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From Our Pastor
Does Every Church Need a Drag Queen? Part 1
This is the title of sermon I did not preach upon returning from California. There were a number of reasons for it,
mainly I felt I should preach on a theme related to Memorial Day. Nevertheless, here I am writing on the subject for
my June newsletter article. I heard the adult Sunday School class had a lively discussion about a new “trend” in theology called “Progressive Christianity.” It turns out some in both the congregation and the Adult Sunday School class
read one or more articles about this subject in the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association’s publication Decision. It
was the first time some of you have heard about this movement. (Here is a link to the latest article https://
decisionmagazine.com/lie-progressive-christianity/) It turns out that some still have questions about this “new” theology. Let me start by saying there is nothing new under the sun. Progressive Christianity is not new. It is an old
theology with new people.
Let me explain the title of my article, “Does Every Church Need a Drag Queen?” This is a play on the title of an
article published in The Atlantic written by Eva Green entitled, “Why Every Church Needs a Drag Queen.” It is about
an ELCA (Lutheran) pastor named Nadia Bolz-Weber. Bolz-Weber is a sober recovering addict. She trained to be a
Lutheran Minister. In 2008 she started a church that reaches out to LGBT people as well as addicts and people who
feel estranged from the church.

One characteristic of Bolz-Weber’s approach is that the church is open to anybody. She tries to speak a language
that people can understand, so her language is very earthy. In other words, she cusses, a lot. Eva Green wrote,
“As a performative pastor, Bolz-Weber might seem New Age, but her ministry is actually focused on something old school: sin. It’s a somewhat surprising bent for a mainline pastor—and a thought-provoking model
for churches that have been bleeding young people for more than a decade.”
Wow wee, a mainline pastor who talks about sin! “That’s refreshing,” I thought! Is this someone who is reaching
the LGBT world with the life changing Gospel of Jesus Christ? Maybe she is someone I can learn from? My hopes
were quickly dashed when I read Bolz-Weber’s book, Accidental Saints. Her concepts of sin, atonement, the Christian life are profoundly unbiblical. She uses Biblical words, but she fills those words with unbiblical meaning.
A long time ago in the Presbytery of Western New York (PCUSA), we were given the resumes of two people who
had applied to become our Executive Presbyter. In discussion with another minister about the lackluster theology of
both candidates, he remarked to me, “Look, there is some hope, candidate B mentions the name of Jesus. He’s a
go.” My minister friend was being sardonic. The only thing recognizably Christian in this potential Executive’s vitae
was the name of Jesus. Probably thrown in as an afterthought.
Bolz-Weber’s theology uses religious words, even New Testament words like sin and grace, but she gives them different meaning. Let’s examine her definition of sin from her book Accidental Saints.
In her book, she concludes that sin is human brokenness, that manifests itself in behaviors that hurt others, even ourselves to, a small or large extent. God’s wrath is not expressed against sin. “We are punished not for our sins as
much as we punished by our sins.” (p. 130-31)
She also denies the substitutionary atonement of Jesus Christ. She is very clear in her statements, Bolz-Weber
writes:
Some would say that instead of the cross being about Jesus standing in for us to take a really bad spanking
from God for own naughtiness (the fancy theological term for this is substitutionary atonement), what hap-

