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In November, PATH’s special drive is
Coats, Blankets & Diapers.

Grace and Peace,

Donations can be placed in the PATH basket
in the church narthex.

Meanwhile, you may get a call. Pray about the answer you give to
leadership in 2018 for our church. And, if you want to be bold and
not wait for a call, contact me by phone, email, or in person and
tell me where God is wanting to use you! I can’t imagine He is
intending to leave you out as a leader. I believe He wants EVERY
member in MINISTRY, don’t you?
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We have others who are underused. For varied reasons they
have not been connected to the tasks. Many will say it’s because
we haven’t asked. Not sure it’s so simple. But I also know that
some people say no when asked when they really haven’t
considered it, and still some will say yes and are not really
committed to follow through with it. In the end, the underused
parts of the body face atrophy and a reduced ability.
Will you join me in praying for an
answer to this in our church as
well as other churches? Ask God
for a boldness in our spirits to
speak up if we are
underemployed, and to ask for
help if we are overemployed. Ask
also for God to give us an
ownership in His vision for
PRUMC, so that we can’t fathom it happening without us. Find a
place to serve within the church and our teams of ministry that will
be a faithful stewardship of your gifts and passion.

Upcoming Services

We have some church leaders who are tired. They have served
faithfully, I applaud the work they have done and join them in
wanting to secure those efforts and create a means of moving
forward in what we do as a church. I believe that the answer for
that is in strengthening the body so that more of the work is
shared.

November 19, 2017
“Go...and Make Disciples”
Matthew 28:16-20
Rev. Richard Luna

We are all familiar with Paul’s imagery of the “Body
of Christ” to the early church, but do we take it
seriously that you and I are integral to the
capability of that “body” today? Each year at this
time the work of recruiting and equipping church
leaders for the next year takes place. And what we
discover over and over again is that many of us in
the church find it a challenge to do more than attend worship or
Sunday School. What we also discover is that the body which
works only in part will tend to tire out more quickly.

November 26, 2017
“The Silence is Deafening”
Psalm 100
Rev. Richard Luna

Richard’s Faith Reflection….

Pleasant Retreat United Methodist Church Staff:
Rev. Richard Luna, Pastor
Otis Naron, Music Director
Jeremy Dick, Youth Director/Custodian
Rani Wiley, Children’s Director/Nursery Coordinator
Johnnie Russell, Pianist
Lindsay Brubaker, Secretary

November 15, 2017

Office Church Phone: 903-592-7183
PleasantRetreat.org
Office Hours: Mon-Thurs-9:00-4:00, Fri-9:00-noon
Traditional Worship: 9:00am
Sunday School: 10:00am
“Fresh Start” Worship: 11:15am
For pastoral emergencies, call 903-787-0585

Where Our Family Becomes Your Family

Pastor Appreciation Reception: Sunday, November 19, 10-11am, FLC. Drop by in
between services and say hello to Rev. Luna, let him know how much we
appreciate all he does for our congregation and enjoy some refreshments! Hosted
by the Staff Parish Relations Committee.
Children’s Outing: Sunday, November 19. We will leave after the second service
to go see “The Star.” Cost is $5 per child. Please let Rani know ASAP if your child
needs transportation so we can plan accordingly.
Family Night Life: Wednesday, November 22, No FNL (Happy Thanksgiving!)
UMW Ruth Group outing (NEW TIME!): Monday, November 27, 5:30pm. Dinner
out to FD Grillhouse at Cumberland Village.
Family Night Life: Wednesday, November 29, 5:30pm, Family Life Center. On the
menu: Smothered steak. Children’s Christmas Play Practice at 6:15pm and
Chancel Choir/Praise Team practices at 6:30pm.
UMW Deborah Group Meeting: Wednesday, November 29, 6:15pm, Family Life
Center. We will meet immediately following supper. Lindsay Brubaker has the
program.
Children’s Division Lock-In: Friday, December 1, 6:00pm, FLC. We will have
dinner and also do an extensive play practice. Please pick up by 9am on Saturday.
Communion Sunday: December 3. The offering will benefit the Salvation Army.
Children’s Christmas Play: Sunday, December 10, 5pm. Join us for this fun
annual event!
Christmas Toy Drive: Now through Dec. 10. The Children and Youth will be
collecting new, unwrapped toys to take to the kids at Church Under a Bridge this
Christmas season. Boxes to collect these toys will be placed in the FLC and the
sanctuary narthex. If you don’t have time to shop, you can make a church
contribution designated to “Toy Drive” in the memo line and we’ll do the shopping
for you!
Women’s Exercise: Monday Evenings, 6:30-7:30, (except when UMM meets),
Welcome Center. Contact Debbie Wade at 903-520-8495 for detailed info.
Piecemakers: Thursdays, 9am We meet at PRUMC to sew, quilt, & handcraft
items for various mission projects. Anyone is invited to join.
Hearts and Hands: 1st & 3rd Thursday, 6-8pm, Welcome Center. Join us for
knitting and crocheting . All ages & skill levels welcome. If you have Christmas
hats for infants, please get them to Debbie Wade by November 26 so they can go
to the hospital for the Christmas season.

