Upcoming Events & Ac)vi)es

I want to address a coming change to our ministry and
focus that affects our Sunday morning routines. “Fifth
Sunday” has served this church well and has been a
source of planned unity and fellowship. But with that
model we are limited to four Sundays a year that we
can actually promote a “fifth” Sunday. Otherwise we
must change the language to “combined” and explain how it is like a fifth
Sunday but not.
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Return Service Requested

Grace and Peace,

In July, PATH’s special drive is
Canned Fruit and Fans

I understand that any plans has its pros and cons, and that no plan is
perfect. I also understand that change is not an easy thing. My prayer is
that you will explore the mission and spirit behind these efforts to bring our
worship and ministry together. I will see to it that we do a diligent effort to
inform and prepare you for when this new model changes our Sunday
routine, but for the most part we will have our regular schedule of 9:00 AM
Worship, 10:00 AM Sunday School, and 11:00 AM Worship.

Donations can be placed in the PATH basket
in the church narthex.

All this said, the plan is to have our regular scheduled Sundays for every
Sunday (even fifth Sundays) unless we are planning and promoting a
ministry-driven One Worship Sunday. Those Sundays will be done with a
ministry theme or emphasis and include a single worship service. Likewise,
those Sundays will KEEP the Sunday School schedule at 10:00 AM and
then there will be One Worship at 11:00 AM. Lunch after that is an option
of the ministry planning team and worship team together. While it will
require some more advanced planning and promotion, these Sundays will
help us highlight ministry and remain guest friendly. For instance, you will
note that on any given Sunday at 11:00 AM you will be having a worship
service!

Pleasant Retreat UMC

Another item is the time schedule on Sundays that we have one worship
service. Currently, on those Sundays we move Sunday School to 9:00 AM
and then move worship to 10:00 AM. That leaves the 11:00 hour open
unless we are having a lunch. We have issues with displacing Sunday
School and leaders (mainly for children and youth) and we are sometimes
leaving when the surprise guest happens to drop in looking for worship at
11:00 AM.
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A different model that we have gradually been moving to anyway is the
ministry-driven model. Rather than the calendar tell us when, we choose to
use the Sundays that fit our ministry needs better. VBS Sunday was a good
example of this. Rather than plan VBS for the weekend of a fifth Sunday
when we would already have one worship service, we moved our one
worship service to July 15 when VBS was needing to be scheduled.

Upcoming Services

Another blessing this past weekend with our VBS and
VBS Sunday. Thanks to everyone who was a part of
this ministry with and for children!

July 22, 2018
“Small Group Ministry”
Mark 6:30-44
Rev. Richard Luna

Richard’s Faith Reﬂecon….

July 29, 2018
“Don’t Let a Miracle Pass You By”
Mark 6:45-56
Rev. Richard Luna

July 18, 2018

Pleasant Retreat United Methodist Church Staﬀ:
Rev. Richard Luna, Pastor
Os Naron, Music Director
Jeremy Dick, Youth Director/Custodian
Rani Wiley, Children’s Director/Nursery Coordinator
Johnnie Russell, Pianist
Lindsay Brubaker, Secretary

Where Our Family Becomes Your Family

Oﬃce Church Phone: 903-592-7183
PleasantRetreat.org
Oﬃce Hours: Mon-Thurs-9:00-4:00, Fri-9:00-noon
Tradi)onal Worship: 9:00am
Sunday School: 10:00am
“Fresh Start” Worship: 11:15am
For pastoral emergencies, call 903-787-0585

