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Lent: A Time for Taking a Look
Within
We know that the season of Lent is a time for renewal,
rethinking and ordering our purpose and focus for
life. All of this comes as we seek the direction that
God would have us take as servants. It is a time to ask
forgiveness for misdeeds of the past and an awareness
of needs both within us and around us. We ask that
Mike McKnight
God would help us see those things we should do
and give us the strength and compassion to do
what needs to be done. The need for compassion is
primary as we seek to do the work as disciples of Jesus Christ. In the past weeks
since the tornado that struck our community, we have seen countless acts of
compassionate care done by others. For this we are all grateful.
I love a story I read from Zig Ziglar’s book See You at the Top. He writes about an
old man who stood on the riverbank, many years ago, waiting for someone to
help him across the waters that were bitterly cold. There were no bridges, and he
was depending on a rider on horseback to carry him across. Finally, after a long
wait, some riders approached. The old man let the first, then the second, pass
without asking for a ride. Finally, the seventh man came, and the old man asked,
“Sir, would you give me a ride to the other side?” The man answered, “Well, sure
I will.” As they were crossing the chilly waters, the rider asked, “Why did you wait
for me instead of asking those who came before me for a ride?” The old man
replied, “I looked into their eyes and saw no compassion. I knew to ask would be
useless. But I saw compassion in your eyes. I saw a willingness to help. I knew you
would give me a ride.” The man said, “Thank you. I appreciate your kind remarks.”
With that, he let the old man off on the other side, and Thomas Jefferson rode off
to the White House.
Ziglar reminds us that the eyes are the windows of the soul. Then he asks a
pointed question: “If you had been the last rider, would the old man have asked
you for a ride?”
May the compassion of Christ be so great within us that all whom we come
in contact with can see it and know that they are in the presence of one who
knows the Living Christ. Today is a good day to pray to be more compassionate
as we remember the compassion that has been shown to us.
I’ll see you in church on Sunday.
In Christ,
Mike
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Lenten Series
Questions and doubts are a
normal part of our journey of
faith. We don’t have to fear
the questions we have about
God. Instead, He invites us to
draw near to Him with our
questions—even in the midst
of our doubts. Our Lenten
worship series, Fearless—the
Courage to Question, will
begin Sunday, March 5. We
will look at those in Scripture
who came to Jesus with their
own questions and struggles
about God, life and faith.
And we’ll learn how we can
confidently approach Him
with ours as well.
During this series at the
9:45 a.m. hour, we will also
offer a time of small group
discussions led by our pastors
that will help you go deeper
on this topic. You are invited
to join us in Founders Hall
if you do not already have a
Sunday School class.
Contact Susan Eaton at
susaneaton@parkwayheights.
org for more information.

FYI
UMW Call to Prayer
and Self-Denial

On Tuesday, Feb. 14,
Parkway Heights’ three
United Methodist Women
circles gathered together
for a call to prayer and selfdenial for global awareness
of women and children
health issues. As an act of
self-denial, the women ate
a simple meal of soup and
crackers. Mike McKnight
was the guest speaker,
and a special offering was
taken for several local
organizations.

Becoming a Stephen Minister
We all go through tough times
in life—times that are turbulent
and unsettling. In the midst
of these challenging seasons,
it can be extremely helpful to
have someone come alongside
us to give understanding and
encouragement—to provide stability,
hope and Biblical principles to help
us through the storm. This is what a
Stephen Minister is able to provide: a
listening ear, a supportive perspective
and God’s Word to help us through
the challenges of life.
Who are Stephen Ministers?
Stephen Ministers are compassionate
individuals who are trained to
help us when we encounter loss,
grief, relationship challenges,
unemployment, a spiritual crisis and
other things that can throw our lives
into a tailspin. All communication with
a Stephen Minister is confidential.
Parkway Heights member Carolyn
Karlovich received training and served
as a Stephen Minister years ago in
Texas. She is excited for Parkway
Heights to start this program, which
will be the only one in the Hattiesburg
District.
“I’ve always loved helping others and
doing as much as I can for them,”
Carolyn said. “When this (Stephen

