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From Our Pastor
Does Every Church Need a Drag Queen? Progressive Christianity (Part 3 of 3)
Finally I will answer this question! It seems a strange question to ask in a Biblically conservative congregation. But the
times in which we live compel us to deal with issues that are new to the church.
In review, the past two articles have been dealing with a new theology called “Progressive Christianity.” Progressive
Christianity is the direct heir of “Protestant Liberalism” which gained ascendancy in the mainline denominations and
their auxiliary institutions by the mid 20th Century. That theology has completely decimated the ranks of the Presbyterians, Lutherans, the United Church of Christ, Episcopalians, some Baptists and is now coming close to do doing the
same thing to the Methodists.
The common marks between the two theologies is a rejection of classical Biblical authority, the Divinity of Jesus Christ,
the Substitutionary Atonement and the serious nature of sin. In the case of Progressive Christianity, it also rejects the
sexual ethics of traditional Christianity. For example, a website dedicated to this theology, https://
progressivechristianity.org/ lists eight points of faith. Point 3 states that Progressive Christianity:

3. Seek[s] community that is inclusive of ALL people, including but not limited to: Conventional Christians and
questioning skeptics, Believers and agnostics, Women and men, Those of all sexual orientations and gender
identities, Those of all classes and abilities; …
Point 4 goes on to say:
4. Know that the way we behave towards one another is the fullest expression of what we believe; …
I believe, point 4 demonstrates this movement’s understanding of sin. Sin in this view, is not the condition of humanity.
Sin, instead, is merely individual acts and behaviors, that arise from our humanness. One way to describe it is with the
old phrase “to err is human.” These sins do not separate us from God in any real sense. That’s why Jesus supposedly
came, to tell us God is not angry and that He loves us very much. Thus, Nadia Bolz-Weber, “Because in the end, we
aren’t punished for our sins as much as we are punished by our sins.”
In orthodox Christianity sin is more than skin deep. It causes a fatal rupture between God and humanity. A rupture
that cannot be repaired by any good behavior or work on humanity’s part. This is the reason for the Incarnation, Jesus
took our place on the cross in order to do what we could not do. Of course, this is the substitutionary atonement
which Progressive Christianity rejects.
For the Progressive Christian, the church is a place where everyone can come together and celebrate, whatever lifestyle
they choose to live. By its acceptance of sexual identity politics Progressive Christianity brings Protestant Liberalism
up-to-date with 21st Century ideas.
As you may recall, the title of my article is taken from The Atlantic written by Eva Green entitled, “Why Every Church
Needs a Drag Queen.” I believe the underlying assumption of the article is that the church would benefit from the creative presence of a transgendered person and would also fulfill the Golden Rule by being an inclusive and accepting
community. As the tagline the Progressive Christian Denomination, United Church of Christ (UCC) goes, “Open
(welcoming to all) and Affirming.” The UCC’s doors are open to people of all different beliefs and sexual practices.
Once through the door people don’t need to recognize sin or change. Except, perhaps each new member is asked to
embark on a new journey to be all you can be. The UCC affirms beliefs and practices of everyone.

According to this logic, Jesus was friendly with sinners, we should be too. As a general rule, the church should welcome sinners and accept them as they are, because that is our business as the church! As Christians, we are not to
look down on social outcasts but embrace them and their behavior.
This of course is Progressive Christianity’s interpretation of Matthew 9.
In Matthew chapter 9, after Matthew was called to be a Disciple. Jesus was invited to his house for dinner. Matthew
invited “tax collectors and sinners.” The Pharisees complained that Jesus ate with these people! Sinners probably refers to people who had, among other vices, adopted some sort of free love ethic. Tax collectors were the social pariahs of their day. Almost nobody liked them.
Both groups, sinners and tax collectors, had little regard for the Law of God and even less regard for the rules the
Pharisees required. In Jesus’ time to eat with someone was to show your approval of them as a person. This is what
was disturbing to the Pharisees. In Progressive Christianity, the tax collector “as social pariah” is transferred to people
of the LGBT community of today. The reasoning of PC is, “If Jesus ate with social outcasts and sinners, who are we to
NOT follow his example.”

