
From the Front Porch Director 
2013 in review 
By Joel Drenckpohl

        This year has been an amazing one 
here at Front Porch. We continue to marvel 
at the growth of  the ministry and the 
transformation that is taking place in the 
lives of  students. During the course of  the 
past 12 months, not only have our numbers 
of  students involved in the ministry increased 
dramatically, but even more exciting, the 
depth of  relationship has grown. Our Coffee 
House has become a place that ministers to 
hundreds of  students every day through our 
acceptance and desire to love people without 
an agenda. Our Wednesday Night 
community meal and discussion times has 
grown from 40 in the spring to an average of  
70 this fall. And Front Porch Life, which is a 
more intimate place for students to know and 
be known, has grown to around 20. 
        With our welcoming environment, we 
are reaching students of  all different faith 

traditions or those with none at all. We 
regularly have atheists, agnostics, and people 
of  other mainline religions who frequent our 
coffee house and Wednesday nights because 
they enjoy the community that they find 
here: a community that seeks to love people 
how Jesus would. This fall on the popular 
Cal Poly SLO Confessions Facebook page, 
the following confession was made: “I am 
agnostic and I love going to the Front 
Porch.” It is a ministry that meets students 
where they are. Another student summed up 
our ministry in a thank you letter saying: “As 
an incoming freshman this is EXACTLY the 
type of  place I needed…I love the way this 
place exemplifies Christ…I love the way you 
and the others that volunteer exemplify 
humility and real service.”

Front Porch is a 
ministry of the 
Presbytery of 
Santa Barbara in 
partnership with 
First Presbyterian 
Church, San Luis 
Obispo
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        Front Porch believes that God is constantly at 
work in the world around us, and one of  our tasks is 
to take the time to discern how we can best come 
along side that work. One of  the ways we encourage 
such thinking is to take students out of  their typical 
daily routine to have their view of  God expanded 
through Spring Mission Trips. This past spring, we 
took a team of  13 to Masaya, Nicaragua, with 
Student’s International. This trip reminded us of  the 
importance of  two things. One, we regularly need to 
have the framework we have constructed for God 
shattered because God is so much bigger than any 
framework we could ever create. And two, we need 

to allow ourselves the space and time to have our 
heart broken by the very things that break the heart 
of  God. Our culture is too quick to brush over the 
places of  pain and grief  in our life; we avoid going 
to those places altogether. But we believe it is in 
those very places where God is at work and inviting 
us to be a part of  that work. We need to be 
reminded that although God is bigger and greater 
than anything we could ever imagine, this very same 
God chose to enter into solidarity with humanity in 
all of  their pain and suffering. This is what we are 
called to do wherever we find ourselves.

Mission Trip: Nicaragua 

Masava, Nicaragua 
Front Porch Mission Trip - Spring 2013
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2013 Changes 
Facilities 
        With the increased number 
of  students frequenting Front 
Porch, we realized that we needed 
to be creative with how to 
accommodate the need for more 
space. So this summer, a 
significant amount of  time was 
spent revamping the upstairs of  
the Front Porch facility. One 
change was turning a storage 
room into a cozy study loft able to 
provide study space for 8 students 
comfortably. The other major 
change was to the larger room 

upstairs known as the Library. We 
put a beautiful, handcrafted, long 
table in the center of  the room 
surrounded by individual desks 
around the perimeter of  the 
room. The major addition was 
having a wall-to-wall permanent 
bookshelf  installed complete with 
a rolling ladder. These changes to 
the Library increased our capacity 
in that room from 10 students to 
around 17. Not only was more 
space made in these two areas, but 
the upstairs has now become a 
destination of  choice similar to 
the main room downstairs. 