pens at the cross is “blessed exchange.” God gathers up all our sin, all our broken-ass junk, into God’s own self
and transforms that death into life. Jesus takes our crap and exchanges it for blessedness. The blessed exchange (and not substitutionary atonement) always just made so much more sense to me as an idea. (p. 18)
[When] Jesus came and died on the cross he wiped all those red marks away, but before Jesus, we had to get
priests to offer sacrifices on our behalf in order for those marks to go away. And let’s be honest … that’s a lot
of dead goats and pigeons. So, God sent his son to be the sacrifice for everyone once and for all. (I understand why that would be good news for goats and pigeons, but I’m less clear why that’s good news for me.) …
This view of sin and punishment is perhaps not as commonly held now as it was in previous generations, so I’m
not sure how many people believe God is holding a grudge against them for being bad. (p. 130)
This is an excellent example of “Progressive Christianity.” Sin is comprised of individual acts (red marks in her thinking), Jesus’ death on the cross makes little sense, but his ethic to love one another, does, so the real purpose of the
cross is ignored.
What is “Progressive Theology” then, and where did it come from? Well, it seems that of late, it has come from those
who grew up in very conservative Christian homes and felt rejected or smothered by their families and churches. They
felt unloved, unaccepted and wanted a god who would love them and accept them just as they were. Some felt
weighed down by sin and wanted release but didn’t feel they deserved to suffer with the guilt of those sins. Others
saw in the Church an institutional hypocrisy that did not practice what Jesus preached.
The difference between the Gospel and what Bolz-Weber preaches is it not that God forgives us because we are good
people with character flaws. We are utterly lost in our sins, incapable of saving ourselves, and it took the sinless Jesus
Christ to die on the cross to satisfy God’s righteous judgment against each of us. (As I have cited above, this idea is
completely unacceptable to Bolz-Weber.)
What is this progressive Christianity really? It is none other than Protestant Liberalism which began as a trickle in
about 1800 and has now taken over every mainline denomination except the Catholics and the Methodists. It should
be noted that Liberal (Progressive) Christianity did not build from a trickle to a flood. It was more like a creeping
plague that over time slowly supplanted Historical Christianity, wiping out spiritual health and vitality, without leaving
anything of substance in its place. Every institution and group taken over by this theology has been decimated.
Biblical Christianity believes the following.
•
•
•
•
•

The Bible, the Word God, is self-attesting, and the infallible rule of faith and life.
The miracles of the Bible actually happened.
Jesus Christ is the Incarnate Son of God, who was born of a virgin.
Jesus died on the cross, in our place, in order to meet God’s demands in the Law on our behalf. This is known as
the substitutionary atonement.
Jesus died on the cross, He was buried, He rose bodily from the dead. He will personally return to judge the
world at the end of time.

The chart below is a comparison between Liberal (Progressive) Christianity and Historical Christianity.
Historical Christianity

Liberal\Progressive Christianity

The Bible the Word God, it is self-attesting, and the
infallible rule of faith and life.

The Bible may contain the Word of God. It is only the
record of people trying to understand God.

The miracles of the Bible actually happened.

The miracles of the Bible did not happen.

Jesus Christ is the Incarnate Son of God; He was born
of a Virgin.

Jesus’ was just a man, a good man, with an excellent way of
life. The Virgin Birth is just an invention of the early
church. Thinking people cannot accept this.

Jesus died on the cross, in our place, in order to meet
God’s demands in the law on our behalf. This is
known as the substitutionary atonement.
The literal bodily resurrection and physical return of
Christ at the end of time.

Jesus life and death are just examples to us as to how we
should live.
Jesus did not literally rise from the dead. But his spirit
lives on in the hearts of his followers.

Next month I will explain a more about this Old\New Theology and how it has morphed into its present form. I will
also answer the question of my article’s title, “Does every church need a drag queen?”

Children’s Ministry News
June 2019
On Sundays:
We have now concluded the Sunday School Year 2018/2019, with Sunday
School classes having met for the last time before the summer on June 2nd. -Children’s Church will, of course, continue to be offered year-round!
On the Sundays when your Children’s Minister will be on vacation in the second
half of June (June 16, 23, and 30), Children’s Church will be led, in turn, by Susan
Prosser, Barb Wylie, and Laura Moran. THANK YOU, Ladies!

