Saved by grace alone, through Christ alone, we
love God, love others, and share the Gospel.

The

Church Chimes
Peters Creek Evangelical Presbyterian Church ▪ 608 E. McMurray Road, Suite 102 ▪ McMurray, PA 15317

July 2019

From Our Pastor
Does Every Church Need a Drag Queen? Progressive Christianity (Part 2 of 3)
Last month I promised that I would explain a bit more about Progressive Christianity and where it comes from. I also
promised I would answer the question of my article’s title, “Does every church need a drag queen?” But due to space
and for the sake of clarity, I will take up that question next month.
As you may recall, I based the title of this series of articles on an article published in The Atlantic written by Eva Green
entitled, “Why Every Church Needs a Drag Queen.” It is about an ELCA (Lutheran) pastor named Nadia Bolz-Weber.
In the June Chimes, I used Rev. Bolz-Weber as an example of Progressive Christianity.
Eva Green seemed to think that Bolz-Weber’s approach could help the mainline church grow and thus recover its influence with young people. She wrote:
“As a performative pastor, Bolz-Weber might seem New Age, but her ministry is actually focused on some
thing old school: sin. It’s a somewhat surprising bent for a mainline pastor—and a thought-provoking model
for churches that have been bleeding young people for more than a decade.”
It turns out that as we examined Bolz-Weber’s definition of sin and then compared it to the Bible, it came up lacking.
As I said last month Progressive Christianity is an old\new theology. It springs directly from 19th and 20th Century
Protestant Liberalism. Liberal Protestantism teaches:
The Bible may contain the Word of God. However, it is not an infallible rule for life or practice. It is only the
record of people trying to understand God.
The miracles of the Bible did not happen.
Jesus was just a man, a good man, with an excellent way of life.
The Virgin Birth was an embellishment by the early Church as it tried to make sense of Jesus’ death.
Jesus did not think of himself as the Messiah – this was something the early believers made up about him.
Jesus is the ideal man, because he gave his life in an act of love. Therefore, he is our ultimate “good exam
ple”.
The cross is a symbol of human injustice. It is not a place where sins are atoned for. Because God is love,
there is no need for an “atonement.”
Sin is not a state of being, but individual acts of wrongdoing. The natural consequences of wrongdoing makes
it seem like God judges sin.
Jesus did not literally rise from the dead. But his “spirit” (memory) lives on in the hearts of his followers. The
Church is to take the Christ’s message of love to world mainly through a combination of philanthropic en
deavors and through working for political solutions to social justice problems.
The most conspicuous example of old-line Protestant Liberalism can be seen in the life and ministry of Harry Emerson
Fosdick (1878 – 1969). Fosdick was born in Buffalo, New York. Having been born again at the age of 7, he was determined not to be like those “born again” (Fundamentalist) people. As he matured, he rejected doctrines like the
Substitutionary Atonement, and the Virgin Birth. He doubted that Jesus thought of Himself as the Messiah, he did not

believe in the Second Coming of Jesus Christ, the wrath of God was a metaphor for the natural consequences of human wrongdoing. According to Fosdick, none of these doctrines were required to call oneself a Christian.