Here’s how Jesus answered His critics:
Pharisees: “Why does your teacher eat with tax collectors and sinners?” (verse 11)
Jesus: “Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick. Go and learn what this means: ‘I desire
mercy, and not sacrifice.’ For I came not to call the righteous, but sinners.” (verse 12, 13)*
Jesus challenged the Pharisees because they thought they were righteous when they weren’t. Afterall, they felt they had
their “behavior” under control. The sinners and tax collectors knew they were not righteous, they knew they disobeyed God’s Law.
It is true that Jesus welcomed sinners and their fellowship, but He did not “affirm” their sin. His message was “Repent,
for the kingdom heaven is at hand.”** Repentance means to turn from sin in the direction of righteousness. When a sinner turned to Jesus in repentance, they forsook their life of sin, just as Matthew, the tax collector, did. Jesus was welcoming to sinners, that is, He was and is open to them as individuals in spiritual need. But He did not affirm their sin.
He instead redeemed them from their life of sin.
In one sense, the Pharisees were right, the people Jesus ate with were wicked sinners. What they missed was that they
themselves were even more wicked because of their view of sin. To the Pharisee, sin was something that was “out
there.” It did not originate in the heart. Sin and uncleanness entered by what and how a person would behave. It also
came about by keeping company with people who had no regard for their rules and God’s laws. Therefore, to them,
Jesus proved He was a false teacher by being around people like these tax collectors and sinners.
Jesus went on to rebuke the Pharisees for their lack of compassion. Jesus’ mission was to act as a spiritual physician.
Therefore, He treated those who needed to be saved. He was not there to make people the Pharisees thought of as
social misfits into Pharisees.
Throughout His ministry, Jesus made clear what sin was and its effect on everyone:
And he called the people to him and said to them, “Hear and understand: it is not what goes into the mouth
that defiles a person, but what comes out of the mouth; this defiles a person.” Then the disciples came and said
to him, “Do you know that the Pharisees were offended when they heard this saying?” He answered, “Every
plant that my heavenly Father has not planted will be rooted up. Let them alone; they are blind guides. And if
the blind lead the blind, both will fall into a pit.” But Peter said to him, “Explain the parable to us.” And he said,
“Are you also still without understanding? Do you not see that whatever goes into the mouth passes into the
stomach and is expelled? But what comes out of the mouth proceeds from the heart, and this defiles a per
son. For out of the heart come evil thoughts, murder, adultery, sexual immorality, theft, false witness, slander.
These are what defile a person. But to eat with unwashed hands does not defile anyone.”***
Jesus’ understanding is that sin is a problem of the heart, the mind and the will! Sin requires redemption.
*Matthew Chapter 9
**Matthew 4:17
***Matthew 15: 10-20

Eva Green’s article, “Every Church Needs a Drag Queen”, I believe, is meant to challenge the bourgeois attitudes of
traditional churches. Her implication is that a transgender person can add much life and creativity to the church. With
the church losing members, to be accepting of people unlike the typical church member, a traditional Church has the
real chance of bringing back all the young people they have lost. Green seems to think that for the church to talk
about “sin” is refreshing and needed. It is at least some tie to historical Christianity. Unfortunately, her example, Nadia
Bolz-Weber, has no theology of sin. Bolz-Weber’s theology of sin is a jejune rehash of Pelagian thought on this subject.
Sin so affects the human race that our thoughts, attitudes, and deeds do not pass muster with God. Christianity is redemptive faith. To redeem means to buy back. To redeem in the Christian sense means that God bought us back from
sin – something we cannot and will not do ourselves. Jesus came to redeem every aspect of human life, which includes
our sexuality.
Now, I’m ready to answer the question of my title, “Does every church need a drag queen?” The short answer is to
rephrase the question in form of an exclamation, “EVERY DRAG QUEEN NEEDS THE CHURCH!”
Drag Queens cannot afford to find a church which panders to their broken lifestyle. The Gospel means to be telling
people what they may not want to hear. “Repent, for the kingdom of God is at hand.” If what the Bible teaches about
sin, its effect and remedy is true, there is an eternity to lose.
Jesus imparts power to anyone who will believe to live as new creatures in obedience to the Word of God. This includes Drag Queens and any other person who self-identifies as a sinner.
Romans chapter 6:
Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. For we know that since Christ was
raised from the dead, he cannot die again; death no longer has mastery over him. The death he died, he died to
sin once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God.
In the same way, count yourselves dead to sin but alive to God in Christ Jesus. Therefore, do not let sin reign in
your mortal body so that you obey its evil desires. Do not offer any part of yourself to sin as an instrument of
wickedness, but rather offer yourselves to God as those who have been brought from death to life; and offer
every part of yourself to him as an instrument of righteousness. For sin shall no longer be your master, because
you are not under the law, but under grace. … What benefit did you reap at that time from the things you are
now ashamed of? Those things result in death!
Furthermore, the Church of Jesus Christ has little room for being squeamish about associating with or loving people
who self-identify as part of the LGBT community. They are deserving of the Church’s love, for they are created in the
image of God! Their sin is no worse than that of the sweetest traditional, orthodox Christian. I can’t imagine Jesus not
reaching out to people of this community and I see Him doing so without the slightest hesitation. At the same time, I
also can’t imagine Jesus leaving them in their state of bondage without telling them the truth. Jesus did not leave Matthew as a dishonest tax-collector, nor did He affirm Zacchaeus in his lifestyle of graft. The list could go on. Jesus came
to redeem that which is lost. Every human being on the face of the planet is lost without Jesus Christ.
For the Church to pretend Jesus teaches a “free-love” ethic is unfaithful to Christ and unloving to people who do not
know Christ.
The Church has a unique opportunity. Things that were once in the closet are now out in the open. In a way, that’s a
good thing. People are virtually free to express themselves to the full extent of human imagination. When things, once
hidden, come into the light, they can be addressed and ministered to.
Yes, every drag queen needs the church to tell him the truth of the ever-lasting Gospel! He\she also needs the church
to show grace, compassion, and kindness as we minister the Gospel to that person. Therefore, the Church should be
welcoming to all sinners, regardless of dress or inward confusion. But, it should always be remembered that the church
is a redemptive community, where broken sinners are changed into the image of our Savior, Jesus Christ .

