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Upcoming Events & Ac)vi)es

Our culture has changed to accept a half time participation as “regular
attendance”. Worship attendance in our church and in many others has
continued to decline on average. I can spend my time reviewing theories about
how many Sundays were too hot, too cold, rainy or icy, or in conflict with major
rituals like opening day, Super Bowl, lake days and soccer tournaments. Or I
could, like Matt Redman suggests in his song, get back to the HEART of

(live it!)
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Psalm 100
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Grace and Peace,

In January, PATH’s special drive is
Oatmeal and canned foods.

Psalmist (see boxes), add your own, and reflect on the WHY of worship.
Consider the HOW and what we bring to worship besides our attendance.
Make a list….seriously….and commit to a weekly time to gather with your
church family and experience far more than adding your name to an attendance
sheet and making a prayer list. Vibrant worship celebrates what God has done,
and equips us for what God is doing, and WE get to be a part of it! Can you
really say it’s an option? I’ll see you Sunday :-) And please introduce me to
your guest.

Donations can be placed in the PATH basket
in the church narthex.

‘Shout for joy to God, all the earth! Sing the glory of his name; make his praise glorious. Say to God, “How awesome are your deeds! So great is your power that your enemies cringe before you. All the earth bows down to you; they sing praise to you, they
sing the praises of your name.”’ — Psalm 66:1-4 (NIV)

Return Service Requested

“I will give thanks to you, Lord, with all my heart; I will tell of all your wonderful deeds.
I will be glad and rejoice in you; I will sing the praises of your name, O Most High.” —
Psalm 9:1-2 (NIV)

Pleasant Retreat UMC

worship. You see, our standard will change when our worship of God is a new
priority, and essential to who we are and all things we do. In 2018 our church
formed a worship committee and I am so excited about the ways in which this
has led us into being a people of worship and not a program of worship. And I

417 CR 1143

Tyler, TX 75704

“But I, by your great love, can come into your house; in reverence I bow down toward
your holy temple. Lead me, Lord, in your righteousness because of my enemies— make
your way straight before me.” — Psalm 5:7-8 (NIV)

think we have only started in this process and will continue to see more vibrant
nature to our worship as a result.
So allow me to encourage and raise the standard. Regular worship is about us
feeling created for and needing to worship. Read these passages from the

January 13, 2019
“Going Deeper”
Luke 3:15-17, 21-22
Rev. Richard Luna

But there is always a place to grow, to still become, and to
continue as a fellowship of “disciples who are making
disciples” (Matt 28:19-20). So let me share a starting place
for each of us…..worship.

January 20, 2019
“Going Diﬀerently”
John 2:1-11
Rev. Richard Luna

I celebrate the ministry of this church in 2018: the growth in
membership, the baptisms and the professions of faith, the
outreach and missions, the retirement of our debt and the
support financially of our budget that allows us to dream
and follow the vision God gives us. God is good, and on
many levels we are learning to be faithful. Selah

Upcoming Services

Richard’s Faith Reﬂecon….

Pleasant Retreat United Methodist Church Staﬀ:
Rev. Richard Luna, Pastor
Os Naron, Music Director
Jeremy Dick, Youth Director/Custodian
Rani Wiley, Children’s Director/Nursery Coordinator
Johnnie Russell, Pianist
Lindsay Brubaker, Secretary

January 9, 2019

Oﬃce Church Phone: 903-592-7183
PleasantRetreat.org
Oﬃce Hours: Mon-Thurs-9:00-4:00, Fri-9:00-noon
Tradi)onal Worship: 9:00am
Sunday School: 10:00am
“Fresh Start” Worship: 11:00am
For pastoral emergencies, call 903-787-0585

Where Our Family Becomes Your Family

Taking Down the Christmas Decora)ons: Saturday, January 12, 9am. Please
come help put away our Christmas decoraons. The more help we have, the
faster it will go!
2018 Contribu)on Statements: Statements will mail by Tuesday, January 15.
If you would like your 2018 Contribuon Statement emailed to you , please
email the oﬃce ASAP at secretary@pleasantretreat.org.
Finance Commi:ee Mee)ng: Tuesday, January 15, 6pm, Connec)ons
Classroom.
Wednesday Night Live: Wednesday, January 16, 5:45pm. On the menu:
Macaroni & Cheese Bake. Choir and Praise Team pracces to follow.
Deborah UMW Subgroup Mee)ng: Wednesday, January 16, 6:30pm, Family
Life Center. Tammy Sdham has the program.
Worship Commi:ee Mee)ng: Sunday, January 20, 12:30pm, FLC. Please
contact Tammy Sdham at 903-570-8984 ASAP if you are coming so she can
have a count for lunch. Wear your thinking caps and come prepared to be
blessed with planning our next few months of Worship!
Wednesday Night Live: Wednesday, January 23, 5:45pm. On the menu: Asian
Chicken. Choir and Praise Team pracces to follow.
Ruth UMW Subgroup Mee)ng: Monday, January 28, 6:00p.m., Family Center.
Jane Hills has the program.
Methodist Youth Fellowship: Sundays, 5-7pm, Family Life Center.
Women’s Exercise: Monday Evenings, 6:30-7:30, Welcome Center. Contact
Debbie Wade at 903-520-8495 for detailed info.
Piecemakers: Thursdays, 9am, Piecemakers classroom on the Quad.
Hearts and Hands: 1st & 3rd Thursday, 6-8pm, Welcome Center. Contact
Debbie Wade at 903-520-8495 for detailed info.
Altar Flowers: If you would like to provide altar ﬂowers in memory or honor of
a loved one, call Forget-Me-Not Flowers at 903-944-7759 to place an order
and let the oﬃce know so the proper message will appear in that week’s
bullen.

