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Bringing Christ to the people...the people to Christ”
Dear Friends in Christ,
Lent arrives this month. Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, which this year is February 14. (Just a note, Ash Wednesday is the same day as Valentine’s Day. I’m not
sure how to fit those two together!) Lent is a very rich and special time in the
church year and we will add a number of activities.
On each of the Wednesdays nights of Lent we will offer a soup supper at 6:00 p.m.,
a time for prayer at 6:30, and worship at 7:00. I’ve come to deeply value these
Wednesday evenings during Lent.
We will begin our Wednesday evenings with a soup and salad supper. The idea is
for you to be able to come right after work and have a simple meal at the church. There is no cost, these are always times of great food and fellowship. And of course if you can, please sign up to help with one of the suppers.
At 6:30 we will again invite those interested to come into the worship space for a time of prayer. One of our
growing edges as a congregation is to get more and more people involved in praying together for our congregation and for a variety of needs. This 6:30 time is a great time for this. The gatherings are simple, no experience
necessary. Please try this out. My hope for Our Saviour’s is that we grow into more and more of a people of
prayer!
We finish the Wednesday evenings with worship. On Ash Wednesday, Feb. 14, we will have a traditional Ash
Wednesday service. It is a solemn service as we focus on our brokenness and need for a Savior. The service will
include the sharing of ashes and Holy Communion. (Be sure to come on Ash Wednesday and we will explain the
significance behind the sharing of ashes!)
On the remaining Wednesdays of Lent we have some special services planned. The confirmation students are
going to help lead worship. I’m going to preach a series of first person monologues. I will to speak as if I were
one of the people involved in the crucifixion of Jesus and tell the story as I think they might tell it. We will listen
to Pontius Pilate, John, Peter, Nicodemus, and the Centurion who supervised Jesus’ execution. I see this as being
a different but helpful way to come to a deeper understanding of what Jesus has done for us.
So, Lent is soon here. Please plan to join us for our mid-week Lenten activities.
God Bless,
Pastor Mark

Men of the Congregation – Saturday, Feb. 10 - Next Gathering
To the men of the congregation – we have established a good and fun tradition of the men of the congregation coming together for fellowship, conversation, support, telling stories that may or may not be totally true, and
a general good time. We took the holidays off; it is time to get rolling again. We thought we would try an indoor
gathering for February. We are going to meet at Rounder’s Pizza (Just up the block from the church) on Saturday
afternoon, Feb. 10, at 4:30. Please come and bring friends!

Church Council for 2017
Here is our church council for this year: Bill Hebb, Bill Videtto, Sherry Towns, Erin Henriksen, Natalie Smith, Cheryl
Pontious, Karin Davis, Ryan Gibbs, Chris Burris, Kristin Blaise, and Amy Norris. Please remember and support these
people in your prayers!

Church Council Retreat
Our newly elected church council will have its annual retreat on Saturday, Feb. 3 from 9:00 until 3:00 at the
church.

Mockingbird Conference
There will be a Mockingbird Conference in downtown Tyler on Feb. 23-24. The past three years there has
been a Mockingbird Conference in Tyler. It is part of a larger, nation-wide effort to share Christianity. The conference will be held at Christ Episcopal Church on Friday evening Feb. 23 and then move to the Foundry Coffee Shop
for Saturday, Feb. 24’s activities. For more information or to register please go to www.mbirdtyler.com

Summer Camp at Lutherhill
Students in grades 4 through 8, we are going to Lutherhill again this summer. Our week of camp is going to
be July 8-13. For more information call Pastor Mark.

Dates for Day Camp this Summer
Okay this is really early for news about our summer Day Camp, but we want you to be able to put the dates on
the calendar. Our annual date camp with Lutherhill will be June 24-29. Our Day Camp is for children age 3
through the 6th grade.

Mid-Week Lenten Activities
We offer special Wednesday evening activities during the Lenten season. Lent begins this
year on Wednesday, Feb. 14. Here is our Wednesday schedule:
6:00 p.m. – Soup Supper – We share a simple meal of soup and salad. Please come for a time of fellowship and
food. Also, please sign up to help with a supper!
6:30 p.m.—Congregational Prayer Time - Please mark this Lenten season by joining with others in prayer for
our congregation.
7:00 p.m.— Lenten Worship - Our worship this year will include a sermon series by Pastor Mark of monologues from the perspective of people who witnessed the crucifixion. Also, the confirmation class will be assisting in leading the services. Thank you students!

Bible Camp Scholarship Fund
One of our best youth ministries is sending youth to Bible Camp. It is an incredible and faith-growing experience.
We have a scholarship fund to help youth who can’t afford to attend camp. We don’t want anyone to miss camp
because of finances. If you would like to donate to this fund and help some youth attend camp, please write a
check to the church and mark it for the “Bible Camp Scholarship Fund”. The cost for one camper to attend a week
of camp is $375. Thank you.

Prayer Chain
We have an email prayer chain that works wonderfully. Thank you to all who share in this special ministry. If you are not presently on the prayer chain and would like to be, please call or email the church office and
we will be sure you are added.

Direct Deposit
Did you know that you can do your offerings by direct deposit? We have been set up with Vanco Corporation through Thrivent Insurance for a number of years. We have a good number of people who are using this.
If you would like to explore this possibility, please call the church office or pick up the information papers in the
narthex.

Social Ministry
The Social Ministry Committee follows the mandates of scripture to serve others, especially those who are ill,
hungry, troubled, suffering injustice, or lacking basic needs. Each month, we will include a brief description of the
organization (s) that our donations target.
January: In January we made a donation to Haiti Education Foundation.
PATH (People Attempting To Help) Again, this year, we will participate in the PATH Canned Soup Drive. Please
help by bringing canned soups to church during February. Your donations can be placed on the designated table
in the Narthex.

