely and forgotten
in nursing homes. For as long as I can remember, I
have had an EXTREME aversion to nursing homes! In
my limited experience (due to my aversion), nursing
homes smelled bad and were full of scary, yelling,
old people with whom I felt I had no way of meeting
their needs and very little skill at making conversation with them—not to mention the fact that my
voice is in a frequency range that hearing aids don’t
seem to register! In short, nursing homes made me
uncomfortable and I preferred to just ignore their
existence and pray that I never had to live in one,
much less spend time visiting one.
Chris, on the other hand, grew up participating in
nursing home ministry with his parents and loved
it! All he had to do was find a piano, and within 5
minutes of playing their beloved old hymns, he was
(and is) the darling favorite of all who live there. I
tease him that he has it “easy”—he doesn’t even
have to try and make conversation. He simply sits
down at a piano and his hands and voice automatically become instruments of the LORD to minister
joy and peace to all who hear. Even though I tease
him about this, I am so grateful that the LORD has
blessed him
with these talents and for the
many doors
those giftings
open for us to
share God’s
love!!!

We were ministering in Colorado last summer when
the LORD gave us this new direction, and within a
week of returning home we sought out the nearest
nursing home to us—in a little town about twenty
miles away. We had spent hours discussing and
praying about this new adventure—What was nursing home ministry supposed to look like? What
would we do? Hold a weekly service? Is that what
they really need? How would I get past my fear of
not knowing how to talk to the residents? And how
would we go about gaining the trust of a staff who
didn’t know us? Would we even be allowed to do
anything? Would the families and the residents
trust us, or just view us as odd strangers? LORD,
what do YOU want us to do??? An answer came
through a book that we were reading together on
the long drive home from the mountains—He
wanted us to go and sit with them, listen to them
and learn from them. Huh, ok. Go sit. Sit??? Not
the easiest thing for two “doers” to hear.
We decided we would start by introducing ourselves
to the Activities Director and offering to volunteer. (The “go sit” thing still hadn’t really registered
with us.) As only God can do, we walked out of the
building that day totally amazed at the faithfulness
of our God to open doors before us. The Activities
Director, upon hearing that we were former pastors
recently moved to the area, promptly introduced us
to the Administrator who informed us that he was
needing a part-time chaplain and would we consider
filling the position?--so much for the hurdle of “lack
of trust.” We didn’t personally need a title (We are
so over needing a title!), but we did feel that we
needed legitimacy with the staff, residents and their
families to have an open door to minister to them.
(continued on p. 2)

New Friends

(“Widows” Cont. from p.1)

Here’s a few of the new friends
we’ve made. Check out our
photo gallery section on the
website to see more.

We tried to come up with a plan of what days we could offer to be at this particular nursing home and
still allow time for travel as the Lord directed. Once again, God surprised us when the Administrator told
us he would prefer that we not lock down any specific day or time, but just drop by a few times each
week and then be on call in case a resident went into the hospital or a family needed us when their loved
one passed away. Total freedom, flexibility and access! Yea, God!!!
Not only have we been able to develop ongoing relationships with the residents and staff at this particular home, but the Lord has opened doors for us to share His love in several other nursing homes around
the West Texas and Eastern New Mexico area as well. What an amazing God we serve!

All Smiles!

Enjoying Music Together in NM

Board Game Buddies

So many more stories are coming forth from this new adventure in our
lives, but we wanted to let you in on the beginning of the adventure. We are being abundantly blessed and are learning so much from
those WE went to minister TO—funny how it works that way! We are
still learning how to just “sit”—I think it has to do in part with learning
to allow God’s presence to minister through us, instead of always relying on our talents, personalities and abilities to minister for us. It is also
very much about learning to rely on the Holy Spirit and constantly ask Him, “How do YOU want me to
handle this?” “What do YOU want me to say?” Making conversation is still a big hurdle for me. And no
matter how loud I yell, some of them still cannot hear my voice, but MY “deaf-ears” are healing. We are
learning to hear the soft voice of our Beloved tell us what HE wants us to say, to whom we need to offer
our touch on HIS behalf, and who we need to just go and sit with for a while. What a privilege! What an
adventure!

"'Come, you who are blessed by my Father; take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world. For I was hungry and
you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to
drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, I needed clothes and you
clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was in prison and you came
to visit me.' Then the righteous will answer him, 'Lord, when did we see you
hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you something to drink? When did
we see you a stranger and invite you in, or needing clothes and clothe
you? When did we see you sick or in prison and go to visit you?' The King
will reply, 'Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these
brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.'" (Matt. 25:34b-40)
The first direction God led us in was to nursing home facilities. The second, to incarcerated juveniles through the Texas Epiphany Organization. As varied as these two
groups seem, there are "lonely" and “forgotten," hurting people in both groups.