Ministry) was
first introduced
at my (other)
church, I
thought this
was the perfect
opportunity to
put in the hours
for the training.
Carolyn Karlovich
For me, it’s like
being so close to God and continuing
your journey with Him. And when
you’re there and you’re trained and
you can reach out to those who are
hurting and know the right things to
say and the right things to do, it just
makes you feel good.”
How does a person become a
Stephen Minister?
Training is provided to become a
Stephen Minister. Through the 50
hours of training, you will receive
practical, hands-on learning and
resources to provide Christ-centered
care and meet the emotional and
spiritual needs of others. You will
always be helped and supported in
your ministry by our team of Stephen
Leaders, who will help you grow.
Being a Stephen Minister may be one
of the most rewarding opportunities
you will ever embrace.
To learn how to become a Stephen
Minister, contact Julie Collins.

Prayer Ministry Reminders
Have you seen the cute little church box in the Atrium and wondered what it was? This box
is for you! If you have any prayer requests that you’d like to share with our Prayer Team and/
or the church staff, you may write your prayer request on a card and place it in the box. Our
Prayer Team prays over these needs each week.
Also, if you would ever like to receive prayer from the Prayer Team, a member is present in the
Prayer Room every Monday from 11 a.m. until 1 p.m. Additionally, everyone is always welcome and encouraged to visit the Prayer Room any time the church is open.

FYI
PH 101 Offered on March 12

Southern Chorale to Perform

Want to know more about Parkway Heights? Are you
considering membership? Are you a new(ish) member
who’d like to learn more? Then Parkway Heights 101 is for
you! This one-time class provides information about our
ministries, our United Methodist beliefs and more!

The University of
Southern Mississippi’s
Southern Chorale will
present three free
concerts in three cities
in one week. Directed
by Dr. Gregory Fuller,
the ensemble is known
as one of the finest a
capella groups in the
United States, making
significant national
and international
appearances over the last decade, including a
premiere of a new work at the National Collegiate
Choral Organization conference and a tour of
Jamaica. Various guest artists and groups will share
the spotlight during this mini-tour.

Parkway Heights 101 will be held
Sunday, March 12 at 9:45 a.m. in
Room 302A. To register, email juliecollins@parkwayheights.org call
601.544.7873. Come learn more
about Parkway Heights!

March Communion Offering
The communion offering received on Sunday,
March 5 will support our seminary students. Parkway
Heights currently has two members enrolled in seminary, Katie Giedd and Wes Ingram. Your gifts will help
both of them with school expenses and relieve the
burden of debt after graduation.

The third of the three concerts will be held at
Parkway Heights on Tuesday, March 7 at 7:30 p.m. in
the Sanctuary. Everyone is invited to attend.

NEW DATE for Women’s Ministry Spring Retreat
Captivated
April 28-29 at Longleaf Plantation in Purvis, MS
Cost: $85
So many things in this world captivate us and hold our attention—occupy most of our thoughts, energy and focus. What does it look like to be
captivated by Christ? How does that transform our thoughts? How does it
change where our energy is directed? And what does it mean or look like
for someone to be a willing captive of Christ? We’ll take a look at the lives
of various individuals in Scripture and discover what they discovered about
being captivated by Christ instead of being captivated by the world and
how that one decision transformed their lives.
We invite you to join us for a weekend of beholding Christ, being captivated by Him and being transformed by the renewing of your mind, while enjoying thoughtful conversation and relaxing downtime with other women.
Registration is open March 1-April 15. All women are invited and welcome
to attend, so invite your friends! You can register online at parkwayheights.

Annual Friends of Wesley
Fundraiser
Pastor Cook-Off
Thursday, April 6 - 5:30 p.m.
Oak Grove UMC
Supporting the ministries of the
USM Wesley Foundation
live auction, silent auction, homemade food
from pastors in the Hattiesburg District,
homemade desserts and lots of fun!

To purchase a $10 ticket, please contact
Susan Eaton at susaneaton@
parkwayheights.org.