Primetimers
2018 got off to a great start for The Primetimers, considering the unpredictable weather & the threat of the east
Texas flu epidemic. Let’s keep up the momentum. Mark your calendars for February 8, 2018 at 12 noon for the
next wonderful opportunity to meet. Celebrate Valentine’s Day early with The Most Caring Primetimers in the
World. Hosts for the luncheon will be Marlen Curry and Bill & Risa Hebb who will be providing pizza for lunch.
Attendees are to bring either a salad or a dessert.
The program will be DVDs of the Holy Land provided by Jim & Janet Anthony. The group greatly enjoyed these
in the past, so we will be seeing more from that series.
Again mark your calendars and do please join us for a most delicious luncheon and afternoon of great
entertainment and wonderful Christian fellowship. There is no one who will intimidate you or nothing to obligate you, just great folks to welcome you, so give us a try and do bring friends. Please RSVP by February 5, 2018
to Mary Ferguson so that the hosts will know how much food to prepare.

Bible Studies
THURSDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY- We have a great group of people who meet together on Thursday
mornings at 10:00 a.m. We meet at OSLC in the conference room. Come, bring your Bibles, learn from others
and let others learn from you. Enjoy some wonderful Christian fellowship! By the time you get this newsletter,
we will likely have completed the book of Ruth, which was taught to us by Pastor Mark.
Lutheran Church Women (LCW) meet for a Bible Study on the third Wednesday of each month and this
study begins at 1:00. Our next meeting will be February21. Women of the church, please come join us and invite
a friend to come with you!

A Note of Thanks
Thanks to all who helped with our granddaughters’ Baptism on December 21, 2017. (Margaret Elizabeth, who is 6,
and Rainey, who is 5. We especially appreciate the lovely quilts made by the most talented Quilting Guild. They are
lovely! Our very special Pam Arnt is embroidering their names and date of baptism on the quilts—Thanks, Pam.
What a blessing each of you are.
Clifford & Sally Dengerud & Family

Have You Considered Electronic Giving?
As you have been reading in your weekly bulletins, you can automatically give your tithes and offerings to Our Saviour’s. We have electronic giving as a way to automate your regular weekly offering. Electronic giving offers convenience for you and provides a much-needed donation consistency for our congregation. You can automatically give
one of two ways:
¨

Direct Debit Giving will automatically transfer funds from your checking or savings account to Our Saviour’s accounts (Operations and Capital Funds)

¨

Credit and Debit Card Giving lets you make offerings automatically on a schedule using a credit or debit card.
Our Saviour’s gets your donation and you get to keep your card rewards.

The signup forms are the colored forms in the Usher’s table in the Narthex, or call the church office and we will
make sure you get a form. The giving is quick, easy, and then you don’t have to worry whether you are up-to-date,
or not.

Want to See A Great Movie at No Cost? Read on……
On Tuesday, February 6, National Geographic has permitted Mercy Ships to showcase the first episode of the Documentary on Mercy Ships to our engaging Church Families.
This first episode has already been seen around the world and will begin showing in the US sometime soon.
What: National Geographic’s “The Surgery Ship”
Where: Showing at Marvin United Methodist Church
When: Tuesday, February 6 , from 7pm to 9pm.
No donation needed to attend
Please RSVP by Friday, Feb. 2nd
Mercy Ships is sharing this event as a way of saying thank you to churches that are engaged with Mercy Ships now
or have engaged with Mercy Ships in the past. NO donations are required to attend this showing on Feb 6 th from
7pm to 9pm at Marvin United Methodist Church in Tyler.
The schedule is:
6:30 – 7:20 Time to mingle and enjoy refreshments
7:40 – 8:20 “The Surgery Ship”
8:20 – 9:00 Open Q&A with Panel of Alumni
We will be serving heavy hors d’oeuvres so if you plan on attending, please RSVP to:
events@mercyships.org. This will help us know how much food to order. We are being requested to RSVP no later
than Friday, Feb. 2.

Go Check Out What is Going On in the North End of OSLC
If you don’t have children, teach in our Children’s Sunday School, attend the Youth Group or attend Quilters,
you probably haven’t seen the change taking place in the north end of our church! Many, many thanks go out
to the men in our church who were able to give of their time and talents to lay new tile in this area. Special
thanks go to Bill Videtto, Milo Miles, Richard Eck, Jeff Buntz, Ken Pontious, and Chris Burris for doing this for
our church. We also thank Carmen Nazario for working with the guys to coordinate colors and do some of the
leg work involved in change! What is next? Wait a couple of months, then go check it out again and see what
some congregants are doing to take the next step in making the north end of OSLC look so good!

The Quilters found this prayer and wanted to share it with all of us!

A PRAYER FOR AMERICA
Father in Heaven,
We, the people, in the
Land of the Free and
The home of the Brave,
Desperately need You.
Oh that we would leave our ways
Of seeking to be blessed
And instead seek to bless others.
We beg for Your guidance and wisdom
For our leaders.
We ask You to protect our land
From enemies, both within and without.
And we praise You for the freedom
We have through the blood of Your Son.
May Your plan be the desire of our nation.
Amen.
Thank you Quilters for sharing this meaningful prayer with all of us!
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Mission Statement
“ Bringing Christ
To the people,
And the people
To Christ. “
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Address Service Requested
Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church
4900 Kinsey Drive
Tyler, TX 75703

NON PROFIT ORG.
US POSTAGE PAID
PERMIT #40
TYLER TX 75703