Fosdick was a gifted preacher and communicator. He rose to national fame in the 1920’s for his crusade against
“Fundamentalism.” He held pastorates in many prominent Baptist and Presbyterian Churches in New York and New
Jersey. He was the founding pastor of the famed Riverside Church in New York City, the church built by John D. Rockefeller.
Fosdick said of himself: I am a heretic if conventional orthodoxy is the standard. I should be ashamed to live in this generation and not be a heretic.
The interesting thing about the Protestant Liberalism of yesteryear is that while it, by and large, rejected the core
(fundamental) doctrines of Christianity, it held onto the moral teachings of Scripture. For example, honesty, integrity,
truthfulness in personal dealings. Sex outside of marriage was considered inappropriate. This would be true of Harry
Fosdick. Based on what I know and have read, he would not have approved of same sex marriage or of sex outside
marriage. He would have held to traditional values regarding this institution.
On this point Progressive Christianity differs from Protestant Liberalism. To be fair, there are also some Progressive
Christians who do not reject such doctrines as the Virgin Birth, the Divinity of Jesus Christ, and at least some version
of the Substitutionary Atonement, but who have rejected the moral teaching of the Bible when it comes to sexual practice. According to ProgressiveChristianity.com, Progressive Christianity seeks to build a:
… community that is inclusive of ALL people, including but not limited to: Conventional Christians and ques
tioning skeptics, Believers and agnostics, Women and men, Those of all sexual orientations and gender iden
tities …*
In short, Progressive Christianity has fully embraced the free love ethic of the 1960’s. The movement has also fully embraced cultural relativism as its guiding philosophy. That means that contradictory views about God, Jesus Christ and
other Biblical ideas are welcomed in their churches.
This in brief is the background and current direction of Progressive Christianity. What is my response as your Pastor? I
firmly believe Protestant Liberalism and Progressive Christianity is not Christianity. Both movements are not the faith
once and for all delivered to the saints, it is another religion.
Jesus warned, “Beware of the false prophets, who come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly are ravenous
wolves.” (Matt. 7:15 NASB) False religion always dresses itself in things that are attractive. One attractive thing about
Protestant Liberalism and Progressive Christianity is that they both downplay judgement for human sin. Wouldn’t it be
great if we did not have to give an account of ourselves to God? The problem with this idea is that is simply not the
truth.
Progressive Christianity teaches that sin is the sum total of certain behaviors. One gets the impression when reading
progressive authors like Bolz-Weber that sin is: being angry, being rude, being a jerk or acting selfish. These “sins” may
make it difficult to get along with one another, but they don’t separate us from God.
The Bible teaches that sin is not the sum total of our bad actions, it is a state of being. Our wrongful actions are the
natural outworking of this state. This state of being separates us from God. Sin caused a rift between humanity and
God that is insurmountable from the human side. This rift can only be undone by Jesus’ work on the Cross. This was
Jesus mission: He came into the world to save sinners.
Paul wrote to the Ephesians:
As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, in which you used to live when you followed the
ways of this world and of the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the spirit who is now at work in those who are
disobedient. All of us also lived among them at one time, gratifying the cravings of our flesh and following its
desires and thoughts. Like the rest, we were by nature deserving of wrath. But because of his great love for
us, God, who is rich in mercy, made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions—it is by
grace you have been saved. (Eph. 2:1-5)
This is the import of true Christianity. We were dead in our sins, but God’s grace through Jesus Christ gives us the
power to become the children of God!
Next month, I will answer “Does every Church need a Drag Queen.

*Taken from https://progressivechristianity.org/the-8-points)

Small Group Campaign
September 15th marks the kickoff of PCEPC's annual church-wide small group campaign! The purpose of our yearly campaign is to provide an opportunity for unified
study and mutual growth while deepening our relationships as a congregation. This
year's effort will focus on the 10 week series 'How Should We Then Live' by Dr. Francis Schaeffer. 'How Shall We Then Live' is a broad review of our history, contemporary culture and why/how we are where we are, all the while offering up the Christian
worldview as the only alternative and remedy. Produced in the late seventies,
Schaeffer's series is as relevant to our contemporary circumstances as it was
then. We hope you'll join us in this fascinating cultural review as we grow closer to
one another through discussion and prayer.

14th Annual Feed My Sheep Golf Outing
Monday, August 19th
at South Hills Country Club
Since 2006, FMS has been supplying meals to hungry children in Costa Rica and in the past
year has been serving over 300 lunches five times a week. In addition to making several
mission trips to Costa Rica, Peters Creek EPC has been supporting FMS on a monthly basis for many years. A major source of revenue for FMS is their annual golf outing. This year's event is on MONDAY,
August 19th. The registration fee is $175/individual or $700/foursome. Events start at 9:30 AM with registration and brunch
followed by a shotgun start at 11:30 AM with awards presentation at 4:30 PM and dinner at 5:00 PM. Please contact Carl
Maronde (cnmaronde@comcast.net, 724-941-4541) no later than July 24 if you would like to participate as an individual or
if you have a foursome you would like to sign up.

