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and an opportunity to purchase CDs of his music.
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I said a Valentine prayer for you
and asked the Lord above
to fill your heart and bless your soul
With the precious gift of love.
I asked Him for sincere love
The kind that's meant to stay
Just like the generous love
You give to those you touch each day.
I prayed for love from family
And from every cherished friend
Then I asked the Lord to give you
His love that knows no end.
~Inserted by Wayne Moore
By Anonymous
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Valentine Prayer
FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Larry Davidson
ldlarrydavidson@yahoo.com

We are excited about the upcoming concert with Pepper Choplin; composer,
conductor and humorist. Pepper has composed an anthem in honor of Sue
Lippert for her years of dedicated service as organist at FUMC. "Spin the
Wheel" is written in cool swing and touches on the many miles we have already come in our journey toward heaven.
Sue Lippert has been organist at First United Methodist Church in Ponca City
for over 27 years. She was born in Barnsdall, OK, and raised in Tulsa in a musical family. By age 10 she was accompanying her father, a classically trained
lyric tenor, and at 15 she was assistant pianist and assistant children’s choir director at First Christian Church in Tulsa. Sue graduated from Tulsa University
with a major in organ. While at TU she accompanied university choirs and
Arthur Hestwood’s voice students in addition to serving as assistant organist
and Cherub Choir director at First Christian Church.
Since joining the staff at Ponca City’s First United Methodist Church, Sue has
played for several hundred memorial services and many weddings as well as
the Christmas Gala at the Marland Mansion. We are blessed to have Sue on
staff.
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A New Beginning, A New
Prayer
It is the passing of an era, an administrative era, but, nonetheless, an
era. The era I speak of is the end of the Stillwater District of the
Oklahoma UM Conference. Since 1968 our church has been a part
of the Stillwater District. For the average churchgoer that doesn’t
Reverend mean much. I hope, however, that this change will mean more for our
Mike Smith church than just an administrative function for our future.
I know it will mean more in one respect because the new district we
have been assigned, the Northern Prairie District, will locate its
district office and the district superintendent’s parsonage here in
I hope, however, Ponca City. Ponca City is the most centrally located city with the
necessary amenities needed in this new district. That translates to
that this change
district events being held in Ponca City, and I’m sure our church will
will mean more
play a big part in hosting these events.
for our church
Beyond the location advantage, I am praying this change will result in
than just an
more cooperative ministry with our neighboring UM churches. One of
administrative
the objectives to shrinking the number of districts and realigning
function for our churches in the new districts is to be more strategic in our mission
future.
efforts. Of course, it is one thing to say, and it is another to do.
I’m praying that the new Northern Prairie District will help us and
our neighboring UM churches do great things for the kingdom of God
in north central Oklahoma. Will you pray too?
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***Attention***
If you submitted a photo
for the new directory, you
may pick it up in the church
office. Directories will be
coming very soon. Thank
you!
Mary Lou Lorett leading a UMW’s
cheer at the Stillwater District Conference with District Superintendent, Tish
Malloy, and Bishop Robert Hayes.

Changing Seasons
The air chilled with the first signs of fall,
Dripping into the reminiscence of summer.
The wind painted the leaves over-night.
Transforming the world into its canvas.
As the night chilled, the days grew shorter,
Allowing the newly reborn season to leave its mark.
Frost has struck once again, freezing the tears
Of the clouds, showing no one mercy.
The world changed, heavy as snow.
Though children played with old man frost
And dreamt of Old Saint Nick, they longed
For the warm kiss of the sun again.
By Dan Flewelling
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We are so proud to bring you Anisa Layton's awardwinning short story! She won the middle school division of
Creative Claws of Cowley College's writing contest. In this
story, you'll see the essence of Anisa, as well as the influence of her parents in the ethics and compassion she
brings to the world. Within the first paragraph of her
short story, All Alone she captivates her readers to read
on , to invest in this poor girl. Here is that first paragraph:
“Have you ever imagined being completely alone?
Did you ever wonder how it feels? If you have not experienced being alone then I will tell you this story.
Once upon a time, there was a girl, a small, fragile girl who had foster parents that were
so cruel, the grass would not grow in the yard. A girl whose parents gave her up because she
was a weak girl.
Alas, the girl’s name was Ronnie. Her foster parents just picked a name randomly, and left
it at that. “
If you are as hooked as I was, go to http://milemarkerreview.com/all-alone to read the full
short story.

February 2015
Sun

Mon

Katherine Jacobs-1
Calla Fueshko-2
Bethany Bookout-6
Jose Cervantes-7
Ed Goodman-7
Kristin Rasmussen-7
Carol Howe-8
1

Dwight Huth-9
Ryan Lispcomb-9
Maxwell Burley-9
Kyle Black-10
Claudia Bellah-11
Max Jackson-12
Jerry Brabander-13

2

8:45 Youth
Breakfast
4:15-5:15 Meet
the Composer
Rehearsal
5:30-8:00 CORE
Superbowl Party
8

9
5:15 Carillon
Bells

Congratulations Anisa! We hope to read more of your writing in the future!

