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Love Is...

F

ebruary 14 is Valentine’s Day, the day we set aside to celebrate love.
Love means many things to many people: warm fuzzy feelings, romantic dinners, a special someone. While love biblically defined doesn’t preclude
any of those things, it does have a sharper focus and a more practical bent. To
love someone, biblically speaking, means to seek his or her well-being, even at
cost to yourself.
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1 Corinthians 13 is the great “love chapter” of the Bible. While it is sometimes
read at weddings (and it does speak to marriage), in context it addresses believers in their relationship to one another in the church. Notice how the chapter is
sandwiched between instruction in diversity and unity in the church (ch. 12)
and spiritual gifts and worship (ch. 14).
Paul tells us in verses 1-3 that there is no substitute for love. Talk (v 1), knowledge (v 2), and religious devotion (v 3) are good things, but unless motivated
and permeated by love, they amount to little.
In verses 4-6 Paul paints what is arguably the best picture of love ever:
Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or boast; it is not arrogant
or rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful;
it does not rejoice at wrongdoing, but rejoices with the truth. Love
bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.
These words do not so much define love as describe it. They give it shape and
a robust vitality. They are a yardstick by which to measure our own love for
others. Paul moves love out of the mushy and sentimental into the rugged reality of life.
Last, Paul shows us how love is an aspect of Christian maturity. There is a permanence to it, a rock–like quality. Other aspects of the Christian life may pass
away, if not in this life, then in heaven. But love remains always.
Taken together, the verses of 1 Corinthians 13 show us Christ. They describe
how he loved. He was not just noise, he wasn’t just sentimental mush, he wasn’t just a flash in the pan. His love sought our well-being, even at unspeakable
cost to himself.
Think of people you know: your wife or husband, children or parents, fellow
church members, friends, neighbors, classmates, and co-workers. How is your
1 Corinthians 13 love life?

Alan Johnson

MISSIONARY UPDATE
Brian and Megan have attended
Chestnut Mountain PCA (CMPC)
for over 20 years. They met in
Youth group on each of their first
Mission Trips to Jamaica. They
married after college and now have
two beautiful daughters, Madeline
and Julia.
Missions has always been a huge
part of the life of CMPC and, consequently, their lives as well. In
1995, CMPC began praying that
God would call some of its own to
cross-cultural missions. Since then,
Brian and Megan will be the 6th
family to be called to “go.” Each of their callings was largely shaped by short-term missions, particularly to
the Philippines. It was in 2004 in Manila that the Lord spoke to Megan’s heart, calling her to share the Gospel
abroad. Since then, she has never looked back and has been looking forward to this day ever since. In 2007,
Brian was an MTW Summer Intern in Manila, spending the summer with friends and church planters he had
made over his multiple trips there. It was that summer that the Lord changed Brian’s plans and called him to
vocational ministry. After being married in 2010, Brian began working at CMPC and attending seminary. The
purpose of seminary all along was to prepare him for the mission field. Having graduated in 2015 and becoming ordained in 2016, both Brian and Megan are very excited to finally be at the point of becoming missionaries.
Where are we going and what will we do:
Brian and Megan have been called to Berlin, Germany where they will join the on-going work with an MTW
team in the southwest side of the city. Their work can really be summarized into two categories:
Church Planting – Berlin is often called the “atheist” capital of Europe. Many of our future team members
have described the ministry there as “plowing concrete.” The Church is antiquated, hollow and really has
seemingly no place in the German’s everyday life. Despite the perception, the Church is beginning to make a
comeback. Our missionaries are finding that Germans most often just want to be known. They are anonymous
and isolated. The Christian community is a radical concept to them, but one that is appealing and contagious.
While not the answer in itself, the Church is providing opportunities to share the Gospel with local Germans.
These people who want to be known can meet the Lord, who promises that He “knows His Children.” The
Moores will join alongside the on-going Church planting efforts in Berlin.
Refugee Ministry – In 2015 alone, 1.1 million refugees crossed into Germany. The refugees are coming from
the war-torn Muslim strongholds of Syria, Iraq, Iran and Afghanistan. While many were forced to leave everything behind, the refugees are not destitute. The Socialist State of Germany has provided for nearly every material need the refugees may have. The few things they do not have are: the language, jobs, and relationships.
Consequently, the refugees pass the time with no needs but nothing to do. They are desperate to make
German contacts for the sake of learning the language and for job contacts. The Church has become an excellent avenue for both! We hope to see this whole generation of refugees come to Christ. While the Moores
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cannot easily take their family to Iraq, Syria or Afghanistan, they can go to Germany. And so they are. People
who were previously untouchable are now looking to make relationships, and the Moores want to be there for
them to see them won to Christ.
Prayer Requests and Praises
Praise that we are attending our final training this month!
Praise for 75% of support being raised
Praise for great time with family over the last few weeks
Prayer for the upcoming training - CCMI in Belgium
Prayer for our upcoming transitions
Prayer for our final support
Prayer for the Stoddard family and Pamyla Burrack, our teammates

