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In December PATH’s special drive is:
Flour & Cornmeal
These items can be placed
in the PATH basket
in the PRUMC church narthex.

richard@pleasantretreat.org

Pleasant Retreat
United Methodist Church
417 CR 1143
Tyler, TX 75704

If nothing else, let’s open our spiritual hearts to making room for a new
hope, a new love, a new joy, and a new peace. God will fill the space we can
give!
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May I offer a spiritual parallel to our own Advent journey to Christmas?
What if we paused and began an inventory of how we are ready to receive
the gift of Christ? Are our lives “cluttered” with things that take up our
space and attention and keep us from what really matters in this experience
of God’s hope, love, joy, and peace? Are we lost in worn out traditions that
we can no longer explain except to say that it is how we have always done
it? Are we holding onto the territory of our faith practices and decisions and
failing to mentor others into doing and developing what we have come to
enjoy and what could possibly become something new and different for
discipleship?

Upcoming Services

Just as important as the Christmas miracle itself is the
“season” of our preparation for the gift. Maybe some
of you have already started your lists of things
“needed”, suggested and wanted as your gifts….and
now the realization is setting in that you have a closet
or house already full and no room for your new items.
This is a great time to “unclutter” our space and make
room for something new. Some items need to just be
thrown away. Some items need to be “re-purposed” to
a place where they can be better appreciated and more useful. Along the
way, each item we handle is a reminder of our past blessings and a fresh
perspective is given on what we really are needing today that will take that
space.

December 6, 2015
“Promise Keeper: Love”
Malachi 3:1-4
Rev. Richard Luna
December 13, 2015
“Promise Keeper: Joy”
Zephaniah 3:14-20
Rev. Richard Luna

Richard’s Faith Reflection….

Pleasant Retreat United Methodist Church Staff:

December 2, 2015

Rev. Richard Luna, Pastor
Otis Naron, Director of Worship and Music Ministries
Jeremy Dick, Youth Director/Custodian
Rani Wiley, Children’s Director
Johnnie Russell, Pianist
Erin Jones, Nursery Coordinator
Lindsay Brubaker, Secretary

Where Our Family Becomes Your Family

Office Church Phone: 903-592-7183
PleasantRetreat.org
Office Hours: Mon-Thurs-9:00-4:00, Fri-9:00-noon
Traditional Worship: 9:00am
Sunday School: 10:00am
“Fresh Start” Contemporary Worship: 11:15am
For pastoral emergencies, call 903-787-0585

Pleasant Retreat UMC

UMW Ruth Group Christmas Party: The Ruth Group Christmas party will be at
Linda Cox's house on Dec 8th at 6:00 PM. Bring gift to exchange & salad or dessert.

UMW Mary Helen Carter Group Christmas Party: Wednesday, December 9,
10:30am, at the home of Sue Knight. Bring salad or a dessert and a $15 gift. For
more info call Nancy Rozell at 903-849-6202.
Neoma Wilkerson SS Class Christmas Party: December 10, 6pm, Family Life Center
Friendship Class Christmas Party: Friday, December 11, 6:00pm, at the home of
David & Mahlon Parker. Bring your favorite finger food and a Christmas ornament
or decoration ($15 limit). Call Mahlon for directions: 903-539-0244
UMW Deborah Group Christmas Party: Friday, December 11, 6:30pm, Lindsay
Brubaker’s house. We’re having breakfast for dinner! Wear your pajamas and
bring a $10 gift card to exchange.
PRUMC Youth Christmas Party: Saturday, December 12. More details to come.
Finance Committee Meeting: Monday, December 14, 6:00 p.m. Connections
Classroom
Young at Heart Christmas Party: Wednesday, December 16, 11:00 a.m. at the
home of Mahlon Parker. For more info call Mahlon at 903-539-0244.
Christmas Under the Bridge: Saturday, December 19th, 4:00 p.m. See other side
for details.
Connections Class: We are studying James Bryan Smith’s “The Good and Beautiful
God”. Come join us for all or part of the study.
Hearts and Hands: 1st & 3rd Thursday, 6-8pm, Welcome Center
Come join us for laughter and fellowship as well as playing with and learning about
different fiber arts. All ages and skill levels are welcome to come and join us. For
more information, contact Debbie Wade at 903-520-8495.
Piecemakers: Thursdays, 9am
The Piecemakers meet at PRUMC to sew, quilt, and handcraft items for various
mission projects. Anyone is invited to join.
Women’s Exercise: Monday evenings, 6:30-7:30, except when UMW meets
Come join us on Monday evenings for Stretching, a bit of aerobic movement, and a
lot of laughter the best therapy ever. We get together nearly every Monday.