The 10 Pillars of the Church Sermon Series
July 21, 2019 – It ‘tis Necessarily So - (Galatians 1: 8-9) - This is the first pillar of the
church - the Gospel is of Divine origin. The Second Pillar of the Church - there is propositional content to the Gospel - cognitive content that can be easily understood.
July 28, 2019 – The Law Can’t Cut It! - (Galatians 3: 1-22) - The 3rd pillar of the church,
The Law won’t save - because it can’t, it will only convict one of sin. The late rock ‘n roll
star, Bobby Fuller, wrote a popular song, “I fought the law and the law won,” so it is that if
we try. The 4th pillar of the church is, the Promise Supersedes the Law.

August 4, 2019 – Graduating from Spiritual Junior High - (Galatians 3: 22 - 4: 7) - Paul
once again reminds the Galatians of pillar number 5 (the load bearing pillar) justification by
faith alone, that we cannot earn our salvation through the works of the Law - only
through Christ. Pillar 6 we must learn to live as mature Christians. We are now out of
spiritual Jr. High, in Christ we have come of age. We have been adopted into Christ’s
family completely. We are now responsible for the inheritance.
August 25, 2019 – Don’t Go Back - (Galatians 4: 8 - 5: 1) - Pillar 7, Don’t Go Back to the Law (cast out the slave
woman if necessary, legalism is the slave woman). Pillar 8 Instead take your place as a child of promise. Pillar 9 Remember an heir acts like an heir.
September 1, 2019 – The Third Way - (Galatians 5) - How to live in the Spirit? Accept Christ, accept the struggle of
faith, don’t despair, watch God move. 10th pillar of the Church perseverance.

Children’s Ministry News
July 2019
On Sundays:
A huge THANK YOU to my subs (Lorraine Glass, Barb Wylie, and
Laura Moran for Children’s Church; and Renee Ho and sons for setup and teardown) for keeping things going in my absence!!
Doug’s and my vacation with members of both his and of my family in Germany was absolutely wonderful. Thank you
all for your good wishes!

--We are not offering Childcare during the 9:45 hour anymore for the remainder of the summer, as the Adult Sunday
School Class has stopped meeting until after Labor Day.
However, Children’s Church will keep meeting throughout the summer, never fear-- and of course, Childcare during the 11 am worship hour is always provided!!

Special Events:
SOME of our great Children’s Sunday School Teachers
(and helpers!)!

1. On Sunday, May 19, lay leaders of our various Children’s
Ministry areas who were active throughout the past school
year (-excluding VBS, as that’s a special, summer area!-), were
recognized and thanked in front of the congregation.
I apologize for having omitted in the last CHIMES the list of
those who were being thanked on that day for their service in
Children’s Ministry over the past school year!
Obviously, while Children's Ministry is all about our children, we would be lost without our adult leaders! What a
wonderful group of experienced, committed Children's Ministry Leaders we have at PCEPC!
We are tremendously grateful for the talent, time, and effort these leaders have invested in the following capacities
over the past school year:

Nursery Caregivers - Ethan Campion, Maercy Campion, Tori Maentz, and Alli Neas
Sunday School Teachers- Lynn Hutchison, Dianne Keller, Sandy McMurray, Nancy Maronde, Scott
Maronde, Cyndi Taylor
Substitute Leaders - Lorraine Glass, Sally Jeswilkowski Maura Kelly, Melissa Maronde, Barb Mullen, Susan
Prosser, Celine Rothaar, Barb Wylie
We thank each of them for their patience, their perseverance, their love for our children, and their love for the
Lord! May He richly bless them -- they are making an eternal impact!
Train up a child in the way he should go; And when he is old, he will not depart from it. (Proverbs 22:6 New
King James Version (NKJV))

2. The Strawberry Festival on June 14 was a smashing success! We can’t thank enough all those who made this
event come together!

