The date is October 6th, 1895, and 2 men, Phineas F. Bresee and Joseph P. Widney, rent a town hall in downtown Los Angeles and hold a service. 2 weeks later on October 20th, the Church of the Nazarene was formally organized with 86 members present. Bresee and Widney were no strangers to ministry. They had been part of the Methodist Church movement for the previous 37 years, planting churches, holding revivals and ministering primarily to the poor and outcast. But as circumstances in their lives began to change, God opened doors that eventually led them to the steps of that rented town hall in downtown LA. 

They didn't set out to start a denomination. They simply wanted a place to carry out their calling. That calling would later become one of their founding statements for the Church of the Nazarene's mission. As Widney once put it, "We seek the simplicity of the penecostal power of the New Testament Church. The field of labor to which we feel especially called is the neglected quarters of the cities..." Both Widney and Bresee were very vocal about their belief that the basis of Jesus' ministry was very simply reaching the lost and serving the poor and neglected. Their opinion that this should be every believer's mission was the foundation of their calling and the blueprint for the Church of the Nazarene. Even the name, Church of the Nazarene reflected it. That name came to Widney after what he referred to as "a night of prayer." He explained that the name Jesus of Nazareth was given to Jesus because Nazareth was one of the forgotten, poor, neglected sides of town. The name Nazareth associated Jesus with, quote "great toil and struggling." Jesus came to be the hope of Nazareth as well as the world. And so it came to Widney that the Church of the Nazarene would literally mean church of the forgotten, poor and broken. Its mission, like Jesus', would be to bring hope to the destitute and outcast.

You didn't have to read between the lines of the flyer that was distributed through the town announcing their services. Their mission was very clear. It read... The Church of the Nazarene is a simple, primitive church of the people and for the people. It seeks no new doctrines only the old Biblical truths. It seeks to discard all (formalities and non-essentials) and go back to the plain, simple words of Christ. It is not a mission, but a church with a mission. It is the banding together of hearts that have found the peace of God and...go out to carry the message of the Gospel of Christ to other suffering, discouraged souls. Its mission is to everyone upon whom the battle of life has been sore and to every heart that hungers for cleansing from sin. Come."

And they did come. The church grew on a weekly basis. They fed the hungry. Clothed the poor. And took the life-changing truth of Jesus Christ 

to the streets offering it to anyone who would listen. With such a clearly-defined calling and a divine determination, you might think that the years that followed would be easy. Although there were periods of time history would refer to as "glory days" for the Nazarene denomination, there were many more years that Phineas would bear the weight of birthing such a great church. Along the way there were disagreements, accusations, church splits, and many "parting of ways" even eventually between Phineas and Widney. Still, the two men in whom God had placed such a divine calling, had no idea on that Fall day in downtown LA that over the next 100 years their 86 member Nazarene church would grow to over 6,000 churches in North America with 1.6 million members in 151 world areas.

Phineas' Bible is displayed today in a glass case on the campus of Point Loma Nazarene University in San Diego. His favorite chapter was Isaiah 61. This is evident by his thumbprints that are noticeably visible on the sides and bottom of the pages of this passage. He literally held on to the Word and this particular passage for years. It was a declaration to him of his calling and the promise and power of the one who called him. He didn't just read this passage, he actually lived it. 

"The Spirit of God is upon me because he had chosen me to bring good news to poor people. He has sent me to heal those with a sad heart. He has sent me to tell those that are in prison and being held that they can go free...to comfort all who are filled with sorrow. (And tell them that God) will give them a spirit of praise instead of a spirit hopelessness... (from Isaiah 61 / the Message and NLV)

That's our foundation at Orangewood. It's our unique and distinct fingerprint. Our passion, as it was Phineas' and long before that, Jesus', is to leave those prints all over our community, all over the lives and families that make up our world. It's a huge calling. 

This is who we are. It's where we came from. And it's where we are going.

It's also your invitation. Join us. 

