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Come to Camp with
Cathie!

The Flame (USPS 17) is published once a
month, a total of 12 issues per year, by the
First United Methodist Church.

Prayer Mail
Somewhere in the emptiness of the mailbox
and the silence of the cell phone, are
thoughts of you and memories of our
friendship. They make me laugh and smile
when my heart is heavy with the world’s
care. I know that life has taken us down
different roads that keep us fairly busy. It’s
for that reason I try to make my thoughts
into little prayers. Because I know that
God is always with you in the midst of your cares. So, when the cell phone
is not ringing and the mailbox is empty, remember I’m sending you my love
on a wing of a prayer.
By Dan Flewelling
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If you have a child 3rd – 6th grade NEXT YEAR
or a youth 16 or older on June 1st, you should
have received a camp letter from
me! Please let Cathie know if your child will
be going to camp with me this summer & return the paperwork as soon as possible! Call
or text Cathie at 765-6363 with any questions.
There will be several leaders from our church
at both the 6th grade camp and the elementary camp. The church will provide transportation for the kids on the church van
(possibly from you if you volunteer??). We
have a GREAT time! Hope you’ll join us!

PRAYER CLOSET
Mother's Day
O God, we thank Thee for mothers in Thy
spiritual Israel
who rear their children in the fear of God,
which is the beginning of wisdom.
Increase their number in our midst, O Lord!
Make it the ambition of every mother who
follows our Master
to train her children so well in the principles of
Christianity
that these children may be better Christians
than their parents.
Let no Christian mother be turned aside
from her high, God-given duty and privilege
by the allurements of the world,
or by the desire that her children
prosper in temporal rather than eternal things.
In Jesus name. AMEN
Prayers for all Occasions
Stuart R. Oglesby

Vacation Bible School!

Crusin’ the
AMAZING AMAZON!

A Jungle Journey to Discover Jesus
MONDAY – THURSDAY
JUNE 8-11TH
6:00 – 8:15 PM
4 YR OLDS-6TH GRADERS

National Day of Prayer
Thursday, May 7, 2015
Prayer Breakfast at 7 am
with D. W. Boyd speaking
Eastern Heights Christian Church
5100 Lake Road
National Day of Prayer
sponsored by the Ministerial Alliance
12 Noon in front of City Hall
In case of bad weather, it will move inside.

The Joy of the Lord
You have probably heard the quote, “The joy of the Lord is my
strength.” Maybe you have even quoted or claimed this joy from God
yourself? The quote comes from the book of Nehemiah (8:10). Nehemiah led the Israelites from captivity in Babylon back to Jerusalem.
He did this with the King’s blessing, and he was even appointed as
governor over Judah.

Reverend
Mike Smith

Nehemiah wasn’t satisfied just to return to Jerusalem but to begin to
restore the Temple. He started with rebuilding walls of Jerusalem.
This is the context for his proclamation that the joy of the Lord is my
strength. The people--weary from an arduous journey, limited resources, a heavy tax burden, and the threat of constant attacks-were second-guessing their return. Ever been there: excited about

“Ever been
there: excited
about the
possibilities,

the possibilities, excited about a new adventure, then the weight of
the task seems overwhelming. The burden squeezes out the excitement. Disillusionment starts to overshadow your hope of a bright future. This is a crucial time in a person’s or a people’s life. If something isn’t done, failure is inevitable.

excited about a Jesus’ disciples found themselves in a similar situation after his crucinew
fixion. There was no joy, no hope, no strength to be had in their lives.
adventure,

Then Jesus appears; the resurrection happens. The resurrection is

then the

God’s proclamation that Jesus is Lord of all. Jesus’ resurrection is our

weight of the
task seems

reminder that the joy of the Lord can’t be withheld from God’s people.
When the weight of life’s burdens beat us down and the journey
seems never ending, people like Nehemiah remind us to claim the joy

overwhelming. of the Lord. Jesus is still in the resurrection business. It is his claim
to lordship over our lives. The joy of Jesus is our strength!
“
The walls of Jerusalem were built. The Israelites tapped into the
Lord’s joy. What are the walls you need to finish in your life? Claim
the joy, find the strength, experience the resurrection.

Come be a part of the fun when Carrie Anne takes over in June!