Small Group Campaign
September 15th marks the kickoff of PCEPC's annual church-wide small group campaign! The purpose of our yearly campaign is to provide an opportunity for unified
study and mutual growth while deepening our relationships as a congregation. This
year's effort will focus on the 10 week series 'How Should We Then Live' by Dr. Francis Schaeffer. 'How Shall We Then Live' is a broad review of our history, contemporary culture and why/how we are where we are, all the while offering up the Christian
worldview as the only alternative and remedy. Produced in the late seventies,
Schaeffer's series is as relevant to our contemporary circumstances as it was
then. We hope you'll join us in this fascinating cultural review as we grow closer to
one another through discussion and prayer.

Grief and Loss Support Group
Join us for a free bereavement dinner and ongoing support group
The loss of a loved one affects us physically, mentally,
and spiritually. People need to grieve in order to heal.

While grieving requires a great deal of effort and energy, the support gained from others who have endured
a similar loss is invaluable.
Canonsburg Hospital through its pastoral care department* is offering a grief and loss support group, followed by a grief and loss dinner.
* Our chaplain is available for private appointments.

Support Group Meetings
Wednesdays from September 4 through October 9
Canonsburg Hospital McNary Conference Center
6:30 - 8:00 p.m.

Grief and Loss Dinner
Wednesday, October 16
Canonsburg Hospital McNary Conference Center
6:30 - 8:30 p.m.
RSVP for the dinner by Monday, October 14 by calling
724-745-6100 extension 4118

We are now an official Amazon Smile Charity. Remember, always start at smile.amazon.com and Amazon will donate 0.5% of the price of your eligible Amazon Smile purchases to our Church. Use the dropdown under Account &
List. Under Your Account choose Your Amazon Smile then choose Peters Creek Evangelical Presbyterian Church.