SENIOR ADULTS
Senior Health Series:
Normal vs Abnormal
Aging
Please join Dr. Lindsey Lewis on
Thursday, March 30 from 10 a.m. until
noon in the Youth Chapel for a Positive
Approach to Care™ workshop that
will provide essential information on
how to have a positive and meaningful relationship with loved ones
with Alzheimer’s and other forms of
dementia throughout their journey.
This seminar will help care providers,
family members and anyone who is
trying to cope with the changes that
happen with dementia.
This workshop will help learners
recognize and understand “normal”
and “not normal” aging. Participants
will develop better observation skills
to recognize and intervene effectively
when behavioral challenges occur.
They will learn to develop new skills
related to approach, cueing and ability to connect with people affected
by dementia. The workshop will also
address typical issues that occur from
early stages through mid-disease and
into the final care concerns that are
part of the progression.

WESLEY CLUB
Woodley Elementary Choir Entertained in February
In February, Wesley Club welcomed
the Woodley Elementary School
Choir. The choir is under the direction of Mr. Eddie Pope, who has
been leading the group for about
three years. The choir is made up
of about 30 fourth and fifth grade
students. Everyone greatly enjoyed
their performance, and we thank all
those who greeted or served the
children during lunch.

Woodley Elementary School Choir

Next Meeting to Be Held March 16
Kim Pittman, executive director of Wesley Manor Retirement Community,
will join Wesley Club on Thursday, March 16 to share about the new and
exciting things happening at Wesley Manor. Parkway Heights currently has
12 members who call Wesley Manor home. We invite everyone 55+ to join
us at this month’s meeting!
Wesley Club meets on the third Thursday of each month from 11:45 a.m.
until 1 p.m. in Founders Hall. If you have never been contacted by a Wesley
Club caller and are interested in attending, please call the Church Office
at 601.544.7873 to make a reservation. Lunch is $7/person. If you have any
other questions about the Wesley Club, please contact President Helen
Moss or staff member Julie Collins.

OUTREACH
Save the Date
Spring Blood Drive
Sunday, April 9
Youth Chapel

Please plan to donate!
Registration begins soon!

R3SM Needs Office Volunteers
Recover, Rebuild, Restore Southeast Mississippi, also known as R3SM, is in need of
office volunteers to help answer the phone. R3SM is the nonprofit organization
that coordinates recovery services for those with unmet needs after a disaster,
such as the tornado of Jan. 21. The office is located at 301 Buschman Street in
downtown Hattiesburg. Anyone who can volunteer an hour or more is asked to
please contact R3SM at 601.544.5115. Any amount of time you can serve will be
appreciated! The needs go on long after a disaster is over.

FYI
You and Your Spiritual Gifts
For what are spiritual gifts intended? Who receives
spiritual gifts? How can I be sure which spiritual gifts
I have? Are spiritual gifts permanent or temporary?
What does the Bible say about spiritual gifts?
To learn the answers to these and other questions,
check out the course Discovering God’s Vision for Your
Life: You and Your Spiritual Gifts. Starting on Wednesday, March 22 and concluding on Wednesday, April
12, this course will meet on Wednesdays from 6-8
p.m. in Room 303 A/B. Julie Collins and Carolyn Karlovich will teach this course. A registration fee of $10
is requested to cover the cost of materials, refreshments and other supplies.
To register or find out more, contact Julie Collins
(juliecollins@parkwayheights.org or 601.544.7873).

Parkway Heights Legacy Program
Parkway Heights’ Legacy Committee invites everyone to
two mini-seminars that will be helpful to all. The first is
Wills and Estates on Wednesday, March 22 at 6 p.m., moderated by Tangi Carter, attorney-at-law. Those attending
will not only learn information about wills and estates,
but also important information about planning guardianship of children. Parents of young children may be
especially interested in attending.
Parkway Heights’ Legacy Committee will moderate the
second mini-seminar on Wednesday, April 5 at 6 p.m.
This session will provide information about our church’s
new Legacy Program.
During the intervening Wednesday, on March 29, an
informal, question-and-answer session will take place on
a come-and-go basis. Refreshments will be provided.