Please Pray For..
Debbie Wade’s parents
Arthur Hernandez
Ted & Mary Hand
Bud Worthen
Minnie Murphy
Rev. Jim Foster
Jay Small
Chris Spath
Jessica Blackmon Jones
Billy Ray & Alberta Rozell

Doris Timaeus
Ben Lemmert
Sarah Morgan
Alzada Evans
Katie Calicutt
Rhoney Doneghy
Dorothy Spath
Ken Standifer
Katie Wintters Langham
Mary Frances Hargrave

Russell Krasnesky
David Evans
Savannah Stroud
Cornelia Hood
Nancy Rozell
Ashley Sessions
Billy & Michelle Ware
Jeri Lynn Hallman
Chris Reeder
Charles & Velma Cade

Sideline Saints
Jim Fairbanks

Ardita Davis

Mary Serjak

Viola Errett

Military Personnel
Jay Dunklin
Mitchell Moorehead
Ryan Van Arsdall Ryan Stidham
Joshua Phillips Jordan Phillips Kris DeCapua
Justin Bailey
Bryon Otts
Brandon Hart Daniel Westall
Please call 903-592-7183 or email secretary@pleasantretreat.org if you have any
additions or removals to/from the prayer list.

A Song of Advent: Zechariah
Luke 1:68–79, there we find the Song of Zechariah. Zechariah’s song was not a
lullaby, but a song of faith. Zechariah sang, not about his own son, but about
another baby who would soon be born to a relative of his wife, Elizabeth. It’s not
until late in the song that he addresses his own son and the role he would play in
this event we call Christmas. Little baby John would grow up to be a herald, a
messenger, the baptizer, to prepare people for the coming King.
After 400 years of silence from God without a prophet to speak, the people had to
be awakened from their spiritual slumber. They had to remember the promises of
God. Through John’s life, work and eventual death, God served notice that his
eternal plan for the redemption of the people was finally at hand.
This was the first song of the first Christmas. And the lesson for us is this: Even in
apparent silence, God is preparing you and me for Christmas. God is not preparing
us for the holiday of Christmas, but for the reality of Christmas: “Emmanuel”, “God
with us.”
Come Sunday, and sing a song of Advent.
Otis

Pleasant Retreat UMC Advent Season Events

Sunday, December 6, 9:00 a.m. and 11:15 a.m.: Worship
Service emphasis: “Promise Keeper: Love” Theme verse: Malachi
3:1-4

Sunday, December 13: Worship Service emphasis: “Promise Keeper: Joy”
Theme verse: Zephaniah 3:14-20
9:00 a.m.: Choir Christmas Cantata
11:15 a.m.: Praise Band Special Christmas Music
5:00 p.m.: Children’s Christmas play: “An Unplugged Christmas”
Sunday, December 20, 9:00 a.m. and 11:15 a.m.: Worship Service
emphasis: “Promise Keeper: Peace” Theme verse: Micah 5:2-5a
Thursday, December 24, 7:00 p.m. : Christmas Eve Candlelight Service:
Worship Service emphasis: “Promise Keeper: Light” Theme verse: John
1:1-14

Mission Opportunities

Looking for ways to give back in our community this season? Here
are some great ideas!
Church Under a Bridge Christmas: Our church will be serving food at the

Through the week of Thanksgiving, I took some time to think of everything that I am
thankful for. My wife, my family, my job, tomorrow, God’s Grace, a home, and so on.
It seems like the things that can be taken for granted are the things I am most
thankful for. Trust me, I think about how fortunate I am to have a wife that volunteers
her time every week to help with the youth. I think about how fortunate I am that she
is such a good mother to Ainslee, Gavin and Caden. Every time I see my little girl smile
or take another step or play pat-a-cake with me, I think of how God has blessed us
with her. I think of how blessed I am to have a job that allows me to spend time every
week with a great bunch of youth. We have really gotten to know each other over the
last 2 ½ years. Not just where they go to school and when their birthday is, but really
getting to know them. It is certainly a blessing to have the relationships that each one
of us have with each other, and I am thankful for that.
I think about God’s Grace. We are taught from the time we can talk that God loves us
no matter what we do. Sometimes when you hear something for your entire life, you
just kind of become accustomed to it. But when I stop and think about that in prayer
and meditation, I am just amazed. Especially after becoming a parent myself. God
gave us His only Son. He was born to die for the things we do wrong. I could never
make the choice to give up my child for anyone. I do everything I can to keep her safe
from harm. And I’m just being honest here, but if I gave up my child for someone and
they didn’t follow every single rule I gave them, I don’t think I could forgive them after
such a sacrifice. But God just continues to love us and forgive us. That is AMAZING
love. There are no words to express my gratitude for that, and one day a year is not
near enough.
-Jeremy