Sunday morning set-up and tear-down of Children’s Ministry-related areas will be taken care of in my absence by
Renee Ho-Falls and her sons. They are already heavily involved in this effort, even while I’m in town! THANK YOU,
Renee, Russell, Calvin, and Ryan!
News from the Nursery:
Sadly, Maercy Campion gave notice that she was leaving our Nursery Caregiver Team as of the end of May, due to increasing other obligations (especially at college!). She thanked our church for the opportunity to work with our congregation’s children over the past two years. Maercy has been a wonderful caregiver!
--By God’s Providence, it worked out just this week that we were able to hire a new addition to
the team..!
Julia McKenney has already been a volunteer at PCEPC’s VBS before. She has been babysitting
since she was in 7th grade, and is now a rising Junior at Upper St. Clair High School. Julia also volunteers as a Buddy at The Miracle League; and this summer, will be a Camp Counselor at the Upper St. Clair Rec Center. Julia has 3 sisters, and she loves to make people happy. Please welcome

her to our Nursery caregiver team when you have a chance!

Special Events:
On Sunday, May 19, lay leaders of our various Children’s Ministry areas who were active throughout the
past school year (-excluding VBS, as that’s a special, summer area!-), were recognized and thanked in front of
the congregation. The areas in question are Nursery care, Sunday School, Children’s Church, and Substitute
Service for any of the above.

SOME of our great Children’s Sunday School Teachers
(and helpers!)!
Many more than those pictured here were on the list to be thanked

Two of our great Nursery- and Children’s Church volunteers!

Coming Up Next:
--Yes, it’s coming closer!!
PCEPC’s Vacation Bible School is being planned for the week
of July 29 through August 2. Since this means it will be taking
place after St. David’s summer day camp will have stopped meeting,
we will be able to hold VBS for FIVE DAYS IN A ROW again (the first
time since we’ve been holding it at St David’s)!
The theme of the event, made possible with curriculum from
Cokesbury, will be To Mars and Beyond! During VBS, children
will learn how God walked with heroes of the Bible, and that He is
always with them, too. The “Vector Verse” (or, theme verse) for
this VBS will be taken from Ephesians 3:20: Glory to God, Who is able to do far beyond all that we could ask
or imagine by His power at work within us! Because we will keep going back to Ep(hesians) 3:20, the mascot
this year will be “EP3-20” (pronounced “Ee Pe three two-o”)!

…At of the time of this writing, we already have 74 children registered, and all of the essential leadership positions have been filled, thanks be to God! Unfortunately, we cannot accept
more children’s registrations at this time, as we’re filled to capacity. However, I will be glad to
take names for a wait list! There is a good chance that several children from the wait list will be
able to get into VBS either before it even starts, or after the first day. For any questions, please
call me at 626-807-3784; or email me at katie@peterscreekchurch.org!
The space ship outfitting team is currently asking anyone in the congregation to consider
whether they may be able to help us with the following items:
-empty Pringles cans.;
-clear, clean two plastic two-liter bottles (for fuel cells);

-old CDs (for the spaceship dashboard and -windows);
-and clear Christmas light strings (to borrow!).
Any of these items can be dropped off at the church office Monday thru Thursday between 9 to 3.
---After VBS, during the month of August, Music Director Eric Beeko and I are inviting
those PCEPC children who are in town from week to week to get together for informal
Summer Children’s Choir rehearsals!
…It is understood that some will be gone at one time and some at another; but with nonrushed, relaxed summer choir rehearsals, over time, all who are interested will be able to
get “into the groove”, and will begin to get ready for singing for the congregation at some
point in the fall!
Since Eric Beeko will be on a Study trip with Pitt students in Ghana through the end of
June, parents are encouraged, without obligation, to contact me to indicate their interest,
and on which Sundays their children might be there to sing with Pastor Eric!
….Please remember to check out events and announcements related to our Church Family from time to time on
our church’s Facebook page (https://www.facebook.com/Peters-Creek-Evangelical-PresbyterianChurch-111659865538568/ (The Facebook page could also use some ***** ratings!)
…THANK YOU, Church Family, for your support of PCEPC’s Children’s Ministry!! Whenever you have any
concerns, questions, or suggestions, please let me know! Yours, in Him,
Katie Brandt
katie@peterscreekchurch.org
626-807-3784 (c)

Grieving the loss of someone close to you?

