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Foundation

December 2009 marks the 

25th anniversary of Prince 

of Peace Catholic Church 

in Hoover, Alabama. As we celebrate 

this milestone in the parish’s history, 

we look back at the events that have 

helped form this faith community and 

that have brought us to this auspicious 

occasion. 

On December 3, 1984 the late 

Bishop Joseph Vath issued a Decree of 

Erection to establish a new parish to 

serve the growing Catholic population 

in South Jefferson and North Shelby 

counties in Alabama. 

Bishop Vath appointed Reverend 

Jeremiah Deasy as the pastor of this 

new parish on December 15, 1984. 

Father Deasy came to this new par-

ish from St. Cecelia Parish in Jasper, 

Alabama. 

Interestingly, upon his departure 

from St. Cecilia, Father Deasy was in-

structed to turn over the parish books 

“in the presence of Episcopal Vicar 

(Dean) Rev. John Fallon”. Many years 

later, the same Reverend John Fallon 

would become the second pastor of 

this newly established parish. 

St. Peter the Apostle Church in 

Hoover was instrumental in the estab-

lishment of the new parish. As some 

of the boundaries for this new parish 

were within those previously assigned 

to St. Peter, many of the new parish’s 

members came from St. Peter. Addi-

tionally, St. Peter generously extended 

use of its facilities to the new parish 

and offered a home in the rectory to 

Father Deasy. 

In his invitation to the first meet-

ing of the new parish, Father Deasy 

wrote, “We have received much from 

our Church, now we are being asked 

to share our time and talents for the 

building up of God’s Kingdom in 

this area.” That meeting was held on 

February 5th, 1985 at 7:30 pm in the 

Fireside Room at St. Peter’s. The meet-

ing would lay the foundation for the 

welcoming spirit of the parish, a par-

ish that would serve both the spiritual 

and social needs of all who joined. 

Father Deasy encouraged the active 

participation of all parish members 

and beseeched the use of their God-

given talents to help build the parish. 

At the first meeting, committees 

were established to name the parish 

and to study the property that the 

Diocese then held for this new parish: 

20 acres of land located on Highway 

150 near Sulphur Springs Road and 

I-459 in Hoover that were purchased 

by the Diocese in 1978. 

All of the families in the new par-

ish were invited to participate in the 

parish naming process. Each family 

was asked to select two names on an 

initial ballot; the five names receiving 
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the success of that campaign, Ac-

tive Building Contractors of Pelham 

contracted with Prince of Peace on 

December 15, 1987. The total cost for 

this first phase of construction was 

$735,000.

On January 17, 1988 Monsignor 

Michael Sexton presided over the 

Groundbreaking Ceremony for Prince 

of Peace Catholic Church. The first 

parish buildings were dedicated by 

Bishop Raymond Boland on October 

30, 1988. This event was the first of 

its kind for Bishop Boland since his 

ordination and installation as Bishop 

of the Diocese. 

The community that had taken 

root nearly four years earlier when it 

was designated as the new parish now 

had a permanent home from which 

to take flight with its growing wings. 

A statement from the Dedication 

Ceremony reads, “In the building of 

a church structure, we have become 

Church – a faith-filled community 

of believers who pray for continued 

blessings as we continue our journey 

as disciples and evangelizers.”

The following excerpt from the 

Dedication Ceremony booklet pro-

vides insight into the foundations of 

the parish: “All altar furnishings and 

vessels were designed and hand crafted 

locally, to have an air of dignity and 

simplicity. The Architecture harmo-

nizes well with the beautiful natural 

surroundings to embrace a restful and 

hospitable space in which to praise 

God, whether in communal prayer, 

song, silence, or a walk through the 

woods. This leads us to conclude that 

this sacred space, having been named 

for the Prince of Peace, has been most 

appropriate.”

the most votes were presented on a 

final ballot. The final five names from 

which families chose the parish name 

were: Christ the King, St. Luke, St. 

Jude, St. Matthew and Prince of Peace. 

On April 27, 1985 the first Mass 

of the Prince of Peace community was 

held at St. Peter’s Church at 6:30 pm 

followed by a potluck dinner. Thereaf-

ter, Mass for the Prince of Peace com-

munity was held on Saturday evenings 

at the same time. 