Church Under a Bridge Christmas service Saturday, December 19th at 4:30
p.m. We have reserved 20 spots for servers. The Neoma Wilkerson Class is
collecting new blankets, hats, gloves & scarves to be distributed by Jesus’ Closet
that day. The deadline for collecting these items is December 13th. Please
contact Jeremy at jeremy@pleasantretreat.org or (903) 592-7183 if you want to
participate. He needs your commitment as soon as possible!

Salvation Army Angel Tree: Adopt one or more angels from the tree at the
mall and buy gifts, or help manage the station at the mall (handing out angels
and collecting gifts). Just go by the Broadway Square Mall (between JC Pennys
and Chik-Fil-A) or contact Anita Moore at 903-521-5297, sa2cmoore@gmail.com
or Nannette Anderson at 903-521-6828, dnannette.anderson@gmail.com.

Salvation Army Red Kettle Bell Ringer: Join the bell ringers of Salvation Army
and take a turn at managing a donation bucket! Go to www.RedKettleVolunteer.org or
call Suzanne Handley at 903-372-7364, suzn55@gmail.com to sign up.

Meals On Wheels: Most routes include between 10-12 stops and are designed
to take about an hour. To volunteer, contact Coordinator Donna Anderson at
903-525-0908 or donnaka@mowmet.org.

PATH (People Attempting To Help): In December, PATH’s special drive is
flour & cornmeal. These items can be placed in the PATH basket in the PRUMC
church narthex.

Welcome New Members!
Carolyn Newkirk
1521 Rice Rd. #K105
Tyler, TX 75703

Bill & Johnnie Servis
14120 CR 1134
Tyler, TX 75709

The Staff Parish Relations Committee invites all
PRUMC friends and members to consider making a
contribution to bless our staff this Christmas.
Please mark your checks/envelopes “Staff Christmas
Offering.” Please have checks to the office no later
than Sunday, Dec. 20th.
Thank you! -SPRC

The Dessert
Auction
Fundraiser put on
by the Youth on
November 18th
was a huge
success! Thank
you to all who
baked, bid and
bought!
Children’s division still needs
help cutting out flannel board
characters. If you would be
willing to offer your time to do
this (even from home), please
contact Kim Weaver at 903-539-7451.

Year-End Giving Statements
If you would like to receive a statement of your gifts
to Pleasant Retreat UMC Year-To-Date, please contact
Lindsay Brubaker at secretary@pleasantretreat.org or
call 404-729-9694. Statements can be mailed or
emailed directly to the contributor.
Yearly contribution statements will be mailed in January.

UMCOR trip planned for October, 2016!!
PRUMC has reserved 8 volunteer positions to travel to
Baldwin, LA & spend a week working for the United
Methodist Committee on Relief. If you would like to
be a part of this 8-member team please contact
Robbie Ott, 903-352-9547.

Reminder: No Wednesday Family Night Life
throughout the month of December!
We will resume on
Wednesday, January 6, 2016.

Roy Carter
Jone & Amy Ryan

Oretha Green
Mr. & Mrs. A.B. Land

Bob Wilkerson
Mr. & Mrs. A.B. Land
Jone & Amy Ryan

The beautiful Altar
flowers on Sunday,
November 22, were given
by Linda Bell in memory
of Susie Emerick.

Gifts in Honor
The PRUMC Youth &
Teachers
Jone & Amy Ryan

Christmas
Poinsettias
If you would like to order a
Christmas Poinsettia in
memory or honor of a loved
one, please send a check
with “Christmas Poinsettia”
in the memo line. Please
include a note stating who
the poinsettia(s) are in
memory or honor of. There
will also be order forms in
the bulletin on Sunday, Dec.
6th. Cost is $12 each and all
proceeds benefit Youth
Missions.