Find comfort and support at GriefShare
Monday, June 10 - August 26
6:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
Central Assembly of God FLC
For more information, call 724.746.4900
13-week seminar/support group.
We are now an official Amazon Smile Charity. Remember, always start at smile.amazon.com and Amazon will donate 0.5% of the price of your eligible Amazon Smile purchases to our Church. Use the dropdown under Account &
List. Under Your Account choose Your Amazon Smile then choose Peters Creek Evangelical Presbyterian Church.

To our Church family,
Thank you for all the prayers, phone calls, cards and support during my recent health problems and surgery. We are
so blessed to be a part of such a loving and caring church family. Thank, too to the Crosstitchers for the beautiful blanket.
Your friend in Christ,
Ken Lash

Dear Members of Peters Creek Evangelical Presbyterian Church,
Thank you for your donation of $900.00 to the Peters Township Food Pantry. Our food pantry owes its success to
our local churches for their constant support. We cannot thank you enough tor your food and monetary donations as
we make every attempt to ensure that all in our community are food secure.
We ask that you pray for us as we serve others and are always looking for volunteer– please help spread the word!
Peace,
Laura Norton
Coordinator—Peters Township Food Pantry
The Fellowship Team would like to thank all the people who either donated a raffle
basket or gave us money to make a raffle basket. We ended up with over 20 raffle
baskets for the Strawberry Festival. At last years Fall Festival we raised $835.00
through tickets sales for the baskets which was donated to our General Mission
Fund.

Our next Men’s Breakfast is
Saturday, July 8th at 9:00
a.m. at the Bob Evans in Peters. We hope you will join
us!

JUNE
Mission of the Month
Shepherd’s Heart Fellowship & Veteran’s Home
Sharing the heart of Jesus, Our
Shepherd, on the streets of Pittsburgh and to the ends of the earth
Shepherd’s Heart Church feeds the
hungry, the homeless, the poor and the
addicted, with Gods Word and food
every weekend morning in a Drop-in
Center. The homeless have a place to take showers and wash their cloths.
They also provide transitional housing for homeless Veterans. The second
floor of the church provides 15 beds, a kitchen, a living room, showers, and
a computer room for those who have served our country.

Last summer a group from our church experienced this awesome mission.
We not only enjoyed each other’s fellowship, we enjoyed the fellowship of
those we served. God called each of us to serve and his presence was felt.
Our collection this month will provide the funds to prepare and serve a
warm meal to those in need. The date and time is to be announced and a
sign-up sheet will be placed at the information table later this summer.
Prayerfully consider giving and serving for this amazing mission. Please
mark your giving envelopes June MOM or Shepherd’s Heart.

Church Staff
Doug Brandt
Senior Minister
doug@peterscreekchurch.org
Eric Beeko
Director of Music and Worship
eric@peterscreekchurch.org
Katie Brandt
Director of Children’s Ministry
katie@peterscreekchurch.org
Marion Maentz
Director of Youth Ministry
marion@peterscreekchurch.org
Cyndi Taylor
Administrative Assistant/Bookkeeper
cyndi@peterscreekchurch.org

Publication Deadlines
Articles for the Church Chimes and
announcements for the bulletin should be
submitted in electronic format.
Submissions for the Chimes are due no later
than noon on the 15th of each month for the
following month’s edition.
Sunday Bulletin Submissions are due no later
than noon each Wednesday.

Peters Creek Evangelical
Presbyterian Church
A Congregation of the
Evangelical Presbyterian Church
608 E. McMurray Road, Suite 201
McMurray, PA 15367
724-941-6210

Strawberry Festival
Friday, June 14, 2019
6:00-8:30 p.m.
St. David’s Parish Hall

Fried Chicken, Roast Beef, Salads, Strawberry Shortcake, Kid’s Crafts, Bounce House, Music,
and Theme Basket Raffle (Proceeds to benefit Missions)
Tickets
Adults $10, Children (12 and Under) $5, Seniors (65+) $8 and Dessert Only $4