The Prince of Peace community 

began to grow steadily as news of the 

new parish spread to potential mem-

bers. New parishioners came to the 

parish through invitations to par-

ticipate in home Masses, picnics and 

socials. 

In December, 1985, a year after 

establishment of the parish, Bishop 

Vath redefined the original boundaries 

to embrace a larger area. The purpose 

of this was to make the establishment 

of the new parish more feasible and to 

alleviate the overcrowding at some of 

the established churches in the area. 

As the parish took root in the 

community the need arose for facili-

ties of its own. In June, 1986 Prince of 

Peace acquired its first, and temporary, 

home in the Clearbrook Office Build-

ing at 2170 Clearbrook Road in Bluff 

Park. The parish contracted for use of 

a 3,000 square foot space which was 

renovated to include space for wor-

ship, a kitchen and an office area. 

On Sunday, June 8, 1986, eigh-

teen months after the Decree of Erec-

tion for this parish, Prince of Peace 

celebrated the first Mass in its own 

space at 9:30 am. 

During 1987 the Diocese of 

Birmingham exchanged the 20 acres 

on Highway 150 and Sulphur Springs 

Road for 24 acres owned by US Steel. 

That property was located on the 

south side of Sulphur Springs Road 

between Shades Crest Road and 

Al Seier Road. This is the property 

on which Prince of Peace Catholic 

Church was first erected and it has 

been the foundation for the parish’s 

growth for more than twenty years. 

Buildiing 

The roots of Prince of Peace 

parish were firmly established 

in Hoover by early 1987. 

Anticipating growth in the area and in 

the number of parishioners, Prince of 

Peace began development of plans for 

a permanent home for the parish. The 

Master Plan for Prince of Peace was 

developed by architect David Peacher 

& Associates. The Plan anticipated 

future needs and expected growth and 

included: a large permanent church, 

chapel, social hall, meeting rooms, 

office space, rectory and possibly a 

recreation building, school complex 

and ball fields. 

The first phase of construction 

for Prince of Peace included approxi-

mately 10,000 square feet of space. 

That space would house a worship 

area suitable for 400 people, a meeting 

room that could be divided into two 

classrooms, a kitchen, a nursery room, 

office space, restrooms and parking 

for 100 cars. 

Bids for construction were re-

quested beginning in April, 1987. The 

Building Fund drive, kicked off on 

Building Fund Sunday, May 17, 1987, 

sought to raise the funding needed to 

commence construction. Thanks to 
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The chairs that are currently used 

in Deasy Hall are those originally used 

in the church. Pews were not installed 

in the worship space so as to allow for 

multiple uses of the room. Oftentimes 

when Mass ended, chairs were moved 

aside to make room for parish socials 

and other functions. While now re-

covered, those chairs date back to the 

very origins of the church. 

During the spring of 1990 a 

“trail of faith” was added to the par-

ish grounds by members of the church. 

These Stations of the Cross were lov-

ingly used for the first time during that 

Lenten Season. 

After the establishment of a 

spiritual home for the parishioners of 

Prince of Peace, the parish set about 

to establish a home for the pastor and 

those who would minister to the needs 

of the parish. The original rectory 

for Prince of Peace, located on Valley 

Street in Birmingham, was purchased 

for $78,900 in March, 1991. 

As the parish expanded to more 

than 300 families, so did the need to 

realize more of the parish’s Master 

Plan. Aztec Construction of Birming-

ham built the second phase of the 

parish facilities in 1991 for a cost of 

$282,000. The church offices were 

expanded and classrooms that were to 

be used for Religious Education were 

added. On June 23, 1991 a Mass and 

Blessing of this Catechetical Center at 

Prince of Peace were presided over by 

Bishop Raymond Boland.

Prince of Peace experienced the 

gracious use of St. Peter’s facilities in 

the parish’s formative period, so the 

parish was honored to extend that 

same welcome to another parish in 

its infancy. St. Luke Hwang Korean 

Catholic Community was formed in 

Birmingham in 1995. The congrega-

tion held most of its services and con-

ducted business from a small home in 

the area however, on the occasions of 

large celebrations and special services 

they were welcomed into the sanctu-

ary at Prince of Peace. 