Children’s Ministry News
August 2019
On Sundays:
During our Summer Sundays, we have been on break from Sunday
School. We have also not been offering Childcare during the 9:45 hour
anymore after the first few weeks of June, since the Adult Sunday School
Class decided to go on break until after Labor Day, as well. Both Sunday School and childcare during the 9:45 will
start up again on September 8!
Children’s Church has meanwhile been meeting continuously throughout the summer, as always --and of course,
Childcare during the 11 am worship hour is always provided!!
Special Events:
--We had an amazing voyage TO MARS AND BEYOND…!!
Our Vacation Bible School took place during the week of
July 29 through August 2!
A Great Big THANK YOU to the 50 (!) volunteers from
our congregation and beyond, who made this adventure possible!!
Thank you also to all of you who donated or loaned us items
to outfit our Mars Outpost!
Thank you to all who cut out stars and arrows… everything came together beautifully (and was
thereafter used by St. David’s for their own Vacation Bible School; and will again be used in 2020 for Canonsburg UP Church’s VBS!)!!
During our To Mars and Beyond! VBS, children learned how God walked with heroes of the
Bible, and that He is always with them, too. The “Vector Verse” (or, theme verse) for this VBS
was taken from Ephesians 3:20:
Glory to God, Who is able to do far beyond all that we could ask or imagine by His
power at work within us!
Because we kept going back to Ep(hesians) 3:20, the mascot this year was “EP320” (pronounced “three-two-o”)!
With 75 space voyagers, our VBS was filled to capacity. As several families had scheduling conflicts arise since their
registration, however, everyone who signed up for the wait list was still able to join us on our journey!
Please enjoy the next 3 pages of all the fun and excitement at our 2019 VBS To Mars and Beyond Voyage.

….Glory to God, Who is able to do far beyond all that we could ask or imagine by His power at work
within us

Coming Up Next:
Music Director Eric Beeko and I are inviting those PCEPC children who are interested in
keeping up the momentum of song and praise to join the Children’s Choir once again!
Upcoming rehearsals will take place before Sunday School (9:30 – 10 a.m.) on September 8, 15, and 22; and in lieu of Sunday School on September 29! The children
will then sing in worship on September 29.
…September 8 will also mark the beginning of Sunday School Year
2019/20! Our three children’s Sunday School Classes (Preschool, K-2, and Grades
3-6) will meet in their respective classrooms; but instead of for lessons, we will
meet over snacks and games. Parents are welcome to come in and greet the teachers!
After worship, we will have Children’s Games (for all ages!) during our All
Church-Picnic at Elm Grove Park.
….Please remember to check out events and announcements related to our Church Family from time to time on our
church’s Facebook page (https://www.facebook.com/Peters-Creek-Evangelical-Presbyterian-Church111659865538568/ ), and also on our church website (www.peterscreekchurch.org)! (If you go on our
Facebook page, please consider giving it a good rating!
)

…THANK YOU, dear Church Family, for your support of PCEPC’s Children’s Ministry!!
Please contact me with any concerns, questions, or suggestions your may have!
Yours, in Him,

Katie Brandt
katie@peterscreekchurch.org
626-807-3784 (c)

AUGUST
Mission of the Month

Church Staff
Doug Brandt
Senior Minister
doug@peterscreekchurch.org
Eric Beeko
Director of Music and Worship
eric@peterscreekchurch.org

Please join our Missions Ministry Team each Sunday in August in helping to
raise money for worthy missions. Various mission opportunities are on
display, each with a waiting bucket ready to be filled with any size donation
you wish to make. Simply choose a mission that tugs on your heart and
drop your coins, dollars or checks in the chosen bucket. Please note that
if you wish to donate by check please make it payable to Peters Creek
EPC and note on the memo line which mission you are donating to. If you
use your giving envelopes please mark August MOM or Mission Possible
on the envelope and also note the mission you are donating to.

Katie Brandt
Director of Children’s Ministry
katie@peterscreekchurch.org
Marion Maentz
Director of Youth Ministry
marion@peterscreekchurch.org
Cyndi Taylor
Administrative Assistant/Bookkeeper
cyndi@peterscreekchurch.org

Please plan to join us for an Ice Cream Social immediately following our
service on September 1st to help celebrate this special month of giving.

Publication Deadlines
Articles for the Church Chimes and
announcements for the bulletin should be
submitted in electronic format.

Save the Date

Submissions for the Chimes are due no later
than noon on the 15th of each month for the
following month’s edition.
Sunday Bulletin Submissions are due no later
than noon each Wednesday.

Sunday School Kick
Off Celebration &
Church Picnic

Sunday, September 8th
Sunday School 9:45 am
Picnic following Sunday Service
at Elm Grove Shelter
Thompsonville Road
Please use the sign up sheet at the back of Parish Hall to let us know
whether you are bringing a salad or a side. The Fellowship Ministry will
be providing fried chicken, sandwiches, dessert and drinks. If you do
not cook it is not necessary to bring a side dish your presence
is more important. We will also have a shuttle service or handicap
parking for those with walking disabilities.
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