In February we will be discussing The Round House by Louise
Erdrich .The Round House won the National Book Award for fiction. The Round House transports readers to the Ojibwe reservation in North Dakota. It is an exquisitely told story of a boy on
the cusp of manhood who seeks justice and understanding in the
wake of a terrible crime that upends and forever transforms his
family.
Our meeting will be February 19, 7:00 in the Welcome Center. You have plenty of time to read the book. Everyone is welcome to join this group. See you then! ~Gineta Swanson

Wed

Carey Head-14
Jennifer Workman-15
Sierra Gray-15
Caitlin Schultz-15
Tammy Fortenberry-16
Dick Cavett-19
Khrystal Humble-19

3
5:15 Carillon
Bells

2:00 Meet the
Composer
Concert
6:00 CORE

Tues

1:00 Women’s
Bible Study
5:30 Care Team

Thur

Chad Otto-19
Chandra Sledge-19
Anisa Layton-19
Allison Cochran-21
Myrtle Shelton-22
Al Wright-22
Alana White-22

4

6
1:30 Deborah
Meeting
7:00 Miriam
Meeting

10
11
12
1:00 Women’s
3:30 Kid’s M&M
Bible Study
5:30 Prayer &
6:00-9:00 Young
Praise
Lives
No Chancel
6:00 Board of
Choir
Trustees

7
6:30 Meet the
Composer
Dinner

14
Valentine’s Day

20
4:00 Leave for
Confirmation
Retreat at Camp
Egan

21
7:30am World
Changer at Albright
Return from
Confirmation
Retreat at Camp
Egan

16
17
1:00 Women’s
No Carillon Bells
Bible Study

18
19
Ash Wednesday 7:00 Hooked on
Books
3:30 Kid’s M&M
5:30 Prayer &
Praise
7:15 Chancel
Choir

22

23

25
26
27
3:30 Kid’s M&M The Flame mails.
4:30 Pastor James
meets with our
Youth
5:30 Prayer &
Praise (Youth
Auction)
7:15 Chancel
Choir

6:00 CORE
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Flame article
deadline.
5:15 Carillon
Bells

9:00-3:00 Meet
the Composer
Workshop

13

15
3:30 Leadership
Meeting
6:00 CORE

24

Sat

Sandra Martin-23
Joyce Carel-27
Susan Fitzgerald-24 Teri Harris-29
Charleston Noble-24
Javier Cervantes-24
Foy Murray-25
Rachel Tidrow-27
Court Davis-27

5
5:30 Prayer &
Praise
7:15 Chancel
Choir

Fri

28
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REHEARSALS BEGIN
FEBRUARY 11, 2015
3:30 PM
This spring we will be learning songs and
skits for Palm Sunday. Plans are also being
made for a couple field trips.
The program is open to all children Pre-K
through 6th grade. We enjoy a time of
snacks, stories, music, drama, bells, crafts
and mission. It is a cram-packed afternoon
of fun. We provide transportation from
schools in Ponca City by calling the church
office.

— VBS : The Amazing Amazon —

June 8-11

— Children’s Elementary Camp —

June 15-17 OR 17-19

— Children’s 6th Grade Camp —

June 15-19

— Youth Camp —

July 6-10

www.poncacore.com

phne: 918- 774-8294
EMAIL: james.riggs.ok@gmail.com

c/o Asbury UMC
700 West Liberty
Ponca City, OK 74601

R e v . Ja me s R i gg s
Youth Director

*Please note we will be doing a fun activity for St.Patrick’s day
this year, please look for it on the March calendar

In Christ, Rev. James A. Riggs (Youth Director)

We will be contacting your church soon to get helpers. Please
look for the sign-up sheets to join in fellowship with Christ’s
work through supporting your youth. CORE is looking forward
to this new year and the life changing experiences it will bring.
Lastly we will be having a World Changer event this month
please look for it on the calendar and be praying for the youth
and the community.

KID’S M&M

2

1

Food: St. Paul’s

6 - 7:30 pm
“Ten Project”

4:30 pm
FUMC
small
group

26

25

24

22

23

4:30 pm St. Paul’s
small group

19

12

5

Thu

Food: FUMC

6 - 7:30 pm
“Ten Project”

ASH
WED

18

16

Food: Asbury

17

11

15

10

4:30 pm
Asbury
small
group

4

Wed

4:30 pm
Albright
small
group

9

3

Tue

6-7:30 pm
“Ten Project”

8

Food: Albright

5:30-8 pm
Superbowl
Party

Mon

Sun

27

20

13

6

Fri

February 2015

Rehearsals for our weekend with Pepper
Choplin have been going great. It is quite
a treat to work with such gifted singers.
We are expecting 51 singers from FUMC
and area churches. There are five denominations represented in this unique ecumenical choir. Area singers have come together to create beautiful music preparing
for our rehearsals and concert with Pepper
Choplin. The concert will be free and open
to the public February 8, 2015 at 2:00 pm.

Well we are back in the full swing of things here at CORE student ministries. We will be focusing these next few months on
the “Ten Project”. The Ten Project is a student designed experience to develop ten key themes of the Christian Church. We
will be learning things like, “Who is the Church?” as well as
“What Does Forgiveness Look Like?” I would like to take this
time to thank every church and person that has helped with
CORE. We are very grateful and excited for this adventure.

Music Notes

Hello CORE,

28

World
Changers
Event @
Albright
7:30 am -

21

14

7

Sat
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