During the fall of 1995 the Par-

ish conducted a survey of parishioners 

inquiring about all aspects of parish 

activities. Survey findings indicated 

that parishioners wanted a new church 

building and other facilities and they 

were willing to financially support 

such an endeavor. A building commit-

tee was formed to review the survey 

results, initiate a plan for construction 

and work with the Finance Commit-

tee to develop cost estimates for the 

proposed construction. Prince of Peace 

Parish was comprised of more than 

625 registered families in 1997 when a 

vigorous capital campaign for the new 

construction began. 

On May 31, 1998, parishioners 

once again gathered, for a Ground-

breaking Ceremony. This major 

renovation and expansion at Prince 

of Peace included a new church and 

gathering area, new classrooms, a 

new kitchen and additional parking 

facilities, utilities and storm drainage. 

Renovation and repurposing of the 

original church and facilities was also 

planned. Architectural plans for this 

expansion and renovation were under-

taken by Bailey-Corley & Associates, 

Inc. The project’s general contractor 

was Gary C. Wyatt, Inc. The total cost 

of the project was $6 million.

In July, 1998 the more than 700 

families of Prince of Peace Parish 

welcomed a new pastor, Father John 

Fallon. In addition to continuing the 

advancement of the faith community 

at Prince of Peace, Father Fallon was 

charged with oversight of the cam-

paign for building funds as well as the 

completion of the new church. 

With construction under way 

and the parish programs continuing to 

evolve, Prince of Peace continued to 

grow in numbers. Registered families 

numbered 835 in 1999 and more than 

1,000 by the year 2000. 

The Prince of Peace community 

has long been blessed with a diverse 

population. Parishioners have come 

from all over the United States and 

from many corners of the world. With 

C a t H o l i C  P a R i S H
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that diversity was born the desire to 

enable the growing Hispanic popula-

tion at Prince of Peace to worship 

and enjoy the fellowship of their 

church family in their native language 

and with their rich traditions, dress 

and music. In 1999, Prince of Peace 

began offering a weekly Hispanic 

Mass and added a Hispanic Deacon, 

Jose Vazquez, to the ministry staff. 

By 2000, more than 300 parishioners 

were participating in the weekly His-

panic Masses.

In addition to offering expanded 

space for religious education pro-

grams, the new education building 

at Prince of Peace would be home to 

Jefferson County’s first new Catholic 

School in more than 40 years. Begin-

ning in February of 2000, Connie 

Angstadt, principal of the new school 

to be opened at Prince of Peace, began 

registering students for the following 

fall. 

On April 30th, 2000 at 4:00 pm 

parishioners were honored to wel-

come Bishop David Foley as he joined 

Fathers Fallon and Deasy to celebrate 

the Mass and Dedication of the new 

Prince of Peace church and educa-

tion building. Prince of Peace Parish 

was now home to the largest Catholic 

sanctuary in Birmingham with seating 

for 1,100 people. 

In the booklet commemorating 

the occasion, Father Fallon summed 

up much of the dedication that 

brought the parish to that point in 

its history when he wrote, “Today is 

a time of dancing for Prince of Peace 

Church. This building is the outcome 

of the vision of this congregation. It is 

the product of many sacrifices. It is a 

human work and represents a human 

need met. This dedication today is a 

testament to our need for communal 

worship, our holy compulsion to sup-

port one another and to bear collective 

witness to the God who loves us all. 

We come together today as a 

faith community to witness, praise, 

and affirm each other. This spirit of 

reaching out, so evident in the par-

ish since its inception, will hopefully 

continue.”

After the Mass and Dedication, 

a reception with heavy hors d’oeuvres 

was shared in the new Deasy Hall. As 

part of the construction, the original 

sanctuary was remodeled into a fel-

lowship hall and renamed for the par-

ish’s founding pastor, Father Jeremiah 

Deasy. Father Deasy viewed fellowship 

as one way of sharing Christ’s love 

and he strongly encouraged fellow-

ship in parish life. The surprise for 

Father Deasy was a way to honor his 

dedication to Prince of Peace and his 

welcoming spirit. 