PH HAPPENINGS

Parkway Heights was happy to house Team
Rubicon, a volunteer group with members from
across the country, who performed disaster
recovery work for weeks after the Jan. 21 tornado.
In total, we provided housing for 44 volunteers.

Thanks to everyone who helped welcome the
USM Golf Team to a dinner on Feb. 9.

Parkway Heights hosted a book discussion on
“Born of Conviction: White Methodists and Mississippi’s Closed Society “ by Thomas Reiff on Feb.16.

Everyone at the W@P dinner on Feb. 15 was entertained by the Hattiesburg High violas group.
Our Women’s Ministry enjoyed a terrific event
Feb. 2-3 with Rev. Sarah Heath as the speaker.

Hattiesburg High School’s band was grateful to
receive some snacks from their Parkway friends.

YOUTH & CHILDREN
SN@P Scenes

SN@P Schedule
March 5 - SN@P Potluck &
Parent Meeting
March 12 - No SN@P...
Enjoy your spring break!
March 19 - Regular SN@P,
5:30-7:30 p.m.
March 26 - Special Event
with Main St. UMC &
Heritage UMC @ PHUMC

Youth Parent Events:
•

Sunday, March 5 - Potluck &
Parent Meeting for parents of 6th12th graders

•

Sunday, March 26 - Special Event
with Main Street UMC and Heritage UMC - Students will enjoy inflatables and Qdoba in Founders
Hall. Cost is $5 each. During this
time, there will also be a special
session in the Youth Chapel for
parents to hear from Stephen
Ingram of Ministry Architects.

UPCOMING YOUTH SUMMER EVENTS
Register online now at http://bit.ly/BaseCamp2017

Register online now at http://bit.ly/Kidnap2017

Camp Wesley Pines
Free Day! Save the date of Saturday,
April 29! Camp Wesley Pines
has invited everyone to come
and experience a taste of
summer camping! You
will have the opportunity
to participate in archery,
canoeing, high and low ropes
events, as well as touring the
camp. Come and enjoy the day with
us!

Summer 2017 camp dates are:
•

June 25-28 for children entering
1st-3rd grade and
• July 10-14 for children
entering 4th-6th grade.

Register at wesleypines.
com at least two
weeks prior to camp.
Scholarships are available.
Contact Lesley Ellison at
lesleyellison@parkwayheights.org for
more information.

Parents’ Night Out
Parents’ Night Out will be held Friday,
March 3, 6-9:30 p.m. Please register
your child by noon on Thursday,
March 2 to ensure adequate staffing
and pizza. The cost of pizza is $5.
Register online
at myParkway
Heights or by
calling the
Church Office at
601.544.7873.

CHILDREN
Children’s VBS Update
Imagine a
News
world where
curious kids
become
hands-on
inventors
who
discover
they’re
lovingly
crafted by God... We are excited to
bring Maker Fun Factory to our church
this summer for an exciting Vacation
Bible School experience!

Our children have been practicing hard
each Wednesday for the upcoming musical.

W@P for Kids
Our children have been working
hard on our spring musical,
Journey of Praise. Mark your
calendars; they will perform
in Founders Hall at 9:45 a.m.
on Sunday, March 26! They are
also scheduled to share a few
selections from the musical at the
11 a.m. service on March 26.
On Wednesday nights, some of
our older girls have been sewing
dresses for the 100 Dresses
program. A fashion show will be
held during W@P on March 8.

Thank you to Laurie Stetelman for leading
the 100 Dresses group!

On Feb. 14, the church staff showed their support for Noelle Carter, one of Parkway Heights’
children who is battling liver cancer.

Mark your calendars for June 12-15.
Volunteers are needed! If you can
volunteer in any way, please contact
Lesley Ellison at 601.577.4843 or
lesleyellison@parkwayheights.org.

Sharing God’s Love for Valentine’s Day

Our preschoolers learned about sharing God’s
love by delivering candy and treats on Feb. 12
to the adult Sunday School classes. Pictured are
Rylan Lewis and David Morris giving a valentine
to Ginny Entrekin.