Prayer Concerns

Virginia Baker
Monica Bigham
Wilma Blackstock
Michelle Brashear
Erin Brown
Melissa Brown
Norris & Nelda Buie
Ervin Chappel
Brian and Anna Cox
Ezra Daugherty & Family
Edgar Donaghey
Rita Dunn
William Ellis
Alzada Evans

Karen Evans
LeeAnn Grant
Luke Grumbles
Margaret Hall
Ted & Mary Hand
PJ Hanke
David Harmon
Darrell Helms
Cornelia Hood
Maggie Jones
Claire Kudrick
Clay Lemmert
Cody Longino & Family

Jay Lowe
Kyle Lucas
Rev. Richard Luna
Sarah Morgan
Rick Morris
Natalie Powell
Chris Reeder
Jennifer Perkins Roland
Chris & Dorothy Spath
Cindy Spence
Kay Spradlin
Mary Torres
Laura Ware
Lynn Warner

Sideline Saints
Helen Black Ardita Davis Jim Fairbanks Lynda Fowler
Joyce Mayfield Ethel Leatherman Hal McFarland Dona Wilkerson

Military Personnel
Justin Bailey Kris DeCapua Jay Dunklin Brandon Hart Mitchell Moorehead
Jordan Phillips Joshua Phillips Ryan & Samantha Stidham Daniel Westall
Please call 903-592-7183 or email secretary@pleasantretreat.org if you have any
additions or removals to/from the prayer list or Upcoming Events & Activities.

Thanksgiving in Song
Thanksgiving tradition isn’t only about the turkey as we all know. Our truly American Thanksgiving holiday is traced to 1621 when the Plymouth colonists and local Native American tribe
Wampanoga partook together in a feast of thanksgiving. Each colony
and state celebrated this tradition before President Abraham Lincoln
proclaimed that we celebrate a day of thanks in November. Part of our
practice as a nation is surely inspired by our tradition as Christians to
offer thanks.
The author, Martin Rinkart, wrote this hymn, “Now Thank We All Our
God”, during the horrendous 30 Years’ War and was the only clergy left
alive in his city of Ellenburg. In this midst of such, he wrote this amazing
song of thanksgiving: “All praise and thanks to God the Father now be
given; the Son, and him who reigns with them in highest heaven.”
Songwriter Matt Redman describes the song of Thanksgiving, “10,000
Reasons” saying, “It’s about the many, many reasons there are to worship and give thanks to God.” “The sun comes up it's a new day dawning. It's time to sing Your song again. Whatever may pass and whatever
lies before me. Let me be singing when the evening comes.”
Thanksgiving is an act of worship as central as one can find. We are
grateful for a God who has met us where we are in Christ, saving us
from sin and death in the Cross. We are grateful for the fact that blessings truly come from God, our creator. Living in gratitude is such a virtue
of not only worship but of practicality. When we live with thanksgiving
as our attitude we see everything differently.
-Otis

METHODIST YOUTH FELLOWSHIP
After Hurricane Harvey hit in September, the youth group
decided to collect clothes, shoes, toys, toiletries and other
items to take to some of the victims that were staying in
Tyler hotels. We made contact with the manager of one
hotel, and got it all set up to deliver these items to the
folks that needed them, but when we arrived Sunday
evening to deliver them, they had all checked out! So then
we wound up with a whole truck load of donations with no
where to take them! You actually may not believe how
hard it is to donate clothes. Most organizations told us
they were flooded with donations and
didn’t need any more. We decided that
we would hold on to what we had until
they were needed. After a quick talk
with Pastor Mark and
Donna Skorheim over
at Faith Community
Church in Tyler, we
found a home for all the clothes at Jesus’
Closet. They take donations and distribute
them all throughout Tyler and East Texas,
as well as Under the Bridge. Please
continue to pray for this amazing
organization, and all the work and energy
that it takes to keep something like this going on year after
year.
-Jeremy

It’s finally here! The kids are looking
forward to going to see the movie “The
Star” this Sunday,
November 19th after the
second service. Cost is $5. Let Rani
know right away if you need a ride!

Wednesday Night Live!

On the menu:
November 22nd:
November 29th:
No meal (Thanksgiving) Smoked Sausage

On Friday, December 1st, we will have our annual lock-in where
we will have an extensive Christmas play practice and play
games and eat some sweet treats!

Doors open @ 5:30pm, FLC
Children’s Play Practice @ 6:15pm
Choir Practice 6:30 p.m.
Praise Band Practice 6:30 p.m.

Christmas Toy Drive

Now through December 10th, the
Children and Youth will be collecting
toys to take to the kids at Church Under
a Bridge. If you would like to help us
out, please bring new, unwrapped toys
and place in one of the boxes in the sanctuary
narthex or in the Family Life Center. Don’t have time
to shop? Make a donation to the church noting “Toy
Drive” in the memo line and we will do the shopping
for you! Thank you and Merry Christmas!

Sunday, November 19th
10-11am (Come and Go reception)
Family Life Center

The Young at Heart Christmas party will
be Tuesday, December 12th at 11:00 am
at David and Mahlon Parker’s house
(203 King Ct., Bullard). Contact
Mahlon for more details. 903-539-0244
The Neoma Wilkerson class will
have a covered dish Christmas
party on Dec. 14th at 5:30pm in the
Family Life Center. Contact Nancy
Fisher at 903-570-8467 for details.
The Salvation Army has lots of “Angels” that need
adopting this Christmas. These are children in needy
families that otherwise would not receive much for
Christmas. If you don’t have time to go to the mall and
pick one out, Robbie Ott and Lindsay Brubaker are
going to make it easy for you! They will be in the
Sunday School Quad area with adoptable angels on
November 19th and 26th. Simply pick one out and
bring the items back by December 10th in the bag we’ll
provide and we’ll take everything back to the Angel Tree headquarters for
you! This is a great way for families or Sunday school classes to give back
this Christmas season!

Attendance & Offering
Sunday, November 5, 2017

Drop by in between services and say THANKS to
Rev. Luna for all he does for our congregation and
enjoy some refreshments!
Hosted by the Staff Parish Relations Committee

Sunday, November 12, 2017

Combined Worship

117

Traditional Worship

88

Sunday School

98

Sunday School

108

Fresh Start Worship

33

Communion Offering
Worship Offering

$307.00
$7,299.00

Worship Offering

$7,815.85