Prince of Peace Catholic School 

opened its doors to children in Kinder-

garten through 2nd grade in August, 

2000. The school also welcomed 

preschoolers from ages two through 

four. The original religious education 

classrooms in the Catechetical Center 

were renovated to house a Mother’s 

Day Out program for children ages 6 

to 24 months. A total of 140 children 

were registered for the programs. 

Membership in Prince of Peace 

had swelled to more than 1,300 

families by 2002. The blessing of more 

parishioners brought with it increased 

demands on parish facilities and pro-

grams. After prayerful planning, sur-

veys and significant consultation, the 

“Together We Build” capital campaign 

was undertaken to finance the expan-

sion of the parish facilities in order 

to keep pace with the changing and 

growing needs of our membership. 

As stated in the campaign materials, 

“By giving our youth and children a 

flourishing spiritual home, we ensure 

a strong faith foundation for future 

generations.”

As great as the need was for 

additional facilities for the growing 

parish, so was the need for an addi-

tional resource to minister to the needs 

of the parishioners. Thankfully, in 

2002 the parish had purchased a new 

rectory which would provide adequate 

housing for two parish priests. In July, 

2003 Prince of Peace welcomed Father 

Henry McDaid, a priest retiring to 

P R i n C E  o F  P E a C E
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the area, to the parish. Father Mc-

Daid is an active participant in parish 

life, ministering to the needs of the 

community, and offering Masses and 

spiritual guidance. 

Thanks to the success of the 

“Together We Build” campaign, Prince 

of Peace held yet another ground-

breaking ceremony on September 21, 

2003 at 9:45 am. Bishop David Foley 

presided over the ceremony in which 

work began on the new Parish Activi-

ties Center and Education Space. 

During the fall of 2003, Jim 

Atkinson, a founding member of 

the Prince of Peace community and 

dedicated member of the Building 

Committee since 1985, retired from 

his career. Since that time, the par-

ish has been blessed by Jim’s near 

full-time volunteer work overseeing 

all construction projects and provid-

ing daily consulting and hands-on 

work throughout the Prince of Peace 

campus. 

Architectural design for these fa-

cilities as well as updates for the long 

range and master planning was again 

provided by Bailey-Corley & Associ-

ates, Inc. and the project’s general 

contractor was Gary C. Wyatt, Inc. 

The total cost of the project was just 

over $5 million. 

On September 12, 2004, the 

fourth phase of development at Prince 

of Peace was dedicated by Bishop 

David Foley. An open house through-

out the new facilities followed the 

celebratory Mass. The new building 

housed a gymnasium, youth ministry 

room, a preschool, kitchen and multi-

purpose rooms, classrooms and a 

library. These facilities enabled Prince 

of Peace to more fully commit to the 

spiritual and intellectual development 

of the children and young people who 

will carry on our Faith traditions and 

continue the mission of the Parish. 

In keeping with the parish’s com-

mitment to the children, the Mother’s 

Day Out program was separated from 

the school in order for each entity to 

fully focus on its unique needs. The 

Adventure Ark Playschool was opened 

for children ages six months through 

two years in fully renovated class-

rooms that had been originally used 

for parish Religious Education. These 

rooms also serve as the parish nurs-

ery for Sunday Masses, Wednesday 

evening education programs and the 

MOMS group meetings. 

During the late summer of 2005, 

the parish conducted a survey of 

parishioners to determine their level of 

interest in adding a Columbarium to 

the parish grounds. With an over-

whelming percentage of parishioners 

in favor of the project and with many 

of them intent on securing space for 

themselves or their loved ones, con-

struction of the Columbarium began 

in the fall of 2006. The architect for 

the project was CTSM Architects, Inc. 

(formerly Bailey-Corley & Associates, 

Inc.) and the builder was Gary C. 

Wyatt, Inc. 

The parish Columbarium offers 

parishioners the opportunity to have 

their final resting place within the par-

ish that was the center of their spiri-

tual life. Parishioners enter the church 

at the Baptismal font and then face 

forward toward the altar of our Lord 

Jesus Christ. It is fitting then that the 

end of a parishioner’s “Circle of Life” 

may be in the Columbarium which is 

located just beyond the altar. Blessing 

and dedication of the Columbarium 

was held on Sunday, February 4, 2007 

following the 8:30 am Mass. Father 

Fallon officiated and a reception for 

all parishioners and invited guests 

was held in Deasy Hall. Fittingly, the 

parish’s original Stations of the Cross, 

the “trail of faith”, have been incorpo-

rated into the Columbarium. 

