
Eternity
Future

Eternity
Past

covenant of 
commencement
(Gen 3:14-19)

covenant of 
preservation
(Gen 6:5-8, 17-22; 
7:1; 8:13-9:17)

covenant of 
promise
(Gen 12:1-3;  
15; 17:1-22)

covenant of 
law
(Exod 19; 20:1-
20)

covenant of 
kingdom
(2 Sam 7:8-17)

covenant of 
consummation
(Jere 31:31-34;    
Lk 22:20)

SECOND 
COMING
(eschaton)

.

Salvation always by grace through faith: OT believers were saved by grace through faith by trusting in the Christ of prophecy, and NT believers are saved by grace through faith by trusting in the 
Christ of history.

Abel       
(Heb 11:4)

Noah           
(Heb 11:7)

Abraham           
(Heb 11:8-10)    
(Rom 4:3, 13)

Moses/Israelites 
(Heb 11:23-30) 
(Heb 3:16-4:6)

David              
(Heb 11:32, 33a) 
(Rom 4:6-9)

N.T.  Believers  
(Eph 2:8-10)

COVENANT OF WORKS/CREATION
(Gen 1:26-2:25)

New Testament
(constitution)

Old Testament
(constitution)

COVENANT OF REDEMPTION
(2 Tim 1:9; Jn 17:4)

COVENANT OF GRACE
(Gen 3:14f)

Father/Son counsel (before the world was)

Mankind in Adam (condemned race)

Mankind in Christ (redeemed race)

God’s conditional, provisional, typical, and 
theocratic relationship with national Old Testament 
Israel, informed by a works principle, had both a 
beginning and an end (Ex 19:5-8; Mat 21:33-45; 
23:37-39). 

Covenantal Administrations Of The Kingdom of God

(pre-flood) 
prediluvian era 

(world that then was)

(post-flood) 
postdiluvian era 
(world that now is)

(2Pet 3:5-7)

postlapsarian era
(post-fall)

The Christ of the covenants is the central focal point throughout biblical/redemptive history.  God’s 
kingdom of grace and glory develops covenantally, leaving some things behind, yet always remaining 
one in its original essence (like the organic growth process of an acorn that becomes an oak tree). 

One people 
(Gal 3:28, 29) 
(1 Pet 2:9, 10)

prelapsarian era
(pre-fall)

(J. Sawyer, 7-31-2011) 

Kingdom of God      Offered      Promised                       Prefigured                                                     Inaugurated                   Consummated

This 
Age 

(temporal)

The Age
To Come 
(eternal)

City of God       
(Abel)

City of Man       
(Cain)

City of God       
(Rev 21, 22)

City of Man       
(Rev 20:9-10)