PART TWO: THE ORPHANS
Sharing Communion

Hymn Singing in Lubbock

Many of these juvenile offenders are not "orphans" in the biological sense of
the word, but they are spiritual ones. Most of them grew up "fatherless" and
without anyone in their lives to point them to Christ and be a Christian example
for them. After sitting with them and listening to their stories, we weren't surprised at all that they had ended up in jail, since that's the example many of
their family members set before them. Some of them literally were forced into
gangs and gang activity in order to survive. Others simply made bad choices (haven't we all) and actually
got caught. Regardless of what brought them there, each of the young men we've met and have spent
time with have one thing in common: they are hungry for love.
(continued on p. 3)
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Teaching Kids

(“Orphans” Cont. from p.2)
This past March, we were given the incredible opportunity to serve as worship leaders for an Epiphany weekend in a West Texas Juvenile Justice Center. For those not familiar with the Epiphany Ministry, it is very similar to a "Walk to Emmaus" weekend and the Kairos Prison Ministry. The mission of the Texas Epiphany Ministry is
to: "...facilitate change in the lives of young men
and women incarcerated in juvenile justice facilities." Their goal is to manifest God's love to these
youth through a three-day short course in Christianity and an ongoing follow-up process. Twice a
year, the local branch that we serve with holds
these ministry "retreats" to introduce Christ to
these young people
and build relationship with
them. Then as follow-up, through
letters and monthly
"Reunion" meetings,
we continue to offer
encouragement and
support for their
lives and their faith
in Christ. At the
retreat we served on
in March, 14 young
men either accepted
Christ for the first time, or renewed their relationship with Him. It was amazing to watch these
young men genuinely respond to the love of God
being showered on them that weekend! It is an
even greater blessing to have continual contact
with them and see them begin to grow as new
Christians. We can't wait to see them each month
and hug their necks!

room, behind everyone. I (Lisa) will never forget
the sight of young men, one-by-one beginning to
stand up, raise their hands to God and sing at the
top of their lungs, "My chains are gone! I've been
set free! My God, My Savior, has ransomed
me...." It is an image forever engraved on my
mind. A living object lesson of the powerful grace
and undeserved mercy of our God and the true
freedom we have in Christ!

So, that is an update on providingLIFE's ministry
direction and some of what we've been doing. He
has sent us to provide His LIFE to the lonely and
forgotten in nursing homes and prisons. He is
teaching us to "sit"
and let His Presence
in us be "present" in
their lives. What an
honor! Some have
probably questioned our sanity
(and possibly even
our ability to hear
from the Lord) in
leaving traditional
pastoral ministry
over the last year
and a half. To
some, I suppose,
going from being the Senior Pastor of a thriving
church to hanging out at nursing homes and being
team members of a jail ministry would appear to
be a "down-grade." We see it as just
the opposite! We feel we've been "promoted" to a
position that allows us to seek out and focus our
time and energy on sharing God's love with hurting
people. We view it as a privilege that our days are
filled with doing what we love most--loving
on people. Thank You, Lord! What a blessing! Not
In addition to building relationships with the boys
and pouring out "Agape" on them, Chris and I were only that, the LORD has allowed us the privilege of
able to use our God-given musical giftings to minis- doing the second thing we love most--leading othter to them during the Epiphany Retreat. Remem- ers in worship and teaching His Word at various
churches and events around the area. How good
ber what happened when Paul and Silas began to
sing praises to God while chained in prison? Chains God is to us! Thank you for your prayers and supwere broken! Freedom accessible! In conjunction port as we continue this journey!
with a knowledge of the love of God and the truth
of who He is, PRAISE BREAKS CHAINS! We saw it
happen in these young men's spirits. At one point,
we were leading worship from the back of the

Blessings,

Chris & Lisa

On a monthly basis we have the
privilege of teaching a group of
preschoolers about the Fruit of
the Spirit during a special
chapel. We would like to thank
Trudy Farr for sharing her amazing creative talents in remaking
our puppet stage , Robbie Garrett
for donating some of our puppets,
and Sally Scott for helping Gentle
Ben be so hug-able and loveable!

Cindy, Derik & Chris sharing a lesson

Ollie the Chimp meets new friends

Having Fun with the Talking Board

The Kingdom Safari Friends

Our Deepest Gratitude
We continue to be in awe of the ways the LORD provides for our needs and allows us to continue to minister to the
"lonely and forgotten." Thank you to those of you who support us in our calling. We are so grateful for your generosity and support! Many of the places we go are not places where we would receive a love offering or sell a CD, so your
contributions are what literally help us pay for our food and gas and keep us going! May the LORD return your generosity a hundred-fold and bless you greatly on our behalf!
Our hearts desire is to provide ministry free of charge to those pastors, smaller churches & communities that desperately need some encouragement, but do not have the budget to bring someone in to help. If the LORD leads you to
financially partner with us in this ministry, your gifts would be greatly appreciated! There are currently TWO ways that
you can donate:
Make your check payable to "DCFUMC" then mail it directly to Providing Life, P.O. Box 1047, Plains, TX 79355.
(This is our partnering 501c3 non-profit church and you will receive a contribution statement from them with a record of your giving for tax credit purposes at the end of the year.)
You may also visit the “Partners” page on our website which will allow you to make a donation using your credit
card through PayPal. However, any donations made using this process are not tax deductible at this time.

Prayer Request

Available CD’s

Chris is currently recording his new solo piano CD entitled,
"Simply Hymns: Songs of the Cross." Please be in prayer
for him that the LORD’s anointing will cover this project.

GLORIFY
Chris & Lisa’s Duet Album. A vocal worship
offering accompanied by piano. $15
SIMPLY TRUST
An uninterrupted hour of piano worship
music for prayer and meditation. $15

Some songs included on this album are:
At Calvary
When I Survey The Wondrous Cross
Are You Washed In The Blood
The Old Rugged Cross

Projected Release Date Summer 2012

HEALING THROUGH THE WORD
Chris reads scriptures on healing with his
original piano music in the background. $12
ALONE IN HIS PRESENCE
A simple live worship session with Chris recorded several years ago. $12

Available on our website:
Purchase CD’s
Listen to samples of music

Hear full-length teaching messages
View our photo-albums

