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Thank You, Thank You, Thank You!!!

The Flame (USPS 17) is published once a
month, a total of 12 issues per year, by the
First United Methodist Church.

New Members!
We are so glad to have the
Markle Family join our FUMC
Family. If you happen to see
Blaine, Chrisa, or their daughter
Drew please give them a warm
welcome! It is always such a joy
to have new people and families
join our church. This year we
have had 26 new members with
7 of those having finished confirmation. First Untied Methodist is
certainly growing!
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We as pastor and staff of Ponca FUMC offer our deep gratitude for the generosity
of our church family. The SPRC and Finance
Committee, thank you for the special blessing. Working for a church is a unique job.
There are unique challenges but many rewards not experienced in a secular workplace. The sense of serving God is always
before us. We are blessed to get to serve
God with you each and every day. From the
depth of our hearts, we wish you a Happy
New Year filled with the opportunities to
share God’s love together for another year!

Still Proceeding

“Westward leading, still proceeding, guide us to thy perfect light.” Christmas day

Music Notes

is still three days away as I write this article. And those words keep echoing

through my mind’s ears: “Westward leading, still proceeding, guide us to thy perfect light.” Is it the tune, the cadence, the rhythm, that keeps it going round and
round in my head? Or is it God speaking? Like the Magi, is God leading me to the
revelation of a mystery?

Generally those tunes and lyrics that get stuck in our minds are annoying. Like

Reverend
Mike Smith

an old record player with a scratched record that keeps repeating over and over

again the same words, we want to bump the needle and move on with the rest of
the song. Strangely though, I am not annoyed. There it goes again: “Westward
leading, still proceeding, guide us to thy perfect light.”

In a few days beyond Christmas day, when the singing of Christmas carols is
past, I am sure the echoing words of the song will fade away. However, I hope

God will push the replay button in my mind in the days ahead throughout 2015.
I want the needle in my head to stick occasionally so that I don’t forget those
words: “Westward leading, still proceeding, guide me to thy perfect light.”

“However, I
hope God will
push the replay
button in my

My prayer for you and for me in 2015 is to be continually led by God to His perfect light. I pray that the revelation of the mystery of “Christ in you the hope of
glory” becomes an ever-apparent reality in all of our lives!
Mike

Rehearsals begin
January 7, 2015 at 7:15 pm
and January 11 at 4:15 pm

ahead
throughout

Want to Bless Someone?
We have a few members of our church family who no longer are
able to drive. They, on occasion, would still like to attend our Sunday
worship service. If you are interested in being placed on a “Sunday
Transportation Call List” please contact the church office. You will
help to make some of our homebound members’ lives more enjoyable.
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Christmas Presence was a hit with the Junior
High Class stealing the show. Special thanks to
Carolyn Hopkins for getting them ready for prime
time. Kid’s M&M, the Senior High Class and
several adults also participated making it a thoroughly enjoyable evening. Special thanks to
Tawna Scantlin, Carrie Anne Kohler, Isaac
Cervantes, Jaron & Jessica Meyer, Josh & Sarah
Linn for all you did to help.

Still proceeding,

mind in the days

2015. “

I would like to extend my deepest appreciation to
Chancel Choir and Carillon Bells for your outstanding offering of music during the Christmas season. Your gift was uplifting to all who were witnesses in worship. Thank you for your hard work in
rehearsals and for you commitment to the music ministry of our congregation. I hope your holidays have
been filled with many wonderful blessings and surrounded with the love of family and friends. May
God continue to bless you and yours.
Joycelynn Davidson
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We are excited to welcome Pepper Choplin for our next “Meet the Composer” Weekend which will be February 6—8, 2015. Pepper Choplin is a full time composer, conductor and humorist. With a diverse musical
background, Choplin incorporates varied styles such as folk, Gospel, classical, and jazz in his compositions.
He is widely published and will debut his new cantata based on the Lord’s Prayer at Lincoln Center in 2015.
Pepper has written an original work in a ‘cool swing’ which will be debuted at our concert on February 8,
2015.
Rehearsals are open to all adults and youth and not limited to our congregation. Rehearsals will be each
Wednesday and Sunday beginning January 7, 2015. If you know of anyone who might like to sing in this
concert, please have them get in touch with the church office or Joycelynn.