MORE MISSIONARY UPDATES
Please note that effective January 1, 2018, we no longer are supporting the Sloans, Farrants, or Audrey Joseph
due to their resigning from MNA/MTW. In their place we will continue to support Justin Clement in his new
role as regional RUF director, and we have added Brian and Megan Moore, MTW Berlin, Germany, and Robbie and Kelly Mills, MNA Dallas, TX, working with refugees. Joel May has been the interim RUF campus
pastor at UGA for the last six months. Ben Coppedge has become the permanent RUF pastor effective January
1, 2018. Please pray for a smooth transition.
Approved Donations
The mission committee and Session have approved one time donations to David Larson and Alan Foster for
their ministry expenses. David is in final stage of building his house which he plans to use to host potential
missionaries and was running short of funds at the end of last year. With our and several other donations, he
was able to continue and is now wrapping up the floors and plans to move into his new house in early February. Alan Foster was well behind in his support level for 2017 and we decided to help him start this year in better financial shape. Both missionaries expressed their sincere appreciation for our financial support!

MISSIONARY VISITS
OPPC will have the following missionaries present their work to us in the next two months at the morning
worship service. They plan to stay for our fellowship lunch afterwards, so please welcome them and get to
know them better.



John Clow - February 4th
Jonathan Hastings - March 4th

NEWLY ELECTED OFFICERS
Congratulations to the newly elected officers for the class of 2023. Martin Taylor was elected
for deacon, and Steve Butler and John Dunahoo for ruling elder.

OPPC WOMEN’S RETREAT

Thank you to Karen Hodge, PCA Women’s Ministry Director, who lead
the OPPC Women’s Retreat on January 26—27, at the Hilton Garden Inn
in Duluth.

YOUTH GROUP FOOD SCHEDULE

Those who have volunteered to supply food for the Youth Group
on Sunday evenings in 2018 are listed below. If you are not able
to serve on your volunteer day, please contact Jennifer Taylor
(taylorkhandan@yahoo.com).

Feb 11 - Taylor
Feb 18 - Funk
Feb 25 - Butler
Mar 11 - Bennett
Mar 18 - Wilson
Mar 25 - Mutchler
Apr 8

- Oliver

Apr 15 - Leap

Apr 22 - Deighton
Apr 29 - Malin-Davis
May 13 - Taylor
May 20 - Funk
May 27 - Butler
June 10 - Bennett
June 17 - Mutchler
June 24 - Oliver

WELCOME NEW COMMUNING MEMBER

Lauren Mutchler -

January 28, 2018 - Profession of Faith (communing member)

JOHNS CREEK SMALL GROUP
Please join us for Johns Creek Small Group meetings. We meet approximately every two to three weeks on
Wednesdays (February 14) at 7:00 p.m. at the home of Owen and Tina Malcolm (310 Dewpoint Lane, Johns
Creek, GA 30022). Childcare is provided. Please contact Owen Malcolm (owen.malcolm@unitedcp.com) or
Tina Malcolm (tinammalcolm@gmail.com) if you are interested or need information.