The Youth Ski Trip and other fun shenanigans they have done!

Sun

Mon

Tues

Wed

Fri

Sat

1

2

7

8

9

15

16

3
4
No Communion
8:45 Youth Break5:15 Carillon
fast
Bells
4:15 Festival
Singers Rehearsal
6:00 CORE

5
5:30 Care Team

10

12
13
6:00 Young Lives
5:15 Carillon
6:00 Board of
Bells
Trustees
7:15 Chancel
6:30 VBS Meeting
Choir

14
7:00 Hooked on
Books

17
18
Senior Sunday
3:00 Leadership
Meeting
4:15 Festival
Singers Rehearsal
6:00 CORE

19

20
7:15 Chancel
Choir

21
22
Last day of School
No MDO
Festival Singers
leave for NYC
Ponca City
Graduation

23

24
6:00 The final
CORE

26
Festival Singers
return

27

28
The Flame mails.

30

11
No Carillon Bells

6

Thur

6:00 SPRC
7:15 Chancel
Choir

Communion
6:00 CORE

25

31
No MDO
Office is closed.
The Flame article
deadline.

No MDO
4:30 Miss Suzi’s
Singing School
Recital
7:15 Chancel
Choir

29
No MDO

We have been so blessed
lately with births, Kid’s
M&M, and this beautiful
baptism we were able to
be a part of. To the left is
Shelby Swanson, her family, and her lovely daughter Krista. To the right is
the Campbell family with
their new baby Knox, who
was born on March 22nd.
God is good!

YOU’RE BRAVER THAN YOU THINK
(EXCERPT FROM CIRCLE OF CARE SPECIAL APPEAL BROCHURE)
Laura has been a professional foster parent for 28 years. During these years she has always had one
child in her home. At times, she has had as many as 12.
All told, Laura has fostered around 150 kids. And she’s not afraid of taking the tough kids and sibling
groups. In recognition of her service, she was named Washington County’s Foster Parent of the Year in
2010.
The children drive Laura’s generosity, “I love the kids and there are always lots of kids in need.” Circle
of Care’s Child SHARE program delivers fuel for their journey. Child SHARE supports foster parents by
providing material goods like car seats, clothes, welcome baskets, and occasional tickets to community
events. Just as important as these supplies is the emotional and spiritual support of the Child SHARE
network. “There are always times when you need prayer.”
One mantra that Laura teaches her kids is, “You’re braver than you think.” It is a saying she repeats
when her kids need to deal with seemingly small things like how to handle bugs in the house. She also
repeats it for bigger things like going to get a shot at the doctor. The end result is mental strength that
gives her children the courage to face their fears. For one of her children, Laura explains, that meant
going into his bedroom alone because, “…bad things happened in the bedroom.” That’s why it was an
accomplishment when her son went into his upstairs bedroom by himself. He was proud, so he yelled
down to her, “I’m in the bedroom, I’m all by myself, and I’m ok!”

Last Sunday, we had the privilege of
having missionaries Rev. John & Denise Redmond here to preach for
UMW Sunday. We collected a love
offering for them. We are proud to

Child SHARE provides recruitment, training, and support services for foster parents across the entire
state. There is a critical need for foster parents and the Circle of Care staff and community are here to
support them. If you feel God is calling you to shepherd abused and neglected children in Oklahoma,
please call (405) 802-7697 today to learn how you can help.

announce that we raised $789 for
their ministry!

“These are incredible kids who need someone to take a chance on them.” In addition to inspiring her
foster kids, Laura’s mantra applies to prospective foster parents as well: You’re braver than you think.”

To my wonderful church family,

HOOKED ON BOOKS
We all seemed to have last minute conflicts in April. We are going to try a meeting “do over.” We will
meet in May even though it is a busy month. I think we should try May 14th, 7:00 in the Welcome Center. We will talk about Following Atticus and Mary Coin. We should catch some of us who have finished
one book or the other. Mary Coin is a new read I know many of you have been reading or have read.
Do you remember those school assignments where you were asked to make up a story based on a picture?
With Mary Coin, Marisa Silver looks long and hard at an image that has been seared into our nation's consciousness — Dorothea Lange's iconic Depression-era photograph "Migrant Mother" — and compassionately imagines the lives behind it. The result is a fresh angle on the Great Depression and a lesson in learning how to really look and see.
Our group generally does not meet in the summer, but I would love to try and get together for lunch and
a movie.