During 2006, the number of 

families registered at Prince of Peace 

topped more than 1,600. 

While the number of children 

participating in programs at Prince of 

Peace continued to increase, facilities 

for outdoor recreation were limited 

to small playgrounds located behind 

the church building and the parish 

multi-purpose room. During the sum-

mer of 2006 a large playground fitted 

with climbing equipment was added 

to the Prince of Peace grounds at the 

far end of the school building. The 

playground and accompanying fence 

were built by the parents of children 

involved with Prince of Peace. Another 

small playground for the Adventure 

Ark playschool was added during the 

summer of 2007. 

Use of the parish offices, so-

cial rooms and kitchen increased as 

membership in the parish and activi-

ties grew. During 2007 and 2008 the 

parish kitchen, multipurpose room, 

offices and Deasy Hall underwent 

some minor renovations and a face-

lift. These changes provided a more 

functional use of the facilities and a 

welcoming environment for all those 

who visit Prince of Peace. 

Continuing parish and school 

growth facilitated the need for ad-

ditional educational facilities. During 

the winter of 2009 Duncan & Thomp-

C a t H o l i C  P a R i S H
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son began renovation and expan-

sion work that had been designed by 

CTSM Architects, Inc. The former 

school cafeteria/multi-purpose rooms 

were renovated and turned into mid-

dle school classrooms, a meeting room 

was redesigned as the school’s Spanish 

room and a new school cafeteria, com-

plete with a stage, and an art room 

were added to the building. The new 

facilities were presented during the 

school’s Open House on Sunday, April 

5, 2009. The total cost for renovations 

and additions was $900,000. 

Parish registrations numbered 

more than 2,000 families by the spring 

of 2009. As a result, parking during 

holidays and parish events had be-

come troublesome at times. Additional 

parking and an entrance to the church 

grounds off Sulphur Springs Road 

were added by Richards & Sons. 

The Hispanic community within 

Prince of Peace has grown to encom-

pass more than 250 families and more 

than 700 people. The community 

holds an elaborate celebration of Our 

Lady of Guadalupe each December 

and in 2009 welcomed a new deacon, 

Andres Rodriguez.

Richards & Sons returned to 

Prince of Peace during the fall of 

2009 to add a ball field to the parish 

grounds. 

Since its inception, Prince of 

Peace Parish has been blessed with 

parishioners who are dedicated to its 

growth, both in numbers and in facili-

ties and they have given generously to 

these endeavors. It is because of that 

dedication and the generosity of so 

many that the parish is now blessed 

with a beautiful home that is well ap-

pointed to meet the needs of its family. 

EduCation

Religious education, service to 

the community and fellowship 

were among the basic tenets 

held by the founding parishioners at 

Prince of Peace and which hold true 

today. 

Prince of Peace’s commitment 

to the children of the parish has long 

been a priority. From the early days 

of the parish where the nursery was 

essentially an oversized broom closet 

to today’s multiple options for child-

care and education, the children have 

been a guiding factor in planning and 

parish progress. 

By September of 1986, just three 

months after establishing operations 

in the Clearbrook building, Religious 

Education classes were under way 

under the guidance of Susan Lohr, the 

parish’s first Coordinator of Religious 

Education. Due to space limitations in 

the Clearbrook building many of the 

first Religious Education classes were 

held in parishioners’ homes. 

The parish welcomed Kathleen 

Dunne as the Director of Religious Ed-

ucation in May 1989. Throughout her 

tenure at Prince of Peace, the religious 

education programs have expanded 

to offer programs to children begin-

ning at age three through elementary, 

middle and high school. A program 

directed at children with special needs 

was instituted in 2007 and has grown 

in services offered and number of en-

rollees each year since. Megan Everett 

joined the Prince of Peace staff in 

2008 and became the parish Director 

of Religious Education in 2009. 

In recent years, annual enroll-

ment in the parish’s Religious Educa-

tion programs for children and youth 

has grown to more than 800. Those 

students are supported by more than 

80 volunteers.  Currently, the His-

panic community has more than 150 

children enrolled in the Sunday school 

program.