Prayer Concerns
Cade Bergus
Bill and Wilma Blackstock
Cheri Bolin
Norris & Nelda Buie
Jerry CalicuK
Kae CalicuK
Sarah Jean Childress
Saundra Clark
J. P. Cole
Brian and Anna Cox
Linda Cox
The Crews Family
Elijah Deuibliss
Cheryl Ellis
Curs & Joyce Evans
Karen & Lily Evans
Ezra FiKs & Family
Bailee Fleming
LeeAnn Grant

Jerry Hall
The Hammons Family
Ted & Mary Hand
PJ Hanke
Cornelia Hood
Mickie Jennings
Kimberly Johnson
Payton Jordan
Claire Kudrick
Cheyanne Langley
Rick Lawrence
Kyle Lucas
Judy Malone
Margaret McFarland
James Mooney
Krystle Morgan & Family
Sarah Morgan
Owen Osborne
Natalie Powell

Chris & Michelle Reeder
Marsha Richie
Rebecca Roatch
Roger Rowland
Landon Sakolevidis
Tony Sanders
Ben Schein
Mary Slaton
Lynn Smith
Nell Smith
Dorothy Spath
Tina & Terry Sckels
Mary Torres
Pat Turinsky
Shirley Utz
Jim Voit
Debbie Wade
Johnny Watson
Jacob Youngkin

Sideline Saints
Virginia Baker Bertha Benson Helen Black Jim Fairbanks
Lynda Fowler Hal McFarland Sam & Minnie Murphy Dona Wilkerson
Military Personnel
Jay Dunklin Mitchell Moorehead Ryan & Samantha Sdham Daniel Westall
Please call 903-592-7183 or email secretary@pleasantretreat.org if you have any
addi!ons or removals to/from the prayer list or Upcoming Events & Ac!vi!es.

METHODIST YOUTH FELLOWSHIP

Wednesday Night Live!

Our youth came on Saturday, January 5th to repair the floor in
the women’s restroom in the quad. With the help of Jeremy
Stroud and Heath Stidham, we cut out the rotten wood that was
causing a trip hazard, added some new bracing underneath the
substrate, and installed new decking for the floor. These kids
got right in there and got their knees and hands dirty, took
measurements and made cuts like true professionals. The best
part about it though, was that they did this with a joyous heart
and a genuine desire to serve! You can teach them to read a
tape measure and work a saw, but only God can put that kind of
joy in their heart.
-Jeremy

January 16, 2019
On the menu: Baked Macaroni & Cheese
Doors open @ 5:30pm, FLC
Meal starts at 5:45 p.m.
Choir / Praise Team Practices 6:30 p.m.

Thank you so much to Tammy
Stidham, Jessica Stidham, Patti
Suggs, Lurae Hart, and Vicki Hand
for the wonderful baby shower!!
Also thank you to everyone for the
amazing gifts!!
-Mitchell and Tabitha Moorehead

Back to "Normal"?
Time to put away Christmas, right?
All those decorations need to go back in
storage until we decide to “do” Christmas
again. It’s time to get on with life, to get
back to "normal”. You know, put away those ideas and feelings we get
at Christmas like: helping others, being kind, putting others ahead of
ourselves, sharing the message of Christ’s birth and what it means to
us, loving our family, friends, and strangers alike.
Yes, it’s time to get back to normal. Or is it?
This year, as you pack away your Christmas decorations, don’t pack
away Christmas in the closet! Bring Christmas out of the closet, take
the message and feeling of Christmas with you.
Read these lyrics from the Elvis Presley song,
“If Every Day Was Like Christmas”.
I hear the bells saying Christmas is near.
They ring out to tell the world that this is the season of cheer.
I hear a choir singing sweetly somewhere and a glow fills my heart.
I'm at peace with the world as the sound of their singing fills the air.
Oh. Why can't every day be like Christmas?
Why can't that feeling go on endlessly?
For if every day could be just Like Christmas,
What a wonderful world this would be!
Just a thought.

-Otis

On Sunday, December 30th, at a
Special Church Conference, all
members present voted
unanimously to recommend
Andrew Thompson as a candidate
to the ministry! This is a great
honor for our church and we are so
proud of our former youth for
answering God’s call! Congrats
Andrew and we will support you all
the way through your process!

Dear Friends,
Your thoughtfulness was very much
appreciated! Forest & I want to thank
all of you dear friends who sang
Christmas carols to us on Dec 23rd!
We love all of you and miss you!
Special thanks to Rev. Luna!
-Forest and Wilda Rathbun

On December 31st, 45
blankets, 30 hats, 44
diapers, 50 pair of socks, 23
baby ouQits and a check for
$620 was dropped oﬀ at
Methodist Children’s Home
in Tyler. They were thrilled
to get these baby items and
the special oﬀering from our
Christmas Eve service!
Thank you everyone for
your generosity and
connued support to this
local mission!

A-endance & Oﬀering
Sunday, December 30, 2018

Sunday, January 6, 2019

Traditional Worship

101

Traditional Worship

90

Sunday School

100

Fresh Start Worship

40

Fresh Start Worship

40

Communion Offering

$292.90

Worship Offering

$9,318.33

Worship Offering

$10,758.67

