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All of us are outraged and sullen 
in spirit as a result of the decision 
of the Ferguson, MO grand jury's 
decision to not indict Officer 
Darren Wilson for murdering 18 
year old, unarmed Michael Brown.

The reaction of those who decided to 
express their disgust and outrage by 
burning down buildings and resorting to 
other violent acts is indefensible. A news 
commentator indicated that some persons 
were heard saying, ”Let’s burn this  b.… 
down”. As offensive as this mindset is, 
and as objectionable as these acts were, to 
me, it is understandable.

It is understandable when you consider 
that there appears to be an all out assault 
on young, unarmed African-American 
males in this country. Trayvon Martin was 
approached by an armed man who, 
according to taped conversation, spotted 
him as he was going home and walked 
upon him and shot him to death. Trayvon 
was simply guilty of being black in the 
right place at the wrong time.

There are other examples and we are 
supposed to believe that these young men 
deserved to die because a white man shot 
them. This issue is compounded by the 
fact that the stench of racism is so thick 
and heavy in the socio-political air that it 
angers one to think about it.

Suffice it to say that our young people are 
justified in their anger. What they lack is 
an appropriate way to express it. I 
consider their anger to be Holy Rage.  It is 
holy because they have the right cause and 
the right motives (misguided as their 
reactions were). 

Our young people are angry because they 
do not know that they live in an 
anti-black society. Unlike previous 

generations of black people, they live in an 
open society. They can go to
predominantly white schools, eat in any 
restaurant and sleep in any hotel. But 
irrespective of this reality, they get the 
feeling that something is not quite right, 
and they don't know what it is, or how to 
explain it.

So, when they get hassled by the cops for 
no reason, or when their friend or family 
member gets shot to death and there is no 
logical explanation, they don't understand 
and they need answers. It’s called being 
black in America.

We owe it to our young people to dispel 
the illusion! This is not a post-racial 
society. This is a racist society. The tragedy 
is that we have not taught our young 
people how to be black in America.

We have to teach them how we and 
generations before us dealt with a racist 
America. We were not taught to burn
down our communities. We were taught to 
go to school and be better than the best!

It is only by excelling in every sphere of 
life that we will be prepared to confront 
the system in order to transform the 
system.  It is only by getting mad as heck 
and doing something positive that our 
youth will learn the lesson of how our 
foremothers and forefathers dealt  
with racism. 

Holy Rage is getting mad enough to do 
something to make the situation better.
Furguson is a wake up call to recognize 
that racism is still alive and our young 
people need to prepare themselves to  
deal with it! 
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President, PNBC

HOLY RAGE:  
LET'S BURN THIS B…. DOWN!
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