Vacation Bible School is a popu-

lar annual event among both children 

and parents at Prince of Peace. The 

parish explodes with games, arts and 

crafts, music and worship as more 

than 280 children on average partici-

pate in the week-long program sup-

ported by 200 adults and teen helpers. 

A highlight of the week is always the 

children’s concert presented at the 

conclusion of the event. 

As is common with a growing 

community, some of the original tradi-

tions have not lasted the test of time 

and growth. Today’s First Eucharist 

candidates no longer make their 

own sacramental bread in the parish 

kitchens and now they, rather than 

the entire parish, partake of the Seder 

meal. What remains true are the par-

ish’s dedication to sharing our Faith 

traditions and teaching our children, 

the future of the Church, our guiding 

principles and values. 

Religious education at Prince of 

Peace is not limited to the children 

and the youth of the parish. From 

the first class of three in 1988 to the 

most recent of three dozen, the RCIA 

program has welcomed more than 600 

people to the Church. Other education 

programs for adults in the parish have 

developed and grown as well. In ad-

dition to RCIA, the programs include 

Adult Bible Study, W.O.W. (Women 

P R i n C E  o F  P E a C E
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of Worship), Vibrant Body Sessions, 

Marriage and Baptismal prepara-

tion and a variety of education series. 

Among the Hispanic parishioners, 60 

are in Adult Education and 10-15 an-

nually participate in RCIA. 

The intellectual education of our 

children is a priority for parishioners 

as well and Prince of Peace School is 

celebrating its 10th anniversary with 

the 2009-2010 year. After opening 

its doors in 2000, the school added 

a grade each year through the 2006-

2007 school year when all grades, 

preschool through 8th, were open. 

The school currently enrolls more than 

350 students and has graduated 50 

students with another 24 in the cur-

rent 8th grade class. 

Beginning in 2001, Prince of 

Peace parish added a Sports Com-

mittee in order to enable the youth 

of the parish to participate in safe, 

supervised sports in a Christian envi-

ronment. Soccer was the first sport of-

fered and today the Sports Committee 

oversees participation in soccer, volley-

ball, basketball and cheerleading. 

The education programs at 

Prince of Peace have grown to meet 

the needs of the expanding parishioner 

base and the diversity of those people. 

In some cases, the programs have been 

the impetus for parishioners coming to 

Prince of Peace. These programs pro-

vide spiritual and intellectual educa-

tion not only for the participants but 

also for those who work with them. 

MiniStRiES 

In the first meeting of the “new 

parish” in February 1985, Father 

Deasy emphasized the importance 

of not only building a new church, but 

also building “community”. He told 

the founding members that God gives 

everyone gifts, and that he was confi-

dent that members of the new parish 

would come to share their gifts and to 

do whatever was needed to build the 

new parish. Prince of Peace parishio-

ners have embraced that concept of 

community and have strived to be an 

active, vibrant one which embraces 

diversity of interests and welcomes all. 

Parishioners who are inter-

ested in working directly with parish 

operations have the opportunity to 

participate on a variety of committees 

including: Pastoral Council, Building 

and Grounds, Finance, Communica-

tions, Welcoming and Linens. Those 

who wish to share their gifts within 

the worship services may participate 

in the Liturgy Committee, serve as 

Lectors, Eucharistic Ministers, Ushers 

or Altar Servers or may participate 

in the Adult or Youth Choirs. Others 

may assist with Weddings, Baptisms or 

Funerals. 

Service to our own parishioners 

as well as those outside of the com-

munity has been a pillar of Prince of 

Peace since its inception. Throughout 

the years, service and care groups have 

grown to include Prayer Chain, Seam-

less Garment, Hope Ministry, Ministry 

of the Sick, Knights of Columbus, 

Ladies Auxiliary and Caring Needles. 

Throughout the history of the parish, 

Bread and Roses teams have served 

countless meals to the homeless. The 

Christians in Action have coordinated 

community outreach that includes Bir-

mingham Ministries, Alabama Arise, 

Habitat for Humanity and the com-

munity of Vredenburgh. 