CORE NEWS

January 2015
Sun

Greetings, in the name of Christ,
Well I hope that the close of your year was as eventful
and meaningful as CORE. If you are still feeling like you are
missing something and wanting to get involved in the
church consider being apart of CORE. As the year and Advent came to an end, we made wreaths to learn about
Advent, had a wonderful Christmas party and even participated in “Santa’s Cause Too”. The last event was a great
experience for myself and the youth especially
as it was such a blessing to encounter Christ in
the midst of Ponca City through giving.
Although we have taken a two week break,
CORE will resume in the second week of January. We are going to be focusing on developing
our Christian walk. Our new series will be “ Do
One Thing” in which youth will be encouraged to
attend one new discipline which focuses on
God this year. We are so glad that you help us
model and walk this formation with your support
and prayer. Youth at CORE want to challenge
you to also develop and implement “One thing”
that will draw you closer to Christ this year. Let us
not just be hearers but doers of the word this
year. (James 1:22)
On the horizon is Valentine's Day and we
are trying to plan fun activities to help
build relationships within the church. If
you are interested in volunteering to
help cook, clean, or establish communications please contact your campus
office or Rev. James Riggs (918) 7748294.

Tues

Wed

Due to our change in systems we apologize for
not listing January birthdays. We do want to

Thur
1

Fri

Sat

2

3

8

9

10

15

16

17

22

23

24

Happy New Year!
Office is closed.

take a moment to wish a “Happy Birthday!” to
all those who celebrate January birthdays!
4

5

12:00 Taking
down advent
decorations and
organizing closet
No CORE

11

6

7:15 Chancel
Choie

10:00 Return of
Mother’s Day
Out

13

4:15-5:45 Meet
the Composer
Rehearsal

5:15 Carillon
Bells

14

6:00-9:00 Young
Lives

7:15 Chancel
Choir

6:00 Board of
Trustees

6:00 CORE

18

7

1st Day back to
school.

12

19

20

4:00 Leadership
Meeting

5:15 Carillon
Bells

21
7:15 Chancel
Choir

11:00 Stillwater
District Celebration in Stillwater

4:15-5:45 Meet
the Composer
Rehearsal
6:00 CORE
25

26

4:00 CORE Management Meeting
at Albright
4:15-5:45 Meet
the Composer
Rehearsal

“DO ONE THING”

Mon

27

Flame article
deadline.
5:15 Carillon
Bells

28

29

30

31

4:30 Pastor
James meets
with the Youth
7:15 Chancel
Choir

6:00 CORE
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www.poncacore.com

phone: 918- 774-8294
EMAIL: james.riggs.ok@gmail.com
31

24

c/o Asbury UMC
700 West Liberty
Ponca City, OK 74601

Youth Director

17

10

Sat

A huge Thank-you to Carolyn Hopkins for graciously hosting our
Christmas gathering. We were treated to wonderful food, book
discussion and a lively book exchange! We will be staying indoors this month to read the new selection, The Round House.
The Round House won the National Book Award for fiction. A
brilliant chronicle of Native-American life, it transports readers to
the Ojibwe reservation in North Dakota. It is an exquisitely told
story of a boy on the cusp of manhood who seeks justice and
understanding in the wake of a terrible crime that upends and
forever transforms his family. A page-turning masterpiece of literary fiction—at once a powerful coming-of-age story, a mystery, and a tender, moving novel of family, history, and culture. See you in February for lunch at Happy Days. Date to follow.

3

Rev. James Riggs

Hooked on Books

30

6 pm - CORE “God On the Move”
Food: St. Paul’s

FUMC

4:30 pm -

4 pm - management team meeting @
Albright

25

Food: FUMC

6 PM - CORE
“Do One
Thing”

26

27

28

St. Paul’s

4:30 pm -

29

23
19
18

Food: Asbury

6 PM- CORE
“Do One
Thing”

11

No CORE

12

20

21

Albright

4:30 pm -

22

16
13

Asbury

4:30 pm -

14

15

9

2
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8
7
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United Methodist Women have had a great year.
Thanks to everyone that participated and supported our different mission projects. We look forward to finding more ways of doing God's work in
the New Year. We have a few bags of pecans left.
They are great to keep in the freezer for year
round use. If interested contact any UMW member.

Sun

Prayers for All Occassions

January 2015

Wed

Lord, let the glorious gift of a new year with days unspotted
refresh our spirits during this week. May no fear of things unseen nor dread of the future mar the joy of the beginning of
our journey. Give us the confidence that the same God who
was with the Psalmist all the days of his life will surely be with
His children all the days of this year. In this confidence and
with a renewed consecration, may we set forth, courageously
and unafraid, to do the will of God as he reveals it to us day by
day. For Jesus' sake. Amen.
Stuart R. Oglesby

Thu

“New Year’s Prayer“
The days of our years” - Psalm 90:10