The elementary children made valentine cards
on Feb. 12 to send to Noelle Carter. The 2nd-4th
grade boys class made Ninja Turtle cards.
Pictured are Ric Voss, Wyatt Anthony, Neal
Bryan, John Derek Miller and Richie Lewis.

Kids’ Happenings

On Feb. 5, we celebrated Scout Sunday with
PHUMC’s Troop #93. We are also proud of our
three Cub Scouts from different packs: Joseph
Ellison, Neal Bryan and John Derek Miller.

Our third and fourth grade girls enjoyed
a bowling outing with their teachers,
Dannell Roberts and Amy Batson.

Parkway Heights hosted a free ACT minicourse for seventh graders taking the ACT on
Feb. 8. Special thanks go to Peggy Varnado
for leading the class.

Mail Room
Dear Friends,
Dear Parkway Heights Friends,
Your monthly support of the
ministries of Edwards Street
Fellowship Center is a tremendous
blessing to families across the Pine
Belt.
In the wake of the devastating Jan. 21
tornado, your outpouring of supplies,
financial contributions and volunteers
has been an incredible gift. Thank
you for your many acts of mercy and
kindness to folks who have lost so
much. You truly shine the light of
God’s love across the Pine Belt!
Blessings,
Ann McCullen
Executive Director
Edwards Street Fellowship Center

Just a brief note to express our
deepest sympathies and condolences
at the loss of life in your city due
to the tornado. Many people and
groups are praying for your city, your
church and your community. It is
during times like these that make me
proud to be a Christian first and then
a member of the United Methodist
Church.
God’s speed always,
Joe Keyser
for the St. Luke UMC Prayer Card Team
During a time like this, we realize
how much our family and friends
really mean to us... Your expression of
sympathy will always be remembered.
God bless you and your church family.
Thank you!
The family of Kathy Albiston

Parkway Heights UMC
2420 Hardy Street
Hattiesburg, MS 39401-5911
parkwayheights.org
601.544.7873

Susan Eaton, Associate Pastor
David Sellers, Pastor,
The Open Door Community
Wes Ingram, Youth & Family
Lesley Ellison, Children & Family

It is only when you are so far away
from your loved ones during this
difficult time that you realize how
supportive and comforting it is to
know how much everyone cares.
Avril and Bruce Sword
On behalf of the USM Men’s Golf
Team, I want to thank all who were
involved in providing our team dinner
the other night at Parkway. It was
great, and the guys really enjoyed
themselves. Please pass along our
thanks to Mike, Julie, Susan, Pam and
John. I hope to see you on Sunday.
Jerry Weeks

Prayer Concerns
John Bethea Sr, Noelle Carter, Buford
Chapman, Kathryn Chastain, Charles
Everitt, Bettie Fore, Floanne Kersh,
Landa Ryan and Emily Shepard

Sympathy To...

Mike McKnight, Lead Pastor
Julie Collins, Executive Pastor

We would like to take this opportunity
to thank the Parkway Heights staff
and our church family friends for the
kind expressions of sympathy cards,
flowers and prayers following the
recent loss of Bruce’s father.

Sunday Gatherings
Worship: 8:30 /11 a.m.
Fellowship: 9:30 a.m.
Sunday School: 9:45 a.m.

The Open Door Community
2180 Oak Grove Road
Thursdays: 6:30 p.m.

Wes Arrington, Outreach & Facilities
Special thanks to our InMission proofreader Nova Corley

- Sallie Worrell and family on the
death of her mother, Thelma “Ging”
Shepherd
- the family of Dot Chapman
- the family of Elbert White
- Brett Moore, on the death of his
grandmother
- Hughlene Perrott, on the death of
her brother-in-law, Maurice Holmes
- the family of Elma Griffin
- Ed Henderson, on the death of his
mother, Elizabeth Henderson
- Susan, Cade and Kathryn Slaughter,
on the death of her husband and
their father, Jay Slaughter