2013 Changes 
Program 
        One significant change we 
made this year was to what had 
been the traditional Wednesday 
Night at Front Porch. In years 
past, this evening had consisted 
of  eating a meal, singing worship 
songs, and having a 30-45 minute 
time of  teaching. What we 
observed over the course of  the 
winter and spring quarters was an 
increased number of  people 
coming to the meal portion of  the 
evening, with only a handful of  
people sticking around for the 
singing and teaching. It was an 
awkward transition for many of  
the people we were hoping would 
stay. After observing this for two 
quarters, it was determined that 
we were trying to accomplish two 
different values of  the ministry in 
one single event. We valued 
outreach, which is what the meal 
promotes, and we valued 
discipleship.  
	 So, we kept Wednesday 
Night as our “outreach” evening 
with a meal and decided to get rid 
of  the singing and lengthy 
teaching time. Instead, we 

substituted it with trivia and a well 
facilitated time of  discussion 
centered around the teachings of  
Jesus. Instead of  using this time to 
“teach,” we provided a space for 
students to share their thoughts 
and ideas with others.  
	 We then moved our time 
of  discipleship to Sunday 
evenings. This is a small group of  
people who are serious about 
wanting to follow Jesus, and who 

are intentionally being invested in 
by Joel and his wife Kristi. This 
group has essentially become a 
part of  their family. They share 
their lives with each other. It 
includes a weekly gathering for a 
small group of  students and 
mentors in the Drenckpohl home 
for a meal, singing, taking a look 
at scripture together, and sharing 
the stories of  their lives with one 
another. 
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Front Porch Camping Trips 
Big Sur, California 

Bike Night 
Downtown San Luis Obispo 
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        The purpose of the Front Porch Ministry Council is to 
facilitate the success of Front Porch ministries. We work to 
assist Front Porch to fulfill its mission and vision through 
support and supervision of the Front Porch Director and 
administration of ministry finances and facilities.!
         As we recall the highlights of 2013, it is useful for us to 
reflect on the mission statement and vision statement of 
Front Porch.   !
        Our mission statement reads as follows: Front Porch is 
established to engage university students with the gospel of 
Jesus Christ and provide them with personal encouragement, 
programs, and resources to foster development of a Christian 
world view—a perspective on life and thought that meets the 
intellectual challenges of university life and personal 
challenges of contemporary culture—giving hope and 
empowerment centered in the person of Jesus Christ.!
        Our vision statement is the following: Developing a 
Biblical Community of servant-leaders to faithfully follow 
Christ.!

        The FPMC is delighted to see Front Porch’s successes in 
fulfilling its mission and vision in 2013.  During this past year, 
we selected and welcomed our new Director, Joel 
Drenckpohl.  We also celebrated his ordination and 
welcomed the arrival of his family at Front Porch.  In the 
months that followed, we have been amazed at Joel’s 
overwhelming vision and passion for ministry.  !

We have also seen tremendous growth in the use of the 
Front Porch facilities, particularly the coffee shop (which 
today serves an average of 200 college students daily) and a 
complete redesign of the upstairs library.  Porch Nights are 
now enjoyed by scores of students and special events now 
maximize our available space.  !

We are excited to see God’s continuing work at Front 
Porch and look forward with expectation to what He has in 
store for 2014.  We pray that as you read about the 
accomplishments of the past year, you will be inspired to 
partner with us through prayer and giving to this exciting 
ministry. 

From the Front Porch Ministry Council 

2014 FPMC Members 

!
Al da Costa 
Moorpark Presbyterian Church  !
Valery Evans 
First Presbyterian Church, SLO 

Matt Hopper, President 
Highlands, Paso Robles  !
Charlie Little, Secretary 
Templeton Presbyterian Church  

Garrett Parker 
First Presbyterian Church, SLO 

Milt Jantzen, Treasurer  
Grover Beach Presbyterian Church 

Susan Updegrove  
First Presbyterian Church, SLO 

Kathy Westphal  
Templeton Presbyterian Church !!!
Special Thanks to 2013 
FPMC Retired Members !
Sada Andrews 
Highlands, Paso Robles 