HANDS OF CHRIST — RETIREMENT
Congratulations to Mary Helen Roberts who retired from more than 17 years of
service to the Hands of Christ Duluth Cooperative Ministry. We all thank Mary
for her dedication, service, and good works for the ministry.

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDIES
TUESDAY
Our Tuesday Women’s Study is at 9:45 a.m. every Tuesday in the fellowship hall. We are studying Through
His Eyes: God’s Perspective on Women in the Bible by Jerram Barrs. We have light breakfast snacks and
childcare is provided. Contact Kara-Mia Appleton (3appletons@gmail.com) for information.
SATURDAY
Please join us at 9:00 a.m. in the fellowship hall on February 3 and 17 this month. We are studying Through
His Eyes: God’s Perspective on Women in the Bible by Jerram Barrs, Childcare is not provided for the Saturday study. Contact Barbara Johnson for information (bbjohnson1988@gmail.com).
Below is a tentative schedule for the rest of the year.
February 3
February 17
March 3
March 17
March 31
April 7
April 21

-

Abigail (Chapter 11)
Tamar (Chapters 12 & 13)
Esther (Chapter 14)
Woman of Noble Character (Chapter 15)
Mary (Chapters 16 & 17)
Woman of Samaria (Chapter 18)
Martha and Mary (Chapter 19)

YOUTH RETREAT - MARCH 2-3, 2018 - JOIN US!
The Westminster retreat for the youth (Middle and High School students) is approaching (March 2-3, 2018).
The cost is $90 per youth, but scholarships are available. Registration deadline is February 2 (late registration
is February 16). OPPC needs girls chaperones. Carlin Wong and Joe Deighton will chaperone the boys.
This has been a great retreat for us the past two years and should be again this year. Our speaker, Dr. Bill
Davis, professor at RTS and Covenant College, will guide us through “Telling the Gospel Story” (1 Peter 3).
Activities include horseback riding, climbing tower, paintball, floor hockey, and beautiful nature trails.
We leave from Old Peachtree on Friday, March 2, at 6:00 p.m. (dinner will be provided) and we return to
church by 10:00 p.m. on Saturday.
For questions or information, contact Joe Deighton (joedeighton1@gmail.com).

MEETINGS AND GROUPS
First Sunday Lunch
Join us for First Sunday Lunch on February 4. Please invite your friends and neighbors.
Communion Week
We celebrate the Lord’s Supper in the morning service on February 11. We have communion on the second
Sunday every month.
Deacons Meeting
The Deacons will hold their meeting at their retreat on February 10.
Session Meeting
The Session meeting will be on February 28, (the fourth Wednesday of each month).
Youth Group
All 6th grade -12th graders, even college students, are welcome to join us for dinner at 5:30 on Sundays except
for the first Sunday of each month.
Save the Date
Grace & Men Conference—March 10, 2018
Vacation Bible School—Summer 2018—June 4-8

NURSERY SCHEDULE - FEBRUARY 2018
DATE

11:00 a.m.

GREETER

6:00 p.m.

(10:45 at table)
2/4

Schramm

Julie Schramm

No Service

2/11

Deighton, Garner, Arabella T.

Ashley Deighton

Richards

2/18

Doherty, Johnson, Oliver, Sarah T.

Ann Elmer

Yamazaki

2/25

Jackson, Rowe, Anna Grace M.

Tara Carter

Butler, J. Horner

—————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————

LINK DEADLINE: Please turn in articles and information for the March LINK by Thursday, February 22.

Old Peachtree Presbyterian Church exists to glorify God and to extend the kingdom of Jesus Christ. To
accomplish this end, Old Peachtree aims to be a church that is continually growing in vital worship, in
theological depth, in true fellowship, in assertive evangelism, and in deeds of compassion. The distinctiveness of Old Peachtree is in its desire to be Presbyterian in government and Reformed in theology, with the
vitality that comes from evangelism and discipleship.
Old Peachtree Presbyterian Church
1756 Old Peachtree Road
Duluth, GA 30097
770-476-7945 (office)
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