Thanks so much for honoring me
Sunday with the beautiful bouquet and
all the cards and Sue giving me the corsage — also the punch and cookies. It
was so nice having my family there — I
loved that and my cute little new great
grand son. Everyone kept it a secret because I was sure surprised.
I love you all,
Alice Bland

Alice Bland
Presbyterian Manor
1711 North 4th Street
Arkansas City, KS 67005

Please feel free to send letters
or come by and visit!

Music Notes

by Joycelynn Davidson

10,000 Reasons
Bless the Lord
by Matt Redman

Miss Suzi’s Singing
School presents Fairy

Tale Feud
Wayne Moore would appreciate
your support
when he Walks for Life on
Saturday, May 9th!

SPECIAL OFFERINGS:
Thank you for your generous donations to the special offerings that we
have collected recently. The Maundy
Thursday offeringwas split between
the Marland Children's Home & Circle of Care with $522.50 being sent
to each. Last Sunday's special offering for One Great Hour totaled
$546.
Each of the agencies/
organizations will be greatly blessed
by your generosity!

You are cordially invited to Miss Suzi’s Singing
School’s 33rd Annual Recital on Wednesday,
May 27 at 4:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary of First
United Methodist Church.
Fairy Tale Feud is an original play by
Rachael Hamre which will be the first part of
the recital. This play is a spoof on television
game programs and features 3 fractured
fairie tales: Bramen Town Musicians, The

Emperors New Clothes and Hansel and Gretel. The script is “laugh out loud” funny and
appeals to children as well as adults. The age
range of the students participating is 4 to 19.
The 2nd part of the recital evening will begin
at approximately 6 p.m. and will feature piano and vocal solos as well as vocal duets.
Two students from FUMC will be performing
in the 2nd portion: Sawyer Scantlin, piano
solo and Anisa Layton, vocal solo.

This is the title track of English Christian
worship leader and songwriter Matt
Redman’s eighth album.
The song
reached #1 on Billboard’s Christian
Songs chart, Redman’s first ever charttopper, and remains the #1 requested
song on the Christian Copyright
Licensing site. This song will be reintroduced into our worship service
during the month of May.
Redman wrote the song with a Swedish friend of his, Jonas Myrin, with whom he’s collaborated on a
number of other occasions. Redman recalled the writing of the song to Worship Leader Magazine. “He
played me an idea for some of the chorus melody, and I found it immediately inspiring. In fact, it felt like
a perfect fit for a song based on the opening of Psalm 103.”
David lists in Psalm 103 several reasons why his heart is full of worship for God; He forgives our sins,
heals our diseases, redeems our lives from the pit, crowns us with love and compassion, satisfies our
desires with good things and gives righteousness and justice for all the oppressed. So Redman and
Myrin made a list of their own, noting they were barely scratching the surface of God’s worth. “The point
of the song is this,” explained Redman to Worship Leader Magazine. “If you wake up one morning and
you cannot think of a reason to bring God some kind of offering of thanks or praise, then you can be sure
there’s something wrong at your end of the pipeline, and not his. We live beneath an unceasing flow of
goodness, kindness, greatness, and holiness, and every day we’re given reason after reason why Jesus is
so completely and utterly worthy of our highest and best devotion.”
The 10,000 reasons of the title echoes the “10,000 years” of Amazing Grace. “We already had the
‘10,000 reasons’ lyric in verse two,” explained Redman. “So when it got to writing verse three, and we
were on the theme of eternity, the idea came to mirror that ‘10,000’ number and at the same time give a
nod to the old hymn.
The music video was shot in the Berlin church where German theologian and martyr Deitrich Bonhoeffer
was a youth leader. You can view it on YouTube. This won Best Contemporary Christian Music Song at
the 2013 Grammy Awards. Redman also won Best Gospel/Contemporary Christian Music Performance
for his rendition of the tune at the same ceremony. The video also won Song of the Year at the 2013
Gospel Music Association, Dove Awards. The tune also won the prizes for Contemporary Christian
Performance of the Year and Best Pop Contemporary Song.
(www.songfacts.com)
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Great day of worship with drama, singing & ringing!
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