Amanda Petito (great-niece of Cyndi Taylor) was on hand to help with
Children’s Crafts, a big THANK YOU to her for that!

---After VBS, during the month of August, Music Director Eric Beeko and I are
inviting those PCEPC children who are in town from week to week to get together
for informal Summer Children’s Choir rehearsals!
…It is understood that some will be gone at one time and some at another; but
with non-rushed, relaxed summer choir rehearsals, over time, all who are interested will be able to get “into the groove”, and will begin to get ready for singing for
the congregation at some point in the fall!
Parents are encouraged, without obligation, to contact me to indicate their interest,
and to let me know on which Sundays their children might be there to sing with
Pastor Eric!

….Please remember to check out events and announcements related to our Church Family from time to time on our
church’s Facebook page (https://www.facebook.com/Peters-Creek-Evangelical-Presbyterian-Church111659865538568/ ), and also on our church website (www.peterscreekchurch.org)! (The Facebook page
could also use some ***** ratings! )

…THANK YOU, Church Family, for your support of PCEPC’s Children’s Ministry!!
Whenever you have any concerns, questions, or suggestions, please let me know! Yours,
in Him,

Katie Brandt
katie@peterscreekchurch.org
626-807-3784 (c)

2019
Strawberry Festival

On Friday, June 14th the Fellowship Team had its annual Strawberry Festival. The weather was beautiful, and the turnout
was phenomenal. Over 200 people enjoyed the delicious food and fellowship. A jazz band made up of four talented high
school students from Peters Township provided the entertaining music. The children enjoyed the bounce house and

crafts. Members donated 25 awesome baskets for which $1,115.00 was raised for our General Mission fund from the raffle basket ticket sales.
The Fellowship Team would like to thank everyone from our Church who attended and/or helped in any way. We
couldn’t do it without you!

JULY
Mission of the Month
Vacation Bible School/Mars
This summer, dozens of fearless
space guides will accompany 75
children
on the first VBS to go into
space…!!

One small step for our kids...one
giant leap for God's Kingdom!
Cokesbury's To Mars and Beyond will help kids discover the wonders of
God's universe. They'll become voyagers on a journey through space, exploring where God's power can take them. Starting on an outpost on Mars
(our Assembly area), they'll lift off to distant planets on special missions to
collect power sources. Along the way, they'll learn how God walked with
heroes of the Bible…and that God is always with them, too.
This amazing adventure will inspire us all to give glory to God, who is able
to do far beyond all that we could ask or imagine (cf. Ephesians 3:20)!
Our journey TO MARS AND BEYOND is scheduled for
July 29 – August 2, Star Date 2019.

How can you help? Any donation, not matter how small, will be put to
use to nourish, educate, entertain, and inspire our space guides and the
many little space cadets...ahem, the little space voyagers! To add to the
fund that'll enable us to provide excellent Mission Control, please write
"VBS/Mars" or July MOM on the memo line of your check, or on
your giving envelope!
For non-monetary donations, we’re requesting the following
items:
-empty Pringles cans;
-clear, clean two plastic two-liter bottles (for fuel cells);
-old CDs (for the spaceship dashboard and -windows);
-and clear Christmas light strings (to borrow!).
Any of these items can be dropped off at the church office Monday thru
Thursday between 9 and 3.
Registration for our Space Adventure is now closed; however, there is a
wait list! Typically, at least some of those children on the wait list still get
into VBS, when others don’t end up attending. Do send any names of children interested in being on the wait list to katie@peterscreekchurch.org.
For further info, check out: https://tmab.cokesburyvbs.com/
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Publication Deadlines
Articles for the Church Chimes and
announcements for the bulletin should be
submitted in electronic format.
Submissions for the Chimes are due no later
than noon on the 15th of each month for the
following month’s edition.
Sunday Bulletin Submissions are due no later
than noon each Wednesday.
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