During the fall of 1986 Sr. Debo-

rah Everson of Benedictine community 

in Cullman became Prince of Peace’s 

pastoral minister. Sr. Everson had 

spent three weeks conducting a health 

study in Vredenburgh, a small, pov-

erty-stricken town in South Alabama. 

She had “fallen in love” with the town 

and its people and promised herself to 

not forget them in her ministry. Under 

her leadership and that of four other 

parishioners, Prince of Peace “adopt-

ed” the Town of Vredenburgh and its 

81 families. On December 13, 1986, 

12 vehicles transported 351 wrapped 

Christmas gifts and other donations to 

Vredenburgh. That began a tradition 

that continues today. In addition, over 

the years parishioners have donated 

school supplies and Easter baskets to 

the community and Prince of Peace 

was involved with construction of a 

playground for the children of Vreden-

burgh. 

Fellowship, the need for belong-

ing and being involved, has helped 

grow Prince of Peace into the sup-

portive, warm and vibrant community 

that it is today. As previously noted, 

Father Deasy encouraged fellowship 

among parishioners and that has only 

been extended by Fathers Fallon and 

McDaid. Countless are the parishio-

ners who have been encouraged to 

join a ministry, asked to contribute or, 

in some cases, start one of their own! 

From the early days of the parish 

when the Church, with rearrangement 

of a few chairs, became the social 

C a t H o l i C  P a R i S H
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hall to today when parishioners are 

spilling out of even the ample space in 

the gym, Prince of Peace has enjoyed 

an active social life. Small picnics at 

Oak Mountain have given way to 

the annual Parish Picnic on church 

grounds. The quaint Coffee Houses 

originally held in what is now Deasy 

Hall conceded to the growth 

of the parish. The annual 

Christmas party has become 

a highly anticipated event. 

The lines of “social” 

and “service” may blur with-

in a parish group. Those pre-

viously mentioned that may 

be geared toward service 

also offer a wonderful social 

outlet and genuine fellow-

ship. Those that are geared 

toward support among those 

of similar circumstances have 

driven incredible service 

campaigns as well. Prince of 

Peace is blessed with a num-

ber of social/support groups 

like those; they include: 

Women’s Guild, Newly 

Marrieds, Young Families, 

Group, M.O.M.S. (Ministry 

of Mothers Sharing), Non-

Married Group and the 

Working Women’s Group. 

Prince of Peace mem-

bers have the opportunity 

for involvement on a variety of levels 

and within their own areas of interest. 

From parish operations to community 

service and outreach to social venues, 

there truly is “something for every-

one”. 

all aRE WElCoME

From its quiet beginnings with a 

few dozen families in borrowed 

space to the beautiful and still 

growing campus that today houses 

this community, Prince of Peace has 

planted its roots deeply in the com-

munity and it has spread its wings 

to enfold more than 2,000 families. 

Roughly 56 of the originally registered 

families remain with Prince of Peace. 

It is the people of the parish who give 

of themselves and their resources, who 

participate in the work of the church 

and who share with their faith family 

that have built Prince of Peace into the 

community that it is today.

While the story of Prince of 

Peace is indeed one of growth and 

rejoicing, it is also a story of loss and 

grief. Our parish has said goodbye 

to dear friends who have 

moved to other parts and 

to those who have gone to 

live with our Lord. Some 

of those who have died 

have lived long, fruitful 

lives while others have been 

taken from us much too 

soon. Our parish is blessed 

to have known all of those 

who have gone before us 

and we grieve at their loss.

The community of 

Prince of Peace has gath-

ered together from within 

Alabama, from across the 

country and from around 

the world. We are young 

and old, men and women 

of diverse races and back-

grounds. We are new to 

the community or we 

represent new generations 

of our founding members. 

From wherever we come, 

we all come together with 

a common Faith, a desire 

for strong community and to be fed 

with the Word and at the Table of our 

Lord. In this place, so lovingly estab-

lished 25 years ago, that has grown 

through the time, talents and treasures 

of all its parishioners, it truly is that 

All Are Welcome.

Let us build a house where love can dwell

 And all can safely live

A place where saints and children tell

 How hearts learn to forgive

Built of hopes and dreams and visions

 Rock of faith and vault of grace

Here the love of Christ shall end divisions

 All are welcome, all are welcome

All are welcome in this place

— maRty haugen
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