Pleasant Retreat
United Methodist Church

SPRC Called Mee)ng: Sunday, July 22, 5:30pm, Connec)ons Classroom.
Emmaus Gathering: (CHANGE OF DATE!) Saturday, July 28, 12:00pm. PRUMC will
be hosng a gathering for Emmaus. Pot luck meal at noon with a service at
1:00pm. If you can help keep order in the FLC during the meal please tell David or
Karen Evans. We also need help cleaning up aLer the meal. If you want to aGend
the service at 1:00pm you are also invited.
Communion Sunday: Sunday, August 5. The oﬀering will beneﬁt the Chandler
Elementary School and our mission to support their staﬀ.
Children’s Division Ou)ng: Sunday, August 5, a9er Fresh Start Service. We will
eat lunch on our way to the Hughes’ home and then spend the aLernoon playing
in their pool. Be sure your child brings their swimsuit, towel and sunscreen.
Blood Drive: Sunday, August 12, 8:30am-12pm, Family Life Center. Contact Sue
Ellison to sign up. 903-849-3707
Methodist Youth Fellowship: Sundays, 5-7pm, Family Life Center.
Women’s Exercise: Monday Evenings, 6:30-7:30, (except when UMM meets),
Welcome Center. Contact Debbie Wade at 903-520-8495 for detailed info.
Piecemakers: Thursdays, 9am We meet at PRUMC to sew, quilt, & handcraL items
for various mission projects. Anyone is invited to join.
Hearts and Hands: 1st & 3rd Thursday, 6-8pm, Welcome Center. Join us for
kniQng and crocheng . All ages & skill levels welcome.
Emmaus Reunion Group: Last Saturday of each month (next mee)ng on August
25), 9:00am, Original Pancake House on Old Jacksonville Hwy. If you have been
on a walk or if you want to learn about Walk to Emmaus you are invited. Contact
David Evans at 903-293-3776 for more info.
Safety Reminder: When children leave the Sanctuary to use the restroom, we ask
that one of the parents go with the child for safety reasons. Thank you!
Property Loan Update: Thanks to your generous donaons, we have made
several extra principal payments this year and our property loan debt is now down
to approximately $30,000! All donaons to the property fund pay oﬀ the principal
amount of our loan. Simply notate “Property Fund” on your contribuon.
Altar Flowers: If you would like to provide altar ﬂowers in memory or honor of a
loved one, call Forget-Me-Not Flowers at 903-944-7759 to place an order and let
the oﬃce know so the proper message will appear in that week’s bullen.

Prayer Concerns
Bill Blackstock
Michelle Brashear (Dunklin)
Norris & Nelda Buie
Sarah Jean Childress
Saundra Clark
Stacy Clinton
Brian and Anna Cox
Tom Cox
Elijah Deuibliss
Rita Dunn
Yolanda Durham
Karen & Lily Evans
Randy Fair
Ezra FiGs & Family
Arthur Freeman

LeeAnn Grant
The Hammons Family
Ted & Mary Hand
PJ Hanke
Priscilla Holt
Cornelia Hood
Houston Jackson
Erin Jones
Payton Jordan
Claire Kudrick
Rick Lawrence
Kyle Lucas
Judy Malone
James Mooney
Sarah Morgan

Richard Neely
Natalie Powell
Chris Reeder
Mark Reeves
Jennifer Roland
Landon Sakolevidis
Tony Sanders
Ben Schein
Nell Smith
Dorothy Spath
Kay Spradlin
Ronald Sdham
Mary Torres
Johnny Watson
Tom Westall

Sideline Saints
Virginia Baker Bertha Benson Helen Black Ardita Davis Jim Fairbanks
Lynda Fowler Ethel Leatherman Hal McFarland
Sam & Minnie Murphy Dona Wilkerson Doris Willis
Military Personnel
Jusn Bailey Kris DeCapua Jay Dunklin Brandon Hart
Mitchell Moorehead Ryan & Samantha Sdham Daniel Westall
Please call 903-592-7183 or email secretary@pleasantretreat.org if you have any
addi!ons or removals to/from the prayer list or Upcoming Events & Ac!vi!es.