Gene Starkey 
First Presbyterian Church, SLO
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Activities of the FPMC 2013
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        Front Porch is growing amazingly! God has 
blessed this ministry with a new and active Director 
and a whole new level of  participation by students. 
        You need to know that Casa Veranda--the 
adjacent student housing facility--was built to first 
pay the mortgage for the construction of  both the 
townhomes and Front Porch, and ultimately to 
provide some finances for the ministry.  At the 
present time, rental income pays the loans, utilities, 
upkeep, and improvements, but it does not pay for 
the ministry. At a future date when budget 
surpluses exist, Casa Veranda will contribute these 
surpluses to the operating budget of  Front Porch. 
Financially, we feel led this year to significantly 
increase the outreach. You can see the results in 
these graphs. Income and Expenses over the last 
five years have both grown steadily. Income has 
been more than doubled while expenses have only 
increased by 50 percent. 
        That's the good news; the bad news is that we 
have run a deficit in 3 of  the 5 years. It was            
~$25,500 in 2009, but today is ~$23,600. 
Presbytery carries our deficit, which--considering 
the generous gifts from faithful givers--is so 
encouraging! 
        Our three primary income sources are the 
following: Presbytery, churches in the Presbytery, 
and individuals. Additionally, there is other income 
from rent. Last year we saw a major increase in 
giving by individuals--more than double from 
$21,000 to $55,000! 
        Looking ahead to the 2014 Budget (in faith 
and with a desire to expand the mission) we have 
set it to increase by 11 percent. 

From the treasurer 
by Milt Jantzen
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        Much of  this increase is in two areas: coffee 
house and facilities improvement. The coffee house 
has seen a huge increase in use. Today, it is filled with 
students for the whole day and evening. The budget 
has been increased from $3,000 to $8,000. As use of  
the facility has increased, the need to make some 
major upgrades has been felt. This will be done over 
several years. Beginning this new year, spending on 
the facility is increased from $5,000 to $25,000. This 
will provide among other things a new, more user-
friendly coffee bar, and upgraded equipment to meet 
the demands imposed by the large increase in its use. 
        We need your help! While 2013 saw a massive 
increase in giving by individuals (resulting in breaking 
even) we face uncertain times due to churches leaving 
the Presbytery. 
	 New opportunities exist; new challenges will 
accompany them. We are stepping out in faith in 
2014 increasing our budget by $15,000. 
A significant gift to the support of  Front Porch has 
enriched many people's lives. Wouldn't you like to be 
part of  the giving that finances this ministry? 
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From the Facilities Committee 
By Al da Costa 
The striking increase in use of  Front Porch by students brings us challenges around how to take the serviceability of  the building to a 
new, more user friendly level.  To this end, Front Porch is currently planning a new layout in the coffee house, a more robust and 
easier-to-maintain coffee bar, a re-situation of  the stage to better blend into the  other uses of  the space, and the installation of  more 
professional coffee equipment to meet the increasing demands brought about by increased student traffic.  Our goal during the first 
part of  2014 is to raise the funds ( about $30K) for the project, and during the summer, to complete the reconfiguration and 
installation of  new components by the beginning of  the 2014/2015 school year. 



We saw our largest turnouts of  the year at our 
Thanksgiving Feast and Christmas Party. Each of  these 
events had approximately 150 students packed into the 
Front Porch facility. We heard over and over again how 
meaningful these two events were for students because of  
the community feel they had to them. The holidays are 
not only a stressful time for students because of  their 
academic life, but also because of  the unstable home lives 
many of  them find at home. Front Porch was able to 
provide a gathering centered around a meal.  Students 
enjoyed eating, but also looked forward to being a part of  
and belonging to a family. A beautiful Front Porch 
tradition has begun. 

More Front Porch Events 

Porch Night - Wednesday Evening Meals

!
!
!
!
Open Mic Night - Showcasing student talent
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Camping Trips !
! One activity students are always asking for more 
of  is camping trips. At Front Porch, we have the privilege 
of  being surrounded by some of  the most amazing 
camping locations along the California coastline. 
Needless to say, we are never at a shortage for places to 
go. Each quarter we offer students the ability to escape 
the stressful rigor of  college life and enter into the beauty 
and serenity of  God’s beautiful creation. Something 
about being out in the woods or along the coastline, 
encourages students to open up to each other and to 
God. From a director’s perspective, these experiences are 
vital to the process of  building deeper relationships with 
students. This past year we journeyed to Big Sur on two 
different occasions, the Carmel Valley, and to El Capitan 
State Beach.  !
Get Involved !
! Front Porch depends on donations from people 
just like you.  To find out how you can get involved and 
partner in ministry with Front Porch, please visit our 
website at: www.frontporchslo.com  
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Summer Porch  
Avila Beach

FRONTPORCH 
1468 E. Foothill Blvd. 
San Luis Obispo, CA 93405