METHODIST YOUTH FELLOWSHIP

In Memory of

A couple of weeks ago, I
was approached by one of our
green thumb members who
asked if the youth could help
out on a project. She asked if
we could help take mulch
from a trailer, and distribute
it around the flower beds in
the quad. I have been looking
for a good project for the
youth to take on at our home church, and when she asked
that, it was an answer to my prayers! So the evening of
Sunday the 8th, we had 12 youth that came ready to work.
They worked in good spirits, laughing with each other and
enjoying the fellowship that comes along
with that kind of work. They emptied the
trailer so fast that we had extra time to
clean up the flower bed around our blue
sign out front. And it was all done with a
joyful attitude and a grateful heart.
There are many projects around the
church that any group could take on.
Often times when a project presents itself,
I hear “why can’t the youth do
that?” To tell you the truth, we
probably could do a lot of those
jobs. But that’s not what MYF is
for. We eat together, enjoy
fellowship, and explore the
teachings of Jesus Christ together
just like every other group! And that’s what brings these
kids back every week. They have enough to do Monday
through Saturday with all their extracurricular activities
and chores at home. Sunday is their time to enjoy the
presence of God, and of one another.
And when the time is right, and when
the job is right, we won’t shy away
from taking on a project that will make
our beautiful church even prettier…
and to give back to a church that has
given so much to us.
-Jeremy

Fred and Hazel Maxwell
from Laura Ebbs Benjamin
We had an amazing time at
Polar Blast Vacation Bible
School on Saturday, July 14th!
Huge thanks go out to all the
volunteers and contributors
who made this day so great for
all the kiddos!

“Hugs” are Valuable
Many of you may have heard me speak of the last church I was
with when we were in St. Louis. That church, the people, and our
Small Group had a very positive influence on our lives, and at the
right time. If you were to ask me if that church was friendly, I would
have to say no, it was not a friendly church, however, I would tell you that it was a
welcoming church. Believe me, there is a great deal of difference between the two!
A welcoming church is where the people accept you, is inviting, and “hugs” you as a
member of the family. The best explanation is that it’s in the “DNA” of the people of the
congregation, like it always has been and always will be! I think you’ll agree with me that
Pleasant Retreat UMC is in that “welcoming church” category. That was how Judy and I both
felt from the beginning, like we were hugged and welcomed with open arms. If I may, let me
say how wonderful those hugs have been the past 5 years, without my faith and such a
supporting congregation, I don’t know where my life may have gone. Thank you, members
and friends of PRUMC.
When we traveled back to St. Louis for a visit, a member of that same welcoming church
asked me if Pleasant Retreat was “friendly”. I had the great joy of telling them with a big
smile on my face, “No, they are not a friendly church, they are a welcoming church!”
"For just as each of us has one body with many members, and these members do not all
have the same function, so in Christ we, though many, form one body, and each member
belongs to all the others." Romans 12:4-5
Yes, “hugs” are valuable, for “each member belongs to all the others”. I am excited for the
possibilities we have in the coming years for Pleasant Retreat United Methodist Church.
See you Sunday,
Otis
Need prayers for Landon Sakolevidis and his mother, Linda
Sakolevidis. Landon a 10 year old son had to have his colon removed and
was in the hospital for over 34 days. The doctors said that if they did not
remove his colon he would have died. ALer he got home from the
hospital he developed an abscess on his stomach and was in the hospital
for another 10 days. The Dr. thought he might have Crohn’s disease but
does not. They think at some point he will develop this. His mother Linda is experiencing
extreme depression and anxiety as a result of what Landon her 10 year old son has had to
go through in the last several of months. The address for Landon and Linda Sakolevidis is
5688 E. FM 552, Royce City, TX 75189. Please pray for the Sakolevidis family
and especially Landon and his mother Linda. Cards would be appreciated for both of
them. Thank you, Linda Cox

Aendance & Oﬀering

Dear Church Family at PRUMC,
Your thoughtfulness is a gift we
will forever treasure! A simple thanks may not be enough, but we
are still sending this note to express our heart-felt gratitude.
Sincerely,
The Porter Family, Jane, Lauren, Lindsey & Logan

Sunday, July 8, 2018
Traditional Worship

101

Sunday School

94

Fresh Start Worship

33

Worship Offering

$5,834.25

Sunday, July 15, 2018
Worship Service

112

Sunday School

105

Worship Offering

$5,741.00

